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OO N after Dr. Bentley's Diſferta- 
| tion came out, I was call d away in- 
fo Ireland, fo attend the Parliament 


there. The publick Buſineſs, and my own 


private Affairs, detain d me a great While 


in that Kingdom; elſe the World fooul 7 
have had a much earlier Account of hint, 


and his Performance. For tho he took above 
two Years to make his learned Reflections 


on Phalaris; yet two Months would have 


been enough to have ſhown him, thgt he 1s 
but a weak Champion in a very frivolous 
Cauſe. ; TO oak 
1 ſpeak not this out of any vain Deſign 
7 ſetting up for a quick Writer; but meer- 
ly to avoid being thought to have thrown a- 
way any confiderable Part of my Life upon 


fo trifling a Subject: Whach,as idle a Man as 


Jam, is an Imputation I would not willing- 
ly lie under. 
I little imagin'd ever to have been en- 


gag d in a Diſpute of this Nature. I am 


not over-fond of Sata even where 
the Points debated may be thought of ſome 
Importance ; but in trivial Matters, and 


ſuch as Mankind is net at all concern'd in, 


methinks it is unpardonable, This, ever 
A ſince 
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fince I came to have any Opinions of -my | 


own, has been one of them; and is ſtill, 
the I am unluckily at preſent. brought to 
af contrary to it. But the Caſe is this. 
Dr. Bentley has been pleas d, with ſome- 
Warmth to fall foul on an Edition and 
Verſion of Phalaris's Epiſtles, that I ſome 


Tears ſince offer'd to the World, He has 


taken a great Deal of good-natur'd Pains 
to prove, that I had been very foohſhly 


buſying myſelf upon a contemptible and ſpu- 


rious Author; end had made a Book much 
worſe by a very ill Edition of it, I was 


very young, when J appear d on that Oc- 


caſion; and I appear d rather as one that 


Wwiſh'd well to Learning than profeſs'd it; 


good Uſage from the Men of more profaund 
Skull in 155 Matters: Dr. Bentley was 
Jenfible that his Criticiſms would lie under 


ſome Diſadvantage on this Account ; ns 


therefore, to excuſe his making ſo free with 
the Edition, was pleas'd to make yet freer 
with me; and, according to his Breeding, to 
tell me, and all the World; that I had ſet my 
Name to a Book, which did not belong to me, 


The firſt of theſe Reflections, had it come 


Angle, I could eaſily have neglefed : Had he 
ftop'd there, I would have left the Book to 


ſhift for itſelf, and bim to the good Opinion 


he has of his own Performances, without 


endeavonring to leſſen it. But when he 
| carried 
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ad for both theſe Reaſons promis d my-ſelf 
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carried his Criticiſms ſo far as to aſſert, not 
only of Phalaris, buf bis Editor - that 
they neither of them wrote what was aſ- 
crib'd to them; be gave me ſo plain, and 

publick an Aﬀront, that I could not, 
with any tolerable Regard to my Reputation, 
quietly put it up. Thus was I, much againſt 
my Inclinations, brought into the Liſts. Ii 
was neceſſary for me to ſay Something in 
Defence of my-ſelf; and when I did jo, I 
thought it would be judg'd proper for me to 
Joy Pane ng too in Defence of my Author ; 
and to enquire into 3 71% of thoſe Criti- 
ciſms 3 Dr. Bentley has advanc'd on 
this Occafion; and which, I foreſaw, would 
be look'd upon, as in ſome Meaſure aim'd at 
me, tho" they did not really belong m me. 

¶ have not any where in my Book aſſerted, 
that the Epiſtles, which carry Phalaris's 
Name, are genuine; and Iam not therefore 
engag d to defend their Reputation againſt 
the Attacks of Dr. Bentley, or any other 
Perſon, who, by the Help of Leiſure and 
Lexicons, ſhall ſet up for a Critic in this 
Point. But, as I have not undertaken for 
their being genuine; ſo neither have I, with 
a deciſive and aſſuming Air, pronounc d them 


Jpurious. I expreſs'd myſelf with that Cau- 


tion and Reſerve in this Matter, which I 


thought became a young Writer, who was 
ſenfible, that the beſt and ableſt Fudges were 
divided in their Opinions about it: And I 

| A 2 thought 


did not better deſerve than 
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thought it would be a very indecent Patt in- 
me, to make, myſelf a Fudge between them, 
But I was chiefly induc'd to obſerve theſe 
Meaſures, by the Regard I had for the moſt. 
accomplith'd Writer of the Age, whom I 


never think of, without calling to n | 


thoſe happy Lines of Lucretius, 


Quem Tu, Dea, Tempore in omni 
Omnibus ornatum voluiſti excellere rebus. 
Character, which, I dare ſay Memmius 

97 William 
Temple. He had openly declar'd in Favour 
of the Epiſtles : n Nicet 9 of of his Taſte 
was never, I think, diſputed by ſuch as had 
any themſelves. 7 1 2 Words with 


That Reſpeft which is due to every Thing 


that comes from him: But muſt now beg his 
far: for it; for I have by this Means, 


nd, drawn hum into a Share of Dr. 


be s Diſpleaſure : Who has hereupon 
given himſelf the Trouble of writing al- 


moſt fourſcore Pages ſolemnly to diſprove 
that one of Sir William's which he has 
Prefix d to his Appendix; and which, to 
give bim my Opinion 5 whole Book at 
once, is the on ly good Page there. 

Tam therefore the rather inclin'd to grve 
Dr. Bentley's Reflections a due Examina- 
tion, on Sir William Temple's Account; 
upon whom I ſo unhappilyoccafion'd thi Storm 
of Criticiſm to fall. In truth, for a Man wha 
has been fo great an Ornament to Learning, 
he has had ſirange Ufage from ſome who are 
Retainers 
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Retainers to it. He bad ſet the World a 
Pattern of mixing Wit with Reaſon, ſound. 
Knowledge with good Manners; and of 
making the one ſerve to recommend and ſet 
off the other: But his Copy has not been at 
all follow d by thoſe that have writ againſt 
bim, in a very rough Way, and without 
that Reſpect which was due both fo hi 
Character, and their own. _ | 
Iwill not pretend to determine, on which 
Side, in thoſe Diſputes, the Truth lies: 
Only thus much I will venture to ſay of 
them; that let Sir W. T. be as much out 
in ſome of his Opinions as he's repreſented 
to be, yet they, who read both Sides, will 
be apt to fall in with Tully's Opinion of 
Plato, and ſay, Cum Illo Ego mehercle 
errare malim quam cum iſtis Scriptoribus 
vera ſentire. I had rather be ſo handſomely 
mmftaken as he is, i, be be miſtaken, than 
be ſo rudely and dully in the Right, as ſome 
of his Oppoſers, allowing them to be in the 
Right, are. 8 5 
There was alſo another Confideration that 
determin'd me to write. Dr. Bentley's 
Reflections were underſtood to go further 
than either Sir William Temple, or my- 
ſelf ; and to be level d at a learned So- 
ciety, in which I had the Happineſs to be 
educated : And which Dr. Bentley is ſup- 
pos'd ts attack under thoſe general Terms of 
our new Editors, our n 
0 
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thoſe great Genius's with whom Learning, 
that is leaving the World, has taken up 
her laſt Reſidence. „ 
| e, and ſuch Expreſſions as theſe; 
ith which his familiar Epiſtle abounds, he 
would infinuate as if Phalaris, as ſlight. a 
Piece as it is, had been made up by Con- 
tribution from ſeveral Hands, and were the 
Foint-work of that eminent Body. But in 
this he does me too great an Honour; and 
Tm almoſt tempted to take it, as Terence 
did the agreeable Reproach of Lœlius and 
Scipio's writing his Plays for him ; neither 
to own, nor deny it. But Terence wrote 
what might have become thoſe noble Pens; 
and therefore did no Injury to their Repu- 
tation when he favour'd that Miſtakes 
Whereas I ſhould be extremely to blame, if 
T ſhould ſuffer a Report to ſpread to the 
Diſadvantage of ſo many excellent Men. I 
think myſelf therefore oblig'd to declare, 
thet whatever the Faults of Phalaris are, 
they are mine; and I alone am anſwerable 
for them. There is a very deſerving Gentle- 
man indeed, who had a little before been the - 
Director of my Studies, and was then my 
rticular Friend, to whom I have Ac- 
knowledgments to make on this Occaſion. I 
conſulted him upon any Difficulty ; becauſe 
I thought it not proper for one of my Age 
to offer any Thing to the Public without 
conſulting Some-body. I wiſh I had advis'd 
oftner 
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oftner with bim, for then my Book wwould 
have been much more correct. But excep- 
ting him, no one had a Hand in it; nay, 
fearce a Line was ever ſeen by Any-hody 
elſe as I know of, till it was find. And 
now I bave confeſs'd thus much, I don't 
care if I un a little further to Dr. Bent- 
ley, that I have been again oblig'd to the 
Jame Perſon for his Aſiſtance in conſulting 
fome Books in the Oxford Libraries at my 
Requeſt, which in the Places where I have 
been, were not at all, or not eaſily, to be 
met with, The Dr. may make what Ad-- 
vantages of this be thinks fit; I aſſure him, 

_ T will never recriminate : For I declare to 
the World, that I fincerely believe the Dr's 
Differtation is entirely bis own, both as to 
Matter and Dreſs; and that no Friend 
whatever, no not Mr. Wotton himſesf, 
bad any Hand in it. The bappy Genius of 
ſome Authors will for ever ſecure them 
from all Scandals of this Nature : Terence 
indeed was ſuſpected, but Bavius and Mæœ- 
vius never were. Dr. Bentley has in- 
duſtriouſly contriv'd to lead his Reader in- 
to this Miſtake ; imagining, I ſuppoſe, that 
the Conqueſt would have been too cheap for 
a Man of his Rank in Letters, unleſs he 
engag d, like the Hero of a Romance, with 
great Numbers at once. But ſome Men 
have thought themſelves Heroes that were 
not, and fome that were, have * 

| their 
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their Strength, and in either of theſe Caſes 
have come off but ſcuruily. The Dr. Iam 
ſure, would have been made very ſenſible 
of this in the preſent Debate, had not I 
been kinder to him than he was to himPelf, 
and ſtept in, as I thought it became me, 
between him and the juſt Reſentments of 
that learned Body. It were Pity that any 
of thoſe worthy Men, who know ſo well 
how to employ their Hours, ſhould be di- 
verted from the Purſuit of uſeful Know- 
ledge, into ſuch trivial Enquiries as theſe, 
The Diſpute began between Dr. Bentley, 
and me; and tis fit that we two ſhould 
end it, 

I have à Requeſt to ſuch as ſhall give 
themſelves the Trouble of Perufing theſe 
Papers, that they would do me, and Dr. 
Bentley, the Juſtice to compare them, 
Paragraph by Paragraph, with his Diſ- 
ſertations. The Taſe is a little unreaſon- 
able, confidering the Length of the Diſ- 
pute; but tis neceſſary, in order to form 


a true Judgment of the Performance. 


Dr. 
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Dr. B E NTLEY's 
DISSERTATION 


UPON THE 


Epiſtles of PHALARIS, 


E X AMINO. 


R. Bentley, in the Piece Iam a- 
bout to examine, among ſeveral 
other Liberties, has taken this, 
of writing without any Method. 
Great Genius's indeed are above ordinary 
Rules: But it would ill become ſo unknown 
a Writer as I am, to exempt myſelf from 
them; and therefore I ſhall obſerve a Me- 
thod in anſwering him. 

I think moſt of the ſcatter' d Remarks he 
has made, in that particular Diſſertation 
which relates to Phalaris, will come under 
one of theſe three Heads: They are either 
ſome Arguments, which he has urged for the 
Spuriouſneſs of the Epiſtles ; or lome Faults 
which he has found with my Edition and 
Verſion of them; = ſome Matters of Fab 


A. which 


A 


Dr. Bentley's Diiſſertati ons upon the 


which he has related, as the Grounds of his 
peeviſh Quarrel. 

Theſe laſt he has thrown into an odd 
Corner of his Book, as it were out of Sight; 
and plac'd them in the Rear of all his learn- 
ed Arguments. One would imagine, by the 
Poſt he has given them, that he diſtruſted 
their Strength ; or that he wrote his Book 
firſt, and tound Reaſons for it afterwards. 
However that may be, I think myſelf 0- 
blig*d to clearup this Point in the firſt Place, 
by ſetting thoſe Matters of Fa# in their true 
Light, which Dr. Bentley has extreamly diſ- 
guis'd: And then it will be Time to conſi- 
der the wonderful Proofs he has produc*d on 
his Side, and the mighty Miſtakes he has 
thought fit to charge me with. 


About four or five Years ago, r 
Dean of Chriſtchurch, Dr. Aldrich (of whoſe 
College I was then a Member) deſir d me to 
undertake an Edition of Phalaris. I cou*'d 
deny him nothing, to whom I ow 'd ſo much; 
and therefore as unfit as I thought myſelf 
for ſuch a Taſk, I undertook it. In order 
to it, a Manuſcript of Phalaris in the King's 


Library was to be conſulted. Itwas of no Age 


or Worth, I heard, being written but juſt 
before the Reſtoration of Letters; however 
it was a Manuſcript, and therefore not to be 
neglected ; eſpecially ſince we had no ancient 
Copies, either in England, or any where elſe, 
that I could hear of. I ſent to Mr. Bennet, 


my Bookſeller in London, to get the Manu- 


T. 


{cript, and deſired him to apply himſelf to 
hs cs D 
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Dr Bentley, in my Name, for the Uſe of it; 
not doubting in the leaſt a ready Compliance 


with ſuch a Requeſt, from one of his Stati- 


on and Order ; and who beſides was at that 
very Time ina Lecture of ſome Honour and 
Profit that had lately been ſet up by one of 


my Relations ; eſpecially, ſince the Book, 


which I deſired to borrow, was of fo little 


Importance, that it had ſcarce been a Fayour 
to have lent it me, if I had not aſk'd it. 
After an Expectation of many Months; 
Mr. Bennet ſent me at laſt a Collation of Part 
of the Manuſcript, with this Account; that 
he had, with great Difficulty; and after long 
Delays, got = Manuſcript into his Hands; 
that he had it but a very few Days, when 
Dr. Bentley came to demand it again : And 
would by no Means be prevail'd upon to 
let him have the Uſe of it any longer, tho 
he told him, the Collation was not perfect- 


ed: And that he denied this Requeſt in a 


very rude Manner, throwing out ſeveral 
ſlight and diſparaging Expreſſions, both of 
me, and the Work I was about. 

This I had Reaſon to take very ill of 
Dr. Bentley, and therefore in that Part of my 
Preface, where I gavean Account of the MSS 
that were conſulted in that Edition, I inſer- 
ted theſe Words, ¶ Collatas etiam curavi uſque 
ad Epiſtolam 40, cum Ms“ in Bibliotbecd Re- 
gid, cujus mihi Copiam ulterioremBibliothecarius, 
pro fingulari ſud Humanitate, negavit.] Which 
conſidering the Uſage I had had from him, 
was as ſoft a Thing as I could well allow my- 
ſelf to ſay. The Epiſtles were no ſooner 
publiſh'd, but Dr. Bentley ſent me a Letter; 
N + oz where- 


+ Dr. Bentley's Diſſertations upon the 


wherein, after expreſſing himſelf with great 
Civility to me, he repreſented the Matter of 
Fact quite otherwiſe than I had heard it. I 
return'd him immediately as civilan Anſwer, 
to this Effect, That Mr. Bennet, whom I em- 
ployed to wait on him in my Name, gave me 
uch an Account of his Reception, that I had 
Reaſon to apprehend myſelt affronted: And, 
fince I —_ make no other Excuſe to my 
Reader, for not collating the King's MS, 
but becauſe *twas deny*d me, I thought I could 
do no leſs than expreſs ſome Reſentment of 
that Denial. That | ſhould be very much con- 
cerned if Mr. Bennet had dealt ſo ill with me, 
as to miſlead me in his Accounts; and, if that 
appear*d, ſhould be ready to take ſome Op- 
portunity of begging his Pardon: And, as I 
remember, I expreſs'd myſelf ſo, that the 
Dr. might underſtand, I meant to give himSa- 
tisfaction as publickly as I had injur*d him. 
Here the Matter reſted, and, I thought Dr. 
Bentley was ſatisfied ; eſpecially, ſince I found 
Mr.Bennet perſiſted in his Account, and ſup- 
ported it with further Proofs; and the Dr. 
ſeem'd willing to let the Diſpute drop, by 
j his not writing to me any further about it, 
| or diſcourſing Mr. Bennet concerning it, to 
k whom my Letter plainly teterr*d him. Inthis 
| Miſtake was I, tor two Years and an Half 
l after the Edition of Phalaris; till at laſt 
[ Dr. Bentley's Diſſertation came out, and con- 
1 vinc'd me that he had had Vengeance in 
his Heart all the Time, and ſuſpended hisBlow 
5 only till he could ſtrike, as he thought, to 
Will - . Purpoſe. In this angry Diſcourſe of Lis. he 
| tells the World the ſame Story (bating a Cir. 
| cumſtance 
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cumſtance or two which he has alter*d) that 
he had told me before in his Letter. His 
Words are theſe: A Bookſeller came to me in Diſt p. 66, 
the Name of the Editors, to beg the Uſe of the 
Manuſcript. It was not then in my Cuſtody; 
but as ſoon as I had the Power of it, I went 
voluntarily and offer'd it him, bidding him tell 
the Collator not to loſe any Time: For I was 
ſhortly to go out of Town for two Months. 
*Twas deliver d, ud, and return d: Not 4 
Mord ſaid by the Bearer, nor the leaſt Suſpicion 
in me, that they had not finiſh'd the Collation. 
Startled at theſe Aſſertions thus reviv'd, 
after a long Silence, and improv'd in Print, 
I examin*d Mr. Bennet again very ſtrictly and 
paricyarly. He aflur'd me, that every Word 
e had writ to me upon this Occaſion was 
punctually true; and that Dr. Bentley's Ac- 
count, where it differed from his, was en- 
tirely falſe. He drew up the Matter of Fact 
in writing, and ſet his Hand to it; givin 
me Liberty to make it public, and to al- 
fure the World, that he was ready to juſtify 
the Truth of what he had written with his 
Oath, when it ſhould be duly requir'd of him. 
He added, that Mr. Gibſon, the Collator, 
could confirm ſome Circumſtances of his Ac- 
count; and that his Brother (who was his 
Apprentice at that Time, and was ſent by 
him both to Dr. Bentley, and to the Collator) 
would have atteſted the Truth of the Whole, 
had he been alive; but he died ſome Months 
after this Matter happen'd. However, it 
his ownTeſtimony, and the Collator's, ſhould 
be liable to Suſpicion, yet ſtill there was a 
Gentleman of known Credit in the Werd, 
B 3 "0 
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6 Dr. Bentley's Diſſertation upon the 
Dr. King of the Commons, who was Witneſs ta 
all that paſs'd at one Meeting, between him 
and Dr. Bentley; and would, he hop'd, be ſo 
Juſt to him, as to give an Account of it. He 
was not miſtaken ; for Dr. King being apply*d 
to by a Friend of mine, preſently wrote him 
the following Letter, which together with 
the ſeveral Certificates of Mr. Bennet and 
Mr. Gibſon, I here offer to the Reader, 


Hereas the Reverend Dr, Bentley has 
W thought fit, in the Appendix to Mr. 
otton's Refleftions on Ancient aud Modern 
See the Learning, (p. 66, & 67) to inſert the follow- 
—_ at ing Words as Matter of Fact, |viz. A. Book- 
length Feller came to me in the Name of the Edi- 
7 5. tors, &c.] I think myſelf oblig'd to give the 
World the following Account, wherein I have 
faithfully related what paſſed on that Occaſion. 
Ius employ' d bythe Honourable Mr. Boyle, 
(and by bim only) to borrow the MS of Phala- 
ris, from Dr. Bentley. After about Nine 
ö Months Sollicitation, it was deliver'd into my 
ll Cuſtody, without any Time limited for the Re- 
I | turn of it. Within tew Days after, Dr. Bent- 
| ley call'd upon me, to have it reſtor d, and then 
told me, that he was to go into the Country. He 
ſtaid till I ſent to the Collator, and Word was 
. by the Meſſenger, that it was not col- 
lated. I then begg'd him to let me have it till 
Sunday Morning, (it was Saturday Noon when 
$1 be came) and J engag*d to oblige the Collator to 
i | fit up all Saturday Night, to get it finiſh*d. But 
. be utterly refus'd to leave it with me any longer, 
0 demanding to have it ſent that Day to Weſtmin- 
1 ſter, (which was done accordingly) and not 


1 | giving 
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giving me any the leaſt Hopes, that if I apply'd 
to him upon his Return out of the Country, I 
ſhould have leave to get the Collation perfected. 
Theſe Gircumſtances I am thus particular in, 
becauſe I had Occafion to recollect them not long 


afterwards, when Mr. Boyle's Book came out, 


and Letters paſs'd between him and Dr. Bent- 
ley, concerning the Paſſage in his Preface. 

It may not be proper, confiderins my Imploy- 
ment, for me to add an Account of the Reflecti- 
ons Dr. Bentley was pleas d to make from Time 
to Time, when I ww to him from Mr. Boyle, 
for the Uſe of the MS. He has repreſented me 
as having ſaid too much on that Subject. But, 
by good Fortune, Dr. King was preſent at one 
of the Meetings, and heard all that paſs d there. 
T hope he will do Juſtice on this Occaſion. 


1697. 


Jg 13. Tho. Bennet. 


Very well remember, that Mr. Bennet ſent 

his Man to me for Phalaris*s Epiſtles, whz1jt 
1 was collating them; and being unwilling to 
part with them, before Thadgone through them, 
1 ſent the Man back without them. But he 
preſently return d, and told me, that the Gentle- 
man, that own'd them, ſtaid at their Shop for 
them, and could not ſpare them any longer : This 
is the true Reaſon, why I could collate no more 


of the aboveſaid Epiſtles. | 
5 Witneſs my Hand, 
* Geo. Gibſon. 
B 4 81 
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3 Dr. Bentley's Diſſertation pon the 


SIR, 


Am bound in Fuſtice to anſwer your Requeſt, 

by endeavouring, as far as I can, to recollef? 
what paſs'd between Mr. Bennet and Dr. 
Bentley, concerning a MS of the Epiſtles of 
Phalaris. I cannot be certain as to any other 
Particulars, than that, among other Things, 
the Dr. ſaid, that if the MS were collated, 
it would be worth nothing for the future : 
Which I took the more Notice of, becauſe I 
thought a MS good for nothing, unleſs it were 
collated. The whole Diſcourſe was manag d 
with ſuch Inſolence, that, after he was gone, I 
told Mr. Bennet, that he ought to ſend Mr. 
Boyle Word of it; that, for my own Part, (I 
ſaid then, what I think ſtill) I did not believe 
that the various Readings of any Book were ſo 
much worth, as that a Perſon of Mr. Boyle's 
Honour and Learning ſhould be us'd fo ſcurvily 
to obtain them. That Scorn and Contempt which 
T have naturally for Pride and Inſolence, makes 
me remember that, which otherwiſe I might 
bave forgot. Believe me, Sir, to be 


Your faithful Friend 


and humble Servant, 
Doftors Com- 


ww. MWritliam King. 
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ever that it was not below me to give: And 


The Caſe then between me and Dr. Benut- 
ley ſtands thus: There is, on the one Side, 
Dr. Bentley's ſingle Aſſertion, in his own 
Cauſe ; and theſe ſeveral concurring Ac- 
counts, from Perſons of Probity and Worth, 
on the other. The Queſtion now is (if it be 
a 8 which of theſe ought to be cre- 
dited ? The Point to me is fo clear, that 1 
dare truſt the moſt partial Friend Dr. Bent- 
ley has to determine it. __— 


Mr. Bennet, and Mr. Gib/on, I think, are 


ſo little intereſted in this Diſpute, that they 


may beentirely depended upon. However, 
Dr. King is a Witneſs without Exception; 
and the Account he gives of one of thoſe 
Free Conferences Dr. Bentley held with Mr. 


Bennet, is full and home; and I do aſſure 
our Learned Critic, that whatever becomes 
of Phalaris's Letters, this of Dr. King's is 


not ſpurious. I have the Original of it by 
me under his own Hand, as I have the Ori- 


pou too of the other Papers, which ſhall 


at Dr. Bentley's, or any Man's Service, 
that pleaſes to command a Sight of them. 
And now had I not Reaſon to ſay what I 


did, and much more than I did, of Dr. Bent- 
ley, in my Preface to Phalaris ? Could I re- 
ſent the harſhTreatment he had given me in 
gentler Terms than I there made Uſe of ? 
Since he had denied me ſo cemmon a Fa- 


vour, and ſpoken of me with fo much Con- 
tempt, I was at Liberty, I think, to have re- 


turn'd his Civilities in what Way I pleas'd; 


and to have given him any Language what- 
that 
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that is a Reſtraint, which, I hope, I ſhall al- 
ways be able to lay upon myſelf, whatever 


the Provocation be. 


Dr. Bentley then conſidering all Things, 
was really oblig*d to me, for ufing him with 
ſo much Tenderneſs. What Way did he 
take of owning his Obligations? He im- 
mediately enter'd upon the Honourable and 
Chriſtian Deſign of expoſing me; and reſolv- 
ed, whatever Time or Pains it might coſt 
him, to prove, that the Epiſtles I had put 
out were a ridiculous Cheat ; and that I (or 
whoever the Editor was) was to be pity*d, 
for giving Myſelf ſo much Trouble about 
them. I ſee Monſieur Rochfaucaut drew his 
Obſervation from Nature, when he ſaid, Ve 
often pardon thoſe that injure us, but we can 
never forgive thoſe that we injure. | 

In about two or three Years Time he had 
atchiev*d this mighty Work, and compaſs'd 
a Diſſertation as big as Phalaris itſelf, to 
make his Point good. There, that he might 
be wanting in no Inſtance of Humanity, he 
tells the World, that the Edition of Phalaris 
was not mine, but only aſcrib'd to me; and, 


be it whoſe it would, that it was a faulty and 


a tooliſh one : And then tells metoo, in the 
fame Breath, that nothing of this was intend- 
ed as a Diſparagement to me; toſhow his Rea- 
der, I ſuppoſe, that he had as mean an Opi- 
nion of my Underſtanding, ashe had of my 


Learning. He names me not indeed, but in 


his civil Way of Circumlocution, calls me, 
That young Gentleman of great Hopes whoſe 
Name is ſet to the Edition. But what great 
Hopes could the World have had ofa young 

entle- 
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Gentleman, who ſhou'd have ſuffer'd the Lye 
to be publickly givenhim ina Matter, where 
his Reputation, both as a Scholarand a Man 
of Honour, was nearly concern'd, and yet 
had either not Senſe enough to diſcern the 
Affront, or not Spirit enough to reſent it? 
Dr. Bentley was not ſatisfied with giving 
me ill Uſage, unleſs he did it in ill Words 
too; and therefore he has culPd out the very 
worſt he could find, to beſtow on me: For 
ſurely no Man of liberal Education could put 
together ſo many unmannerly and flovenly 
Expreſſions without ſtudying for them. He 


IL 


_ Charges me with Calumny a, weak Detraction a, a p. 66. 


Tijuſtice a, Forgery and Slander a; with the 


baſeſt Tricks b, and a vile Afper/ion b. He tells b p. 71. 


me, that a certain Perſon, h a ſorry Critic, 


was yet a Degree above me e; and, that Print- P. 75. 
ing is a Sword in the Hand of a Child d; mean- d P. 67. 


ing, I ſuppoſe, his humble Servant. 
He likens me, by a very elegant Simile, to 


a bungling Tinker mending old Kettlese, in one e p. 76. 


Place; and by the Help of a Greek Provetb, 


calls me downright Aſs f in another. Thef p. 74- 


_ correcting the Faults of my Verſion ts, in his 
polite Way of writing, the Cleanſing of Au- 
geas's Stable g; and, to carry on the Meta- 
Pages in ſcouring h. 

Theſe are the Flowers, which Dr. Bentley 
has, with no very ſparing Hand, ſtrew'd 
throughout every Page almoſt of his learned 
Epiſtle. It can hardly be imagin'd, how one, 
that lives within the Air of a Court, ſhould 

revail with himſelf to deal in ſuch dirty 
{ anguege The Chairmen at St. * I 

are 
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dare ſay, manage their Diſputes with more 
Decency. I find the Dr. has not profited 
much by the Dependence he once had on a 
Great Man, who might have taught him, 
would he have vouchſaf'd to have learnt it, 
the Secret of engaging deep with anAdverſa- 
ry ; without Loſs of Temper, or Breach of 
good Manners. | 
But he will tell me, that few or none of 
theſe Expreſſions were levell'd at me; and 
that for a very obliging Reaſon; becauſe I 
am not included among the Editors of Pha- 
laris. Let them have been levell'd at whom 
he will, they are inexcuſable. Chew'd Bul- 
lets are not more againſt the the Law of 
Arms, than ſuch Ways of Speech are a- 
gainſt the Rules of good Writing. | 

Dr. Bentley could not have taken a better 


- 


Way of juſtifying me in what I ſaid of him, 


than by writing in this Manner he has done 
and with ſo little of that Humanity, the 
Want of which I objected to him. Moſt 
Readers will be apt to think, that he might 
robably always want it as much as they ſee 
Q does now. So that if I needed further 
Vouchers than thoſe which J have already 
brought, I would call in his own Diſſertati- 
on to witneſs for me, that I have not wrong- 
ed him ; nor given him any Character, but 
what he has ſince been courteouſly pleas'd 
to make good. = 3 
But our Critic appeals from me to more 
equitable Judges; and tells me, that he can 
produce ſeveral Letters from learned Profeſſors 
abroad, (whoſeBooks in Time Imay be fit to read) 
wherein theſe very ſame Words [pro * 
u 
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ſua Humanitate] are ſaid of him ſeriouſly and 
candidly. For I endeavour ſays he) to oblige 
even Foreigners by all Courteſy and Humanity; 
much more would I encourage and afſiſt any uſe- 

ful Defign at Home. 51 
But why muſt we go to Foreign Nations 
for a true Account of Dr. Bentley? I thought 
Mens Characters had been beſt learnt from 
thoſe among whom they convers'd. The Law 
of England is, that every Man ſhall be try'd 
by his Country and his Neighbourhood ; and 
this is not more reaſonable in the . Caſe of 
Life and Death, than in that of Reputation. 
But Dr. Bentley pleads to have a Jury of Fo- 
reign Profeſſors impannell'd to ſit upon him: 
A very ſuſpicious Defence, I think ; and 
which ought, without any more ado, to 
condemn him. Should a Man taxed with 
ill breeding here at London (where he has 
liv'd all his Time) produce Certificates in his 
behalf from ſome Correſpondents in Corn- 
wall, or Cumberland, would this Plea paſs 
at Court? Granting Dr. Bentley Foreigners 
to have ſaid thoſe Things of him which he 
ſays they have, tis becauſe they are Fo- 
reigners ; We, that have the Happineſs of a 

nearer Converſation with him, know him 
better ; and may perhaps take an, Opportu- 
nity of ſetting thoſe miſtaken Strangers 

right in their Opinions concerning him. 
Thus much, upon the Suppoſition that he 
has theſe Teſtimonials by him : But I, who 
have had ſome Dealings with him, have learnt 
a little to miſtruſt his Accounts; and ſhall 
therefore, before I make any more Remarks 
upon this Paſſage, tell the Reader a 2 
5 ere 


* 
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about a Point of Hiſtory, between an Inge- 


Dr. Bentley's Diſſertation upon the 
There was, not many Years ago, a Diſpute. 


nious Gentleman and a Learned Prelate of our 
Church, well known to Dr. Bentley. When 
the Gentleman was at a Loſs for Proofs, his 
laft Reſort was always to a certain Cheſt at 
Ncolmkill, where there were MSS, it ſeems; 
never ſeen by any Body beſides himſelf, that 
prov'd every Thing he had a Mind to. This 
preſently put anEnd to the Controverſy : for 
there was no diſputing againſt inviſible Au- 
thorities. How far this may be Dr. Bentley's 
Caſe, and whether the Letters from learned 
Profeſſors abroad, which he talks of, may 


not lie in ſome ſuch Cheſt as thoſe Records 


lay in, I will not pretend to determine, 
However, ſince they are MSS, I know his 
Fondneſs for thoſe precious Jewels ſo well, 
that I believe he will be h of making them 
public. Till he does, the printed Proofs, 
that have been given of his great Humanity 
will ſtand good againſt what he tells us has 
been written to him. | 
Sure I am, there are ſome learned Men 
abroad, that are far from complimenting 
him. One of them, a Man of great Note, has 
complain'd to me, how ill he has been us'd 
by him, in a Caſe nearly reſembling mine z 
and complain'd in very expreſſive Terms; 
which, not yet having his Leave for it, I do 
not think myſelf at Liberty to publiſh. 
Another, that was defirous to have a Sight 
of the Alexandrian MS, and apply*d himſelf 
to Dr. Bentley very earneſtly for it, met with 
no other Anſwer to his Requeſt, but that 
the Library was not fit to be Ad * * 
X- 
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Excuſe for a Library-keeper to make, who 


had been four Years in that Service! And 


this Inſtance of his Humanity, I aſſure him, 
is of no old Date; it happen'd ſince he 
purg'd himſelf in his new Diſſertation, and 
gave learned Men Encouragement to expect 
better Uſage. | | 

If he goes on at this Rate, as we have no 
Reaſon to doubt but he will, Foreigners will 
begin to. ſuſpect whether we have, as we 
pretend, the AlexandrianMS, or indeed whe- 
ther the King has any Library. 

But becauſe the Dr. ſtrongly argues from 
bis being ready to oblige even Foreigners by all 
Courteſy and Humanity, that he would much 
more be ready to do ſo to learned Men at Home, 
I will add one domeſtic Inſtance of his 


Courteſy too, that my Inſtances may be e- 


very Way as large as his Aſſertions. 

I have now a Letter by me under the Hand 
of Sir Edward Sherburn, (a Gentleman of 
known Worth and Learning) wherein he has 
theſe Words; I have ſent Rubenius's Book [de 
vita Mallii, put out by Grævius in Halland, 
and dedicated to Dr. Bentley] the Honour of 
whoſe Publication Mr. Bentley hath ungrate- 
fully robb*d me of. The Meaning of this is ex- 
plain'd in a Latin Memorandum enter'd by 
Sir Edward in the Book itſelf ; where he 
ſays, that he put the MS into Dr. Bentley's 
Hands, under this Condition, that he fhoulg 
ſend it to Grævius to be publiſh'd, letting him 
know from whence he had it, and deſiring bim 
to make an honourable Mention of him, as the 
Perſon that had oblig'd the World with it. The 
Edition came out, it was dedicated to Dr. Bent- 


ley, 
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| ley, the Honour of the Publication given to him; 


and not one Word of Sir Edward Shirburn ſaid 


in it. The Sophiſts are every where pelted 


by Dr. Bentley, for putting out what they 
wrote in other Mens Names; but I did not 
expect to hear ſo loudly of it from one that 
has ſo far out done them: For, I think, *tis 
much worſe to take the Honour of another 
Man'sBook to one's ſelf, than to entitle one's 
own Book to another Man. | 

But Grævius, it may be, was in Fault: 


And forgot to do Sir Edward Sherburn Ju- 


ſtice. Tis hardly to be imagin'd he could, 


had Dr. Bentley told him plainly, that the 
MS was put into his Hands under that ex- 


reſs Condition: But if the Dr. only gave 
me ſlight Intimation of it, Grævius might 
indeed forget to do what he did not know 


* whether it were in good Earneſt expected 
of him, or not. | 


But ſuppoſing the Original Omiſſion to 
have lain wholly at Grevius's Door, yet how 
came the Dr. to be ſo very quiet under it af- 
terwards ? Why did he not ſend immediate- 
ly to Sir Edward Sherburnto excuſe it? Why 
did he not take Care to have this Neg- 


lect repair'd in the next Holland Journal? 


Nothing of this was done; and therefore, 


ſhould the Dr. not have been the willing 


Occaſion of the Miſtake, yet at leaſt he was 
very willing that it ſhould prevail. | 
Upon a View of thisStory, Iam apt to re- 


tract mySuſpictons aboutDr. Bentley*s|Letters 
from Learned Profeſſors. He may perhaps 
have Teſtimonials of his Courteſie by him, 


if 
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if he ſticks at no Method of procuring them: 
By ſuch Arts as theſe tis eaſy for a Man 
to get a Reputation of Humanity abroad, with- 


out deſerving to be much commended for 
his Honeſty at home. Tis an hard Word, 


and which I ſhould not eaſily allow myſelf 


to uſe, but that I think I may take a great- 


ter Liberty in another Man's Behalf, than in 


my OWN. 


By Dr. Bentley's Way of treating Sir William | 
Temple, Sir Edward Sherburn, and myſelf, one 


would imagine, that he had vow'd Hoſtility 
to all Gentlemen pretending to Letters; that 
he thought they broke in upon a Trade, which 


none but thoſe of the Body Corporate of 


profeſs'd Scholars ought to deal in; and fo, 
looking upon them as the Eaſt- India Company 
does upon Interlopers, was reſolv'd to uſe 
them accordingly. | : 

By this Time the Reader is able tojudge, 
how far my Character of Dr. Bentley ſuits 
him, and how far he might ful! expect to 
have that Character publicly given him; 
whether his Humanity be fingular, or not, 
and whether my Opinion be ſingular con- 
cerning it, I hope I have now let the Matters of 
Fact in atrue Light? Ihave only ſome few Re- 
marks to add on ſome Paſſages in the Story 
which Dr. Bentley tells of this Matter, in 
which either his Memory, or his Since- 
rity fail'd him. 

He begins his Account with a great (and 


I had almoſt ſaid a wilful) Miſtake : He ſays, 


have told the World in my Pretace, that 
1 had collated the King*s MS as far as the goth 
Epiſtle, and would have done fo throughout, — 

| | : C that 
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that the Library Keeper, &c. Whereas I 
told the World not that 7 had collated that 
Ms, but that I had taken Care to get it col- 
lated: My Words are, collatas etiam [viz. 
Epiſtolas] curavi cum MS* in Bibliotheca 
Regia, &c. „ 3 

The Difference here, as ſlight as it may 
ſeem, is material; and Dr. Bentley, one may 
gueſs, was aware of it. He ſaw very well, 
that unleſs I was repreſented as having col- 
lated the King's MS myſelf, he could not 
well lay the Miſtakes of the Collation upon 
me; which he was reſolv'd however to do 
to the utmoſt; and therefore gave that con- 
venient Turn to this Matter of Fact at the 
Entrance; which might beſt ſerve to coun- 
tenance his Criticiſms that follow. ———_ 

With this View; he makes an unfair and 
broken Citation of my Words in the Mar- 
gin; placing there only thus much out of 
my Preface, [M in Bibliothecd Regid, cu- 
Jus mihi copiam ulteriorem Bibliotbecarius, pro 
ingulari ſud bumanitate negavit.] and taking 
no Notice of the Words that introduce theſe; 
f collatas etiam curavi cum] without which the 
Sentence is imperfect, and unintelligible. . 

Dr. Bentley could not have given us a bet- 
ter Earneſt of his Integrity, at his firſt Setting 
out: The reſt of his Account, we ſhall find 
is wrote with the ſame Degree of Truth and 
Fairneſs. The true Story (lays he) 7s thus » 
A Bookſeller came to me in the Name of the Edi- 
tors, to beg (he would fay, defire) the Uſe of 


the MS. Ne knows very well, that Mr. Ben- 


net went to him in my Name only; Mr. Ben- 
net himſelf is poſitive in the Point: But left 
8225 the 
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the Dr. ſhould deny it, I have, by good 
luck, preſerv*d ſo much of his Letter by me, 
as relates to this Particular. There he was 
was pleas'd to uſe theſe civil Expreſſions : 
Mr. Bennet deſired me to lend him the Manu- 
ſcript Phalaris, to: be collated, becauſe a young 
Gentleman, Mr. Boyle of Chriſt-church, was 
going to publiſh it. I told him, that a Geutle- 
man of that Name and Family, to which I had 
ſo many Obligations, and ſhould always have an 


Honour for, might command any Service that 


lay in my Power. But now he lays, that Mr. 
Bennet came to him in the Name of the E- 
ditors. How came I to be multiplied at 
this Rate? Unleſs he has recollected himſelf 
ſince, and remembers the little Circumſtan- 
ces of this Tranſaction better at two or three 
Years Diftance; than he did immediately af- 
ter it happen'd. | 

He proceeds in his True Story.--It was not 
then in my Cuſtody; but es ſoon as I had the 
Power of it, I went voluntarily, and effer'd it 
him. What he means by its not being in his 
Cuſtody; whether that he had lent it to ſorne- 
body elſe, or that he was not yet fully en- 
ter'd on his Office, or that he had it not in 
his Pocket; muſt be a Secret, till he plea- 


les to explain himſelf. Whatever his Mean- 


ing be, the Reader is deſir'd to take Notice, 
that there was about nine Months Sollicitati- 


on us'd to procure it: A longer Time than. 


he needed to fetrieve it out of the Hands 
of thoſe to whom he might have lent it, or 
than the Ceremony of his Inauguration to 
his Library-keeper's Place cou'd require. 
I'm ture he was much rimbler with my Col- 


81 lator; 
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lator; for, inſtead of nine Months he would 
not allow him nine Days Time to peruſe it 
= Taj 
His next Words are, bidding him tell the 
Collator not to loſe any Time, (which tranſlat- 
ed into Engliſh, is, Jidding him let the Colla- 
tor know, that he muſt not loſe any Time) for 1 
was ſhortly to go out of Town "x two Months. 
This, I have Reaſon to think, is pure Ficti- 


on; Mr. Bennet remembers nothing of it: 


But he very well remembers, that when the 
Dr. came to demand the MS of him again, 
he then told him, he was to go into the 
Country, and gave. that for his Reaſon why 
he could allow himno further Time to col- 
late it in. It was a mighty Treaſure it ſeems, 
the Credit of the King's Library depended 
on the Alexandrian MS, and That ; therefore 
he would not truſt it out of thoſe Walls a 
Day longer. Beſides, (which is a Circum- 
ſtance, that tho* Dr. Bentley has, yet Dr. 
King has not forgotten) had it been collated, 
it would have been worth nothing for the fu- 
ture. This was an Objection not to be got 
over; eſpecially ſince Mr. Bennet had no 
Orders from me to take the proper Way 
of removing it. | 

It follows, it was deliver d,us*d, and returu- 
ed; not a Word ſaid by the Bearer, nor the 
leaſt Suſpicion in me, that they bad not finiſh'd 
the Collation. This is roundly averr'd ; but 
the Reader has Mr. Bennet's, and Mr. Gib- 
ſon's Certificates; and, after comparing them 


with this Paſſage, may believe as he thinks 
fit. 


eil 


6O AM AE. Att - Mie 


DW 


_ Epiſtles of Phalaris, Examin'd. 

N. 200, (ſays he) the Collation it ſeems, was 
ſent defective to Oxon, and the Blame, 1 fup- 
Poſe, laid upon me. Does he only ſuppoſe it? 
Did not I poſitively write him Word, that 


it was laid upon him, and ſo laid upon him, 


that I was oblig'd to take Notice of it? But 


he is to be excus'd for forgetting what wrote 
to him, when it appears, that he has forgot 
what he himſelf wrote to me. 

After a few Months, out comes the new Edi- 
tion, with thisSting in the Mouth of it. It was 
a Surprize indeed to find there, that our MS 


was not perus d. Our MS ! that is, his Maje- 


ſty's and mine. I thought indeed by the 
Price Dr. Bentley ſet upon the MS, he fanſi- 
ed himſelf to have ſome Intereſt in it : He 
{peaks out now, *tis no longer the King's, 


but Our MS, i. e. Dr. Bentley's and the King's 


in common : An Expreſſion as much too 
familiar for a Library-keeper, as Ego & Rex 
meus, was fora Cardinal. I will not, for the 
future, ſo nicely obſerve his Indecencies, 
ſinceI find he is ſo general and undiſtinguiſn- 
ing in them. c . 

It was a Surprize indeed to find there, that 
our MS was not perus d. Could they not have 
aſk d for it again then after my Return? Yes, 
could, Sir, and have beendeny'd it again; 
which I was not very willing to venture. I 
neither thought myſelf fo little, nor Dr. 
Bentley ſo great, nor the MS ſo conſide- 
rable, that I ſhould make a ſecond Ap- 
plication for it, after ſuch a Repulle ; no, 
not tho* I had been ſure of obtaining it, 
much leſs could I ever think of afking it 


Sx again, 
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again, when, by what Mr. Bennet had told 


me, I had all the Reaſon in the World to 


think, I ſhould be again deny'd it. 
But there is a Reaſon for every Thing, lays 


the Dr. and tbe Myſtery was ſoon reveal d] A 


pretty decent Phraſe on ſo light an Occaſion 
but this 1s not the only Inſtance, where the 
Critic has got the better of the Divine. Well, 
but how was the Myſtery reveal d? why, He 


had the hard Hap, it ſeems, in ſome private 


Converſation, to ſay, that the Epiſtles were 
ſpurious, aud unworthy of a new Edition: 
Hine ills Lachryme. If he ſaid this, as he 
intimates he did, at Qxford, where the Book 
was then printing, he ſaid a very uncivil 
Thing; and what, in his Dialect, he terms 
his ard Hap, other People would be apt to 
call his id Breeding. However I ſeriouſly de- 
clare, I was utterly a Stranger to thisDiſcourſe 
of his, till he told me of it in Print, Imight 
hear, perhaps, of his being in Oxford; but 
I had heard too much of his Diſcourſe with 
Mr. Bennet, to be curious in making any 

Enquiries into his private Converſation. 
The Reader will excuſe this tedious De- 
ſcant on Dr. Bentley's Relation of Matter of 
Fact. The true Story of our MS was a Point 
of Importance; my Honeſty was concern'd 
in this Part of the Diſpute, the reſt only 
touches my Learning. Having therefore, I 
hope, juſtified my Conduct where it moſt be- 
came me to do it, the Matters of pure Cri- 
ticiſm will give me no Concern, I'm ſure, 
tho* they may put me to ſome little Trouble, 
I ſhall enter upon them with the Indifference 
oa Gamceſter, who plays but for a Trifle, 
| | which 
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which tis much the ſame to him whether he 
wins or loſes. 0 


I ſhould now fall cloſely to my Work, the : 
Authority of Phalaris's Epiſt les, but that there 


is an Introduction of Dr. Bentley's that lies 
in my Way, and muſt firſt have a Reflection 
or two beſtow d upon it. 
He begins it with telling us, that Mr. 
Wotton, by the Power of a long Friendſhip 
between them, engag d him to write it. | 

I hope Mr. Wotton will let the Publick 
know, that he neither engag' d his Friend to 
write upon this Subject in this Manner, nor 


approv d of theſe Diſcourſes, when written: 


which the World will preſume him to have 
done, till the contrary appears; and till he 
has diſclaim'd Dr. Bentley's Attempt as pub- 
licly, as he now ſeems to countenance and 
2vow it. Tis a little ſtrange, that Mr. Wot. 
ton in aſecondEdition of his Book, which he 
had diſcreetly taken Care to purge of moſt 
things that look' d like Ill-mannersin himſelf, 
ſhould be prevail'd upon to allow a Place to 
the Ill-manners of another Man. But I hear, 
and I am not unwilling to think, that Mr. 
Wotton receiv'd this Preſent at aVenture from 
Dr. Bentley, and let it be printed, without giv- 


ing himſelf theTrouble of reading it. And I 


the rather fall in with this Account, becauſe I 


235 


find Mr. Wotton in hisBook * zealoully vindi- # p. 415. 
cating the Age from theImputation of Pedan- & 416. 


try; and aſſuring us, that tho* the Citation of 
Scraps of Latin, and nauſeous Oſtentation of 
reading were in faſhion fifty or ſixty Vears 
ago, yet all that is now in a great mea» 
ure difus'd. Which, I ſuppoſe, he would ne- 
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Dr. Bentley's Diſſertation upon the 
ver have done in ſome of the laſt Pages of 
his Book, if he had then known of the Diſſer- 
tation that immediately follows it. 

A Gentleman of my Acquaintance was 
obſerving to me, what a motly unequal Work, 
theſe two Pieces make, as they now lie to- 
gether. Mr. Wotton (ſaid he) in his Reflections 
takes in the whole Compats of Ancient and 
Modern Learning; and endeavours to ſhow 
wherein either of them has been defective, 
and wherein they have excell'd. A large 
Deſign, fit for the Pen of my Lord Bacon ? 
and in the well executing of which any one 
Man's Life would be uſefully ſpent! Dr. 
Bentley comes after him with a Diſſertation, 
half as big as his Book, to prove, that three 
or four {mall Pieces aſcrib'd to ſome of the 
Ancients, are not ſo ancient as they pretend 
to be: A very inconſiderable Point; and 
which a wiſe Man would grudge the throw- 


ing away a Week's Thought upon, if he 


could gain it! And whatthen ſhall we ſay of 
him, that has ſpent two or three Yearsof his 
Life, to loſe it? Mr. J's Motive to write 
was, he tells us, a Piece of public Service 
that he hop'd he might do the World; Dr. 
Bentley's is plainly a private Pique, and ſuch 
as it was utterly unfit for him to act upon, 
either as a Scholar or a Chriſtian; much 
more, as he was one in Holy Orders, and 
that had undertaken the public Defence of 
Religion. Mr. W. (continued he) is modeſt 
and decent; ſpeaks generally with Reſpect 
of thoſe he hiffers from, and with a due Di- 
ſtruſt of his own Opinions: Dr. Bentley is po- 
fitive,and pert; hasno Regard for what other 

Men 


Fpiftles of Phalaris, Examin'd. 
Men have thought or ſaid, and no Suſpici- 
ons that he is fallible. Mr. Vs Book has a 
Vein of Learning running through it, where 
there is no Oftentation of it : Dr. Bentley's 
Appendix has all the Pomp and Show of 
Learning, without the Reality. In truth, 
(ſaid he) there is ſcarce any Thing, as the 


Book now ſtands, in which that and the Ap- 
pendix agree, but in commending and ad- 


miring Dr. Bentley; in which they are fo 
very much of a Piece, that one would think 
= Bentley had writ both the one and the o- 
ther. 20 

But leaving theſe two Friends to the Plea- 
ſure of their mutual Civilities, I ſhall go on 
to the reſt of my Remarks on Dr. Bentley's 
Introduction. After telling us then at whoſe 


Inſtance he wrote this famous Piece of Cri- 
ticiſm, he begins to give us a Caſt of his 


Skill in the Point. Sir W. Temple had obſerv'd 
inFavour of theAncients,that ſome of the oldeſt 
Books wwe have are the beſt in their Kinds. To 
this Dr. Bentley replies, that ſome of the 
oldeſt Books arethe beſt in their Kinds, the ſame 
Perſon having the double Glory of Invention 
and Perfection, is a Thing obſerv'd even by 
ſome of the Ancients. And for this he very 
I-arnedly quotes Dion Chryſaſtom: But then 
(ſays he) the Authors they gave this Honour to, 
are Homer and Archilochus, one the Father 


of Heroic Poem, and the other of Epode and 


Trochaic, p. 7. What he means by laying 
that this had been obſerv'd even by ſome of 
the Ancients, is not eaſy to apprehend, nor 


why he quotes Dion Chryſe/tom for it, whoſe 
Authority either in this, or any otherCaſe, is 
| not 


* 
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not very conſiderable; and who beſides does 
not fay that for which he is produc'd; ef- 
pecially when there is an approves Writer 
more antient than Dion, that has directly ſaid 
that for which Dioꝝ is improperly brought, 
Dioa, in the Oration quoted, after a tedious 
inſipid Exordium about the different Talents 
of praiſing and diſpraiſing, takes Occaſion 
from thence to mention Homer as the famous 
Parent of Panegyric, as Archilochus was of 
Satyr ; and ie: 5 them to all others in their 
Way. But he has not a Word there about 
the oldeſt Books being the beſt in their Kind, or 
of the double Glory of inventiug and perfecting; 
tor which Dr. Bentley gravely produces him. 
But tho? Dion ſays nothing of this, Velleius 
Paterculus does: Non quenquam alium (lays 
he) cujusOperis primus Autor fuerit, in eo per- 
felliſſimum reperiemus præter Homerum & Ar- 
chilocum, Lib. 1. Cap. g. Tis a little odd, 
methinks, that Dr. Bentley, who profeſſes 
in this Piece of his to give Battle to Sophiſts 
and Sophiſtry, and to decry them as a Com- 
pany of illiterate Scriblers, ſhould yet think 
fit to grace the very Entrance of his Work, 
with vouching the Authority of as errant a 
Sophiſt and Declaimer as ever was; and 
with vouching him for what he really did 
not ſay; and for what had been ſaid by a 
Much better Hand, before him. Burt great 
Scholars have very particular Ways with 
them. | 

Dr. Beniley goes on: But the Choice of Pha- 
laris and Aſop, as they are now extant, for 
the two great and inimitable Originals, is a 
Piece of Criticiſm of a peculiar +" 

I. 


— a as. 


| 
( 
p 
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} 


Epiſtles of Phalaris, Examin d- 
muſt proceed from a Singularity of Palate and 


udgment. 1 2 
For Aſop it will be Time enough to ac- 


count, when I come to the entire Diſſerta- 


tion that concerns him. But as to Phalaris's 
Epiſtles, many learned Men of different Ages 


and Countries, have been profeſs'd Admirers 


of them; never any Man, till the judicious 
Dr. Bentley aroſe, pretended to deſpiſe them: 
even thoſe Critics of late Days, who ſuſpec- 
ted their being genuine, yet allow d them to 
be finiſh'd Things in their Way, and excel- 
lently well counterfeited. And therefore the 
Value which Sir W. Temple profeſſes for them 
cannot be ſaid to proceed from a Singulari- 


ty of Palate «ys Judgment: At leaſt this ought 


not to be ſaid by him, who but four Pages 
afterwards lets us know, thatStobeus eſteem'd 
them ſo highly, as to inſert ſome of them into 
his judicious Collections; and that Suidas 
terms them 'Eri-oXas bavuacing mav,moſt admi- 
rable Letters. Sir W. Temple, one would have 
thought, might have been ſecur'd from the 
Imputation of Singularity by the concurring 
—— of two ſuch Men, for whom, we 
may be ſure, Dr. Bentley on any other Occaſion 
would have had a particular Regard; the one 
an eminent Common: placer, and te other a 
no leſs eminent Dictionary-writer. Tis a 
pleaſant Reflexion to conſider that Dr. Bent- 
ley, at the ſame Time that he is paſſing this free 
Cenſure on Sir V. Temple's Palate, is himſelf 
advancing an Opinion contrary to the Senſe 
of all Mankind that had ever written before 
him. Will not a modeſt Reader, on this Oc- 

| caſion, 


* 
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s caſion, be apt to fay, that both the Criticiſin 
and the Critic too are of a peculiar Com- 
flexion? | 
He forgets, I believe, when and where a 
certain Critic of our Times maintain'd, that 

Ovid and Manilius were the only two Poets 
that had Mit among the Ancients. A very 
extraordinary Piece of Criticiſm! and which, 

_ doubtleſs, proceeded not from any Singula- 
rity of Palate and Judgment ! *Tis juſt as if 
I ſhould ſay, that Sir V. Temple and Dr. 
Bentley are the two beſt-bred Writers living, 
or, to put it into the Dr's more learned and 
polite Way, that Nireus and Therſites were 
the only two formoſe Men that repaired to the 
Siege of Ilium. Manilius writes with juſt as 
much Wlit as Dr. Bentley does with Modeſty : 
Only the Difference is, Manilius's Subject 

would not admit of Wit; and. therefore he 
might have it, for ought we know, tho? he 
did not ſhow it: Whereas Dr. Bentley's Sub- 
ject, (which is generally himfelf ) does not 
only admit of Modeſty, but require it. | 
The reſt of Dr. Bentley's Preamble is tak- 
en up in givingus an Account how ſpurious 
Books came to prevail upon the World. 
He lays, this was a Practice almoſt as old as 
Letters; bat that it chiefly prevail d, when the 
King of Pergamus and Alexandria, rivalling 
ene another intheMagmificence and Copiouſnefs of 

their Libraries, gave great Rates for any Trea- 
tiſes that carried the Names of celebrated Au- 
thors; and this he proves out of Galen upon 
Fippocrates de Natura Hominis, 


There 
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There are other old Writers that tell this 
Story, and tell it more truely, than Galen 
did, tho* a Native of Pergamus. He poſi- 
tively affirms, in favour of the Point he is 
roving, that till the Time of theſe rival 
Privices there was no ſuch Thing as a ſpuri- 
ous Book in the World ; which is neither 


true, nor agreeable to what Dr. Bentley tells us 


in the Caſe, that he Practice of forging Books 
was almoſt as old as Letters. Here Te: as 
before in the Caſe of Paterculus, Dr. Bent- 
ley ſhould have contented himſelf with vouch- 
ing appoſite, tho common Authorities; 


and not have gone out of his Way to have 


fetch'd in a Witneſs, that after all, ſpeaks 
againſt him. But he loves to ſurprize and 


dazzle his Reader: For who would expect 
to ſee a Point of Hiſtory ſettl'd out of a 


Phyſfician ? 
I thought indeed Quotation had been the 
Dr's peculiar Province: And that either he 


could manage that to Advantage, or no- 


thing. But theſe two awkward Proofsout of 
Dion Chryſoſtom and. Galen (the very firſt he 
has produc'd) have ſhook my Opinion of 
him even in this Reſpect. As we go further, 
we ſhall ſee clearlier what to judge of him. 

I will detain the Reader no longer in the 
Approaches to our Argument, than till I 
have deſir'd him to joyn with me in his 
Thanks to Dr. Bentley, for the Intimation he 
has given us of a certain Supplement to Pe- 
tronius found at Buda. He does not, I ſup- 
poſe, mean that from Alba Græca, which any 


of his Dictionaries would have told him was 


Latin, not for Buda, but Belgrade: And there- 
| fore 


2 


8 
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fore I conclude, that this muſt be ſome new 
Diſcovery; which Dr. Bentley has had earlier 
Notice of; than the reſt of the learned World; 
and that in Time he will oblige us witha 
further Account of it. 


R. Bentley having declared open War 
againſt Phalaris, and all his Party, and 
having in his own Opinion gain'd the Victo- 
ry, thought that the more captive Critics 
there were to follow his Chariot- Wheels, the 
more glorious would his Triumph be: He 


begins therefore with giving us Account of 


the Number and Strength of the Enemy he 
engages. He tells us, that the Epiſtles have 
been admitted as genuine, ever ſince Stobæus“s 
Time; that he has quoted them thrice; that 
Suidas ſpeaks of them with Honour; and that 
Tzetzes has made large Extracts out of them. 
Theſe three, I think, ſays he, are the only Men 
among the Ancients that make any mention of 
them.* They are perhaps the only Ancients, 
whoſeTeſtimonies are to be met with, in any 
of thePrefaces toPhalaris: But Dr. Bentley, me- 
thinks, ſhould have dug deeper for his Materi- 
als, and conſulted original Authors. Had he 
done ſo, he might have found, that they are 


( 1 mention'd too by (a) Photius in his Epiſtles, 


that they are quoted by Nonnus (4) in hisHiſto- 
rical Comment onSt. Gregory's Invectives, and 


by the (c) Scholiaſt on Ariſtophanes, that very 


(5) "Ng & avro; > o. is imrony Pros eg D r 
dec. p. 144. e. Flut. verl. 142. Kai 6 OaMags;' 
— 6 gHννͤ THY πν , Vas xAIaNT a ⁰ πν ν⁰. | 


Scho- 
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Scholiaft ; whom one would think, the Dr. : 
by his citing him ſo often (e), had through- le) P. rem. 
ly read. The lateſt of theſe is ſome Cen- ' 7 _ 
turies older than either Suidas or Tzetzes., — 1444 

Indeed Tzetzes, who liv'd but in the 12th r. 
Century, deſerves not to be call'd an Au- 
cient; and Dr. Bentley himſelf is of this Mind | 
in another Part of his Diſſertation , where (r. 33. 

he ſtiles him @ Later Greek. But it was con- 
venient that he ſhould be an Ancient here, 
and a Modern there, in order to the diffe- 
. Ends which Dr. Bentley had to ſerve by 
= | 
_ Beſides theſe, there is another remarkable 
Quotation from theEpiſtles in Stobæus, which 
Dr. Bentley has overlook' d; tis Tit. CCXVIII. 
where an entire Epiſtle of Phalaris is tran- 
{crib'd, as It is again in the Collection of An- 
tonius and Maximus the Monks, which accom- - 
panies Stobæus. Had Dr. Bentley had theſe 
Authorities in his View, he might with bet- 


a ter Grounds, tho? not with more Aſſurance, 2 | 
have pronounc'd, that * The Epiſtles have tbe * 

. general Warrant andCertificate for this laſt thou- 

; ſand Years, before the Reftorgtion of Learning. 

I And thus far I can agree with him: But 

X when he further aſſures us, that f Al the + P. an, | 
ol Scholars of thoſe Ages receiv'd them for trueOri- & 2. | 
. ginals; as willing as I am to hear any Thing 

5 in Phalaris's Favour, I muſt beg leave to 
4 diſſent from him; becauſe I find one of f 
y thoſe I mentioned (and him a Scholar, I 


think if there were any in the Age in which 

8 he liv d) ſpeaking of them with ſome Diſtruſt: 

8 "Tis Photius ] mean;who gives them indeed an 
extraordinary Character, and prefers them ” | 

10 10 
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the Epiſtles of Plato, Ariſtotle, and Demoſt— 

henes : But withal intimates his Suſpicions 

that they are not genuine, when he calls them 

Ep. 207. the? Epiſtles that are attributed to Phalaris, 
Te; tig H and joyns them with thoſe that (as he ſpeaks): 
agu wa- are aſcrib d to f Brutus. * 
ABN With theſe Ancients, he tells us, many 
+ Ib. 4% Moderns have concurr'd in Opinion; parti» 
Bed ros i- Cularly, that Fazellus and Jacobus Capellus,ews" 
vil. very Learned Men, have aſſerted the Credit 
of the Epiſtles; and that Selden himſelf de- 

pended on them ſo much, as to determine a 

Point of Chronology out of them. And now 

what would a modeſt Man expect ſnould have 

been Dr. Bentley's End in reckoning up all 

theſe great Mens Opinions, but to ſtrengthen 

and countenance his own? whereas he brings 

them in, only to ſhew how impoſſible it was 

for them to judge right, who had the Miſ- 

fortune to live before him. In Spite of what 

the learned Men of ſo many Ages and Na- 

tions have thought and ſaid, Dr. Bentley 

(4) P. 64. knows (a) and will demonſtrate (b) Phalariy's 
()P. 5. Epiſtles 1 be ſpurious: Nay, he is very much 
" miſtaken, he ſays, in the Nature and Force of 
Bis Proofs, ifever any Man hereafter, that reads 

(c) P. 13 *-them, perſiſt in his old Opinion of making Phalaris 
: an Author. (c) I will own to the Reader, that 
had theſe Words offer*d themſelves to me be- 

fore J had been acquainted with Dr. Bentley's 
Manner, they would have given me ſomeUn- 

_ eaſineſs. Phalaris was always a favourite 
Book with me; from the Moment I knew it, 

I wiſh'd it might prove an Original: I had 

now and then indeed ſome Suſpicions that 

it was not genuine; but I lov'd him ſo much 

more 
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more than I ſuſpected him, that I would not 


ſuffer myſelf to dwell long upon them. To 
be ſincere, the Opinion, or Miſtake if you 
will, was ſo pleaſing, that I was ſomewhat 
afraid of being undeceiv'd. However, I ven- 
tur'd to try, whether the Dr's Proofs would 
overbear me with that Weight of Demonſtra- 
tion they threatned, I read them, I weigh'd 
them; and I found, to my Satisfaction, that 
Phalaris might ſtill be an Author, notwithſtand- 
ing what Dr. Bentley had ſaid againſt him. Nay, 
I affure the Reader, that my Doubts about the 
Authority ofthe Epiſtles, ſince I read Dr. Benut- 
ley's Diſſertation, are much lefſen'd : And if he 
ſhould write once more upon the Subject, per- 
haps the Point would be clear to me. 

is Arguments againſt the Epiſtles (the 
are to go for ſuch, till I have prov'd them not 
to be Arguments) when taken out of the Con · 
fuſion with which he has deliver*d them, may 
be diftinguiſh*d into ſuch, as affect the M pole, 
or touch only thoſe particular Epiſtles from 
whence they are drawn. The firſt of theſe 
are of greateſt Conſequence ; for if any one of 
them holds, the Authority of the Epiſtles is 


in Danger: And I ſhall therefore, with Dr. 


Bentley's Leave, conſider them inthe firſt Place. 
In order to come at any of theſe, I muſt over- 
look a great many of his Pages for the pre- 
ſent; not without Intentions of returning to 
them, for he has advanc'd Nothing on this 


and Place, have a thorough Examination. 


The firſt of theſe General Proofs, that 1 
meet with, (for I ſhall take them as they lie) 
is in the 22th n where the Dr. objects 


againſt 
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Subject, bur what ſhall, in it's proper Time 
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againſt the Dialect Pholaris uſes; who reign» 


(4) P. 44. — in Sicily,and being, as he tells us (a), born 


there, ſhould have ſpoken Doric, the prevai- 
ling Language of the land; whereas he 
writes Attic, the beloved Dialect of the So- 
phiſts, in which they alfected to excell aue ano- 


(5) P. 41. * even to Pedantry and Solæciſin. () 


% P. 41. 


ume a clear Notion what it is to be. g 
even to Pedantry : But the being affected. e- 
ven ta Yolaciſm, and in Attic too, is to me, 
1 confeſs, a very 9 Degree of 

At- 


Tho' it be no very material Point, 8 
cannot grant the Dr. that the Language 
the Letters is propperly Attic. There are 
indeed ſeveral Attic Ways of S cechin them ; 
but ſo there are in other Authors, who con- 
teſſedly wrote in the common Dialect. Tis 
one Thingto mix Attici/ms in one's Style, and 
another Thing ſtrictly to write Aetic; Ho 

, did the one, 7 hucydides and Plato che other: 
however bo body. will fay, that Hamer wrote 


in the fame Dialect with Thu i it and Plato. 


Dr. Bentley has A bundance of pure Angliciſms 
in his Latin and Laziniſms in his Engliſh; but 
he will not for all that be willing to allow, 
either, that his Diſſertation on Malala. is in 
Enugli iſh, or that this on Phalaris is in Latin. 
Well, but ſuppoſing the Letters to be in 
tir, what Uſe does he make of this? why, 
e argues from hence, that they were written 
by the Sophiſts; who, he tells us, affected to 
.- xceloue another in writing Attic, even toPedan- 
try and Solæciſin. (c) A very deep Reflection 


So deep, that I muſt confefs myſelf. to be a 


3 irtle at a Loſs for the Meaning of it. The 
eruſal of a late Author indeed hag 
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Affectation. I thought, the Atbenians, of all _ 
the Greeks, ſpoke the moſt properly, and 
purely, and were the furtheft remov'd from 
any Suſpicion of Solæciſu; and that therefore 
no one could be guilty of it, he he ſpoke 
as they ſpoke, any more than a Man can 
ſtick ſtrictly to the Language of the. Court, 
and yet ſpeak falſe Engliſb. But Dr. Bentley's 
Notions of Language differ much from mine ; 
and therefore tis no Wonder it I do not ap- 

To let his Flouriſh paſs then, and to come 

to his Argument ; I will venture to lay, that it 

is a filly one: And I make thus free with it, 

becauſe it is m Ozon, and mention'd by me, 

in my Pretace to Phalaris, as | 

one of the Grounds I had to. 1 \ page 

ſuſpect the Authority of the | jegus Dories, Agngentne- 

Epiltles; tho* I was far, even rum (qui antiquitùs Dores e- 

then, from having that high tan) Tyrannus alia uti de- 

Opinion of it Dr. Bentley has, uit, P. 2. 

| or thinking it to be demonſtrative Evidence: 
and the more I conſider it, the Jets Weight I 
find in it. | 


: For Phalaris was by no Means oblig'd to 
1 ſpeak. Doric, on the Account of his being a Si- 
0 ciliaꝝ born; for two good Reaſons: becauſe 
* the Natives of Sicily (and ſo of other Places) 
! did not always write in the prevailing Dia- 
a lect of their Ceuntry ; and becauſe Phalaris 


e was no Native of Sicily. I ſhall diſpatch this 
n laſt Point firſt, becauſe it will give us the leaſt 
e If the Credit of the Letters ſtands good, 
"I Phalaris, we are ſure, was no Sicilian; Dr. 
of Bentley indeed ſays he was, and Whreaten* to 
f- 1 prove 
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+P. 44- prove it from good Authors: f But threatn'd. 
Hiſtory, as well as other threatn'd Things, 

has the Luck ſometimes to live long; and ſo 
it. has happen d in the preſent Point: For the 

Dr. notwithſtanding his Menaces, has not, 
throughout his Diſſertation, ſaid a Syllable to, 

ſhake it. . | | | . 7 

I can help the Dr. indeed to one Author, 
that ſpeaks Something to his Purpoſe; and 

an old Scholiaſt too, which will pleaſe the Dr. 

(a) In the better: Nonnus (a) ſays, that Phalaris 
dect p. Was by Birth a Sicilian; but he gives this, to- 
143. gether with ſome other impertinent and ridi- 
culous Accounts of him, which he there con- 
futes. This is all I can at preſent do for the 
Dr. in the Matter; and as little as it is, it is 

more than the Dr. has done for himſelf, .--. 
But whether ene were of Sicily, or no; 
the Dr. is poſitive, () that 

b) Afypalza, a City in | 
11 Kilo mentioned balive he W af. Amade, m 
by any Geographer. Diſert. City in Crete, as I have re- 
$-445- © preſented. him. And upon 
1 . 8 this fancied Miſtake of mine 

at Di ; . 

for it could no be learat any he is VETY mern and throws 
where elle. Diſert. p. 38. out a great deal of awkward 
— 1 Drollery; which, had there 
been an Occaſion given for it, would, let me 
tell him, have but ill become a Man of his 
Gravity, and a Reader of old Scholiaſts: But 
as it is founded purely on the Miſtake of his 
own, is ſomewhat the more unfeaſonable, and 
unbecoming. For, after the Dr's Fit of Mirth 
is over, I would aſk him ſeriouſly, how he 
comes to impute the Diſcovery of this new 
City in Crete to me? Do not the Epiſtles 
them- 
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Id i yds. IS. BY x 


A O 


4 , . 7 


* 


— 
2 


Eels Phalaris, Exammd. 37 


themſelves plainly ſuppoſe it? And does not 
he himſelf w, wile enough, or ſincere 
enough, by the 58th Page, expreſly to own 
that they do ſo; and fave me the Trouble of 
proving it? J have the ſame Authority to ſay 
that Phalaris was born at Aftypalzea in Crete. 
as that he was born at any Place of that 


Name. And what has the Dr. to oppoſe to it? 
why, he affures us, that there was no ſuch 


City in Crete, Has he then a Lift of all the 


hundred Cities there? If he has, *tis a com- 
pleater one by far than Pzolomy's ; and a migh- 
tier Diſcovery in Geography, than that of 
mine, with which he ſo ingeniouſly diverts 
himſelf. He ſhould however have had ſome 
Wiſdom in his Mirth, and have look'd about 
him, before he reſolv*d to be poſitive. Had 


he done ſo, he would have found, that both 


Goltzius (a) and Fazellus (6) 
made this Diſcovery before 


me: The laſt of theſe Dr. ( Hif. Sil. & Mag, Gr 

| ex umum. 120. atre 
Bentley has vouchſaf'd to call 8 55K. Ady pbalde. 
. | (5) Rer. Sic. Dec. 1. L. 6. 
PII venture to call the other C. 1. Phalaris Creta Infula 
ſo. So that if I did miſtake, Urbe Aſtyphalide ortus. 


] miſtook after great Names: (c) Diſſert. P. 12. 


a very learned Man; (c) and 


and Dr. Bentley is unpardona- 


ble, for not knowing, or not owning what (% Dit. 
one of theſe had ſaid; for he quotes (d) the ?: ** 


very Page in Fazellus, where the Words I 
have produc'd from him are. If he had read 
it, as well as quoted it, - he could not have 
miſs'd them; They ſtand ſo fairly in the Front 
of Fazellus*s ſhort Account of Phalaris, that 
they muſt needs have ſtar'd him in the Face. 
will not be ſo rude as to call the Dr. a 

D 3 Se- 
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Dr. Bentley's Diſſertation upon the 
Second-band Critic ; but the Reader may judge 
how far he has given me an Occaſion to do it. 

But no Gecgrapher, he ſays, has mention d this 
City in Crete.* He ſpeaks unwarily z, I will 
ſuppoſe, he means, no old one. No more have 
they ſeveral of the other ninety nine: which 
neverthelcis were as ſurely there, as ifi half a 
dozen Geographers had given us the Names of 
them. It is enough for my Purpofe, that the 
Letters have mention'd this Aſtypalæa. If Dr. 
Bentley will diſcard all Places, that occur but 
once in Ancient Writers, he'll make mad 
Work in Geography. What does he think of 
Trinacria, the Sicilian Town in Diodorus? F 
what of the Kagis xweu mention*'d by Scylax? 
where elſe does he meet with them? He'll ay, 
they are corrupt Readings, perhaps: but the 


 MSS agree in them. No Matter for that 


while the MSS are for him, he is for them; 

and no longer. And therefore to ſhorten the 
Work, and ſave myſelf, and the Reader, the 
Trouble of more Inſtances, I'll put the Pr. in 
Mind of what the learned Palmerius ſays upon 
this Paſſage in Scylax: The Name of this 
Place or Region, ſays he, occurs nowhene, that 
1 know of, but here. Nevertheleſs, this: is nat a: 
ſufficient Reaſon why a ſbould quit the Word. for 
how many Plates, bow many Regions were there, of 
which there is but a ſingle, or no Mention mad: in 
tbe Authors that havecome aown to us Pecsthe 


Ejas Loci ſeu Regiunculæ alibi quod ſciam non fit men- 
tio. Sed ideò forte non eſt exterminanda ex hoe loco 
Vox. Nam quot Loca, quot Regiunculæ fuerunt, quarum 


Authores, qui ad nos uſque devenerunt, vel ſemel, vel 


nunquam fecerynt mentionem ? 


Dr. 


Epiſtles of Phalaris, Examin'd,c- 
Dr. think, becauſe Afypalea was an. Tenge a 
Parades, 


mong the Cyclades, and among the 
that therefore it could not be a Town any 
where elſe? Is not this juſt theCaſe of Naxos, 


which was an Iſle among the Cyclades, and 


> 
oy 


yet a Tawn in Crete, 25 in Sicily too Stra- 
a. 


bo mentions Aſtypalea, a Promontory in Attica, 
another Promontory of that Name in Caria; 


a third Aſypalæa, the ancient Metropolis of 


the Wand Cos: And why might there not be 
an Aſtypalzea in Crete too? , | 3 
I have dwelt too long on this Point; how- 
ever I cannot yet part with it, till I have done 
Right to the learned Greek- Profeſſor, of Cam- 
bridge, whom Dr. Bentley takes upon him to 
correct, without the leaſt Ground or Colour of 
Reaſon: To ſhew, I ſuppoſe, that he was im- 
partial; and reſolv' d to beſtow his good Man- 
ners, as he had done himſelf, upon both Uni- 
verſities. | : pe 
Mr. Barnes would have the Iſland {fypalea, 


39 


where he ſuppoſes Phalaris born, to be that a- 


mong the yclades. „Nr. Bentley, allowing | 


Phalaris to have been born in the INand, Aſtypa- 


læa, yet lays it muſt: be that among the Spo- 
rades, for this convincing Reaſon; becauſe 
this latter was neareſt to Crete, whether Pha- 


laris*'s//ife and Son are ſuppos d to have fled, Ep. 
this Fligbt from Aſtypalæa to Crete, why muſt 


it needs be from the Aſtypalæa that was neareſt ? 


Thoſe that fly are uſually glad to get as far 


as they can out of the Reach of their Pur- 
ſuers. But now even the Flight upon the 


Suppoſition of which this fine Reaſoning 
turns, is itſelf a Fiction. For neither in that 
1 D 4 | Epiftle 


LXIX. “ Giving the Dr. Leave to ſuppoſe “ P. 44. 
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Epiſtle which the Dr. quotes for this, nor in 
any other Epiſtle, is any ſuch Flight mention'd, 
or ſuppos'd, or in the leaft intimated. Was 
it worth his While to forge this little Piece of 
Hiſtory, only in order to contradi& his Bet- 
ters? Is the Pleaſure of inventing a Circum- 
ſtance, meerly to be rude with, an Equivalent 

to the Shame of being told of it. 
But he has found the Profeſſor in another 
Miſtake, as material as this, and as well made 
out. Mr. Barnes had call'd the Iſland Aſty- 
pala, and not Aſftypalza ; and the exact Dr. 
Bentley therefore is ſo kind, as to inform him 
how it ſhould be ſpelt. A little Share of 
good Nature would Have made the Dr. ſuf- 
pect an Error of the Preſs in this Caſe, if 
there had been any Error; and a little more 
Reading than he has, would have taught him; 
that there was no Error in it: For the Pro- 
(a) Acr- feſſor call'd the Iſland, but as Scylax: (a) had 
1 Call'd it before him. On both theſe Accounts 
the Dr. might have ſpar'd his Criticiſm: And 
ſo he would probably, but that Mr. Profeſ- 
ſor had been guilty + a F — not to be for- 
given by gratuitouſiy undertaking to apologize 
(5) Diſer. for the Zei of Wailers (b), A his — 
P. 4+ Edition of Euripides: That is, (for I can make 
no other Senſe of it) by defending the Autho- 
rity of the Epiſtles, without having any Thing 
for bis Pains. This looks as if the Dr. thought 
learned Men were to fet a Price upon their 
Civilities, and never part with a Favour till 
they had their Fee, wc boy ot; 
But to return from our Digreſſion; Let us 
allow the Dr. what he contends for, without 
any Manner of Proof or Reaſon, that Phata- 
| | ris 


from the ſhort Citation out 


 Epiftles of Phalaris, Bxtamin'd.” 
ris was a Sicilan born: Will he infer from 


hence, that it was neceſſary for him to write 
in Doric? That I can never allow him. For 
we have Inſtances without Number, of Au- 
thors writing in a Dialect different from that 


of their on Country; and not a few Inſtan- 
ces of. Sicilian Writers, who laid aſide the 
Doric; And why then ſhould Phalaris,a Prince; 
and a very arbitrary and lawleſs one, be con- 
fin'd to it?  Apathyr/ides, the Hiſtorian of Sa- 
mos, had he followed the Dialect of his Coun- 
try, would have written in Ionic; and Chryſer- 
mus of Corinth, in Doric: And yet both of 
them writ in the common Dialect, as appears 
by! the Extracts out of them, preſerv'd in 
Stabeus. So did Andronicus, the Rhodian, 
whe paraphras'd ſome Part of Ariſtotle, and 
the Halicarnaſſian; tho* both Rhodes 


ant Halicarnaſs were Cities of Dorian Origt- 
nal. Herodotus was of the ſame Place with _ 


Diomſius, and yet made the Jonic Dialect his 
Choice; as Hippocrates of Cos, a Dorian 
Town alſo, had done before him. Rhianus, 
and Epimenides were both probably Cretans: 

that the firſt of theſe wrote not in the particular 
Dialect of Crete, we are as ſure, as that the 


large Fragment aſcrib'd to him is his; that 


the latter did not, we have Ren to * 


— 
* 


of him in St. Paul, (a) where 


iy, tyarteis _—_ 
imploy'dinſtead of at; which 
the Grammarians tell us (5) (6) Joh. Philop. 
was peculiar tothe Inhabitants - Corinthus, 
of that Iſland. Alcæus, Sappbo, 

d Simonides, were born in Places where hs 


Tonic 


41 


we find the common Word at Ae. een 2 dere 2 


$ de Dialectis- 


j 
[| 
| 
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nic was ſpoken, and yet writ their Lyric 
Poems in Mo/tc, or Doric. Dr. Bentley in- 
deed pretends in ſome Meaſure to account for 
this, by ſaying, that the  Zyric (or, as he 
loves to ſpeak, the Melic) Poets choſe the Do- 
ric Dialect for the fake of the Doric Harmony, 
which was fitted to that, and to the Nature 
of the Ode: But why then did not the reſt 
ef the Lyric Writers chuſe it too? It would 
have become Anacreon's Odes, every whit as 
well as Sapphe's, and Archilochus's, as well 
as either: And yet both Anacree and Archi- 
lochus wrote in Ionic. So that noſure Rule can 
be fix'd, or holding Reaſon given, for the 
ancient Writers departing from the Idiom 
of their Country : Hiſtorians, Moraliſts, 
Philoſophers, and Poets of all Sorts prac- 
tis'd it at Pleaſure; chuſing, fuch a. DialeR, 
as either pleas'd their own Ear, or the 
Ears of thoſe for whoſe Sake they wrote, 
and whom they endeavour'd 


(a) This probably was the 


Cale of Callimacbus, in his 
Hy mn upon the Baths of Pal. 
tas, compos'd by him in Do- 
rie, to 3 the Argi- 
ans LE Argivans, as Dr. 
Bentley new Names them, p. 
82.) Tho? the ſame Realon 
will not hold for his other Da- 
ric Hymn, dedicated to the 
Honour of Ceres: Nor canany 
Reaſon I believe, be given for 
it, but what will equally prove, 
that he ought to have written 
the reſt of hisHymns in Dor ic. 


to pleaſe; (a) or ſuch as 
they thought ſuited beſt with 
their Subject: And very often 
they took up with that Dia- 


lect, which was in Faſhion a- 


mong the -polite Writers of 
the Age in which they hv'd. 
For, that there was a Faſhion 


in Dialects, and that the chief 
of them had ſeverally their 
Courſe and Period, in which 


they flouriſh'd, may (not to 


mention other Proots of it) be gather'd from 
a Paſſage in Dionyſius Halicarnaſſæus; where he 


ſays of the old Greek Authors, that 


they 
choſe 
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choſe the Ionic Dialect to write in, as Mein 
that which was moſs in Vogue 
in their Time. (6b) I ſup ry 


this only as pr obable, Dr. Ap, — 71 _ - 
ley would have ſaid it was 5. Bk ed. ar 
demonſtrable. But no Man 


ſhould be dogmatical in Caſes of this Nature, 
where ſeveral other Circumſtances beſides the 
vaſt Diſtance of Time, concur to make the 
Subject obſcure; where all is but a lucky 


Gueſs, and he that is moſt learned muſt, if N. 


he be fair, confeſs that he has but a very im 
and uncertain Light to ſee by. 

Ie will then be very hard our Sicilian 
Prince, to deny him a Liberty, which Wri- 
ters of all Sorts, and of all other: Countries 
and Limes have taken: And it will be harder 
ſtill, if we conſider, that this is what has been 
done often, even by Sicilians themſelves. Dro- 
dorus and Empedocles are famous Inſtances of 
this Kind; the one in Proſe, and the other in 
Verſe: Archimedes the Syracufiar's Works do 
not all equally partake of the Doric Idiom; 
{ome have more, and ſome have leſs of it, as 
they were written ſooner or later; and his 
Treatiſe of the Sphere and Cylinder, "the moſt 
remarkable Part of his Works, leaſt of all. 

Io come yet cloſer to our Point: We have 
a Letter writ by Dion of Syracuſe to 


Dionyfius 
Tyrant of that Place, and Part of another + + Plat, 
written by Diony/us himſelf; both preferv*d Epilt. 7. 


among the Epiſtles of Plato ; ; where there is EI 


not the leaſt Shadow of Doriciſmr: But as well — 


the Prince, as the Philoſopher, have written 


their Epiſtles im ſuch a Dialect, as if (to uſe Dr. * Diſſer. 
Bentley's Gentleman-like Phrafe) they had gone p. 43- 


to prac Athens. * Nay 


(5) "Ours T1YV Lad gen- 
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Nay ſome of the Princes and States of S- 

cily, and other Dorian Countries, have caus'd 

Coins to be ſtruck, whoſe Inſcriptions are not 

in pure Doric. Abundance of Inſtances of 

this Kind are to be met with in Goltzius, Pa- 

„ 742, and Harduin : I ſhall give the Reader a 
gare Taſte of them in the Margin.“ n 
Lig | 8 N 25 . 
ahi uragęxn bees dywre-, a Cretan Money ; in ſome other 
Inſcriptions it is Hvr@gxas Tian, the Inſcription of a Coin, belong- 
ing to Felia, a Town in Magna Græcia. RF 


But the moſt remarkable Inſtance of all, is 
that of Zaleucus, King of the Locrians, a Do- 
ric Colony; the Preface to whoſe Laws is 

reſery'd in Stobæus, an exact and faithful 
-opier of old Authors, and has plainly no- 
thing of the Doric Dialect in it. Diodorus 
' Siculus, who does not ſo ſtrictly tranſcribe 
but chuſes rather to weave. Things into the 
Phraſe and Body of his Hiſtory, has the ſame 
Preface, with ſome Alterations ; but none, 
that make it more Doric than it is in Stobæus. 

And now, upon a View of theſe Inſtances, 
(and others of this kind, which I could pro- 
duce ; but I ſpare the Reader) I might be- 
ſpeak the Dr. in his own pert Way of Enqui- 
ry: Pray bow came Attic (or any other Dia- 
lect but the Doric) to be the Court Language at 
Syracuſe? How came Zaleucus, and Dionyſius 

. ___ the Tyrant, ſo to doat on the Dialect f a De- 
(a) Dilifr. nocracy? (a) How is it, that thoſe little Prin- 
p. ces of Sicily, as arbitrary and jealous of their 

Prerogatiye as the mightieſt Monarch what- 
ever, allow*'d of Inſcriptions on their Coins, 
Which were not in the Language of their 

5 Country 2. 
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Country? Any clear Solution that he ſhall 


pleaſe to afford us of theſe Matters will equal- 


ly ſerve to give us an Account, why Phala- 
ris too might be excus d from writing in Do- 
7. ; | 


brought; and has excepted againſt. ſuch In- 


ſtances as thoſe of Empedocles, and Diodorus, 


whoſe Caſe, he ſays, is widely remote from that 


of our Tyrant. The former being to write an 
EPIC POEM, ſhew'd an excellent Fudgment 
in laying aſide his Country Diale# for that of the 


Ionians; for the Doric Idiom had not Grace and 
Majeſty enough for the Subject he was engag d 
in: Being proper. indeed for Mimes, Comedies, 


and Paſtorals, where Men of ordinary Rank 

18 &c. but not to be us'd in H E- 5 
C, without great Diſadvantage. (a) (a) Diſſer. 
I defire Dr. Bentley to inform me, in what P 49. 

old Scholiaſt, or Manuſcript Author, he has 


met with this curious Account of ZEmpedocles's 


writing an Epic Poem: As much out of the 


Way as he loves to read, he*lt be hard put to 
it, I believe, to find an Authority for it. If he 
can, *tis plain he knows more of Empedocles's 
Works than Laertius did; who has been ſo 
abſurd, as to inform us particularly of ſeve- 
ral leſs conſiderable Pieces of his, and to paſs 
over altogether in Silence this Epic Poem. 
Dr. Bentley will bepleas'd, at his Leiſure, to 
produce his Vouchers in this Point; which I 


am apt to believe he will do, at the ſame Time 


that he lets us know where the Buda MS of 
Petronius is to be met with. Empedocles wrote 
many Things in Hexameters indeed; but Dr. 

FSA Bentley 


The Dr. indeed has endeavdur d to prevent 
me in ſome Part of the Evidence that I have 


4s 
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Bentley ſure cannot be ſo wretchedly ignorant 
as to think, that every large Copy of Verſes 
written . in Hexameters, is an Epic Poem. 
Ariſtotle would have inform'd him, that Eu- 

pedocles was ſo far from being an Epic Poet, a 
Poet of the firſt Rank, that he ſcarce deſerv'd 
the Name of a Poet at large: There is nothing, 
ſays he, that Homer and Empedocles agree in 
but their Verſes; and therefore Homer indeed 

| | may juſtly be calPd a Poet, but 

odd xa irs Oxiigy y Empedocles rather a Natara- 
bleu mah 7 pure, 3.9 It, than @ Poet. * Or if Ari- 
kr * n 75 Har- Steotle be too good a Book for 

„rn. Poet. c. 1. Dr. Bentley to converſe with, 

| there isa Writer of leſs Size, 

Comp. of even his Friend Mr. Wotton, who would have 

Anc. and tauglit him the Diſtinction between Philoſophi- 

Lau p. cal and Epical Poems ; that is, ſuch as Erhe- 

32. docles and Lucretius wrote on the one Side, 

and Homer and Virgil on the other. He who 

is ſo nicely ſevere upon Pbalaris, for confound- 

(5) Difſer. ing pixO» and eaeyeov, (5) ſhould have taken 

p. 59. Care not to have given Phalaris's Friends an 

Opportunity of making Repriſals. The fa- 

— Miſtake in this Cale was that Suidas, the 

Dr's Oracle, calls him ien, which ſtrictly 

taken, ſignifies an Epic Poet, but in its looſe 

Senſe a Verſſier only; and the Dr. was not at 

Leiſure to take Notice of this Diſtinction. 

And if Empedacles did not write an Epic 

Poem, how did he ſhew his Judgment in laying 

afide his Country Dialect? Could not Phyfits 

have been as judicioufly wrote in Doric Verſe, 
by him, as in Doric Proſe by Ocellus Lucanus, 

and the reſt of the Pythagoreans ? His . 


was in great Meaſure . drawn from the Pytha- 
goreans; Would it not properly then have been 
compos'd in the Diale& thoſe .Philoſophers 
us'd? We have ſeveral ſmall Remains of Em- 
dedocles; but not. a Line of his in Doric. We 

ave a large Fragment of his directed to the 
People of Agrigent, his Townlmen : Did he 
Lew his Judgment in laying q/ide bis Caufitry 
Dialect there too, when he was directing his 
Verſes to the very People of his Country? 
Had the Doric Idiom not Grace and Majeſty 
N81 for the Subje he was engag d in, when 
t 


Subject was no higher than an Account of 
himſelf to his own Countrymen ? If Doric 
be proper for Mimes, Comedies, and Paſtorals, 
where Men of ordinary Rank are preſented, why 
is it not as proper for little Poems, where 


Men of ordinary Rank are addreis'd to? 1 


believe it would puzzle a Man of leſs Sagaci- 
ty than Dr. Bentley, to tell us, for what:Rea- 


ſon Empedocles us d Tonic, but becauſe he had 


a Mind to it; and may not the ſame Reaſon 
be urg'd alſo in behalf of the Artic of Pha- 


laris? 


Dr. Bentley has had very in Luck in bring- 


ing off the Poet, let us {ce whether he has bet- 
ter in what he has to ſay for the Hiſtorians. * P. 50. 


* Diodorus Siculus, he tells us, and the other 
Hiſtorians of Dorian Nations, had. great Reaſon 


lo decline the-Uſz of their Vernacular Tongue, as 
improper for Hiſtory ; which be/ides the Affectation 


of Eloquence, aims at Eaſineſs and Perſpicuity,and 
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is deſign d for generalUſe:But the Doric is courſe, 
and ruſtic, and always clouded with an Obſturi- 
ty. The Reader cannot but obſerve” in this 
Paſſage the icular Beauty and Happineſs 
of the Dr's Expreſſion : But it matters not 
much how he writes, let us conſider how he 
reaſons. bon 
If the Dr's Solution be juſt, how came Ar. 
chimedes, and the Pythagorean Naturaliſts, and 
Moraliſts, not to decline the Uſe ef ' their Ver- 
nacular Tongue, as well as the Hiſtorians 2 They 
all, I dare ſay, aim'd as much at Per ſpicutty ; 
and the laſt of the three, doubtleſs, deſign'd 
their Treatiſes as much for general Uſe. I will 
not ſay indeed, that they affected Eloquence; 
becauſe Ido not think that a good Character, 
whatever Dr. Bentley may: But, which is 
much better, they were eloquent, "ou lofty 
and magnificent, and withal very clear in 
their Expreſſion: On both which Accounts 
they are recommended by Dionyſius Halicar- 
| 5 naſſæus, * to be read by all 
* Meyaowgerels 7. 753 thoſe that deſire to rite well. 
Mtn % renne 3 1 van And his Judgment in this 
_”” ahne, . 2. Caſe is the more to be va- 
* mued; becauſe he wrote ex- 
cellently well himſelf, and with great Perſpi- 
F woes © 
415 true, as the Doric Dialect grew out of 
Uſe and Requeſt, their Writings grew leſs 
eaſy and perſpicuous ; Porphyry hack Reafon 
therefore to attribute the Decay of the Pytba- 


ji. gerean Sect to the Uſe, or rather to the De- 
1 cay of that Dialect: but without Diſpute the 
1 Doric, in its flouriſning Days, had the ſame 
Wig Degree of. Clearneſs as the reſt; and — 

0 Phi- 
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Philoſophers, - that writ in it, deſign'd their 
Works to be of as general Ule, and to laſt as 


long as thoſe of the - Hiſtorians. So that Dr. 
Bentley has aſſign' d no Reaſons for the Hiſto- 


rians not writing in Doric, but what will ferve 


as well to prove others not to have writ in it, 
tho? we are ſure they did: A Way of arguing, 


worthy his adventurous Pen! And which No- 


body; I believe, will envy him the Honour of! 


Hitherto I have been proving againſt Dr. 


Bentley, (I hopenot without Succeſs) that Pha- 
laris was under no Obligation of writing Doric 
tho? he had been a Sicilian born: Much lefs was 
he obliged to write it, upon the Account of 
his living among the Agrigentines, or reigning 
over them, as Dr. Bentley pretends. He was 4 
Publican (ſays the Dr.) or Collector of Taxes; 
could not that perpetual Negoce and C oven 
with the Dorians bring his Mouth to ſpeak a lit- 
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tle broader? * No doubt it could; and perhaps P. 46. 


it did: But the Queſtion is, whether, not with 
ſtanding his learning Doric, he might not re- 
tain another Dialect with it; and ſpeak it, and 
write it at his Pleaſure? But would not he that 
aim d at Monarchy, and for that Reaſon defign'd 
to be popular, have quitted his old Dialect for that 
of thePlace, and not by every Word be ſpake make 
the invidious Diſcovery of his being a Stranger ? 
In Dr. forgets that every one of Phalaris's 
7 were written after he was a Tyrant: 

ws, — , for ought we know, ſpeak Doric 

e got into Power; but afterwards there 

was no need of courting the People, for he 
govern'd by bis Blue-coats. T And I think he 
could not have taken a more proper Way of 
thewing his nen 13 than by 


4 chro- 


+ P. 93. 
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throwing off the Language of the Country; 
and uſing a foreign Dialect in all his Diſ- 
patches. The Conqueror is ſuppos'd to have 
done much the ſame thing by us, when he 


chang'd the Language of our Law; and he 


ſhew'd himſelf in nothing more a Conqueror, 
than by doing it. F 
But the Dr. has urg'd, that Phalaris, being 


ſuch a Tyrant, would not probably have been 


fond of the Language of a Democraty, that was 
eminently uicorvparEy, an Hater of Tyrants*.Wasy 
not Doric too the Language of the Lacedæmo- 
nians? and did not they hate Tyrants, as much 
as the Athenians themſelves? At this Rate, Pha- 
laris could not have ſpoken any Dialect of the 
Greek Tongue, for every one of them was the 
Language of aDemocraty, ſomewhere or other, 
If the Dr's Reaſoning be right indeed, it may 
happen to prove that the Epiſtles are not ge- 
nuine, becauſe not written in Perc: but it will 
never prove them ſpurious, becauſe they are 
not written in Doric. After all, what Trifles are 
theſe to amuſe us with? That Phalaris, to be 
ſure, would not ſpeak 4/tic, becauſe the Athe- 
nians in his Time drove out Piſiſtratus? Would 


TI give myſelf Leave to declaim at this Rate, 
might I not with much better Colour ſay, that 
 Phalaris would, were he to chuſe, make Uſe 


of that Dialect; becauſe it was the N 


of Piſiſtratus, his Brother Tyrant? I ſee Dr. 


Bentley loves no leſs to argue, than read out 
of the Way; and it is ſo much out of the 
Way, that I am aſham*d to follow him. 

Were ſo very a Critic, as to love Wran- 


gling rather than Truth, I might further diſ- 


pute it with the Dr, whether Doric were 
the 
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the Language of Arigent, or no, and that 

upon no leſs an Authority than Strabo's, 

who expreſly ſays, that Agrigent was a Colo- 

ny of the Ionians (a): And 

Monſieur Menage (5) rely'd (a) Kayagra druxe. Ro- 
upon this ſo far, as to ac- f 2 0; Ivy" 
count from hence for the * F 

Ionic of Empedocles. How- (b) Certs ut erat Agrigen- 
ever, I muſt freely own my tum lonum Colonia, teſtestra- 
Opinion tha this essen f 5 
corrtipted; and that we ought erin g 
Me e eee e e 
according to the Account Laert. I. 8. ſe. 60. 
which that moſt exa& and TEE 

faithful Writer Thucydides has given us ; not _ 
5 to mention Polybius, and the Scholiaſt on Pin- 


f dar. And this Conjecture is the more pro- 
. bable, becauſe Strabo ſeems to be ſpeaking 
f there of Colonies drawn from one Part of 
1 Sicily to another: ſuch as that from Syracuſe 
1 to Camarina, which he mentions in the Words 
. immediately foregoing. I wonder how this 
F eſcap'd the moſt learned and acute Caſau- 
” bon's Obſervation. Not to inſiſt upon this 
14 therefore; but allowing Dr. Bentley, that A. 


grigent was a Dorian Town, as Ibelieve it was; 
rey allowing him, that Phalaris was even born 
A there, if he pleaſes, or in any other Town in 
Iſe Sicily that he ſhall pitch _ as I believe 
75 he was not: And allowing further; that Pha- 
Or. laris was oblig' d on this Account to ſpeak Do- 
out ric as long as he liv'd, yet ſtill I have one 
the Queſtion to aſk the Dr: How can he prove, 
1953 that Phalaris did not write Doric? Tis true, 
ran- the Epiſtles at preſent afe not in that Dialect; 
but they might have been originally in it 
the 5 MY Y 5 
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and afterwards, upon the Diſuſe of that Dialect 
have been turn d out of it into the ordinary Lan- 
. guage, at the Fancy of ſome Copyer before the Days 
of Stobxus. * This the Dr. has irrefragably 
rov'd, in the very Article we are upon, to 
ave been the Caſe of Ocellus Eucanus's Book, 
reg! THIS TY Hailos Od eto : And why may it not 
have been the Caſe too of Phalaris's Epiſtles ? 
If ſome Copyer, ſince Stobæus's time, thought 
that Ocellus's Phy/ics would look better out of 
Doric, than in it, and therefore tranſdialected 
them; why might not ſome other Copyer, be- 
fore Stobæus's time, think the ſame of our Ty- 
rant's Letters, and do the ſame to them? And 
why, after this was done, might not the Ori- 
ginal Phalaris be loſt, as well as the Original 
Ocellus? It is certain, Stobæus thought that 
this might happen, or at leaſt, that Phalaris 
might not have written Doric originally; 
for he tranſcribes ſeveral of his Epiſtles into 
his excellent Work, in the very Language we 
now find them, without imagining in the leaſt 
that they could not be genuine, becauſe they 
were not in Doric. Such a Conſequence as 
that never enter'd into his Head: He had 
met with ſeveral Sicilian Writers, that choſe 
to write out of the Dialect of their Country; 
particularly Empedocles, an Author of the ſame 
[own with Phalaris : (He had not indeed [ 
met with any Heroic Poem of his; that lucky || + 
Hit was reſerv'd for the inquiſitive Dr. Bent- i 
ley) and he had met alſo with ſome Writers, It: 
whoſe Works were at firſt in all Probability 
penn'd in Doric, and yet were in another Dia- 
lect in his Time: For inſtance, the Pieces of 
Perittyone, and Ariſtoxenus, two Pythagoreans ; 
1 | 7 | and 


P. 49. 
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and who very probably wrote Doric, becauſe they 


were Fythagoreans; and yet in Stabæus's Time 
it is plain, that ſome Part of the Writings of 


the one were in Ionic, and thoſe of the other 
(if I remember right; for I have not Stobæus 
now by me) in the common Diale&t. Let 


Dr. Bentiey then take which Side he pleaſes; 
either that Perictyone, and Ariſtoxenus, (and I 
will add Zaleucus tao, who we are ſure was a 
Pythagorean allo from very good Authority®) 


* Porph. 


in Vita 


either, I-fay, that theſe did write originally in pych. p. 
Doric, or that they did not. If they did, then 5. Diod. 
we have Inſtances in them of Ancient Authors Sie. I. 12. 


Days of Stobæus; if they did not, then here 
is a plain Proof that Authors (all probably) of 
Doric Countries (to be ſure two of them were) 
might nevertheleſs not write Doric: And ei- 
ther of theſe being granted me, the Reader 
ſees, there will be no Difficulty in juſtify ing 
the Dialect of Pbalaris. Indeed if the laſt be 

ranted me, it will be pretty difficult to juſti- 
y Dr. Bentley's hardy Aſſertion, that the Pythago- 
reans would ſooner have loſt their Lives, than 


have written out of Doric; (a) and that, it they p . 
5 bid. 


had done it, it is moſt certain they would have been 


tranſ-dialected very early, long before the! 84. 


a) Diſſer. 


baniſh*d tbe Society. (b) And therefore Dr. Bentley, p. 48. 


I ſuppoſe, to make himſelf conſiſtent, (a very 
hard Taſk!) will chuſe rather to grant, that 
theſe Writers were originially in Doric: And 
if they were, he will pleaſe to conſider, how 
they got out of it; and ſhew us, why Phala- 
ris might not get out the very ſame Way. 


E 3 


And 
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| And here I ſhould take my Leaye of this 
F tedious Article, but that I hear Dr. Bentley 
j | crying out *Evenxa, and calling loudly on the 
f learned World to liſten to a mighty Diſcove- 
ry. He undertakes to prove, that Ocellus 
LG did not repudiate his vernacular 1di 
nor compoſe his Book [meet Tis Ts waves Oùᷣo tus 
in the Dreſs that it now wears, but in bis own 
» Diſſert. Country-faſhion ; that is, in plain Engliſh, 
?-'47- that he did not write it in the common Dia- 
let, as *tis now extant, but in Doric. Upon 
this the Dr. ſpreads his Plumes, and ſwells 
N beyond his uſual Pitch: I dare engage to make 
N out, and, If I may expect Thanks for the Diſco- 
f very, are Expreſſions that carry in them an 
f extraordinary Air of Satisfaction; and ſeem 
a little too pompous for the Matter they in- 
troduce, were it entirely new, and his own; 
but they much leſs become it, conſidering it 
| is all taken, Word for Word, out of a Pre- 
f face to an Edition of Ocellus, as I ſhall now 
| ſhew the Reader. +: x 


E 


| Vizzanius, above fifty Years ago, put out 
N t Bononiæ Ocellusſt; and in his Prolegomena to that Piece, 
i 1646. has ſaid every Thing that Dr. Bentley has pro- 
duc*d on this Subject, to a Tittle; and (which 
is a little unlucky) has ſaid it almoſt in the 
very ſame Words too: only Dr. Bentley is in 
Engliſh (1 compliment him when I ſay ſo) 
and Vizzanius is in Latin. The Dr. has 
condeſcended to tranſlate that honeſt Edi- 
; tor's Preface, without making the leaſt Im- 
. provement of a ſingle Argument there, but 
not without worſting ſeveral; and has the 
Modeſty after that to take it all to him- 
ſelf, as the Inventor; and to talk higher of 


Fas 
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this petty Larceny of his, than Vizzanius did 


of the original Diſcovery; which he thought 


too obvious to value himſelf upon. Perhaps 
ſome, who have not the Opportunity.of com- 
paring this Editor with Dr. Bentley, may be 


| 705 to have a particular Account of the Dr's 


enuity in the Matter : and therefore I ſhall 
take the Trouble of going through all he ſays 
on this Point, and plainly ſhew, whence he 
had his Intelligence. 


5s 


I. ind (ſays the Dr.“) it was agreed and co-* Diſſert. 


venanted among the Scholars of that Italian Sect, b. 47. 


Own xeno ha. TY rag (Jambl. Vit. Pyth.) can 
tell him, where he found it, it was in Vixza- 
nius: Who ſays the ſame Thing, and quotes 
the very ſame Authority for it. I certè aſ- 
ſerendum crediderim Ocellum Doricd Dialefo 


ſuum Opus conſcripfiſſe, tum quia Pythagorevs 
quoſlibet illi ſtuduiſſe comperio, tim quia id Py- 
thagore fuadeant Inſtituta, qui ſemper Idiomatum 
 Grecarum Doricum maxime voluit ſectari, tum 


antiquius, tum etiam præſtantius illud arbitratus 
Teſte Famblicho, in Vitd Pythag. Indeed he 
makes no ſuch Inference as Dr. Bentley does, 
and that the Pythagoreans would ſooner have loſt 


their Lives, than have broken this Agreement; and 


that *tis moſt certain, if any Body had publiſp'd 
a Book againſt that Inj unction, he would have 


been bamſhd the Society: becauſe he knew, this 
was not obſerv'd by Empedocles, nor by the 


Author of the xevoa inn nor even by Fambli- 


chus, while he is writing this Account of the 
1 Bree . no, nor by Pythagoras himſelt, 


if Diogenes Laertius may be credited. 


E 4 
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_-?*Tbs true, Vixzanius ſpeaks a little unwari- 
ly; and may be underſtood to intimate, that 
the Uſe of this Dialect among the {alien Sect 
was from the Inſtitution of Pythagoras himſelf: 
A Miſtake, which, if he were in, hewas pro- 
bably led into by too ſlight a Peruſal of Fam- 
blichus. Dr. Bentley 'took all he found there 
for his own, and this Miſtake among the reſt; 
and when he had it, to make it look the more 
like his own, gave it the confident Turn. Im- 


mediately thele [nftituia Pytbagore grew a 


ſolemn Injuntion of Pythagoras,“ which the 
Dr. talks as familiarly of, as if he had ſeen 
a Copy of it. But, methinks, he might have 
inferr'd, that there was no Injunction of this 
Kind, from what he himſelf had told us out of 
Jamblichus but three Lines before; that this 
Ute of the Dialect proceeded from a Covenant 
and Agreement among the Scholars F themſelves : 
For they who know what an implicit Regard 
was paid to Pythageras's Orders by all his Scho- 
lars, will eaſily agree, that there could be no 
Need of their entring into a Compact, to do 
any Thing that he had commanded. Dr. 
Bentley's Adverſaries may be as ſevere upon 
him, on the Account of his Criticiſms as they 
pleaſe: But they needs muſt allow him to 
have a particular Talent at Reaſoning z and 
to have thus much at leaſt of a good Diſpu- 
tant, that he is ſure to make the moſt of his Ar- 
gument, | wes DL." 

Dr. Bentley's next Suggeſtion is this; We 
are aſſur d that the other Pieces of this Author 
were made in Doric, as one of Lam meg Nojt, 
citeq by Stobæus. Vizzanius too Cites this Frag- 
ment of Ocellus's Piece wei Nown, ee 

an 
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and makes the ſame Uſe of it: Ocellum ſcil. 
Lucanum ſcimus Librum de Legibus ſcrigſiſſ. 
hujus Frugmentum exhibet Stobaus—— Doric 
Dialecto expreſſum, &c. | , 
Dr. Bentley goes on: But, which is plain De- 
monſtration, four Citations are brought by the 
fame Writer out of the very Book, Te: vn T8 
wavlos Oletus; all which are in Doric, and not, as 
they: are now extant, in the common Dialect. 
Vixzanias refers us to theſe four very Places 
as they he in Stobæus, and obſerves too that 
they are there in Doric: not, as they are now 
extant in the common Dialect. De cæteris 
tandem in hoc Ocelli Opuſculo contentis quis dubi- 


tet? Si enim primum reſpiciamus Caput, Tertum 


ejuſdemultimum fi ſecundum Caput, Textum ſex- 
tum; fi tertium Caput, poſtremam Texts quarti 


Partem, & 'Textum quintum & ſentum; tiſdem 


ſervatis Locibus mutatd licet Dialecto, ad amuſ- 
jim veluti Ocelli Dogmata deſcribit Stobæus. 
From hence Dr. Bentley argues, that n 
Tract of Ocellus now extant is to be acknowledg'd 
for a genuine Work; which HITHERTO lear- 
ned Men have doubted of from this very Buſineſs 
of the DialeF. So does Vixzanius in the Paſ- 


ſage before quoted; and again, Grave Stobæi 


Teſtimonium, non perfunctoriè, ſed — Studio 
veteris Monumento ſapientiæ ſemper 


nit; & tamen Dorico Idiomate videmus conſers- 
ptum, cujus nec minima in hoc [ei Tis ms waves 
Cut] Opere conſpiciuntur Veſtigia: ded, an 
vere Ocellus aureum hoc Opus conſcripſerit, jure 
quemcunque fuſpicari contingat--hinc tamen certa 


 potius, quibus illiOperi Fides conciliatur,erumpunt 


Arguments. The only Difference between Viæ- 
f ⁊anius 


rant is illud 
[Opus de Lege] ab Ocello prodiiſſe dubitare non i- 
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zanius and Dr, Bentley upon this Point, is, 
that Yizzanius does not triumph over the 
Miſtakes of thoſe that went before him; nor 
tell us that all the learned Men of latter 
Ages had doubted whether the Work were 
enuine, even when he might perhaps have 
D 
ley ſays it, fifty Years afterwards; and aſſures 
the World, that HITHERTO learned Meu 
bave doubted of this Matter, at the very Time 
that he is tranſlating a learned Man, who was 
ſo far from doubting of it, that he was giving 
Reaſons, why No- body ſhould ever doubt of 
it hereafter. | | | 
Dr. Bentley concludes his whole Argument 
thus ; Now we ſee by theſe Fragments, that ever 
Hard of the true Baoł is faithfully preſerv'd; the 
Doric only being chang d into the ordinary Lan- 
guage, at the Fancy of ſome Capyer, fince the 
Days of Stobæus. Vizzanius yu not ſpeak 
quite fo ſtrongly as the Dr; but he gives much 
the ſame Account of it: Quis Allnet de bac 
Opus ſculo, cum videret eoſdem quos retulit Stobæus 
Textus iiſdem quidem omnind Verbis, at divers? 
Dialecto, Doricd ſcilicet conſeriptos *———indeque 
lenui ac facili Immutatione Ocelli Opera ad Atti- 
am traducta Dialefttum ? and in the Words 
before quoted ¶ Hinc certa potius, c.] He an- 
ſwers the Cavils of thoſe who ſuſpected Ocel- 
tus from his Dialect, and h. dforacly turns 
their own Arguments againſt them. But J 
muſt give Dr. Bentley his Due, and own he has 
here made ſome Improvement; for Yizzanius 
never thought of carrying this Argument {0 
far as to prove, that becauſe theſe few Frag- 


ments cited by Stebgus exactly agree 850 
tenz FF Cor 


. 
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Ocellus, as we nowhave him; therefore tis cer- 
tain, that 1 12 5 Ward of the true Boot᷑ is faith- 
fully preſerv' d. This was a Conſequence re- 
ber for Dr. Bentley, which a common Cri- 
tic, * . ＋ like other Men, would: 
never have thought of: and it being the 
one which he has produc'd of his own my 
Occaſion, I mould not be juſt to him, unleſs 
I fairly told ae World, that he did not dur. 
row it. 
And now, hy don't the Critics, eat 
and ſmall, rife up to do him Homage? | 
| many Letters can he produce from learned Men | 
abroad, who have paid him their Acknowledgs | 
ments for this Information? What has he tp | 
ſay for himſelf? can he pretend not to have 
ſeen this Edition of Ocellus? how came =» | 
then to hit juſt upon all Vizzanius ſays, and > 
no more? Has he not ſeen the Amſterdam | 
Edition of Dr. Gale neither? To what pur- | 
— does he think that Dr. Gale ſet thoſe | 
Paſſages out of Stobæus before his Editi- = 
on, but to let People ſec that his Author was 
— and writ in Doric? He did not in- 
ed make a Stir with that Matter in his Pre- 
4 face, becauſe he knew that Yizzanius had ex- 
Is | haufted the Point before him; and he though 
* it not fit for him to take the humble and diſ- 
1 honourable Taſk of tranſcribing another Man's 
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© him either with, or without 3 | | 
. him. | 
* am glad of this Opportunity of mention- 


us ing che worthy Dean f York, and of paying | 
o my publick Acknowledgements to him, for | | 
Sg the particular Kindneſs and Favours receiv'd | | 
5 from him, while, I was under his Care. The 


Foun- 


bg Dr. Bentley's Diſſertation upon the 
Foundation of all the little Knowledge I have 
in theſe Matters was laid by him; which I 
lly own: for I think myſelf oblig'd. 
to let the World know, whom il have been 
beholden to; tho* Dr. Bentley, I find, be of a» 
nother Opinion. 3 een 
And now I think I may without Vanity ſay, 
that I have outdone Dr. Bentley in the Way of 
— for mine, as inconſiderable as it is, 
is a Diſcovery; and ſuch an one, as proves 
his to be none. 3 | 


ROM the particular Idiom of Spee ch 
which Phalaris us' d, Dr. Bentley has prov'd 
othing but this, that he can conſtrue a La- 
tin Preface, take a learned Man's Notions, 
and calmly put them off for his own; and then 
unperiouſly ſummon in the Men of Letters to 
do Obeyſance to him, as the Diſcoverer : All 
which I, and his Readers would readily have 
allow*d him, without putting him to the Trou- 
ble of proving it. Having therefore thus 
ſtrenuouſly manag*d the Argument of 7he 
Dialef, he now turns his formidable Pen to 
another Kind of Proof; He has found out, 
that the Greek even of that Diale& is more 
modern than the Times of Pbalaris. . 
His Arguments on this Head are ſo far 
from making any Thing to his Purpoſe, that 
one would imagine he brought them only as 
ſo many Inſtances to illuſtrate what he ſaid | 
in the 19th Page, that Men have been deceiv'd 
in their Conjectures of this Nature, even to Ridi- 
cule. For, could he make out what he aims 
at, and produce ſome Expreſſions from _—_ 
"Es pl- 
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Epiſtles,” that are not us'd by the ancient 
Greek Writers, what would he infer from 
hence? That theſe Words were 


G 4; | 
= 


coin*d ſince the Age of Phalaris ? how does — 


know but that they might be then in Uſe, and 


dropp' d afterwards when the learned Age 


canie on; and reviv*d again, as that declin*d ? 


Horace thought ſuch C and Revoluti- 
ons in Speech not unuſual: And it might 


eaſily be pro vid, that there have been many 
ſack, both in the Greek and Latin Tongue ; 


but that Dr. Bentley has made the Proof of 
it ſuperfluous here; for he has not produc'd 


any one Word, that is of that new Stamp he 
pretends. And among all the Marks and 


be a thouſand Years younger than Phalaris (50, ; 
he has had the] — —— to chuſe out ſuch, 
as betray him to as little a Critic in 


the Greek Languages as he 16 in his 


Own. 
He has ſo ropos'd his firſt Inſtance, that 
he and I ſhall have no Diſpute about it in this 


Place; Teorewy, in the Senſe of accuſing, is, 


he ſays, an Innovation in 9 for which — 
Antients us d węoſpigu. I entirely agree with 


him, tis an Innovation in Language, and a 
very modern one; ſo modern, that I ſuſpect 


it was firſt broach'd by alittle Greek, thatwrit 
towards the latter End of the 17th Century: 


(whom J ſhall not forget to talk with on this 
Score, when I find his Criticiſm in its proper 
Place, among the Faults of the Verfion) and 


conſequently I apprehend the Epiſtles to be 


| 5 no Danger from this Word; but the next 


eems to carry Terror in it. F or the Dr. de- 
clares, 


Moles (a) which he ſays, betray the Epiſtles to fe] ban. 
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clares,. that mgzedweora, which in the XVIIth 


Epiſt. muſt bgnify, having given before, was 


#ever " us d by the Ancients, but always for ha- 
ces that is to bring down the Date of the 
Letters a thouſand Years lower than their pre- 


tended Author. Let it have its Force, to the 


Confuſion of Phalaris, and all his Adherents: 
But what fhall we do for St. Paul? He comes 
far within this Period; fo that the Writings 
that carry his Name muſt be four hundred 
Years younger than we Chriſtians ſuppoſe 
them; and SEL to the Romens could not 
be the genuine Work of that Apoſtle, but was 
penn'd (as Phalaris's Epiſtles were) by ſome 
more recent Sophift, whom Dr. Bentley has 
detected and unmaſt d by the Word reeiduxer, 


xi. 3g. ] but never us'd in this Senſe, till many 
Ages after our Saviour. What ſhall we ſay 
to this? Shall we allow Dr. Bentley to be a 
ſcurvy Critic, or ſhall we in Tenderneſs to 
his Honour, give up our Bibles ? Perhaps 
the Dr. may, for this once, be miſtaken : 
and I am the rather inclin'd to think he is, 
becauſe I find reodidwy and weodorg us*d in the 
very ſame Senſe by the beſt Writers of Anti- 


I : Xenophen (a), Demoſthenes (b), and Ari- 


otle (e); if the Oeconomics be his. 
(a) Kai To 1. reep Hues (in margine rectids aęoccpeſ cho) 


idw Ert, x, In amg Teoddwnev Wye 7). Fears Tov Tele 
ein. Which 12 hes rightly cranſlites, Proterda — 5. 
pendium pridss illis debitum perſolvit, & men/iruum aliud ante tempus 
numeravit. Aen. Hellen. I. 1. p. 441. | 
(5) u - , ws bt T5 Ag, fweras x οοοο 
os; EXASY fri BAG? Orat. po; Tour. | 
(c) — kel TooauTyy H Tegt auToy tur,, wore n. reo 
re . TIT HER 0260» auToi; e Oecon. J. 2. : 
| Theſe 


ay d. And this is one of the Inſtan- 


employ'd to ſignify, be gave. before; Ram. 
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| Theſe are great Authorities; but if they 
ſhould prevail with the Dr. to withdraw this 
Argument, we are not yet ſafe; he has {tilt 
a ftronger Objection againſt the Epiſtles. of 
St. Paal and Phalaris, taken from the Word 
Sox, put for following; which, he ſays, an- 
ciently ſignified to purſue, when that which fled 


fear'd and fhunn'd the Purſuer. What Pity 


tis, the knowing Dr. Hody had not learnt 
this ſecret Piece of Criticiſm ſooner ? how 
eaſily might he have prov'd the Septuagint 
of a much leſs Authority, and later Date 
than Yofſius contended for, by that Expreſſi- 


on in Ezra (ix. 4.) Tas 0 dα⁰ν,m Moyer Org? by 


which however the LXX, I ſuppoſe were 
far from meaning, every one that pen ſeumiss 
the Word of God. Annu, as I rememe 
ber, is us'd once only by Phalaris in this 
Senſe; but I am ſure tis frequently ſo em- 
ploy'd by St. Paul; and remarkable it is, 


that in one Paſſage of his Epiſtles the Word 
is taken both in Phalaris's following, and Dr. 


Bentley's per ſecuting Senſe, within the Compaſs 
of two Lines: O:Xofwiav dM] *Evaoyeire Tos 


Sroxovles dh, Rom. XII. 12, 14. Now let 
Phalaris ſhift for himſelf; but I am again con- 
cern'd to put in one Word for our Apa. 


Would Dr. Bentley give himſelf Time to con- 


"% 


fider, he would find, that Auzw, in all its 'Va> 


rious Acceptations {till implies the Notion f 


following: ſometimes the Thing fo/low'd has 
Reaſon to fly-and fear the Follower; and then 
it ſignifies to purſue in Dr. Bentley's Senſe but 
ſometimes the Thing follow'd is leſs ſnhy and 
timorous; and then it ſignifies barely 0 follow. 
Theocritus lays, 
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4 14 Tov x ricep, o du T&u d duc xt 1 


Now tho' the Rid might be afraid of the 
Wolf, yet the Cytiſus is not ſo apt to run 
away from the Rid: And Virgil therefore, 
who underſtood the Force of a Greek Word 
as well as Dr. Bentley, tranſlates it thus: 


445, Lu wp ivſe Capellam, | 
Floremem Cytiſum ſequitur laſciva Capella. 


where the Word ſequitur, which is of itſelf 
indifferent, is, as the Greek Word Auwxer is 
in Theocritus's Verſe, determin*d- to ſignify 
differently by the ſeveral Things to which it is 

d. In much the ſame Senſe it is us'd 

by Ariſtotle, throughout his Ethics, where- 

ever he has Occaſion to expreſs a Purſuit after 
Honour, Riches, Pleaſure, Virtue, and many 

ſuch Objects, which are under no fearful Ap- 
prehenſions of the Purſuer. If Dr. Bentley, 

be not yet convinc'd, I refer him for his far- 

| ther Satisfaction to Plato 2 
„and Dionyſius Halicarnaſſæus(G)ʒ 
reel Totes him particularly 


( 
32 10 * 
der Tete. n my ] N to conſider thoſe Words — 


„ 
* 
* 
- 


een, ie Aer aan N Aenopbon, in the Memoirs 


* „gs, Hager adde v Focrates, 67 rde Pracilis; Oeiycu, 
6 "Ox „ K 8 * 26 TEE — drew, which 
8 Fanftales followed according to the little Skill I 
Romulus into the City. P. 52. have in Greek, is to be tran- 
| ſllated thus; Weought to iy the 

Men of a troubleſome Temper, and to court the 

candid. But if dini here ſignified to per ſe- 

ä ü cute, 


2.2 aaa a ee TN "us 


„ 
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cate, then Pee, which is oppos d to it, 
would ſignify 1 court; and ſo indeed we 
ſhould have à Precept for courting Dr. Bentley. 


He inſtances again in theſe Words, maiduv 


iſtles are meant 


22a5-ai, which in one of the | 
to expreſs, Lovers of their Children; whereas 


ſays he,this of old would have been taken for a 
Aagitious Love of Boys; and he would argue 


from thence, that this Uſe of the Word muſt 
be introduc*d by ſome modern Sophiſt. Now 


to me the Argument ſeems to lie quite the ' 


other Way 3 and ſince the Words TAL £00.54 


and TarTteas a were, in later Times, of ſuch 
infamous Uſage, tis not to be imagin'd, that a 
Sophiſt ſhould put them into Phalaris's Mouth, 
to expreſs the Love of Children; but tis very 
conceivable, that this inPZalaris's Time might 
be an innocent Expreſſion; tho? afterwards; 
as Greece grew lewder, it had a double Mean- 
ing, and was therefore not fit to be us'd. I'm 


ſure, I can give a better Reaſon for my Con- 


jecture than the Dr. can for his; and it is this: 


Whenever Phalaris has Occaſion to expreſs 
the ſcandalous Love of Boys, he does not uſe 
this Word, as later Authors do; he calls 
Licinus (Ep. IV.) Togo w nai, but not 
Taidsea5nv; Which if the Word had then born 
as vile a Senſe as it did afterwards, he would 
probably have done: for he had a little of 
Dr. Bentley in him at that Time, and was be- 
ſtowing the very worſt Names he could 
think of upon his Adverſaries. Beſides, 
raid ig, and radara ſound very diffe- 
rently ; and if we take the whole Sentence 
in Phalaris together, TOAAG Taidwy ovrEs eg. 
TorouTe5 Tolus d k eig r, the Connection 

plain- 
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plainly ſhews, that raſdun igt can have nd 
ill Meaning. Nay, long after Phalaris's Time, 
we have Inſtances where theſe Words are em- 
ploy'd in a virtuous Senſe: Plato uſes them 
ſo almoſt every where; particularly in his 
Evpcr6oio they occur often, and under a chaſt 
4 Hare Meaning * if Plato's own Word may be 
kb, 5 rac taken for it. If Dr. Bentley thinks otherwilez. 
re. za and dares ſay ſo, I leave him to be feourg'd 
Seeg by Mr, Norris, and the teſt of the Platoniſts. 
RE HS 8-77 "> | it 0 
Saline, a To Evyling c, fays one of the Perſons, in chat 
Dialogue Who immeddiately afterwards profeſſes, that he meant 
not thele Words of a laſciwious Lowe * sd ye av Ec Ter ine 
Twy Dp oy ou8oia, w; Age TETY kN S ο e- sri Ne. Zuvay o 
TW; kN ryding oTBedn; an WG is Hu] ixeTies n Jun S 
, Kc. p. 192. In the fame manner zd rain, which generally 
had a ſcandalous Senſe, is by Plato often us'd in a good one: parti- 
cularly in his Phearus ; where Socrates calls Lyſias the Orator Si 
*& Ru, Phædri Delicize, becauſe of Phadrus's admiring and de- 
Lghting in Ly/ffas's Orations. See p. 236. | 


Till T am at Leiſure to look out for more 
Authorities, I hope Plato may be thought con- 
ſiderable enough to countenance Phalaris in 
the Uſe of this Expreſſion: But the Dr. has 
till a Proof in Reſerve, which he takes to be 
the moſt diſtinguifhing Mark of a late Wri- 
ter. OuY aries (Ep. CXIII.) is us*d for Mai- 
dens this, he ſays, is a maſt manifeſt Token of 
2 later Greek, den Tzetzes interprets it Gega- 
T&iva; : that is; (if J can make any Senſe of 
what he fays) this Uſe of the Word is fo mo- 
dern; that even T7 >2t2zes's himſelf was aſham'd 
ſo to employ it, and therefore put Ora,” 
inſtead of it. But if Tze#zes Judgment may 
0 for any Thing; he is of my Side; for he 
cites the Epiſtles as genuine : and therefore 
to be fure did not ſubſtitute $:earaivus in the 
2 . Room 
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Room of fuyariea;, becauſe he thought thisSenſe 
of the Word modern. And here again I muſt 
7 the Dr. in Mind of his Bible. For in the 

XX we find, re ho tr οαονν NT 
(Prov. xxxi. 29.) where Wyariges mult mean 
Nomen, or Maidens : But theſe Maidens were 
Some- Bodys Danghters , and ſo, I fuppoſe, were 
thoſe that Phalaris preſented to his Friend. 

The ſame Expreſſions occur too in the Evan- 
liſts, where they tell us what our Saviour 
aid to the Woman that touch'd the Hem of 
his Garment; St. Matthew has it, hagcei fyariey 
n vii Tio ee; and St. Mark, hure, Iii 
qu Tirwxt oe. I need not go farther for Inſtan- 


ces, ſince *tis probable that this Criticiſm is al- 


together founded on a Miſtake; and what we 
now read ho, in the modern MSS of Pha. 
laris, was in the more ancient ones contracted- 
ly written 9:e2ac, which might be read either 


Ivyaripacy Or Seeamuivas, as the Copyer chanc'd 


to hit upon it. Tzetzes therefore might truly 
read, and not interpret it deamabas; and (as it 
has often happen'd in other Caſes) this true 
Reading, which is corrupted in the entire MS 


of the Author, be preſerv'd in this cited Paſ- 


ſage of him. If our great Dealer in MSS did 
not obſerve this, where is his Sagacity ? It he 
obſerv*d it, without owning it, where is his 
Sincerity ? He muſt give me Leave now and 
then to aſk him an inſulting Queſtion ; He 
has aſk*d me a great many. But I have one 
Enquiry more to make of him on this Occaſi- 
on; and that is, Whether he thinks, that his 
Philoſophical Lectures ſerve inore to the Efta- 
bliſhment of Religion; than his Criticiſins do 
to overthrow it? For is he not poſitive, that 
the Idioms of the Letters prove them to be 
| | F 2 a I 
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a thouſand Years later than Phalaris? And are 
not ſome of theſe very Idioms frequently to 
be met with both in the Goſpels and Epiſtles ? 
Should not ſo profound a Grecian and Divine 
as he is, have look'd a little into the New 
Teſtament, before he had pronounc'd ſuch 
raſh and groundleſs Aſſertions? Could Men 
imagine one, who writes at this Rate, to have 
any Meaning, they would think he had a 
very ill one: But the whole Management of 
this Controverſy clears him from all Suſ- 
picions of Meaning and Deſigg. 
Theſe are all the Marks of Novelty, which he 
has given himſelf the Trouble to rakeNotice 
of; They that will ſearch, he ſays, may find more 
of this Sort : Without Queſtion they may ; but 
if they don't find ſome of another Sort, they Il 
have the Diſcretion to keep their Diſcoveries 
to themſelves, and not expoſe them to be cor- 
rected by every one that can turn an Index, 
„ , , I BY hich 
(a) Nec ſane quifquam Helps as theſe, it would be 
eft 2 cogmucne eaſy to collect Authorities in 
Jicemcerts ex Bibliothees, Abundance againſt every In- 
ſumptum transferre in Li- ſtance that Dr. Bentley has 
bros ſuos poſſit. Quint. In- brought on this Head: But I 
N. ee am ſo far from, valuing my- 
ſelf upon a Multitude of Quotations, chat 1 
wiſh there had been no Occaſion for thoſe few 
I have produc'd; and think I am oblig'd to | 
excute myſelf to the Reader for that Mixture 
of Latin and Greek, with which I am forc'd 
to vary this odd Work of mine. I can only 
fay, that I have been as ſparing in this Way 
as Dr. Bentley would give me Leave to be: 
And I have the rather avoided being tedious 
upon the particular Point in Debate between 
us, 
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us, that Imight have Room to examine the 


General Reflection which he has made upon 
the Change and Decay of Languages. _ 
It is eaſy (ſays the Dr.) from the very Turn 
and Faſhion of the Style to diſtinguiſh a freſh En- 
gliſo Compoſition from another a hundred Yeavs 
old. Now there are as real and ſenfible Differen- 


ces in the Greek ; were there as many that could 


diſcern them. But very few are ſo vers'd and 


practis'd in that Language, as ever to arrive at 
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that Subtilty of Taſte*. I can eaſily grant, that * Diſſer. 
the Enghfb Tongue has undergone very oonſi- . 52. 


derable and ſurpriſing Changes, eſpecially in 
this laſt Century; till about the Middle of 
which, we did not in good Earneſt ſet about 
the. cultivating and refining it : And then 
carried our Improvements ſo far, that ſome 
who wrote at the Beginning of this Century 
are not now eaſily underſtood. At our beſt, 
we are perhaps a little too fond of adopting 
foreign Ns and fancying, out of a Mode- 
ity peculiar to our Nation, that we have not 
Stock enough of our own, are continually 


borrowing from our Neighbours ; and this 


— 


brings a great many new Phraſes in upon us, 
and conſequently antiquates a great many 
others. Beſides, we have few Things in our 
Tongue writ with any tolerable Degree of 
Perfection; and they therefore who would 
write or ſpeak well, have no Patterns to look 
up to, no ſure Rule, but the preſent Mode of 
the Age, to guide themſelves by: And as faſt 
as that alters, the Manner of writing muſt 
alter along with it. But now, it Dr. Bentley 
pretends to point out as real and ſenſilur 
Differences in the ſeveral Ages of the 

: F3 Greek, 
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Greek, as a moderate Critic may in the Eng- 
liſh, I'm afraid his Subtilty of Taſte, will fil 
him. Does he take the Greek of Lucian to be 
as different from that of Plato, as our Engliſh 
now, is from that which was ſpoken ſoon at- 
ter the Conqueſt ? Are not Homer and Oppian 


much nearer one another in their Language 


than Chaucer and Copley; tho' in Time they 
are far more diſtant? No body is ſo abſurd 
as to ſay, that the Greek Tongue did not ad- 

it of ſome few Alterations in every Age: 
but *rwas incomparably the moſt fix d and 
enduring of any that we are generally acquain- 
ted with: And J ſhall offer at ſome Reaſons, 
that gave it this remarkable Advantage over 
other Languages. *Twas early improv'd and 
adorn'd by Men of the greateſt Genius that 
ever appear'd in the World; they poliſh'd 
and perfected it to that Degree, that it was 
ad mirably fitted to all the Purpoſes of Speech, 
and Ways of writing imaginable: They 
wrought it up into all the Majeſty and Grace, 
all the Sweetneſs and Smoothneſs that an 
happy Compoſition of Words, an harmonious 
Mixture of Vowels, Dipthongs and Conſo- 
nants, or a juſt Cadency of Syllables could 
give it. The beſt Greek Writers had generally 
Skill in Muſic ; which was infus'd into them 
from theirInfancy,and none werereckon'dwell- 
bred that wanted it. This made their Ear juſt, 


and fine: and the Fineneſs of their Ear calily 


ſlid into their Tongue; modePd their Speech, 
and made it tunable. They brought all the 
Learning in the World into their Language ; 
and wrote in the beſt Manner, upon all the 
moſt utciul and pleaſing Subjects, that 8 

N | ene- 
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benefit, or entertain Mankind. The natural 


Perfection of their Tongue, and the diſtin- 
guiſhing Excellency of their Authors in all 
Kinds of Knowledge, and Ways of writing, 


made them a compleat Standard and Model tq 


other Nations, and After- ages; upon which 


every one endeavour'd to form himſelf ; Sq 


that what was ſure always to be lik'd, could 
not chuſe but laſt long. Their Empire alſo 
did not a little contribute to the Stability 
and Prevalence of their Language; They 
overcame a great Part of the World, and ex- 
tended their Tongue by their Conqueſts, as they 
had done before by their Commerce. All Na- 
tions borrow'd from them, but they had that 
Contempt of the Barbarity of other Countries, 
that they were ſhy of ſuffering either their 
Manners, or their Speech to be introduc'd 
among them. This Pride they preſerved in a 
great Meaſure, even when the Roman Empire 
was at its utmoſt Height; and while Rome 
flouriſh'd with the Glory of Arms, the Seat 
of Learning {till continu'd at Athens. This 
kept the Language ſo far intire and unmix'd, 
that we have Greek Books writ by Authors at 
almoſt Two thouſand Years Diſtance, wha 
diſagree leſs in their Phraſe and Manner of 
Speech, than the Books of any two Engliſh 
Writers do, who liv'd but two hundred 


Years aſunder, Then this was a peculiar 
| Happineſs of the Greek Tongue; No other 


Language, that has been of known and fami- 


har Uſe in the World, nat even the Latin it- 


ſelf, enjoy'd any Thing like it, An 150 or 
200 Years wasthe utmoſt Length of Time that. 
che Latin Purity continu'd, And therefore, 


„ — 
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to compare the Greek, the moſt holding 
Tongue in the World, with the Englifa, the 
moſt fickle and fleeting of any; and to-i#- 
fer from the obſervable Difference between 
the ſeveral Ages of Engliſb, that there was as 
great a Difference between the ſeveral Ages 
of Greek; is a Compariſon and an Inference, 
which No- body but Dr. Bentley, would have 
allow'd himſelf to make: That is, (to be plain 
with him) No-body but one, who has no 
true Reliſh, no nice Taſte of the Beauties and 
Properties of either of theſe Languages ; or 
of any other, that he has yet pretended to 
Judge of, or to write in. By thoſe Marks 
and Moles of Novity which he has pointed out 
in the Paragraph we are upon, the Reader is 
by this Time ſatisfied, how able he is to aſſign 
to every Greek Writer his proper Age and 
Period, meerly by the Thread and Colour of 
bis Style. Indeed, tho' he has the Vanity to 
declare this to be his extraordinary Faculty, 
yet he has withal the Modeſty not to hope that 

(a) Diſſer. be ſhall convince any Body (a); and in this, I 
7 52. dare ſay, he is not miſtaken. For tis ſome- 
what hard to imagine, how a Man ſhould en- 
ter into the Spirit and Delicacy and all the 
various Niceties of a dead Tongue, who is ſo 
far from having any exquiſite Senſe of theſe 
Things, even in that very Tongue, which he 
was born and bred up in. I ſhall take an Oc- 
caſion by and by to give the Reader ſuch a 
Specimen of his Engliſb Eloquence, as will 
diſcourage any Body (if there be any Body | 
left, who is not yet diſcourag'd) from chuſing | 
him for a Taſter. In the Mean: time, to ſtay f 
the Reader's Longing, 1 ſhall inſtance in one 


hap- 
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happy Phraſe, newly "minted by the Dr. in 
this very Paragraph: He ſpeaks here of the 
Mien of 'g Face; which, as I take it, is much 
the ſame Thing with the Bebaviour of a Look, 
or the Carriage of 4 Smile: I do not know 
I ea the Dr's Mien or his Face may 
be; to my Knowledge, I never ſaw him; 
but the Mien 55 the Face of his Style, the 
Reader muſt allow me, even from this ſingle 
neee 1s pre ooh extraor 


N E Uſe of: the Attic Dialect was made 

one ſhrewd Objection againſt Phalaris ; 
the Uſe of the Attic Talent, Dr. Bentley is 
reſolv*d, ſhall be another. This Way of 
counting occurs pretty often in the Epiſtles ; 
however not ſo often, as that an Argument 


F built upon it ſhould deſerve to be rank'd a- 
) mong the general Proofs : But I am fo little 
ſenſible of the Force of it, that I am willing 
do allow it a Place there; and if Dr. Bentley 
1 can make it out, I promiſe to renounce, not 
- thoſe particular tpi les only from whence tis 
"Wt taken, but the whole Sett of them. 

e The Dr, upon this Article, accuſes his 


0 mock Phalaris of miſtakiy the Sicilian Ta- 

ſe tent: And this Miſtake of he, with his 

ie uſual Gaiety, LD « ſlippery Slippery Way of telling 

c- Money; (a) and therefore cautions us again 

a dealing with him. (6) He explains himſelf 5 _ 
ill thus, that the Sicilian Talent was the loweſt of (5) Ibid. 
ay any; that Phalaris promiſing in his Epiſtles to P. 4 


ng ſeveral of his Countrymen Talents in gene- 
ay ral, muſt be underſtood to mean os 
Ne a- 


* Difler. 
F. 54. 


Dr. Bentley's Diſſertation upon the 
Talents, whereas he means Nothing like it: 
Noto (ſays the Dr.) if 4 Bargain were made in 
England, to pay ſa many Pounds, or Marks; 
end the Party ſhould pretend at laſt, that he means 
Scots Marks, or French Livres; few, I ſuppoſe, 
would care to have Dealings with him. And this 
is the very Caſe in ſo many of theſe Letters. 
So far from being the Caſe, that the Caſe is 
juſt contrary þ For if the Sicilian Talents were 
ſo very low, and Phalaris mult be thought to 
intend them in his Promiſes, and yet paid 
Attic ones; thoſe he dealt with had certainly 
na Reaſon to complain of him. Would a 
Man think himſelf ill us'd in Scotland, who 
fhould have a general Promiſe made him of 
fo many Pounds, which he expected to be 
made good in the Pounds of the Country; 
and receiv*d them afterwards in good Engii/h 
Sterling? What could poſſibly give this per- 
verſe Turn even to Dr. Bentley Imagination ? 
What cloudy Author had he been converſing 
with, that could put him into this State ot 
Perplexity and Confuſion? We have great 
Hopes indeed that the intricate Accounts of 
this Paragraph ſhould be clear'd up, by ſuch 
an Head in ſuch Order! But, it may be, 
the Dr. did not intend this for a Remark that 
was to edify his Reader; but for a pure Piece 
of harmleſs Diverſion. Having therefore 
ſported himſelf a little, he reſumes the Chair, 
and thus authoritatively dictates to us. 

We are to know, that in Sicily, as in moſt o- 
ther Countries, the Name and Value of their 
Coins, and the Way of reckoning by Sums, was 
peculiar. The Sum Talent, in the Sicilian Ac- 
compt, contain d no more in Specie than three At- 

tie 
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tic Drachms, or Roman Denares; as plainly 


appears from Ariſtotle, in his now loſt Treatiſe * Pollux. 
of the Sicilian Government. And the Wordsof f ls c. 
Feſtus are moſt expreſs ; Talentorum non unum 


Genus Atticum eſt ſex millium Denariùm, Sy- 
racuſanum trum denarium. What an immenſe 
Difference! One Attic Talent had the realValue 


of twa thouſand Sicilian Talents. Now in all 


theſe Epiſtles the very Circumſtances aſſure us, 
that by the Word Talent fimply nam d, the 
Attic Talent is underſtood. But ſhould not aur 


wiſe Sophiſt have known, that a Talent in that 


Country where he had laid the Scene of hisLetters, 
was quite another Thing ? Without Queſtion, if the 
true Phalaris had penn d them, he would have 
reckond theſe Sums by the Sicilian Talents, en- 
creaſing only the Number : Or ſhould he have 


made Uſe of the Attic Accompt, heſhould always (a) Dil. 
bave given expreſs Notice of it; never ſaying P. 5% 54+ 


Ta ailon alone, without the Addition of *Arlmuv.(a) 
Now, in Oppoſition to the Dr's Reaſonings 
and Authorities about this Matter of the Ta- 
lents, 1 ſhall endeayour to ſhew, that what the 
Dr. ſays we are to know, we are ſtill zo know, 
after all the Information he has vouchſaf'd to 
give us; and that if we did note it, we could 
not from thence gather, that theſe Epiſtles 
are ſpurious. For if there is Room to ſuſpect 
that the Dr's Witneſſes are corrupted, if their 
Teſtimony is inconſiſtent, if they tell us Things 
demonſtratively falſe; if the Dr. ſays more 
than his Witneſſes do, if there be ſtronger 
Authority to counterbalance theirs; if, ad- 
mitting what they ſay, or what the Dr. makes 
them ſay, to be true, the Letters may be ne- 
vertheleſs Authentic: If theſe Things can > 
„ | e made 
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made good the Dr. will, I hope, pardon me, 
if I refuſe to part with Phalaris, upon any 

uarrel about the Talents. a 
The Dr's Witneſſes are Pollux, and Feſtus, 
whom I ſhall examine ſeverally. Axiſtotle in- 
deed is call'd in for a Witnefs; but he not 
appearing in Perſon, we have his Teſtimon 
only at Secand-hand ; So that its Force wil 
wholly depend on the Authority of Palſux, 
the Relater. To him we are referr'd in.the 
Margin; but it doth net appear from the 
Book and Chapter there cited, that the Trea- 
tiſe of Ariſtotle which, the Dr. ſays, is naaa 
laſt, was ever found. That Ariſtotle wrote 
II our, or Accounts of the State and Policy 
of ſeveral particular Cities, and of ſeveral 
- Sicilian Cities, among the reſt, 
* Three ww Foc is ſufficiently known *: but 

— 75 iSneolle og ixaTo, „ that he wrote any Thing 

— % eee which bore ſuch a Title as 

2 Diog. in Vit. Ar. 4 Tr eatiſe of the Sicilian Go- 

| vernment, we want the Light 

of fome other loſt Treatiſe to make plain 
to ys. A Treatiſe of Ariſtotle, but not under 
this Name, is cited by Pollux in this Chapter: 
but whether that Part of this Chapter which 
concerns the Value of Talents be genuine, we 
have Room to doubt. Seberus, in his Notes 
on Pollux, tells us, that from Pag. 433, v. 32. 
of his Edition, to the End of the 6th Chapter, 
(within which Space all that is ſaid of Talents 
lies) is wanting in one MS, But allowing it 
to be genuine, what the Dr. ſays is plain 
from that Place in Pollux, is ſo far from bein 
plain from thence, that Pollux muſt be chang” 


and helpd out from other Authors, before he 
C an 


can be made to ſpeak to the Purpoſe. It bs 
plainly appears to the Dr. from Ariſtotle, as 

there cited by Pollux, that the Sum Talent 

in the Sicilian Accompt contain d no more in Spe- 

rie than three Attic Drachms, or Roman De- 
nares. But tho* the Sicilian Talent be there 
mention'd, tis neither adjuſted ro Attic 
Drachms , nor Roman De- © 
nares (a). Two Sorts of Si- (a) To, pars Enxvurts 
titan Talents are there taken T7" Dara dex 1 
Notice of; an ancient, and {097900 15 g ese, 8. 
a later: That equal to 24 e 133 rigor Worm 
Nummi, This to 12. And d. dach, N vw - 
the Nummus is ſaid to be equal % 79 pe rs 

to three ocaize So that be- on 2. 
fore the Value of the Sicilian s. 

Talent can be ſettled from this Paſſage, the 

Value of the Nummus ſhould be firſt agreed 

on, which it will not be very eaſy to fix 

from its given Proportion to the oyoaz, be- 

cauſe that is a Species of Money we are ſtran- 

gers to; and the Criticks are agreed we owe 

that Coin purely to a corrupt Reading of the 

Text: (which, by the by, is much ſuch an 
Inſtance of Eguivocal Generation, at that which 

r: the Dr. tells us of *, where he makes Mu- Diff. 
ch ſhrooms to grow out of arotten Paſſage in Suidas). p. 118. 


2 E NR cc 


We Some therefore for 0a6aiz read 035)ux, others 

tes 144066ahiz7 This latter muſt be own'd to be 

32. a greater Departure from the Letter of the 
er, Text than the former; ſo that if we admit 

nts it, in order to our ſettling the Value of the 
* Nummus, and conſequently of the Talent, we 

an do not owe our Light in this Matter to what 

in we read in Pollux, but to what we gather from 

8 „ 1 N our 

Re = 2:53:97 | 
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our own Conjectures, or from other Authors: 
When we have put nuidoauu for quinn, tis 
granted, that the Nummus, which is equal to 
three Half-Obolus's,or one Obolus and an Half, 
is the fame with Nummus Seſtertius of the Ro- 
mans: The Value of which being known from 
other Authors, and it's Proportion to the Ro- 
man Denare; the Proportion of the Sict- 

lian Talent to the Roman Denare is thereb' 

made out. But thoſe who go this Way 
work in ſettling the Value of the Sicilian Ta- 
lent from this obſcure and corrupted Paſſage, 
ſeem to take it for granted, that theGreekWord 
vupC- in Pollux means the Roman Nummus, 
or Seſtertius; and then adjuſt the obſcureWord 
0ja0AL% (by OO: it into N οον,)k to the 
nown Value of the Seſtertius. 
2 — d abus. Fox? ws But Pollux tells us, _ tho? * 
was Tera rage 7 a” thay Rem t© be a Ro- 
* hg wm” man Name of Money, yet it is 
Aeg. L. 9. c. 65. 2 Greekone, and a Term of the 
| Dorians in [taly and Sicily. 
And if fo, *tis more probable that the Sicilian 
Talent is here compar'd to the Dorian or Si- 
cilian Nummi, whatever thoſe were, than to 
the Roman Seftertii, Had Pollux given us the 
Value of the Sicilian Talent in his own Name 
and Words, we might have ſuppos'd that 
he adjuſted it to the Roman Monies; but tis 
abſurd to think that Ariſtotle, 
+ To wiv agyato, d A- Whoſe Words | are here 
girorins Mer, ay 1264485, Cited for the Value of the 
_— Talent, ſhould give it us in 
| Roman Seſtertii, which were 
a Coin not ſtamp'd at Rome, till after Ari- 


be the ſame with the Roman uni cum bellum: Nat. Hit. 


Epiſtles of Phalaris, Examin'd.  - 79 
fotte's Time. (a) Se that the fa) Who dyd Oha. 
Ground upon which the re- ant, A ade g ro Laer- 
eciv'd Computation of the &. Jean, geen n . 
lien Late, ſeems to have e 465, fu 
been made, plainly fails. But 485) Quinto Fab; 


hers read 
| 21) 10 Conſuls, 
admitting the Nummus here to , 1], - ants pre 
Seſtertius, which we havè good be: ev by 12 Witte 
Reaſon not to admit; and that * % Re Nummaris that Se- 
16x Is rightly ſubſtituted, 2 ee then rt 
which we have no Reaſon to "Ro 2. U. & gr. fam 
— | 3 D. C. 585, fa 

grant: Yer after all, Dr. Bent. in with OJ. 153. 2. U. C. 
try has impos'd upon us in his 485, with OI. 128. 
Valuation of the Sicilian Talem. For the Value 
of the more Ancient Sicilian Talent, which is 
equal to 24 Nummi or Seſtertii, will be equi 
valent not to three, but to fix Roman Denares 
or. Attic Drachms; it being agreed on all 
Hands, that each Seftertins is one fourth Part 
of a Denare or Drachm: So that the Dr. has 
funk the Value of the Sicilian Talent (admits 
ting this Computation) Half in Half. The 
later Sicilian Talent will indeed at this Rate 
be, as the Dr. puts it; but the more ancient 
one will be double its Value. But tho' the 
Dr. in his Way of telling Money after Pollux, 
flips the old Talent, (which it had been fair 
to have taken Notice of, ſince Phalaris muſt 
be ſuppos'd to reckon by thoſe Talents that 
were moſt ancient) and gives us the Value on- 
iy of the later one; yet the Difference be- 
tween theſe two Talents is not, I own, ſe 
great, as to be worth contending for: Since 
tis freely acknowledg'd that the Talents men- 
tion'd in Phalaris muſt be put at a higher 
Rate than even the greater Hccilian m_ 

N 
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that was worth no more than fix Roman De- 
wares, or Attic Drachms. The Value of a De- 

nare, or Drathm, is computed by all Authors, 

and may be prov' d by the Scales to be equal 

to 7 d. ob. that ſix of theſe will amount 

to 3 5 9d. The Price, as is pretended, of the 

greater Sicilian Talent: And three of them, 

to Half that Sum, 15. 10d. ob. The Value of 

Dr. Bentley's Talent. But now if Pollux had 

Exprefly told me from Ariſtotle, that theſe 
were the ſeveral Values of the two Sicilian 

Talents; I ſhould have made ſome Difficulry 
of giving him any Credit in this Matter. For 
I find, that the ſame Pollux, as we now have 
him, cites Ariſtotle for Things of this Nature, 
which even upon Ariſtotle's Authority I can- 
not admit. He tells us from 
Ariſtotle, (a) that the Sicilians 
reckon'd that two Braſs Pie- 
ces (xa were equal to ſix 
Litre; and that fix Braſs Pie- 
ces were equal to Half a Litra. 
Now that two ſhould be 
twelve Times as much as fix, 
is not according to the re- 
ceiv'd Rules of Arithmetic: | ; 
To puzzle us ſtill more, Pollux | 
tells us in another Place, (6) e 


(a) E, Ipreaiuy, rorutiia 
pnoly If nagpnf We d 
b ErxtNw Ta Tos duo yan 
dg i ug xaxovor, To; d 


de, I “ L. 4. c. 24. 


(5) nag avry [Agrori- 
au] Ty ay i Ty Iprectiw 
FoNTtie x; dM ive x- 


Awv aroyeadlas ole elyiar, 6= 
ie Sala xanxov iva” 2 
it TaAaile, sig ig 000 N 
X07, %) Teia Taraila, og 
761756. 5 9. e. 6. 


from the ſame Treatiſe of 
Ariſtotle, that ſix Talents are 
equal · to two Braſs Pieces; 
and that three Talents are 
equal to three of the ſame 
Braſs Pieces; that is, that 


three are more than ſix. I beg to be excus d, 


if I cannot believe Pollux, 


that Ariſtotle 


counted at this Rate ; becauſe I always thought, 


that 
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that Ariſtotle had ſome little Sk ill in Mathema- 
ticks. It would not PR be difficult to of- . 
fer ſome Emendations, that might ſet theſe ®) ee 
things right (a): but till this is done, Pollux's ſerœ d 
Calculations are of: no great Credit with me. with the 
Pollux, in the ſame Place with the Dr. cites for P-. bali 
his Value of the Talents, informs us (+), that as Yer 


what may 
ſet Pollux right: And I wiſh the Dr. himſelf were as capable of H- 
mendation. My Cojecture, for I do not pretend to demonſtrate in the/? 
Matters, is this, — That d rah, or rather ££zT&«AauTo, Kc. ig an 
Error of the Copyiſts for 5ZaMrew,&c. and, that the Compounds of \.vew 
avith the Deriontives of rgeis, and rt, and E, zbere ſuchDoricWords 
as ſignified T6 i, ric r, and rg r Nitexs 3 like: the Sextans, 
Quadrans, and Triens of the Romans; and were Nothing butTawo, Three, 
and Four Ouynlai. That theSicilian Talent was a Piece of Silver, that 
anſwer'd in former Days to a Talent-weight, or 60 Litrz Weight of 
Braſs; and that this Quantity of Braſs was then divided into 24 
Pieces, call d 18m, each .- being equal to two Pounds and an 
half of Braſs, which the Romans would hade call'd Nummus Se- 
ſtertius; as they would ſour of them, a Decuſſis. That afterauas ds, 
Silver falling in Price, compar'd with Braſs, it ſunk at laſi jo 
low (and we know from the Romans how much more it ſunk a long 
Time after) as that the Silver Piece call'd formerly a Talent, was 
now worth only Half what it was, and grown equivalent but to 
Twelve. Nummi Seſtertii, or three Decuſſes; and that, according to 
that Value therefore Feſtus (if the preſent Reading of him prevails) 
expreſs'd it by Three Roman Denarii. That, by this Time, litile Silver 
Litre being coin d, equal, by the latter Value, to a Litra of Braſt, 
and in quantity to an Æginean Obolus, /e Nummus Seſtertius, <vas 
conſequently equivalent to Two and an Half of thoſe Litræ or Oboli, 
that is, to a Teiriv Eu, to be underſtood, as Pollux himſelf ail! 
direct in that Chapter: And that ſo, I ſuppoſe, it might have been 
expreſs'd by Ariſtotle, and ſhould be read in Pollux. 

(6) He tells us expre/ly, that the Mina of each Country is divided into 
100 Drachms of that Country. H ws 0 we was Ahmdν, = Hu 
£309 Noce * Arhxcc, ouTw % rg Tos M r earl Jura 
et x AGyon TS xal ia) TANGIHS KATH TE Tooglyxy, *% %OH0ow 
L. 9. C. 6. And if the Drachme of each Country rife and fall in pro- 
portion to the Talent, it is evident, that there are as many Hundreds 
of them, that is, as many Minx, in one Talent as,in another. And fo 
Brerewood «nder/lands Pollux: Omne Talentum, ut Suidas & Pollux 
inquiunt, continet Minas 60, ut Mina Drachmas 100. Proinde 
booo.Drachmas continebat 'Talentum omne proprias ſcil. ej us Re- 


gionis, cujus Talent um eſſe dicebatur. De Nummis, p. 26. 


Talentum quodvis ſex millia Drachmarum ſui Geheris habet, 
quæ ad Atticas reductæ variant. Cron. de Pec. Vet. c. 3. 


the 
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the Attic Talent was divided into ſixty Attic 
Minæ, and each of thoſe Minæ into an hundred 
Attic Drachms, ſo the Talent of each Country 
was divided into the ſame Number of Minæ; 
and each Mina into theſameNumber of Drachms 

roportionably to the Value of the ſeveral Ta- 
— So that the Sicilian Mina, the 6th Part 


of the greater Sicilian Talent, will at this Rate 


be juſt three Farthings of our Money; and 
the Sicilian Drachm, the hundreth Part of that 
minute Sum, i. e. more than three and thir- 
ty Times leſs than our Farthing. Now it can- 
not eaſily beimagin'd, that the Sicilian Drachm, 
which was a Coin current amongft them, ſhould 
be ſo inconceivably little as it muſt be, if its 
Value were but the three and thirtieth Part of 
our Farthing; and yet we muſt not ſtop here, 
but muſt carry our Imagination further, and 
ſtill break that Particle of Metal into two Parts, 
if we would reach the Littleneſs of that other 
Drachm which anſwers to the leſſer, or Dr. 
Bentley's Talent; being not quite the 69th Part 
of our Farthing, and that in Silver too: A Spe- 
cies of Money, not to be counted without the 
Help of Microſcopes. So that when we have Oc- 
caſion hereafter to expreſs the Value, or rather 
Worthleſneſs, of any contemptible Perfor- 
mance, we ſhall in Compliment to the Dr's Cri- 
ticiſm, ſay, it is not worth a Sicilian Drac hm. 

I beg the Reader's Patience, while I take a 
Review of what has been ſaid in Anſwer to the 
Dr's firſt Authority. The Value of the Si- 
cilian Talent appears clearly to him from a Loft 
Treatiſe which he owns has long ſince diſap- 
pear'd, and which I think never did appear. 
That Part of Pollux, which he finds the Re- 


mains of this loſt Treatiſe, is of 3 
re- 


0 


8 
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Credit. If it is genuine, it is imperſect, and 

to be ſitpply*'d by Gueſs. The Supplies which 

have been made to it ſeem to have been built 

upon A wrong Suppoſition, that the vwwp@E- in 

Pollux was a Roman Word. When theſe Supple- 

ments are admitted, they do not ſink the Ta- 

lent in Diſpute quite ſo low as the Dr. doth. 

Pollux, whoſe Authority we muſt depend wpon 

for this Citation from Ariſtotle, cites Things of 

this Nature from him, which, as they there 

ſtand, are demonſtrably falſe. In his Diviſion 

of the Talent; he breaks it into Pieces, which 
admitting the Dr's Rate of the Talent, are of 

no Value; and of no Uſe. 

If this Plea (for the Length of which I beg 

the Reader's Pardon) is ſufficient to invalidate 

the Authority of Pollux, the Teſtimony of Fe- 
ſtus will admit of an eaſier Diſpatch. For not 

to inſiſt on any of thoſe Exceptions againſt Pol- 

lux, which affect Feſtus equally with him, it is 
obſervable, that the Book which we now have 

under the Name of Faſtus, is not the Work of 

Feſtus, but compos'd out of ſome Fragments 

of Feſtus, and an Epitome of Feſtus, which Pau- _ 

tus Diaconus, a mean Writer“ « paytus Longobardus, 
whoſe Picture Scaliger has ſo homo corifidentiflimus ac in- 
drawn, as if an Acquaintance ęptiſmus ; nihil Feſto pe- 


of mine had ſate for it; made ius Potuit accidere, quam 


in Charles the Great's Time. The Petit. J, oy 2 
Original Feſtus, if we had him Ded. ad C aſtigationes in 
entire, was but an Epitome of Hum. | 

Verrius Flaccus; and Scaliger thinks it a juſt 
Judgment upon Feſtus, for having abridg*d Flac- 

cus, that his Epitome was epitomiz'd by ſo ig- 

norant a Creature as Paulus. But, what is moſt 

to our Purpoſe, thoſe that give us theſe 

G 2 | 0 
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of Feſtus, (if they be his) which the Dr. ſays 


are expreſs to this Point, take Care to warn us; 
that for Syracuſanum trium Denarium, we ought 
to read, Syracuſanum trium Millium Denariim. 
Which Error may be ſuppos'd eaſily to have 
crept into the Copies of Feſtus, by leavingout 
the Capital Letter M, between the Words vi- 
um and Denariiim. | | | 

I have conſulted all the Editions of Feſtus I 
1 could meet with, and find none“ which doth 
: 70%. .z; not take Notice of this Emendation; and this 
Nsrz ad the Dr. could not be a Stranger to: And had 
Schedas he therefore been a fair Dealer in this Matter, 
Fejlifrag- V'eſtus had not been quoted. at ſuch a looſe 


to de- 
ada. Rate, to prove Phalaris a foul one. 


234. 
Fn See the ſame Got hefredus's Notes upon Feſtus, p. 1821. 

See St. Andrean's Edition of Feflus, where, in the Text, tis 
trium Denarium, but in the Margin, trium Millium. =. 
See Antonius Auguſtinus's Notes upon Feſtus, at the Word Ta- 
leut; where he ſays, Mendo/us hic Locus eſt, & qui non patitur E. 
merndationem. Hoc unum certum eſt, Talentorum non unum efſe Ge- 
rus, © Atticum eſſe Sex Millium Denarium : Cetera incerta ſunt. 


See Dr. Bernard, de Ponderibus & Menſuris, who ſuppoſes the 
Jalent of Syracuſe to be of 3000 Denares, and quotes Feſtus for it. 
See Dacier's Notes upon Fe/?us. ; 


The Opinion which the Dr. would have us 
entertain. of his great Reading would have 
been better confirm'd, had he ſupported his 
Notion of the low Value of the Siciliau Talent 
by good Authorities taken from approv*d Sici- 
liau Writers, or others that purpoſely treat of 
Sicilion Affairs. But, whether the Dr. knows it 
or not, he had good Reaſon to decline the Teſti- 
mony of thoſe, Who ſo plainly declare againſt 
him. For they give us better Grounds for ſet- 
ting an higher Price on the Talent, by which 
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Sicilian Authors us'd to reckon, than Pollux 
and Feſtus could give us for placing it ſo low; 
tho* they had been more expreſs to the Dr's 
Purpoſe than they are. | 
Diodorus a Sicilian,writing of Sicilian Affairs, 


frequently uſes the Word Talent, without any 


Addition; which therefore, according to the 
Dr. muſt mean the Sicilian: And which yet, by 
the Circumſtances, muſt have as great a Price 
put upon it, as theTalents mention*d by Phalaris 
require. He tells us, that Agathocles being poſ- 


ſeſs'd of a Garriſon of the Meſſenians in Sicily, 


offer'd to ſurrender it to them for thirty Ta- 
lents (a). Here a Silician Wri- 


85 


ter ſpeaking of a Contract be- 
tween the Prince of one Sici- 
lian Town, and People of ano- 
ther, mentions Talents, which 
mult be the Sicilian, according 
to Dr. Bentley's Reaſoning ; but 


0 a * 

(a) AyaJorans 5 Twy Eve 
eaxxeoiuy * furan; KATEXw 
@egg Twy Mioonviwy mn yin 

> * — / 
AgTo Maw Tag aut Town 
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\ 7 
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Diod. Sic. J. 19. 


mult not be Sicilian, according to his Compu- 
tation. For by his Reckoning, a Garriſon, up- 
on a fair Bargain, was to be parted with for 
leſs than three Pounds: Which, if it be true, 
tis probable Agathoctes got leſs by ſelling his 


Garrifons, than his Pots, 


Again Diodorus tells us, that Gorgia, the fa- 


mous Rhetarician of Leentium/b)had one Hun- 


(5) Poey:as 


dred Minæ a-piece from his Scholars, ( Sicilian ; *p;nue 
Mine they muſt be, according to the Dr) for N, N 
teaching them his Art. This, tho' taken Notice * 75 


of by the Hiſtorian as an Extraordinary Price, 
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was very inconſiderable Pay (c) for fo great a z«' - 
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Tov” SN 
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Maſter; unleſs we may ſuppoſe, that he taught 
at different Prices, in Proportion to the Im- 
rovements of his Scholars; and then I can 
allow the Dr. that there is a Sort of Eloquence, 
which had been too dear a Purchaſe even at 
that Rate, 
| | From the ſame Author we 
(a) Mera & v HH o learn (a) that the Syracuſtans, 
Evgaxzgic T9; ptr inis after a ſignal Victory, gave one 

ora; ice, dere yi Nina to each of their Subject 
Abe Ths Vinns trip U JECTS, 
april Ovres agyuęie tua that had behav'd themſelves 
ag L. 11. well in the Fight. The Relater 
| of this is a Sicilian; thoſe who 
give, and thoſe who receive the Reward are 
Sicilians of Syracuſe, the very Place from 
whence the Dr's low Talent had its Denomi- 
nation: The Perſons honour'd with this Gra- 
tuity are ſuch as had diſtinguiſh*d themſelves 
by their Bravery; and for their exemplary 
Courage, and eminentService to theirCountry 
they are crown'd, and each of them receives, 
according to the Dr's Eſtimation, the Mozety 
of three Farthings. A noble Donative! for which 
no doubt the States were often remember'd 
by the Soldiery in the beſt Wine of Syracuſe ! 
T heecritus, another Sicilian Writer, in one 
of his [dyiliums, mentions both Mine and 
Drachme. The Perſon he introduces ſpeaking 
(% are two Sracuſian Ladies; they talk 
„ . Doric, 


. IPL 


Ieætuba, jane Tor T0 xννH½s ug © £89240 
Toro Tg" | Aire obs, Teoow . Tos ay irw 3 
| Heaton = | : 
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H b Idyll. 46 ; 
Stephens in the margin reads was. 


 Eprſtles of Phalaris, Examin'd, B87. 
Doric, the Language of Syrac/ue. The one 
admires the other's fine Habit, which ſhe had 
put on upon a great Feſtival, to appear at 
Court in; and aſks the Price of it: The o- 
thers anſwer her, that it coſt ſomewhat more 
than a Mina or two; and ſeems to make an 
Excuſe for her Extravagance : Which, if ſhe 
pou for it in the Dr's Money, ſhe need not 
ve done, conſidering they were her Holi- 
day-clothes. 
In the ſame Idyllium we have an Account of 
five Fleeces (*) bought for ſeven Drachms. It 
is true, we are told it was bad Ware: But the 
Woman had no great Reaſon to rail at her 
Huſband as a Spendthrift, and an ill Market- 
| man (as we find ſhe doth) it the whole Pur- 
y chaſe fell ſhort of the eighth Part of a Far- 
ö thing. 
* It would be eaſy, if pardonable, to multi- 
J ly Inſtances of this Nature from Sicilian 
4 riters, or ſuch as treat of Things tranſacted 
< in Sicily. A neighbouring Dad, Sie. 1. 1 
? State (a) is by a Br ibe of 15 6 Lejs —— : 08hillings. 
4 Talents (4) prevail'd with to 
forſake the Agrigentines, their (c) Thucyd, p. 353. 
Allies. Sixty Talents (c) are 
* offer*d by oo Egeſtani of Si- 3 þ by Pay - 
nd | cily for a Month's Pay (4) for a Skip 
ng 60 Ships, which they had Oc- le) Flut. in Vita Timo- 


ilk caſion to borrow. Timoleon (e) . 
16 the Reſtorer of Hracuſe to its Liberties and 
1 88 G 4 Rights 


(*) XH rab X64 o- agyvgiu, AtoxAcigag* 
Erd dea xuwy xd dg, veανινιπ0 ATUTINAATYE WHgXN 
, Ilivre Toxws e Ns, d evie- | | 


88 Dr. Bentley's Diſſertation upon the 
Rights, was magnificently buried by the 
State, which he had deliver'd, at the Charge 
of (a) 200 Mine, A vaſt 
(a) 65. 34, Fund of (b) a Thouſand Ta- 
(5) Le/s than 100 pounds. ents is rais'd by letting out 
Ground and Houſes to 60000 
Men, for the Recruit of Syra- 
_Cuſe, after it had been ruin'd 


(c) Plut. ibid. by a War (c). Dion's Eſtate, 
(d) which lay at Syracuſe, is 
(4) Plato, Ep. 7. reckon'd a Great one; and 


its full Value ſaid to be an 

8 Hundred (e) Talents. Two 

775 N. b Sicilian Princes (J) fend 75 
(2) Leſs than 7 pounds. Talents to the Rhodians (g 
for their Relief, after they 

had been ruin'd by an Earthquake; but could 

not raiſe ſo great a Sum at once, and there- 

fore ſent it by Parcels, In ſhort, after 

ſome Search into this Matter, I am perſwa- 

ded no one Inſtance can be produc'd of Ta- 

lents, or other Moneys mention'd by any Sici- 

lian Writer, or any one that writes of Sici- 

ly, which will countenance or admit of the 

low Valuation of the Sicilian Talent, that Dr. 

entley eſpouſes. 

But becauſe I find the Modern Dealers in 
ancient Monies go into the Opinion of a Sici- 
tan Talent of low Value, without any other 
Authority, as I can find, but the obicure and 
interpolated Paſſages of Pollux and Feſtus, I 
ſhall lay no Streſs upon the Exceptions that 
have been made againſt that Opinion : Since 
we may freely admit ſuch a low Value of this 
Talent, and yet think theſe Letters genuine. 
For there might be a low Value of the Sicilian 

: Ta- 
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Talent in ſome other Age, and yet the Talent 
of Phalaris's Time might be higher. Or there 
might be a Talent of this low Value in other 
Parts of Sicily, and yet the Talent of Agrigen- 
tum, a diftinet State, might be higher. Or 
there might be a low Talent (a) The Talents in 


(a) of baſer Metal, ſuppoſe Pollux being compar'd to 


Braſs, equal to a Litra; and a, and being, accord- 
yet the Siver Talents, which 175,70 the preſent reading 
Phalaris's are expreſly ſaid to than they, Peng lar 4" 
be, (4) might be higher. Or rather than Silver. 
there might be a low Value (#) Ep. 118. gg. 
us'd by the Natives, and ancient Inhabitants of 

Sicily, and the Talent us'd by the Greek Colo- 


nies that plac'd themſelves there, might be 


higher. Or if in Phalaris's Time there was a 


Silver Talent of this low Value, of Uſe among 
the Greek Colonies at Agrigent, and elſewhere, as 
poſſibly there might have been a Piece of Sil- 
ver ſo calPd becauſe equivalent to a Talent's 
Weight of Braſs; and ſuch Litra's there were 
we know: Yetcouldit not be properly term'd 
a Talent of Silver Money, when a Talent was 


ſimply mention'd, and without Specification. 


For then it muſt mean the common Talent, 
not that conſiſting of little obolary Litre, re- 
preſenting Braſs Pounds, but that every- 
where us'd, made of Litre, or Mine of the 
lame Metal, and thoſe divided, each into an 
100 Drachmæ, and theſe into Oboli: However, 
if this is not to be admitted, yet ſtill the 
Reaſons that may be offer*d tor Phalaris's uſing, 


the Attic Dialect (to ſpeak looſely) tho* a 


Sicilian, will juſtify his reckoning the Talents, 
as the Athenians did. Or if theſe Letters 
might by a later Hand be chang'd out of the 

: Doric 


ga Dir. Bentley's Dzfjertation upon the 

Doric Dialect into the Attic, the ſame Hand 
might make them ſpeak Aitic, in the Valua- 
tion of the Monies. All theſe Suppoſitions 
muſt be ſhewn impoſſible, before any convin- 
cing Argument can be drawn from hence, to 

rove theſe Letters ſpurious. Or laſtly, tho 
none of theſe Reaſonings ſhould hold, *tis a- 


(a) Talentum fine Adjec- 
tione Scriptoribus antiquis 
paſſim pro Attico. Gronav. 
de Pec. Vet. c. 3. 13 

Talentum Atticum pro- 
prie razala in ſcriptis 
GrecisLatiniſque, Bernard. 
in Ep. ad Pocock. 

Semper in Auctoribus 
(præter Sacras) ubi Nomen 
Talenti occurrit, hoc ipſum 
(Atticum, 6000 Drachma- 
rum Atticarum) intelli 


dum eſt, & Nomen Talen- 


Ar fitum fit, neq; 
iſtinctionis Cauſa aliquid 


greed by thoſe, who treat af 
theſe Matters, (a) and give us 
this low Value of the Sicilianu 
Talent, that wherever t 
Word Talent is us'd by Greek 
Writers, without any Additi- 
on, the Attic Talent muſt be 
underſtood. So far are the 
Learned from thinking, as the 
Dr. doth, that Pbalaris, had 
hemadeuſe of the Attic Accompt, 
ſhould akways have given expreſs 
Notice of it : And never have 
ſaid 14)avlo alone, without the 


ige de Num. , Addition of Arludi. For they, 
27. 230 who were converſant in other 


| Books beſide Dictionaries were 
ſenſible, that Sicilian Writers frequently us'd 
the Word Talent in the Attic Senſe of it, with- 
out any ſuch expreſs Limitation. And if 0- 
ther Sicilian Authors might expreſs themſelves 
in this Manner, without being ſuſpected as 
ſpurious, Phalaris is unjuſtly ſuſpected by the 
Dr. on this Account. As to this Head, he 
ſtands or falls, with the reſt of his Country- 
men : And I doubt not but the Reader, up- 
on a fair and impartial View of what has been 
ſaid to this Article of Dr. Bentley's Indictment 
againſt Phalaris, will pronounce him, Not 7 
; ty. — 
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Itherto Dr. Bentley has kept himſelf pret- 

ty well within his Province, and criti» 
cis'd chiefly upon Words, and Phraſes, and 
Dialects; in his next general Proof he ven- 
tures to criticiſe upon Things, and to ſhew 
the Letters an Impoſture, from the Matter 
and Bu/ineſs of them. * They are a Fardle of 
common Place, (he ſays) without any Life or 


Spirit from Action and Circumſtance : When you® a | 


come to them, YOU FIND BY THE EMP- 
TINESS AND DEADNESS OF THEM, 
THAT YOU CONVERSE WITH A 
DREAMING PEDANT, WITH HISEL- 
BOW ON HIS DESK ; not with an Adi ve am- 
bitious Tyrant, with his Hand on his Sword, &c. 
All that takes or affetts you is a Stiffneſs, and 
Statelineſs, and Operoſeneſs of Style; &c. which 
is quite aliene from the Character of Phalaris, 
a Man of Buſineſs and Diſpatch.F - Ne 

Stiffneſs, and Statelineſs, and Operoſeneſs of 
Style, is indeed quite aliene from the Character of* 
a Man of Buſineſs and Diſpatch : For which 
Reaſon, any Body that reads Dr. Bentley would 
eaſily guefs, that he is not a Man of Buſineſs. 
And not being a Man of Buſineſs, but a Li- 
 brary-keeper, it is not over modeſtly done of 
him, to oppoſe his Judgment and Taſte in 
this Caſe to that of Sir Milliam Temple; who 
is certainly a Man of Buſineſs, and knows 
more of theſe Things, than Dr. Bentley does 
of Heſychius and Suidas. For, as his Friend 
Mr. Wotton has with great Sagacity obſerv'd, 
Jt is univerſally acknowledg*d, that he who has 
Studied any Subject is a better Fudge of that Sub- 
55 . Jett, 
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cient an 


modern 


Dr. Bentley's Diſſertation upon the 
je, than another Man who did never purpoſely 
bend his Thoughts that May; provided they be 
® Refle&t. both Men of equal Parts.* Sir William Temple 
upon an has ſpent a good Part of his Life in tranſact- 


ing Affairs of State; he has written to Kings, 


Learning, and they to him: And this has qualified him 


F- 20. 


to judge how Kings ſhould write, much bet- 


ter than all Dr. Bentley's Correſpondence 
with Foreign Profeſſors; eſpecially it they be 
ſuch Profeſſors, as have the Judgment to ad- 


mire him, and his Humanity. I ſhall not there- 
fore offer a Word on the general Part of this 
Head, in Juſtification of the Epiſtles: I ſhall 
barely ſet down the Paſſage in which Sir Wil- 
tam Temple expreſſes his Senſe of this Mat- 
ter ; and ſhall then leave it to.the Reader, 
whoſe Opinion he'll think fit to take, either 
bis, or the Library-keeper's at St. Fames's. 
Sir William's admirable Words are, I think he 
muſt have but little Skill in Painting, that cannot 


find out this to be an Original. Such Diverſity 


of Paſſions upon ſuch Variety of Actions, and Pa, 
ſages of Life and Government; ſuch Freedom of 
Thought, ſuch Boldneſs of Expreſſion ; ſuch Boun- 
ty to his Friends, ſuch Scorn of his Enemies ; ſuch 
Honour of Learned Men, ſuch Efteem of Good; 


fuch Knowledge of Life, ſuch Contempt of Death, 


with ſuch Fierceneſs of Nature, and Cruelty of Re- 
venge, could never be repreſented but by him that 
poſſeſs'd them. And J eſteem Lucian to have been 
no more capable of Writing than of A#ing as 
Phalaris did. In all one writ you find the Scho- 
lar, or the Sophift; and in all the other «writ, 
the Tyrant, and the Commander. It 1s plain, 
Sir William Temple does not write {ike a Dreams 
ing Pedant, with his Elbow on his Deſe LIP 

there- 
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therefore the Reader perhaps will be apt to 
take his Judgment, when he tells him, that 
Phalaris does not write like one neither. 
cannot but obſerve that Dr. Bentley is here 
and} elſewhere (a) very liberal 
in diſtributing the Reproach of 2) Thoſe Little Pe- 


| dants, that haveſtalkt about 
Pedantry; which is to me, I jn the Apparel of Heroes. 


confeſs, a plain Proof that he D p. 29.— that wretch- 
has no juſt Notions of it: For ed Fedaatry in the matter, 


if he had, it is ſo high an Of- 2105 00 affected er. 
fence againſt Good Manners, try, P. oy Ve * 
and Good Senſe, that methinks 

he ſnould impute it more ſparingly. I will en- 
deavour therefore to ſet him right; which per- 

haps I ſhall be the better able to do, becauſe 

having convers'd much of late with ſome Wri- 

tings, where this Beauty of Style prevails, Ihave 

very ſtrong and ſenſible Impreſſions of it. 

PEDANTRY is a Word of a very various 

and mix'd Meaning, and therefore hard to be 
defin'd: But I will deſcribe it to the Dr. as 
well as I can, by pointing out ſome of the 

chief Marks and Moles of it. 

The firſt and ſureſt Mark of a Pedant is, to 

write without obſerving the receiv*d Rules of 
Civility, and common Decency : And without 
, diſtinguiſhing the Characters of thoſe he 
writes to, or againſt ; For Pedantry in the 
Pen, is what Clowniſhnels is in Converſation ; 
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IQ 
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- it is written, [/I-breeding. 

* It is Pedantry, to effect the Uſe of an hard 
* Word, where there is an eaſy one; or of a 
17 Greek or Latin Word, where there 1s an 


in, Engliſh one, that ſignifies the very ſame 
thing. And theſe two Meanings of the Word 
nd | my 
18 5 
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94 Dx. Bentley's Diſſertation upon the 
my Lord Roſcommond ſeeins to have hinted at 
in thoſe fine Verſes of his; which are worth at 
leaſt half a dozen Pages of Dr: Bentley's Scraps 
of Callimachus, Notes and all. 


The Soil intended for Pierian Seeds Hf 
Muſt be well purg d from rank Pedantic Weeds. 


Apollo farts, and all Parnaſſus ſhakes 

And the rude Rumbling Baralipton makes. 

For none were e' er with Admiration read, | 

But Who, bgſide their Learning, were well bred: 
Eſſay on Tranſl; Verſ. 


How Dr. Bentley will, on theſe Articles, ex- 
cuſe his Familiar Treatment of Sir William 
{a) Could Temple (a), and his Courſe of Compliments to 
neither Me (5); how he will bring off his Greek and 
diſcover Latin Proverbs (c), his aliene, and negoce, and 
| rue concele, and repudiating @ Yernaculor Idiom, with 
true Value an Hundred other ſuch Elegancies of Speech; 
of his Au- I leave him to conſider athis Leiſure. 
thors. p. 6. . | | 
— Criticiſm of a Peculiar Complexion, and muſt proceed from a Sin- 
gularity of Palate and Judgment. p. 7. | 
(b) Sorry Critic, Bungling Tinker, Lucian's A, &c. 
te) won , Te Toru, Afinus ad Lyram, &Cc. 


To over-rate the Price of Knowledge, and 
to make as great ado about the true rendring 
of a Phraſe, or accenting of a Word, as if an 
Article of Faith, or the Fortune of a 271 
dom depended upon it, is Pedantry. And ſo 
is an aſſuming and poſitive Way of deliver- 
ing ones ſelf, upon Points eſpecially not worth 
our Concern, and not capable of being per- 
fectly clear d. And whether Dr. Bentley be 
guilty in this Reſpect or no, the Reader * 

e 
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be able to judge, when he has caſt his Eye 
on the Margin, and conſider'd, how many 
times the Dr. in his Diſſertation, has freely. 
us'd the Word, Demonſtrate, of his own Per- 
formances (a): And withal, how fond he is of 3 
Negatives, (a very dangerous Way of Speechl) Pemon- 
and that in Caſes oftentimes where the Con- ſtrated, 
trary Affirmative is moſt certainly true; as t the 
it is, and ſhall be prov'd to be, in all thoſe p 
Inſtances, which this Mark F referrs to. furious. 
| | 3 : oF. 5. 
—that Demonſtrate Anaxilaus to hawe liv'd — P. 26. 
—— Demonſtrate the Doric Dia let to have been, &c. P. 42. 
— Bat which is plain Demonſtration, P. 48. | 
— TD 1] Demonſtrate them by and by to be an Impoſture, P. 116. 
—/7 fall Demonſtrate aur's to be of a moderate Date. P. 138. 
i a Demonſtrative Proof. P. 141. 2 
+ There was no ſuch Thing as Tragedy »vhile he tyranniæ d at Agri- 
gentum. P. 40. 
go ν never 2d by the Ancients in that Senſe. P. 52. 
By that Time ] have done with them, it will be no more a Con- 
trover/y, whether they are ſpuriaus, P. 89. 
There is no MS * CCC Years old, that has the Fables accor- 
ding to that Copy. P. 146. eh, 
2 all that Trae of Time, not one Single Author, that has given 
ur the Leaſt Hint that Aſop was ugly. P. 149. 
4 Aſty palæa, à City in Crete, never mention d by any Geographer. 
FP. 3 
; A Diſcovery in Geography, that could not be learnt any where 
elſe. P. 58. 
Euſtathius, ww4o appears never to bade ſeen the true Athenzus. 


P. 20. 


To depart from the Common Ways of 
writing or ſpeaking, and ſuch as have been 
us'd by the beſt Pens, on Purpoſe to ſhew 
ones ſelf more exact and knowing than the 
Reſt of the World, is a Piece of Affection, 
that ſavours of Pedantry. Tauromenium is the 
Word that is generally us'd by both * 

an 
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and Modern Writers. Dr. Bentley has re- 


form*d our Spelling, and will have it Tauromi- 


nium; becauſe Pliny, and Solinus, (and perhaps 


Somebody elſe) have happen'd to call it ſo. 


And here I muſt beg the Reader's Excuſe, if 
I go a little out of the Way, to do Right to 


Sir William Temple, in a Caſe of the like Na- 


ture: Mr. Wotton tells him, with great Plain- 

neſs of Speech, that He, of all Men, ought not 

to have arraign'd the Modern Ignorancein Gram- 

mar, who puts Delphos for Delphi, every where 
Reflect. in his Eſſays*: A capital Miſtake, and wor- 
upon anc. thy to be chaſtiz'd by the acute Pen of 
eg Mr. Wotton! But is he ſure that putting Del- 
p. 59. 8. phos for Delphi is an Offence againſt Grammar ? 
I thought always, that what was according to 
Propriety, and the receiv'd Uſe of a Tongue, 

could not be againſt Grammar. It may in- 

deed be againſt ſome general Rule of Gram- 

mar: But ſo wiſe a Man as Mr. Wotton is, 

ſhould have known, that Grammar has not 

only general Rules, but particular Exceptions 

too; and that the common Cuſtom and Uſage 

of a Tongue is capable of creating an Excep- 

tion at any Time; and is as good a Rule as 

any in the Grammar. Now Delphes, for the 

Latin Word Delphi, is us'd by all the fineſt 
Writers of our Tongue, and beſt Judges of 

it: Particularly, by Mr. Waller twice, in ſome 

(a) P.269. of his laſt Copies (a); which, tho? they are 
303- worſe Poetry than the reſt, yet are in cor- 
recter Engliſh : By Mr. Dryden, four or five 

YP. 6, 33, 41, 46, 48. Times, in his Life of Plu- 
(c) P. 4, 20, 23, 36, 42, 59. farch (6b); by Mr. Duke (c) 
(4) P. 280, 288, 310. and Mr. Creech (4) often in 
their ſeveral Lives of Theſeus, and Solon: And 

| | (be 


Mn. «A. | 
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{becauſe perhaps one old Divine may weigh 
more with Mr. Wotton than all theſe modern 
Witneſſes) by the Reverend and Learned 


Dr. Fackſon, in his Volumes on the Creed(a). (a) T. 2. 
Mr. Wotton might have ſaid indeed, that Del- P. 364. 


phos, in the Singular Number, is not good 
Latin, or good Greek: But when he ſays, *tis 
bad Engliſh, he only ſhews, that he does not 
converſe with ſo good Authors as he ought 
to do. This Digreſſion might have been 
ſpar'd, but that Mr. Wotton, when he was 
purging his Book of ſome unbecoming Paſ- 


lages in the ſecohd Edition of it, thought fit 


ſtill to retain this Grammatical. Reflection 


there: Perhaps in a third Edition, he'll take 


care that This too ſhall bear the reſt Com- 


any. | | 
5 Dr. Bentley will forgive me this ſhort Viſit 
to his Friend, now I return to him. | 
Peadantry conſiſts alſo in ;w and mean Ways 
of Speech, which are a vicious Affectation of 
what is natural and eaſy, as hard Words 
are of Learning and Scholarſhip. And whe- 
ther Dr. Bentley has not offended this Way, by 
thoſe familiar Expreſſions of Mother Clito the 
Herb-woman, and going to Pot, and ſetting Hor- 
ſes together, and roaſting the Old Woman, and 
by his apt Similie drawn from Bungling Tin- 
kers mending old Kettles, Any-body, but Pe- 
dants, can tell, = | 
An Itch of contradiò ing Great Men, ot 
Eſtabliſh'd Opinions 1 very ſlight Grounds, 
is another Inſtance of Pedantry: And (not to 
mention any thing that relates to the Preſent 
Diſpute) ſomething of this Kind there was, 
I'm afraid, in Dr. Bentley's briſk Cenſure of 
H 


Gro» 
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Grotius and Scaliger for not knowing the Mea- 


(a) Bentl. Ep. ad Millium 
in fine Malalz, p. 26. 

(b) In the Article of the 
Thericlean Cups. 

(c) Modeſte & circumſpe- 
Ae de tantis Viris pronun- 
ciandum eſt, ne forte (quod 
pleriſque accidit) damnent 
quæ non intelligunt. Quint. 


(4) C' eſtoit une Enemie 
Public, qui ne pouvoit ſouf- 
frir le merite, ni la re puta- 
tion de perſonne. L. 5. 
Lettr. 5. 


ſure of an Anapæſtic Verſe 
(a), when *tis plain (as I ſhall 
ſhew before I lay down my 
Pen (S), (that the Dr. would 
never have cenſur'd them, if he 
had known it himſelf (c). 
Caſtelvetro, an Italian Pedant 
was famous for ſuch a ſnar- 
ling Faculty as this; He was 
(as Balzac ſays very well of 
him (d) (a Public Enemy, that 
could not endure Any- body ſhould 
have Merit, or Reputation, but 
himſelf. 


- The Subject is fruitful; but I will confine 
myſelf to one Particular more of the Pedant's 
Character; and that is, a Love of quoting 
Books or Paſſages not extant, or never ſeen 
by him, in order to amaze and confound his 
poor Reader, and make himſelf terrible in 
the Way of Learning. As Ariſtotle /ays in 
his loft Treatiſe of the Sicilian Government, ſays 
(*) Differ. the Dr. *; tho* that Treatiſe be ſo far 1ſt, 


P. 55 


that Ariſtotle did really never write it. 


And 


again he tells us, what Monſieur de Meziriac 
00 P. 135. has done in his Life of Æſep (e) and yet owns 
in the very next Line, that he never met with 
1 this Book, but only gueſs'd what was in it. He 
(f) P. 2c. produces (J) the Unknown Authors, Diodorus 
(gs) . 62. 4d Lucian (g) tranſerib'd, as ſo many Wit- 
% P. 28. neſſes on his Side: And, in another Place (þ), 
he gives a very particular Account of what A. 
Gellius {aid in a Loft Chapter; not from any 
other Writer that had quoted it, but meerly 

by Dint of Conjecture. : 


Theſe 
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Theſe are all the Marks and Moles of Pedan- 
try that I can now ſtay to point out to the 
Dr: If he be ſtill at a Loſs to know what 
the Pedant's Character is, and where to 
apply it; I referr him to a Paſſage in 
 Bruyere (a), where I think | 
this Matter is very ſuccinctly (a) Les Char ack. ou les 
and fully handPd. There are —.— de ce 3 * 
ſays he, in Learning, as inlV ar, e Ouvrages def Biprit. 
ay 57 E 5 
a ſort of Inferior and Subaltern Officers, Men, who 
ſeem made only for Regiſters and Magazines to 
tore up the Productions of better Writers. Col- 
lectors they are, Tranſcribers, Plagiaries ; They 
never think themſelves; they tell You only what 
Others have thought before them. They heap to- 
gether Matter in Abundance, without Choice or 
Diſtinction; and care not how worthleſs it is, ſo 
there be but enough on't. They know nothing, 
but juſt as they learn it from their Books; and 
learn nothing but what Every-body elſe defires to 
be ignorant of. They have a vain, dry, inſipid 


Sort of Knowledge; that is diſagreeable, and uſe- 


leſs; can neither enliven Converſation, nor con- 
duce to Bujineſs. We are ſometimes ſurpriz d at 
their Reading, but always tir'd with their * 


. courſe, or their Writings. Theſe are they, who 


among all the little Men, and ſome Great Ones, 


go for Scholars, but among the wiſe aud ſenſible 
Part of Mankind, for Pedants. 


This Account of Pedantry has drawn me a 
little out of my Way; I ſhall now return a- 
gain into it, and conſider the particular In- 


| ſtances Dr. Bentley has brought to juſtify his 


general Aſſertion, that the Matter and Buſi- 


xeſs of the Letters betrays them not to be ge- 
nuine. 


1 The 
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The firſt is an improbable and abſurd Story ® 


(as he thinks) about Sze/ichorus; who dying at 
Catana, the Himereans deſir'd to have his 


Aſhes brought back into his native City Hi- 


mera; but the Cataneans would not part with 


them. This occaſion'd a fierce Conteſt be- 


(a) L. 15 
E. 20. 


(6) L. 1. 
P. 2. 


(c) Conv. 


Sap. 3 
162. 


p. 57. 


tween the two Towns, which Phalarisappeas'd, 


by prevailing with the Himereans to let Stefi- 


chorus s Aſhes ſleep in Peace at Catana, and build 
a Temple to the Honour of him, at Home. 
Now what is there in this Story either Ab/urd, 
or Improbable, That the Himereans ſhould be 10 
concern'd to get the Aſhes of Steſichorus, and 
the Cataneans to keep them ? This very thing 
happen'd afterwards in the Caſe of Euripides; 
whoſe Bones the Athenians ſent a ſolemn Em- 
baſſy to Macedonia, to retrieve, as A. Gellius 
informs us (a); and that, not in a Loſt Chap- 
ter. And after the Denial of this Requeſt, we 
learn from Pauſanias (b), that the Athenians 
built a noble Monument to the Memory of 
Euripides, which continu'd even to his Time. 
Somewhat of theſame Honour was paid to He- 
fred's Remains; which being buried, where 
Heſiod was murder'd, a great Way off Aſcra, the 
Orchomenians, Plutarch tells us (c) by the Ad- 
vice of the Oracle, endeavour'd all they could 
to get them into their Poſſeſſion; but they that 
had them, would not be prevaiPd upon to part 
with them. And if Euripides and Hefiod were 
honour'd with ſuch Contentions as theſe, after 
their Deaths, why might not Szeficborus ? + 


Ay, but ſays the Dr. à Temple, and Deifica- 


tion, were a little too extravagant an Honour to 


be paid to a Poet's Memory (d). I thought ſuch 


Things as theſe could not have ſurpriz'd a 


Man 


les h io IE 


Epiſties of Phalaris, Examin'd. 101 


Man of the Dr's Polymathy : but, I find, he 

knows nothing of the ſeveral Temples erected 

to Homer at Smyrna, and in other Places; as 
Strabo (a), and Alian (b) expreſly affirm : Nor 

ſo much as remembers that known Paſſage in 4 
Tully's Oration pro Archid Poeta, which is no Wr 
Secret even to the firſt Beginners in Learning. næiſuum 
Homer (ſays he) the Smyrnæans claim as a Na- eſſe confir, 
tive of theirs; and therefore they have erected- mant: 

ed a Temple to him. From whence alſo Dr. DIR De. 
Bentley may pleaſe to learn the Reaſon why jubra E. 
Phalaris would have the Himereans content jus in Op- 
themſelves with erecting a Temple to Stefcho- Pido colice 
rus, becauſe that would declare to Poſterity, {\"<**- 


c) Smyrna 
that he was born there (c). O39 


V: tem ſibi 


vendicabat ; Sepulcrum, Templum, & Statuas, ipſius oſtentans. 
Var ro, h 


Nay, it happens a little unluckily, that an 
ancient Marble is preſerv'd to this Day, 
(which perhaps belong'd to ſome Temple 


erected to the Honour of Homer, in ſome of 


the Places that contended for his Birth) where 

the Apotbegſis, or Deification of that Poet is 
deſcrib'd; and a Learned man, Cuperus, has 

writ a large Comment upon it: Which me- 

thinks the Dr. ſhould have been acquainted 

with, tho* he be not a Foreign Profeſſor. 

__ FeerlI quit this Particular, I muſt obſerve 

a little Slip of the Dr's, in telling us, that 
Himera in Tully's Time was cal d Therme*. I» Diſſert. 


believe it was not; becauſe Tully himſelf af-p- 57: 


ſures us, that Himera and Therme were two 
Different Towns; and the latter built at 


ſome Diſtance from the Ruins of the for- 
H 3 mer 


$ 
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Cives, belli Calamitas, reli- 
quos fecerat, ii ſeſe Thermis 


Dr. Bentley's Diſſertation upon the 
mer (a). And, without this 
(a) Himera deleta, quos, Diſtinction between Himera 


and Thermæ tis impoſſible to 


collocarant, in ejuſdem Agri underſtand Diodor Hs, where 
finibus, neq; longs ab Oppi- he ſays, that after Himera was 
do antiquo. Or. 7. in Verr. ſack*d and rais?d by the Car- 


thaginians, it continu'd alto- 
gether uninhabited, even to 


(6) Tic a dne Kag- his Days (b): Which could 
Bndoiey xagwbiiong, & xa3% not be true, if Himera and 


oxaPtions, Wipe aoinrO-» 
tee r ual H g xargw?. 


Therma were the ſame; for, 


1. 31. p. 38. that Therme was well inhabi- 


. 87. 


ted in Diodorus's Time, is paſt 
Diſpute. I will not deny, but that ſome care - 
leſs Paſſages may perhaps have dropp'd from 
the Pens of old Authors, where theſe two 
are not nicely diſtinguiſh'd: But it is not in 
Works, where they ſet up for being ſevere 
upon other Mens Miſtakes; and their Want 
of Exactneſs therefore may be forgiven 
them. But Dr. Bentley who profeſſes to give 
no Quarter ſhould take Care not to want 


any. 

His laſt Objection happily aroſe from con- 
templating the Matter * one ſingle Epiſtle 
the Dr. will now compare the Epiſtles toge- 
ther, and confute one by another. There 
is an Inconſiſtency, he ſays, between the Liſt. 
and the L.XIXth, becauſe in the LIſt Phalaris's 
Wife is dead, and in the LXIXth, Sbe is alive 
again. As if it were neceſſary that theſe 
Epiſtles ſhould have been written uſt in the 
ſame Order that they ſtand ; which is diffe- 
rent in the printed Copies from what it is 
in the MSS, and different in one MS from 

What 
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what it is in another. Upon ſuch an unrea- 
ſonable Suppoſition as this, how many Incon- 


/iſtencies might be found in Tully's Epiſtles ? 


or even in thoſe of St. Paul? And yet, if 


this Suppoſition do not take Place, there is 
no Manner of [yconſiſtency between theſe two 
Epiſtles of Phalaris. The 3 Dr. 
Bentley ſeems to have had ſo 

that this Argument was of itſelf a little too 
weak to ſtand its Ground; and therefore has 
back'd it with a ſtrong Reſerve of four 
other Suppoſitions; and if all theſe hold 
good, he will ſtill prove the Epiſtles ſpuri- 
ous. Firſt, he ſuppoſes, that Erythia was poi- 
ſon'd by Python, not long after Phalaris's Ba- 
niſoment; becauſe otherwiſe, he ſuppoſes, ſhe 
could not want Opportunities to follow him: Then 
he ſuppoſes, Erythia was poiſon'd in the Mand 
Aſtypalæa, where he ſuppoſes, that her Priſoner. 


dwelt. Here are more Poſtulatums than Euclid. 


requir*d to build the whole Body of his Ele- 
ments upon; and yet he mult be very kind 
to Dr. Bentley, that will grant him any one 
of them; ſince there is nothing either in the 
Epiſtles themſelves, or in any other Hiſtory 
I have had the Luck to meet with, that can 
give them the leaſt Countenance. At preſenr 
therefore I take the ſame Liberty to deny 
every one of theſe Suppoſitions, as he has 
taken to aſſume them: If hereafter he can 
rove them in another Language, *twill then 
be Time enough to ſhew, that they are no- 
thing to the Purpoſe. | 
In ſome other Epiſtles, the Dr. has diſco- 


me Suſpicions, 
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ver'd a Scene of putid and ſenſeleſs Formality *. Piſſert. 


A Man of Quality in Syracuſe, whole Wife p. 58. 


H 4 | Was 
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was lately dead, ſends his Brother to Phala- 


7is, with a Requeſt, that he would endeavour 
to prevail with Ste//chorus to write an Elegy 
upon her; Phalaris tries, and prevails: But 
is not ſo ſucceſsful in a ſecond Attempt of 
the ſame Nature, that he makes at the In- 
ſtance of another Sicilian Gentleman. I pro- 
teſt, J can ſee no Harm in all this: There 
may indeed, for ought I know, be putid For- 
mality in it, becauſe I can't well tell what thoſe 
hard Words mean; but I ſee nothing unna- 
tural there, or miſbecoming the Character of 
Phalaris. No! ſays the Dr. what? Can any 
one believe that ſuch Stuff as this buſied the Head 


Diſſert. of the Tyrant*? As low Thoughts as the 
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Dr. has of the Epiſtles, I find he has very 
high ones of Phalaris: He ſeems to have re- 
peed him to himſelf, as ſome mighty 

onarch that had vaſt Dominions, and was 
too great, and too buſy, to attend ſuch Tri- 
fles: Whereas he was only a petty Prince of 


one Town in Sy; and, as ſuch, I hope, 


the Office here given him was no Ways be- 
low him. Indeed the Dr. has, for the Ho- 
nour of Phalaris, repreſented that Town as 
exceeding populous; for Diodorus, he ' ſays, 
counts 200000 Souls in Agrigent, and others 


+ Diſſert. 800000 +. Diodorus I grant, in the Place 


p. 58. 


cited, ſays, there were ſuch Numbers in 
it, when the Carthaginians took it, Olymp. 
LXXXXIII. 3; when (as he tells us in the 
ſame Place) it was in its moſt proſperous and 
flouriſhing Eſtate: But muſt there needs be 
as many Inhabitants in it 150 Years before, 
as in the Reign of Phglaris? As for his other 


Witneſs Laertias, his 800000 are given up by 
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the learned, as a groſs Miſtake ; which Ba- 
chart ſuppoſes to have riſen from the Change 
of a numeral K into a H: Or, however that 
may be, the Account, he ſays, 
is incredible and utterly falſe x. Cuùm res plane ſuperat 
Incredible as it 1s, the Dr. fidem, ade6que fit falſiſſima. 
vouchſafes to take up with it; Phaleg. p. 553. 
and it grows under his Hands: 
For by that Time we are got to the End of 
this Article, theſe 800000 are a Million of 
Subjects: T The 200000, sre thrown in care- , niger. 
leſly to make it a round Number. Let it be a. 58. 
Million; yet there have been Tyrants, with 
many Millions of Subjects at their Command, 
who have thought fit to employ and enter- 
tain themſelves much after this Manner. Has 
the Dr, who deals ſo much in Fragments, ne- 
ver ſeen thoſe of Auguſtuss Letters to Horace? 
Has he never heard, that we owe the fourth 
Book of Horace's Odes, and the fineſt of all 
his Epiſtles, to that Prince's Importunity ; 
who preſs'd, and obliged him to write, and 
to make Mention of him in his Poems ? And 
fuch Stuff, I preſume, may very well be al- 
low*d to buſy Phalaris's Head, which found 
room in the Thoughts of Auguſtus. 
But why ſo much ado? ſays our keen Ob- 
ſerver z could not the Syracufian have written 
to Steſichorus, and at the Price of ſome Preſent _ 
met with Succeſs ? + I agree with the Dr. that T OR | 
aPreſent is ſometimes an expeditious Method Ox 
of doing Buſineſs; I have known ſeveral 
Things in my Life-time /#c& for Want of it. 
However here it was improper : For Steſicho- 
rus was not only the greateſt Poet, but one 
of the greateſt Men in Sicily, His _ 
ther 
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ther Helianax was a Law-giver [Newotirns] 
Suidas tells us; and he himſelf probably in 
the Government of Himera ; or at leaſt con- 
ſulted by them, in extraordinary Caſes, as ap- 
pears by his Apologue in Ariſtotle's Rhetoric : 


and the trueWay of prevailing with ſuch a 


Man to employ his excellent Pen was to offer 
him no Money, but a Subject that deſerv*d 
it, Some of his Brother Poets indeed were 
to be tempted this Way : But they were Men 
of mean Birth, and Education; and were to 
make their Fortunes by their Pen ; and 
no Wonder therefore that they were merce- 
oo 

I is objected, that if theſe Letters about 


the Elegy were Phalaris's, he would have ex- 


prels'd himſelf properly, and not have call d 


the ſame Copy of Verſes π , and e, which 


are as different from one another as Theongis is 


(a) Diſſer. from Pindar : (a) an egregious Piece of Dulneſs ! 


7 59. 


Says the Dr. and which proves him to be 4 
meer Aſinus ad Lyram ! Now to ſee the diffe- 
rent Caſt of Mens Heads, allowing the Error 
in this Caſe, ſo egregiouſly dull am I, that I 
ſhould have reaſon'd juſt the other Way from 
it ; that if a Sophiſt had writ theſe Letters, 
he would never have confounded theſe two 
Words, the diſtinct Senſe of which was ſo 
well ſettl'd before his Time by the Gramma- 
.rians. But in Phalaris's Time the Meaning 
of theſe Terms of Art might not be ſo ſtrict- 
ly mark*d out ; or @ Prince might not think 
himſelf obliged to take Notice of it, and to 
write with all the Exactneſs of a Scholar. So 
that from this very Miſtake, it it were one, 
I ſhould have inferr'd ſomething in Favou 


of 
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of the Letters: But, to our Misfortune, 


here is no Miſtake. Phalaris did but as a ni- 
cer Man than he might have done; he calls the 


Poem *Exeyzio, (a) when aſks of it of SH. (a) Ep. 
chorus, and did not know in what Verſe it 44. 


would be compos'd by him; and he calls it 


4 afterwards( &), when he had it, and found (5)Ep. 79. 


it was in Lyric Meaſures. 
"EA&Y©»> and'EaeYeiov originally f gnified only " 
mourntul or funeral Song; (a) | 


an Elegy, as we ſayin Engliſh: (a) Elegeia, flebile Car- 
referring to the Subject of the men: Ab! nimis ex vero 
Song, and not to the Mea- HF ubi nomen habes ! 


ſure. But Elegies being gene- 


rally writ in Hexameters and Kal of *Enomne} N Ha- 
Pentameters, the Word came yo, 9 t Jene, of ud Au- 


afterwards to be apply d pure- W 929% A. 
ly to the Meaſure, without a- 
ny Regard to the Subject. paulo ante finem. 
However, this ſecond Senſe 

of the Word did not ſo far prevail, as abſo- 
lutely to extinguiſh the firſt; ſtill EA? 
and Exeyz7ov were now and then employ'd in a 
looſer Meaning than what the Grammarians 
put upon them; and of this I will give the 
Dr. one plain Inſtance, from a darling Au- 
thor of his, Dion Chry/oſtome, who in his 4th 
Book de Regno calls the Heroic Verſes written 
on Sardanapalus's Tomb, "Eazy: And Ari- 


ſtophanes ſpeaking of the Nightingale, has this 


Paſſage; 


See d reg Tore 2AcYy org 
Ari In "Ovid, 


Where Heye can ſignify nothing, but a Me- 
lancboly 


yas 17 To Do, pol, 5 


,. Euſt. in Hom, II. Q. 
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ER lancholy Tune, or mournful 
(a) Accordingly the Scho- Song; (a) unleſs our Gram- 
Jiaft thus interprets it. Tos marian can prove, that the 
90 . ien d ard ns Nightingales in that Part of 
. the World ſung in elegiac 
3 | Meaſure. And the Misfor- 
4 tune of it is, that theſe very EA are call'd 
ian but a few Verſes before. 


* * * A 
Tov £140V Xa Ov ro Irau 


"EAeAIGomean drepors H. 


And I hope Ariftophanes underſtood Greek, 

4 and was no A/inus ad Lyrain. As ſtrong Proofs 

4 as theſe may ſeem, I have ſtil] behind one 

Authority more, which will go farther with 

Dr. Bentley than any I have yet brought: Tis 

his own. He, p. 139, of his Diſſertation, 

tells us, that Some-body made an Edition of 

Eſop's Fables in elegiac Verſe, and, after giv- 

ing us ſeveral Inſtances of this Kind, he adds, 

Differ, that ſome of them (i. e. of the elegiac Fables) 

were all in Hexameters. (b) I'd adviſe him 

therefore to call in this Criticiſm, and his 

dirty Proverb along with it, for Fear it ſhould 
ſtick where he has not a Mind it ſhould. 

He has ſtill one Way left of diſproving 

this Piece of putid Formality ; and that is, by 

v Ibia, denying that Szg/ichorus and Phalaris were ac- 


(2) 
p. 140. 


60. quainted. (5) Tis a Negative, and therefore 
Py hard to be made out ; let us ſee how 

e ſets about it. He obſerves, that Lucian 

ſays nothing of this Acquaintance. Lucian 
mentions it not by Name indeed ; but he 
ſpeaks in general of Phalaris's Converſation 
with learned Men, and their great "_ n of 

| i 
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him; and then gives an Inſtance in Fytba- | 
goras, the moſt celebrated Scholar of his | 
Time (a) : and after him, 
there needed no other Inſtan- | 
ces. Had a leſs ſkilful Hand (a) Pix % ier | 
been employ*din making this ez, fa, . d l. | 
Oration, he would probably ee _ —— mr | 
have heap'd up all he knew a: quia « ad 3 cops | 
of Phalaris, and overacted his Nwayigas i ws wa, Ke 
Part by too great and cir- | Luc. Pharl. = | 
cumſtantial a Nicety. But Lu- | | 
cian had more Art; he knew when to leave off, | 
that the Piece might not look {tiff and unnatu- | 
ral. Beſides if Lucian's Silence be an Excepti- | 


on to Sręſichoruss Acquaintance with Phalaris, | 
it is to Haris's too; which yet our Critic has | 
h before, for the Sake of Ariſtotle and Fambli- 

« chus *, been graciouſly pleas'd to allow, ® Diſlerg | 

I 


But Plato is ſilent, as well as Lucian, in this!? 15 | 
of Y Matter and that in an Epiſtle written to a 3 
Tyrant of Sicily, where he is reckoning up the 
s, Friendſhips of Learned Men with Tyrants and 
2, Magiſtrates +. Neither has Plato mention'd T _ 
im any thing in that Epiſtle of the Acquaintance 8 
* between Phalaris and Pythagoras; which had 
ald been as | me and as domeſtick an Inſtance 
a as the other. And yet the Pythagoreans all 
| by agree that their Maſter and Phalaris were ac- 
Bu quainted; and Dr. Bentley grants it: ke 


fore J the one, and no Proof againſt the other? Bur. 
hom Irather think, it was his good Judgment, more 
cn than his ill Memory, that occaſion'd this O- 
miſſion: Phalaris's Name was deteſted and in- 
t de famous in Sicily ; and to have brought him in 
ag therefore among his other Inſtances, would 


ſhould Plato's ill Memory be a Proof agai 


have 


110 Dr. Bentley's Diſſertation upom the 
have ſpoil'd the Complement to Dionyſus, who 
might like well enough to have the Parallel 

drawn between him and Hero, or Pericles, 
or Periander, or Creſus; but would not have 
thought it a Civility, I believe, to have been 
compar'd with Phalaris : Whole Character, 
When taken at the beſt, and as drawn in theſe 
Epiſtles, is not ſo amiable, as that any Man 
ſhould be pleaſed with reſembling him ; eſpe- 
cially one, who could not but be conſcious to 
himſelf, that he had made Ule of his Me- 
thods, and had Reaſon to expect his Fate. 
Plato was a great Maſter of Decency; and he 
never ſhew'd it more than in his dextrous 
Management; which I am not ſurpriz'd to 


find that our Library-keeper has no Reliſh 


of. 3 
His laſt Argument is from Pindar, who 
ſpeaks of Phalaris's Cruelty with Deteſtation. 

And what follows from thence ? That he ne- 

ver heard of his Extraordinary Dearneſs with | ( 

Stefichorus; for the Sake of which, Pindar, W 

had he known it, would certainly have for- « 

(a) Diſſer. orm giving him ſo vile a Character (a). Thi + 
p. 61. indeed is Demonſtration, and not to be with- I , 
. ſtood! I will not attempt to anſwer it; only} o 
I will put the Dr. in Mind of one falſe Co- $ 

_ Jour, that he has given to his Argument: For 
it does not appear from any Expreſſion in this th 
Ode, that Pindar is there exborting Hiero 10 be in 
(5) bid. kind to Poets and Men of Letters (b). There ff . 
not a Word of being kind to Poets and Men ! 
Letters mention'd in the Verſes themſelves, 
Whatever Gueſs his Commentators (who per 
haps knew as little of Pindar's Intentions, as | 
or Dr. Bentley do) may make at their remote 
Mean 


S 
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Meaning. Pindar only praiſes Fiero for his 
Humanity and Hoſpitality, at large; and tells 
him, Cræſus was renown'd for theſe Virtues, 


and Phalaris infamous for the Want of them. 


Which I would have obſerv*d ; becauſe if 
he be not ſpeaking here of Beneficence to 
Poets and Men of Letters, Dr. Bentley might as 
well haveundertaken to prove this Point from 


G o we viwe, as from the Paſſage he has pro- 


duc'd. He has laim'd it in his Quotation; I 
will give it the Reader en- 


tire (a): Crœſus, ſays he, will (a) 'Ov Si Role S- 


always be renown'd for his Hu- _— _— 4 Hes 
. : 1 | &% KEW : e YA vo 

manity and Benevolence; but the ie au arlxnt wars 

Memory of the ſavage and in- rs paris. 

human Phalaris is every where 


deteſted. Could a better Panegyric be made 


upon FHiero, in fewer Words? Could any 


Thing be more artful, than the pitching upon 
theſe two oppoſite Inſtances, to ſet out his 
Character by? Were a Man to complement 
fome Perſon in Dr. Bentley's Station, could he 


do it more effectually, than by ſaying of him, 


that he had all the Humanity and good Nature 
of the Library-keeper at Cambridge, and none Mr. 
of the diſobliging rude Qualities of him at Laughtor. 
St. Fames's? 
After all, the Dr's Opinion and mine upon 
this Point are not fo very diſtant as he may 
imagine: For I agree with him, that there 
was no extraordinary Dearneſs between Steſ- 
chorus and Phalaris; nor do the Letters them- 
felves imply that there was. They ſay in- 
deed, that Phalaris oblig'd and courted Ste/7- 
chorus, out of Vanity, or a real Eſteem of 
his Merit. And Steſichorus could not but pay 


ſome 


| 
ti 
F 
4 
{| 
1 
iN 
1 
9 . 
1 
| 
| 


112 


* 


Dr. Bentley's Diiſſertation upon the 


ſome Regard to Phalaris on this Account, 
tho' he could never love him or his Cha- 
rafter 2 Nor is there any Proof from the Epi- 


ſtles, that he did. Phalaris, after he had gi- 


ven him his Life, deſir'd only his Friendſhip 
in Return ;and Steſchorus was oblig*d both in 
Gratitude and Prudence, not to ſtand off; 
but to be in as good Terms as he could with 


a Man that was able to do him ſo much Miſ- 


chief. We have a lively Account of juſt ſuch 
a Management as this between Julius Cæſar 
and Tully, in the Epiſtles of the latter. 
When Cæſar had got the better of Pompey, 
whoſe Side Tully took, either out of a true 
Eſteem for Tully's Vertues, or out of Deſign, 
he took all Methods of making him his own; 
pay'd him a great many Civilities, and did 
him a great many Services. Tully could ne- 


ver from his Heart love a Tyrant: But we may 


imagine how he behav'd himſelf in that Caſe; 
he accepted Cæſars proffer'd Friendſhip, 
wrote civilly to him, and lay ſtill. No 


more than this, that I can ſee, ever paſs'd be- 


tween Ste/ichorus and Phalaris, to ſpeak upon 
the Foot of the Letters: And if ſo, what be- 
comes of Dr. Bentley's Harangue about the Si- 
lence of Authors, in relation to this fanſied 
Intimacy and Dearneſs? Good Writers mult 
needs ſay nothing of that which never hap- 
pen'd. Stefichorus's Love for Phalaris could no 
more be the Subject of any of the Pens that 
went before us, than Dr. Bentley's Humanity will 
be of any of the Pens that ſhall come after us, 
"Tis eaſy then to anſwer for the Silence of Au- 
thors upon this Head; whether it can be juſti- 
fied as well upon the next, I ſhall now . 

: IN. 
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N my Preface to Phalaris, among the Ob- 
jections that might be rais*d againſt the 
Epiſtles, I mention'd this for one, that they 
had, for ought we knew, lain a thouſand 
Years without being taken Notice of. Dr: Bent- 
ley has been pleaſed to reſume this ſlight Ar- 


gument of mine, as he did that of the DzaleZ, 
and give it a Place among his-irrefragable 


Demonſtrations; an Honour which, I muſt 
own it no Ways deſerves. For, tho' he has 
taken this Occaſion of. ſhewing his extraor- 
dinary Talent in Wit and Raillery, and tells 
us, the Epiſtles were preſerv'd in the Parch- 
ments of Jove, and buried in ſome ſecret Cave 
under Ground, or elſe they had certainly gone to 


Pot *. Yet I ſuppoſe he does not in good * Digee, 
Earneſt think it any great Wonder, that Mor- p. 63. 


tal Vellum ſhould endure a thouſand Years ; 


or that a {mall Parcel of Letters ſhould he 
ſo many Ages without being mention'd by a- 


ny Author now extant : A Thing not alto- 
gether incredible, becauſe it has actually hap- 

pen'd to other Books beſides Phalarts. 
Velleius Paterculus, an elegant Writer, and 
one that tells us ſeveral Particulars, not to be 
met with in other Roman Hiſtorians, might 
with more Reaſon expect to be taken Notice 
of than our Author: Yet perhaps Dr. Bent- 
ley won't meet with any plain Mention of 
his Writings for five Centuries after he writ, 
till Priſcian quotes him, and that only in a 
Point of Grammar. After this Time, he*1I 
be much at a Loſs to find any Footſteps of 
him for nine hundred Years more, down to 
the Age of Aventinus : _— yet the CI 
ave 


* 


* 
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have receiv'd him without being ſo nice as 


to examine, what e Cave he was conceal d 
ar as I can find, was never 


in, Phadrus, as 
mention'd by any Author ſince Avienus, till 


his Fables were in this Age brought to light 
by Pitheus, after they had been loſt above 4 


thouſand Years. Laftantius de Mortibus Perſe 
cutorum was a Book not ſpoken of by Any- 
body ſince St. Jerome, till after a thouſand 
Years, Baluze diſcover'd it in the famous 
Library of Colbert, and made it public. Now, 
as our Diſſertator learnedly argues; if theſe 
Books lay untouch*d and unſtirr*'d, they muſt 
have moulder*'d away; if they were us'd du- 


Ting theſe ten Centuries, 3 would 


ſurely have ſpoken of them. Either the Dr. muſt 
give up theſe Authors as ſpurious, or theſe 
Objections as ſlight and frivolous; and own, 
thar the Silence of the Ancients is not a direct, 


but (as Any- body elſe would have thought, 


and call'd it) a very indirect Argument a- 
gainſt them, tho' ſtill not quite ſo indirect 
as another; that he founds upon a Diſagree- 
ment between Lucian, and the Epiſtles, in 
their Accounts of Phalaris. This does not 
come properly under the Head I am now 


ſpeaking to: However, becauſe he has 


thrown together here two or three paultry 
Proots, that would make no Figure by them- 
ſelves, I ſhall take them as they lie before 
me. The different Relations concerning Pha- 


laris given by Lucian, and theEpiſtles, IJ urg'd 


* Preface for merly, * as a Proof that Lucian could not 
to my - write them. But as he has manag'd it, at ſecond 
=—_—_ Hand, to ſhew, that Lucian does as good as 


FA 
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ed by any Thing but his ownInvention:And this 


Elk, of Phalarte, Exomin'd. 
expreſly declare be never ſaw "them, it either 


» 1A 


Fr oves nothing, or proves too much; even 


hat Lucian never ſaw Timæus, as learned as 


he Was, and as often as he mentions him. 


For Timeys relates, that. the  Agrigentines 
threw the brazen Bull into the Sea; but Lucian 
gather from hence, would be, that Lycian 
overlook*d that and many other Authorities, 
and did not confine himſelf to ſtrict Hiſtory in 


” 4 $4 BIS IV 7 > $oa% 234k A Wa + AO 
a Declamation : But, according to Dr. Beus- 


- 9 - Ww 29 þ 6 IE ad . 1 f 
185 Manner of drawing Conſequences it mult 
0 


low, that Timæus no more writ his Hiſtory, 
than Phalaris did his Letters; for Lucian e- 
qual] contradicts both; and for that Reaſon 


is a bad Evidence againſt either of them. Now 


if Lucian himſelf be of no Authority in this 


ſays, Phalaris ſent it to Delpbos. What I ſhould, 
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' Point, much leſs are thoſe Authors he follow- . Diſſere 


ed, which Dr. Bentley ſummons up as ſo ma- 5. 65. 


ny Witneſſes againſt the Epiſtles. I would 


asſk him how any Witneſſes theſe are? 


Where they liv*d? What are their Names, and 
the Names of the Books they wrote? Tis ve- 
ry hard to urge ſuch Teſtimonies againſt us, 
as are not now, and probably never were in 
being: For Lucian, in this Harangue, ſeems 
to tye himſelf up to no Authors, nor to be guid- 


the Dr. himſelf confeſſes in another Place; + 
where he ſays, Lucian feigns an Embaſſy from 


Phalaris fo Delphi. And i | 
whole Diſcourle were a Fiction, why does the 


Dr. here argue from it as ſeriouſly as if it were 
* % þ , P * * * » 
copy'd from the moſt authentic Hiſtories 


then extant ? How can he allow himſelf to 


put ſuch an Air of Gravity upon what he 
1 2 | knows 


the Ground of this 


+ Diſſer. 
p 62. 
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| knows to be a Trifle ? We ſhall have him, at 
this Rate, in his next Diſſertation, folemnly 
quoting, Lucian's veraHiſtoria too, and the un- 
known Authors which he follow*d. But] ſup- 
ſe he reſolved to make the beſt Advantage 
e could of theſe poor Colours, for Want of 
better Authorities : For the two Hiſtorians 
he brings to ſtrengthen his Proof, ſay nothing 
that is inconſiſtent with the Epiſtles. Jam- 
blichus, he ſays, brings in Abaris in company 
with Pythagoras to Phalaris ; but in the Epi- 
files Abaris refuſes tocome. Who would not 
have refuſed an Invitation from Phalaris, *till 
he had good Afſurances that he might come 
with Safety? Report had told him very diſ- 
mal Stories of the Tyrant, and dreſs'd him 
up in frightful Colours; Abaris perhaps did 
not know at firſt, but that Phalaris might 
live upon Philoſophers Fleſh ; or might have 
a Fancy to try, which made his Bull roar beſt, 
a Scythian, or a Sicilian. Theſe were very 
important Matters, and if he ſhould not 
have taken Care to be fully ſatisfied in them 
before he ventur*d his Perſon, he had not been 
2 ſo wiſe a Man as he was thought to be; 
or one Part of Wiſdom is to be cautious. 
Pythagoras therefore manag'd at the very ſame 
Rate: He often refus'd to come (a), and yet 
came at laſt: Why might not this be the Caſe 
of Abaris? This is a very eaſy Way of re- 
conciling Phalaris* with Famblithus; and he 
does not differ ſo widely from Heraclides nei- 
ther, but that they too may be brought. 
(with Dr. Bentley's Leave, and in his Carrier*s 
Phraſe) to ſet Horſes together. Phalaris ſays, 
he was an Orphan, before he came to Agri- 
| | gent; 
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2 and yet Heraclides ſays, his Mother was 
urnt there. Dr. Bentley has given a clear 


Solution of this Difficulty himſelf; and frank- 


ly owns, that his Mother might be burnt; 
tho* his Father dy*d long before. But how, 
ſays he, came the old Woman to be roaſted at 


3 


Agrigent, if Phalaris fled alone from Aſtypa- 


læa, neither Wife nor Child, nor any Relation 
following him, according to the Epiſtles (a) ? 1 
do not remember any ſuch Epiſtle in my E- 
dition of Phalaris; but if there ſhould be 
ſuch an one in the King's MS, P11 anſwer this 
Objection to it, when the Library-keeper is 
in ſo good an Humour, asto favour me with 
a Sight of it: Till then, I may be excus'd 
from proſecuting this Point any further. On- 
ly I muſt obſerve to the Dr, that either he 
uſes ſome Copy of Heraclides that I have not 
ſeen ;z or elſe cites him for what he does not 
ſay. Both here, and in the goth Page of his 
Diſſertation, he tells us, from Heraclides, that 
Phalaris was burnt by the Agrigentines; where- 
as Heraclides only ſays, G o dnwes triyawpnoate 


(a) Diſler. 


p. 65. 


*Tis true, it's all one to his Purpoſe, whether 


he was burnt, or any other Way put toDeath: 
But he has ſuch a Facility of Sünde 
ing or miſrepreſenting Authors, to ſerve a 
Turn; that he does it, even when it is of no 
Service to him. . 
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Hope I have now ſo thoroughly examin'd 
1 Dr. Bentley's general Arguments, that none 
of them can he thought to affect the whole 
Body of the Epiſtles : If his Objections againſt 
ſome particular Letters have no more Weight 
in them, he is the beſt Patron Phalaris has yet 
met with ; for the next Happineſs to being 
very well defended, is that of being very 
weakly oppos'd. All his Attacks of this 
Kind are grounded upon Chronology : And 
therefore, before he could make any Approa- 
ches, he was oblig'd to ſettle the Time of 
Phalaris. And firſt he gives us the Account 
of Euſebius thus. Ol. XXXI. 2. Phalaris a- 
% pud Agrigentinos Tyrannidem exercet. Ol. 
4 XXXVII. 2. Phalaridis Tyrannis deſtructa: 
„By which reckoning he govern'd 28 Years. 
bY Inftead of Ol. XXXVII, he means, I ſup- 
pole, Ol. XXX VIII, as *tis in Euſebius; or 
elſe his Reckoning of 28 Years (which he 
could bring in here, for no other Reaſon, but 
to ſhew his Skill in counting) is falſe. How- 
ever, he is willing to allow, that (according 
to St, Hierome, and Suidas) Phalaris's Govern: 
ment commenc d Ol. LIII. 3. and expir'd Ol. 
LVII. 3. This Account, ſays he, TI allow of for 
the Sake of Ariſtotle and Jamblichus, whs 
make him Cotemporary with Steſichorus and 
Pythagoras. f But by his Niceneſs in Compu- 
tation he confutes himſelf in the ſame Breath 
and ſays, Pythagoras was not taken Notice of 
in Greece till 80 Years after Ol. XXXVIII. 2. 
(for I'll ſuppoſe XXXVII. a falſe Print) $ & 
| FL n 
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Three Years after Phalaris dy*'d. And yet 
Pythagoras had a great Name in Greece many 
Years before he came into Sc/y. So that Dr. 
Bentley has manag' d this Point witha particu- 
lar Dexterity ; and prov*d that Pythagoras and 
Phalaris could not be acquainted, by that ve- 
ry Account which he accepted of meerly to 
countenance their Acquaintance. A moſt au- 
ſpicious Entrance upon his chronological 
Proofs! doubtleſs all the reſt will be made 
out with equal Force and Clearneſs ! Here's a 
Page ſpent to give us his Opinion about the 
Age of Phalaris, where he has ſo contriv'd to 
ſay one Thing, and prove another, that we 
are ſtill at a Loſs to know what his Opinion 
is. If Dr. Bentley be fo quarrelſome, that he 
cannot agree with himſelf, how is it poſſible 
for other People to agree with him? I would 
willingly allow of any Date of Phalaris that 
he is mclin*d to admit: But ſince he has ex- 
preſs'd himſelf fo intricately, that *tis hard 
to know which Way he is determin'd, III 
take the moſt receiv'd Account ; and go on 
to ſhew, that, notwithſtanding any of hrs 
Diſcoveries, the Epiſtles might have been 
written before the 58th Olympiad. . 

He begins his Chronological Obſervations 
with the Æra's of ſome Cities mention'd in 
the Epiſtles; a very ſlippery Foundation to 
build an Argument upon! For all theſe Ci- 
ties are ſo very ancient, that it would puz- 
zle one of a greater Reach in Chronology 
than Dr. Bentley, to trace their Originals. 
The oldeſt Hiſtorians now extant had but 
very ſlender Memoirs 2 thoſe Times; and 

EF 4 aC-. 
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accordingly we find their Accounts ſo con- 
fugo and cortradiftory, that No- body but a 


N. Th of Dr Bentley's Judgment would pre- 


O draw De -monl{rations from them. I 
car amous Mr. Dodeveli (who ſurpaſſes 
Dr.- Bentley in Learning as much as he does 
in Candour and Modelty) is now printing 
ſome Lectures at Oxford, in which he ſhews, 
how very obſcure and uncertain the Hiſto- 
ries of thoſe Ages are; and that from the 
Concurrence o* thole rude Accounts he 
meets with, he has made it probable that 
even St. Hierome places him. This perhaps 
would cut off moſt of the Dr's Arguments 
at one Blow : But for Want of this Aſſiſtance, 
I muſt encounter them ſingly ; and be content 
to wander with him thro* thoſe Woods and 
Mazes in which he often loſes both himſelf 
and his Reader. But before I tollow him in- 


! 


to this dark Scene, I will conſider a little 


the Tendency of this Way of arguing in ge- 
neral. He would prove that Phalaris could 


not poſſibly be the Author of theſe Letters, 


becaule ſome Places are mention'd there un- 
der ſuch Names, as he thinks were giventhem 
ſince the Age of Pbalaris. Does he know 


whole this Sort of Proof is, and to what 


ill 2 it has been employ'd? It is fa- 


mous for being made Uſe of by Spinoſa, and 


others, to ruin the Authority of Moſes's Writ- 


ings; which they would prove not to be his 


Guſt as our Chronologer here does) from Pla- 


ces being mention'd in them, more modern 
than he. Ought the Dr. in a doubtingAge to 
have employ'd ſuch an Argument, without 


the 


—— . 


* 
* 
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the utmoſt Caution and Guard? Ought he 


to have propos'd it ſo generally and crude- 
ly, without informing his Reader, how far 
it held, and where it faiPd ? What Excepti- 
ons were neceſſary to be made to it, and 
of what Solutions it was capable? Is he fo 
eager to prove Phalaris ſpurious, that he 
cares not whether the Authority of the Sa- 
cred Writings ſink with him? But I hope 
he does not think there's any more Weight 
in Spinoſa's, than I think there is in his Ar- 
guments. One of the Anſwers IJ have heard 
given upon this Occaſion is, that theſe Names 
were changed fince Moſes writ, to make his 
Hiſtory more intelligible to thoſe, to whom 
the ancient Names of theſe Towns and Coun- 
tries were no longer known. And this Plea 
therefore I might fairly lay hold of for Pha- 
laris, if there were any Need of it; and pre- 
ſume that the Copiers of theſe Letters might 
alter ſome of the old Names to ſuch as were 
of more known and familiar Uſe in their 
Time. But I have no Occaſion to fay this, 
till Dr. Bentley has clearly prov'd ſome of 
the Names of Cities mention*d there to be 
later than Phalaris; which, I think, with ail 
his little Skill in puzzling Accounts, he has 
not been able to do. x | 5 
For Methods ſake he begins at the laſt 
Epiſtle; from whence he cites theſe Words; 
TG οỹ x, Die and ſays, the Sophiſt was care- 
ful to mention ſuch Cities (he means, People) as 
he knew were in Szcily (a). Which is un- (4) P. 15. 
luckily ſaid juſt in this Place, becauſe the 
Sophiſt (if he be one) happens to mention a 
People that were not in Sicrly; for in all 
_— 
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Dr. Bentley's Diſſertation upon the 
the Copies of Phalaris tis Taxais. Indeed 1 
gueſs'd it ſhould be 'TBaciv, and am there- 
tore oblig*d not to bear hard upon him for 
making ule of -my Conjecture, Granting it 
therefore to be "TPaain, whether any of the 
Sicilian Hybla's be here meant is dubious, and 
therefore he ſays nothing to it: But when he 
comes to Phintia, which every-body owns to 
be in Sicily, he brings abundance of needleſs 


Authorities to prove *tis there. In one of 


theſe, Diodorus, ſays, that Phintia was built 
by Phintias of Agrigent long enough after the 
Time of Phalaris ; upon which Dr. Bentley 
begins to triumph a little too haſtily ; ima- 
gining, he has certainly prov'd this to be 
the Phintia mention'd by the Mock Phalaris. 
Whereas we ought to have conſider'd, that 
Diodorus, in the very Place he cites, ſays, that 
the Phintia built by Phintias was a Maritime 


* wze0z- Town*: But there's another Phintia, which 


AaoovS- yy, 
(5) Nr 
J. 3. 4 

c A 4 
iſt, FR 
4. 8 ” 


both Ptolemy (b), and Pliny (c) tell us is a 
Mediterranean Town, Now if Phalaris's 
Friends ſhould be as poſitive as Dr. Bentley 
ſometimes is with leſs Reaſon, that tis the 
Mediterranean Phintia that's mention'd in this 
Epiſtle, how would he diſprove them? This 
has certainly as good a Title to be there as 
= . Pbintia has; nay, according to 
ay of Arguing in the next md 

- ag e Company that Towns k 
Caſe i is evident in its Favour; for Hybla, Which 
it is here join'd with, is Mediterranean. 
Perhaps the Dr. will bravely ſtand to what 
he has here inconfiderately#aid, 
Authors mean the fame Place: If fo, (which. 
I am far from granting) why may not ; nag 
| KS 


"that all theſe. 
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derus be miſtaken as much in the Date of this 
Town, as two good Witneſſes prove him to .. 
be in the Situation of it? unleſs this Phintia 
be ſuch another Place as Agrigent, a Sca- port 
Town in the middle of Sicily *.  ® Diſſert. 
From Phintia the Dr. marches. on victori- p. 50. 
ouſly to Alzſa; where he finds Steficborus in 
danger of being ſnapt f, in his intended Jour- * 
ney from thence to Himera. And here again? pO 
he appeals to Diodorus, whether there was 
any ſuch Place as Alæſa in the Days of Phala- 
ris. Diadorus gives him a leſs ſatisfactory An- 
{wer than he did in the Caſe of Phintia;. and 
tells him, and there was indeed one Alæſa 
built by Archonides in the g4th Olymp. (which, 
according to the Dr's Arithmetick, is above 
120; another Man would have ſaid, above 
140 Years after the laſt Period of Phalaris) 
but that there were ſeveral other Alæſa's in 
Sicily; and therefore Archonides gave this Ci- 
ty the Appellation of Archenidium. . So that 
we are at Liberty to chuſe any other of thoſe 
Aleja's for Phataris; unleſs Dr. Bentley by his 
arbitrary Power can confine-us'to Arc boui- 
dium. He fays he can, and by this Stratagem ; 
Alzſe is here join'd with Himera and Alunti- 
um; and the Alæſa of Archonides is upon the 
lame Coaſt with theſe two Cities: Therefore 
'tis evident from the Situation that this Alæſa of 
Archonides is meant in the Epiſtles. A furpri- 
zing Argument! And I verily believe his 
Own 1 i he be not too unreaſonably fond | 
of it, I defire to borrow it for one Moment, 
to prove juſt the contrary to what he has 
h prow'd; that his Alæſa is not upon the ſame 
jo». | Coaſt with Aluntium. 7) guys; Halefmi, 
714 AF Ca- 
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Dr. Bentley's Diſſertation upon the 


Catanenſes, Panormetani, &c. and again, Hale. 


r. in fin, Catanenſes, Tyndaritani. &c.* *Tis evi- 


Verr. 


there was no other Torn of that Name in the Days | 


+ Diſſert. 
8. %. 


dent therefore that Alæſa is upon the ſame 
Coaſt with Catana; that is upon the Coaſt 
directly oppoſite to Aluntium. I could con- 
found all the Geographers in the World with 
this Argument, but muſt detain it no longer; 
J return it to the Dr. with Thanks, and with 
a Promiſe never to uſe it again. If any Body 
be of fo flow a Judgment, as not to be affected 
with the Evidence of this Proof, the Dr. who 
is a Man that guards againſt all poſfible Cavils 
and Exceptions, has another ready to ſupport 
it; which plainly ſhews, that the Alæſa of Ar- 
chonides muſt be meant in the Epiſtles, becauſe 


of the Sopbiſt T. The Queſtion is, whether 
theſe Epiſtles could be written by Phalaris ? 
No, ſays Dr. Bentley; becauſe the Alæſa of 
Archonides is mention'd there. But how does 
it appear, that, among the ſeveral Alæſa's in 
Sicily, this of Archonides muſt needs be meant 
there? That, ſays he, is plain; becauſe 
there was no other Town of that Name in the 
Days of the Sophiſt: i. e. If a Sophiſt writ theſe 
Letters, he muſt needs mean the Alæſa of Ar- 
chonides, becauſe there was no other then ſtand- 
ing. But the Dr. forgets that he is diſputing 
with a ſtrange Sort of People who won't 
allow that a Sophiſt writ theſe Letters; and 
if he could prove that a Sophiſt writ them, 
they would ſtill deny his Conſequence : For 
might not a Sophiſt mention a Tewn he had 
read of, tho* *twas not ſtanding in his Time? 
If he might not, *twill follow, that a Sophiſt 
could not write theſe Epiſtles, where = 
fin 
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find the Names of Aſtypalæa, Himera, Zancle, 
&c. Towns out of Date long before the Days 
of the Sophiſt. It has been the Dr's For- 
tune in this Section, to uſe ſuch perverſe Ar- 

uments, as will ſooner ſerve to any Purpoſe 

an to what he applies them. Inſtead of 
proving the Epiſtles ſpurious, he has prov'd 

em genuine; inſtead of ſettling the true | 
Place of one City, he has unſettled all the 
Geography that ever waswrit. - 
However he is not diſcourag'd with this 
ill Succeſs at Alæſa, but proceeds to give Bat- 
tle to the Zancleans, upon the Strength of an 
old Saying and a true, Toe xaws Ts TAs (4), (a) Diller. 


Phbalaris in the 8 gthEpiſtle ſays, Tavgopmiras 9. 39 
Za Axis ts 1 vevi eme, and inſcribes the EE 

F 21ſt Epiſtle Meooyvias 3 upon which Dr. Bent- 
h makes this Remark : Here we have Mention 
Lade of Zancleans and Meſſenians, as if Zancle 

j and Meſſana were two different Towns (b): And (6) Ibid, 


again, the Zancleans, by the reckoning of Pau- P. 24. 
n I fanias, had been an obſolete forgotten Word 1000 
Years before the Date of theſe pretended Epi- 
le Lies (c). If the Author had mention'd Zaun- (e Dil. 
be c and Meſſana too, Dr. Bentley might have? 27. 
ſe Wl aid with ſome Grounds that he miſtook them 
for two different Towns : But to ſay, he did ſo, 
d- from his mentioning the Zancleaus and Meſſe- 
ans, is a Conſequence too nearly related ta 
ſome we have lately parted with. For from 
the Meſſenians taking Zancle, and calling it 
after their own Name, does it follow, that 
there were no Zancleans left in the World ? 
Were theſe poor People annihilated upon the 
Loſs of their City? A Man leſs raſh in pro- 
nouncing their Name forgotten and ob/olete 

| might 


126 Dr: Bentley Diſſertation upom the 
FI have ſuſpected. ed, and a Man better acs 
— vey with Hiftory might have known; 

that they continued many Ages in a diftinck 

Body, and under the ſame Name. _ 

(a) Eliac. as, (a) where he obſerves, that during the' 
P. 346. Meſſenians Abſence from Peloponneſe, but two 
of their Nation won the Prize at the OG. 
lympicks, adds, that the Sicilians ſay theſe were 

YI wot Meſſenians, But deſcended 

oO N Emrnoras x) 73- From the old Zancleans. *This 
ros r Ag Zayn, implies, that the Zancleant 
| © Micemies p were not fwallow'd up by 
the Meſſenians, but kept thei? 

Families unmix*d with their new Conque- 


rors. And this appears more clearly from 
+ Lib. 11. Diodorus, Who tells us, F that in the 29th 


Olympiad the Zanucleans recovered their City 
out of theſe Strangers Hands, that had poſ- 
ſeſs*d it ſo many Years. Nay, ſo far were 
the Zancleans from being ebſolete r00 Years 
before Phalaris, that we are ſure they pre- 
ſerv'd themfelves in a ſeparate Body even 
I. z.. 8. till * Pliny's Time, who expreſly diſtinguiſh- 
| es them from the Meſſenzans; and tells us, 
Meſſana was a free City, but the Zancleans 

+ Meſſana were Tributaries T. Theſe Teſtimonies will 
Faser,, ſufficiently juſtify Phalaris for mentioning the 
act Zancleans ; and if we can bring him off as 
Mamerti. Well for mentioning the Meſſenians, that in- 
ni vocan- excuſable Ignorance in this Matter, which Dr. 
tur ; La- Bentley prefſes ſo hard upon the Sophift; 
"m4 cn- muſt lie at his own Door, till he can remove 
Zanclei. it. But this, the Dr. ſays, Thucydides will 
not ſuffer,who relates that, at theTime of Xerxes's 
Expedition, Anaxilaus King of Rhegium be- 

ſieg d Zancle, and took it , and call dit gy” 

| Us 


Thucydides * ſays indeed that Anavilaus beat L. 5. 5. 
out the Saminns from Zancle, and call'd it 
Meſſana; but fixes the Time of this Action 

no otherwiſe than only by ſaying, twas nat 

long after the Samians, flying from the Medes, 
poſſeſSd it. Dr. Bentley calls this Xerxes's Ex- 
pedition; as if the Medes had never made an | 
incurſion upon Greece till [the Time of Aerxes; | 
I don't know how he will excuſe himſelf for a 
miſrepreſenting that excellent Author, but | 
only by pleading that he has dealt as freely x 
with others. For, after the Words laſt quot- 
ed from Thucydides, he adds; the ſame ſays 
Herodotus; whereas what Herodotus f ſays, is 4 L. 6. i 
ſo far from being the ſame, that it contradicts | 
both the Story which Thucydides himſelf tells, |. 
and that which Dr. Bentley makes for him. | 
For Herodotus ſays, not that Anaxilaus: ex- M 
pell'd the Samians from Zancle, but that he [ 
7 aſſiſted them to take it; not that this was 

done at the Time of Xerxes's Expedition, but 

n in the Reign of Darius. A common Rea- 
.der would be ſurpriz'd to hearhim profeſs, im- 
mediately after theſe two fair Citations, that | 
15 he loves to deal ingenuonfly : (a) But I begin (5) Diſſer. 
in now to underſtand his figurative Expreſſi- F. 25. 
ne ons; when he offers an Argument, that has 

| no Conſequence, or Meaning in it, then his 

1 Fhraſe is, tig evident; when he has tranſcrib'd 

Dr. wo or three Pages together from another 

iſt Man, then he cries out à Diſcovery ; and 

He when he would put a falſe Colour upon any 


/, OS wh a ERS 
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in Thing, chen he loves to deal ingenuoufly. But 
ess to deal a little more ingenuouſly than he 
3p. does, I will give his Authorities all the 
in; | | Force 


ta8 
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Dr. Bentley's Diſſertation upon the 
Force that they will bear, tho*- not all that 


he lays upon them; and then conſider how 
far the poſitive Teſtimony, of Pauſanias may 


prevail againſt them. That Anaxilaus chang' d | 


the Name of Zancle into Meſſana is agreed 
between Dr. Bentley and me; the only Que- 
{tion is about the Date of this Change. T hu- 
cydides fixes upon no Date: Diodorus places 
the Death of one Anaxilaus in the 76th Olym- 
piad but does not ſay, this was the Anaxi- 
laus that nam'd Meſſana. Herodotus, in the 
Place cited, ſays nothing about the Change 
of the Names, but tells a Story of the 


Samians ſeizing Zancle, a little after Miletus 


was taken; that is about the 7oth O- 
lympiad: And all the Ground we have, from 
this Paſſage ef Herodotus, to conclude the 
Change of the Name Zancle into Meſſana to 
have happen'd after this Time, is his calling it 
the City Zancle, and not Meſſana, throughout 
this Story: Which I think, proves nothing 
more, than that the old Name was not yet 
ſo utterly aboliſh'd, but that it was call'd in- 
differently either Zancle or Meſſana ſtill: 
And this I take to be the moſt natural In- 
| terpretation of another Paſ- 
ſage in Herodotus *, (which I 


L. Mere eis ErxeNin Bbe ers ſhall produce in Terms becauſe 
Tate £07 , Te d ee, Dr. Bentley has not) where, 


£ by 
os Thy Loayndywv, Try tis 

\ — » 
Mtoo1v1y pers faksoav Tev- 


4 


having Occaſion to mention 
| Zancle, after the Samians had 
L.7.$. 164. poſſeſs'd it, he calls it Zancle 

{till ; only letting us know, 
that it had allo a new Name, Meſſana. So 
that hitherto we have had no direct and po- 
ſitive Teſtimony about the Time of Zancle's 
changing 
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Epiſtles of Phalaris, Examin d. 
changing its Name. Pauſanias is the only Au- 
thor that ſpeaks fully up to the Point; and 
he expreſly affirms this to have happen'd in 
the 29th Olympiad, and tells the Story with 
a great deal of Solemnity and Circum- 
ſtance. He ſays, the Flight of thoſe Meſſe- 


nians [who nam' d Meſſana] was after the ta- 


king of Ira by the Lacedæmonians, in the 


28th Olympiad, when Chionis the Spartan \P.2 
carried the Prize the ft Time (a); that, 3 


260. 


upon their Flight, Anaxilaus Prince of Rbe- 
gium, who had War with the Zancleans, in- 
vitedfthem to join with him; that they did 
ſo, and together with his Forces took Zan- 
cle; and had it given them to inhabit, and 
new nam'd it Meſſana, in the 29th Olympiad , 
when the ſame Chionis won the Prize the ſe- 


cond Time (5). That this Anaxilaus was the (5) P.260, 


129 


great Grandſon of Alcidamidas, who fled with 201. 


his Family fram Meſſana to Rhegium, af- 
cer the taking of home, and the Death of 


Ariſtodemus (c); which happen'd (he tells us (% P. 260. 
in another Place *) the firſt Year of the 14th * P. 2517 


Olympiad, that is about Threeſcore Years be- 


fore; ſo that all the little Particulars of Pau- 
ſanias's whole Story are adjuſted with the ut- 


moſt Exactneſs: He ſpeaks home to the Point, 
ſo, as to leave no poſſible Room for interpret- 
ing his Words to any other Senſe; and we 
have as much Reaſon to depend upon him in 
this, as in any Era of Chronology what- 
ever that he has laid down throughout his 


Writings. And that Pauſanias, who gives us 


this Account, was not unacquainted with what 


Hero- : 


130 Dr. Bentley's Diſſertation upon tbe 
Herodotus had ſaid, appears 


* To yg 0 Ewizvlor 78> from his quoting, Herodotus , 
7 Heider. ifs d rom . jn Relation to Micythus, the 
„ee d. Servant of Anaxilaus: So that 
Eliac. p- 340. this cannot be thought an 

1 Error of his, owing to his 

Want of Memory, or ſufficient Light; but 

his fix'd and ſettled Judgment after the 

Matter had been by him throughly conſi- 

der'd : And doubtleſs, when he aid down 


this Account ſo gs pon, and with fo 


much Exactneſs, he had ſuch Authorities in / 
his View, as he judg'd ſufficient to bear him } i 
out in it; and to be more than a Coun- c 
terpoiſe to the Teſtimony of Herodotus; C 
which he rejects, not only as to the Age of x 
Anaxilaus, but as to the Circumſtances of his d 
Life alſo; giving us a very different Relation u 
of them. The moſt eminent Chronologers, fi 
and Men beſt vers'd in theſe Things, (having V 
never ſeen that whole Tenor of Hiſtory confirm d Pi 
by fo many Synchroniſms and Concurrences, which, ex 
I ſuppoſe, Dr. Bentley keeps by him in Re- Re 
ſerve) fall in with this Account of Pauſanias. | in 


Ubbo Emmius follows it, in his Hiſtory of An- ha 
R cient Greece (a); Lydiat, in his Notes on the lint 
if 8. Cypronicon Marmoreum; Foſeph Scaliger, in his wh 
{6 )P. 25. Animadverſions upon Euſebius (b); and in his to 
: "AvaypaPy 'Oxuuriddev F: So mig 
TI vas compos d by Sca- does Petavins too (c), who ne- Sto 
liger bimſe{f,tho' many lear- ver agrees with Scaliger when Nofe 

ned Men have quoted it ſince, | 
„ he can help it; and Meunſius plat 

&5 an Ancient Piece. 1 
(% Rat. Temp. par. 1. (d), Who has a diſtinct Chapter tells 
38. | on this Subject. To ſum up Y 14th 
4% Lect. Att. I. 2. c. 23. our Evidence then zagainſt an ted 
indirect and dubious Proof, Lettl 
built 
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built chiefly on a diſputable Paſſage in Hero- 


dotus, we have the expreſs, and full, and un- 
doubted Authority of Pauſanius; and the 
Opinions of Db Emmius, Lydiat, Scaliger, 
Petavins, and Meurfius, to counterpoiſe Dr. 
Bentley s: And if there are not enough to do 


it, J promiſe the Dr. to throw half a Dozen 


more in the Scale, the next Time he and I 
talk together. 1 


In the ſame Epiſtle, from whence Dr. Bent- 
ley took an Occaſion of giving us this large and 
ingenious Account of Zancle and. Meſſana, the 
Tauromenites were mention'd with the Zan- 
cleans , [ Taveoumcirac, X; Zhi e vevi- 
x1a Jupon which I expected, that, when he had 
difpatch*d the Zancleans, he would have fallen 
upon the Tauromenttes: But to ſhew his Aver- 
ſion to any Thing that looks like Order or 
Method, he poſtpones them, to intermix ſome 
Proofs of a different Nature. I have already 
excus*'d myſelf from following him in his 
Rambles, and ſhall conſider Tauromenium here 
in its proper Place. The only Authority he 
has brought to prove Tauromenium ſo nam'd 
ſince the Time of Phalaris, is that of Diodorus, 
which I mention'd in my Preface; and own'd 
to be a clear Proof againſt Phalaris, if it 
might be rely'd on. But Diodorus is in two 
Stories, which, as Dr. Bentley (after his Way 
of citing Authors) has put them together, look 
plauſibly enough; but as Diodorus himſelf 
tells them, are utterly inconſiſtent. In his 


14th Book he ſays, that ſome Sicilians plan- 


ted themſelves upon Taurus, and from their 
Settlement there call'd the Place they built, 
K 2 N39 
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130 Dir. Bentley's Diſſertation upon the 


Herodotus had ſaid, appears 

* To yg 0 Euixvlo rd. from his quoting Herodotus x, 

Toy OSes pp & Tols = in Relation to Micythus, the 
3 > Ke. Servant of Anaxilaus: So that 
Elac. $- 340. this cannot be thought an 
Error of his, owing to his 

Want of Memory, or ſufficient Light; but 

his fix d and ſettled Judgment after the 

Matter had been by him throughly conſi- 

der'd : And doubtleſs, when he laid down 

this Account ſo peremptorily and with fo 

much Exactneſs, he had ſuch Authorities in 

his View, as he judg'd ſufficient to bear him 

out in it; and to be more than a Coun- 

terpoiſe to the Teſtimony of Herodotus ; 

which he rejects, not only as to the Age of 
Anaxilaus, but as to the Circumſtances of his 

Life alſo; giving us a very different Relation 

of them. The moſt eminent Chronologers, 

and Men beſt vers'd in theſe Things, (having 

never ſeen that whole Tenor of Hiſtory confirm d 
by ſo many Synchroniſms and Concurrences, which, x 
I 1uppole, Dr. Bentley keeps by him in Re- R. 

ſerve) fall in with this Account of Pauſanias. in 
Ubbo Emmius follows it, in his Hiſtory of An- ha 
„r., dent Greece (a); Lydiat, in his Notes on the fin 
i 8. Cpronicon Marmoreum; Foſeph Scaliger, in his Wh 
7% P. 27. Animadverſions upon Euſebius (o); and in his to 
"AvzyoaPOy Onvuridduv : So mig 
+ Ii ava compos'd by Sca- does . too (c), who ne- Sto 
liger bim/e{f,tho' many fear, ver agrees with Scaliger when Nofc 
ned Men have quoted it ſince, he d | 
4 an Ancient Piece. P It; an eurfius Plat 
(e) Rat. Temp. par. 1. (d), who has a diſtinct Chapter I tells 
8. on this Subject. To ſum up th 
0% Let, Att. I. 2. c. 23. our Evidence then; againſt an ted 
indirect and dubious Proof, Fett] 
built 
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built chiefly on a diſputable Paſſage in Hero- 
dotus, we have the expreſs, and full, and un- 
doubted Authority of Pauſanius; and the 
Opinions of Ubbo Emmius, Lydiat, Scaliger, 
Petavins, and Meurfius, to counterpoiſe Dr. 
Bentley's: And if there are not enough to do 
it, I promiſe the Dr. to throw half a Dozen 
more 1n the Scale, the next Time he and I 
talk together. | 


In the ſame Epiſtle, from whence Dr. Bent- 
{cy took an Occaſion of giving us this large and 
ingenious Account of Zancle and Meſſana, the 
Tauromenites were mention'd with the Zan- 
cleans [ Taveomairac, x; Zayriis tig vevi- 
n Jupon which I expected, that, when he had 
diſpatch*d the Zancleans, he would have fallen 
upon the Tauromenites: But to ſhew his Aver- 
ſion to any Thing that looks like Order or 
Method, he poſtpones them, to intermix ſome 
Proofs of a different Nature. I have already 
excus*'d myſelf from following him in his 
Rambles, and ſhall conſider Tauromenium here 
in its proper Place. The only Authority he 
has brought to prove Tauromenium ſo nam'd 
ſince the Time of Phalar:s, is that of Diodorus, 
which I mention'd in my Preface; and own'd 
to be a clear Proof againſt Phalaris, if it 
might be rely'd on. But Diodorus is in two 
Stories, which, as Dr. Bentley (after his Way 
of citing Authors) has put them together, look. 
plauſibly enough; but as Diodorus himſelf 
tells them, are utterly inconſiſtent. In his 
14th Book he ſays, that ſome Sicilians plan- 
ted themſelves upon Taurus, and from their 
Settlement there call'd the Place they built, 

K 2 Tau- 
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Tauromenium : In the 16th Book, he ſays, that 
about 40 Years after this, Andromachus plan- 
ted 1vme of the old Naxians upon Taurus; 
and from his long Stay there calPd the Place 
where he planted them, Tauromenium. Thus 


Diodorus plainly gives us two different Ac- 


(a) L. 6. 
$. 15. 


counts of the Time when the Place was 
nam d; either of which, I confeſs, would 
{-rve Dr. Bentley's Purpole : But ſince they 
contradict one another, neither of them is to 
be depended on. If Dr. Bentley pleads, that 
they do not contradict one another, becauſe 
the Place might be twice calPd ſo, for one 
and the ſame Reaſon; why will not the ſame 
Reaſon equally hold for its being call'd fo 
long before Phalaris liv'd ? Doubtleſs the 
Sicilians had often before his Time reſorted to 
the ſtrong-holds of that Mountain, Nay, 
7 hucydides expreſly tells us (a), that there 
were of old People that inhabited the hilly 
Parts about Naxos: And *tis not improbable, 
that theſe might be call'd T avgopeveir as be- 
fore they were form'd into any politick Bo- 
dy; and afterwatds, when they were collect- 
ed together, and a City was built (tho' we 
don't know when that was) that City might 
be call'd Jauromenium. Tis obſervable that 
Phelaris, tho* he has very often Occaſion 


to mention theſe People, yet never names 


any ſuch Town as Tauromenium; never calls 


them Citizens, nor uſes any ſuch Expreſſion 
as implies, they belong*d to any City. This 
could ſcarce have happen'd, if a Sophiſt 
had writ theſe Letters: But *tis no Wonder 
that Phalaris ſhould write ſo; becauſe there 
might be Tauromenites, as there was a River 

| Taurt; 
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Hiſtory, than loſe it. 


5 Epiſtles of Phalaris, Examin'd. 
Tauromenius (if Vibius Sequeſter be to be cre- 
dited, who ſays the Town had its Name from 
thence) before there was a Tauromenium. So 
that Dr. Bentley would have no Reaſon to tri- 
umph over the Defenders of Phalaris, if he 
could prove Tauromenium of a later Date; 
much leſs, ſince he cannot prove it, ought 
he ſo inſultingly to call upon them, I pere 
are thoſe that cry up Phalaris for the florid 
Author of theſe Letters, who was burnt in 
his own Bull above 150 Years before Tauro- 


13% 


menium was ever thought of (a)? E're I an- (a) Differ. 
{wer this Queſtion, I deſire to aſk him one: P. 31. 


Where does he find that Phalaris was burnt 
in his Bull? Does this great Hiſtorian take 
up with the trifling Author of the Verſes 
upon Ibis; when ſo many grave Writers 
have given us a different Account of Pha- 
laris's Death ? In another Place indeed he 
cites Heraclides for this Story ; but, as I have 
already obſerv'd, falſly. However, Phalaris's 
being burnt in his Bull before Tauromenium 
was thought on, was ſo refreſhing a Quibble, 
that he would rather venture upon falſe 
The Witticiſm is 
ſomething remote, as it ſtands here ; but 
when he is at Leiſure to put this Diſſertation 
into Latin, twill receive a great Advantage. 
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7 Was not to be hop'd, that theſe ob- 
ſcure Points concerning the building 
and peopling ancient Towns ſhould be 
ſo far clear'd and ſettl'd, as to make them a+ 
mount to a plain and direct Proof againſt 
the Epiſtles : However it was a Piece of 
Learning not unworthy of a Scholar*s Pains ; 
and by a ſkilful Hand might have been made 
uſeful to ſome other Purpoſe. I would not 
therefore be thought to diſparage Dr. Bentley 
for enquiring into this Matter, tho* he has 
happen'd to leave it more obſcure than he 
found it. His Attempt was commendable, 
what ever his Succeſs has been : But now, 


methinks, he ſtoops very low; from the 


Riſe and Tra's of Cities, to the Cbhronolo- 
gy of Old Sayings and Proverbs. This would 
make a much more ſuitable Appendix to a 
Vocabulary, than to an Hiſtory of ancient and 
modern Learning. *Tis fo dry and fruitleſs, 
and fo little to the Purpoſe, that J am al- 
moſt tempted to break my Promiſe, and 
leave this Part of his Diſſertation unexa- 
min'd. While Men of different Times have 
a hike Frame of Soul, and meet with like 
Accidents of Life, 7. e. while they have the 
ſame Faculties, and the ſame Occaſions of 
thinking, what Wonder is it, that they ſhould 
happen upon the ſame Reflection? Or that 
Authors, who write the ſame Language, 
and upon the ſame Subject, ſhould put the 


fame two Words together? Yet this is 


what aſtoniſhes Dr. Bentley; he cannot be- 
lieve, that there ſhould be ſo ſtrange 2 
Tum 
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Jumping of Good Wits, without ſome filcbing*: Diſſer 


And therefore concludes, theſe Letters muſt #- 33- 
be writ, not by Phalaris himſelf, but by a Se- : 
cretary (a) of his; who is not ſo dutiful as a (a) _ 
Secretary ſhould be in attending his Maſter, * 5 
for he comes a Thouſand Years after him. 
The Dr, takes this Secretary ripping (b) in (5) Ibid. 

his Uſe of the Proverb Hire Shen, of which P- 77: 

the Dr. can prove Cra ſus to be the Author; 
becauſe, when he ſent a Meſſage to the Lam- 
placeni, that if they did not ſet Miltiades 

free, he would extirpate them Hiro reowov, the 

Men of Lamplacus underſtood not the Meaning 

of that Expreſſion; The Phraſe, he ſays, puzzPd (c) Tbid. 


_ #bewbole City (c): What if it did? Muſt an Ex- 


preſſion needs be new and unheard of, be- 
cauſe the Mayor and Aldermen of Lampſacus, 
and perhaps the Recorder too, did not ap- 
prehend it? But how does he prove it 
puzzld the WHOLE City ? Plainly ! be- 
cauſe one of the Eldeſt Citizens hit upon it, and 
told the Meaning of it. This is very nice 
Reaſoning : But he goes on to refine upon it; 
and ſuſpects that Herodotus himſelf was the 
firſs Broacher of that Expreſſion : For (ſays he) 
thoſe firſt Hiſtorians made Every-bodies Speeches 
for them. Therefore Herodotus made this, 
which is no Speech, but only a Meſſage ! 
However, let Herodotus have worded this 
Meſſage; does the ſame Herodotus tells us, 
that the Lampſacenes were puzalbd with an Ex- 
preſſion invented by Herodotus? Where the 
Men of Lampſacus in Cræſus's Time at a Loſs 
to underſtand a Phraſe, that was not thought 
of, till Herodotus an Hundred Years afterwards 
K 4 coin'd 
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coin'd it? *Tis wonderful to me, how ſuch 


a Piece of Reaſoning as this could ever enter 
into an Head that has Brains in it! All 
the Dr. has to countenance it, is the Title 
of a loſt Chapter in Gellius ; from whence 
he takes Occaſion to gueſs at what's loſt 
there, and to give us a wrong Tranſlation 


of what's left: Cæſam, which in Herodotus's 


Greek is mxorzox he renders lopp'd, inſtead 
of cut down: Now, that a Pine-tree pe- 
riſhes by lopping, is, I believe, News to the 
Naturaliſts. I could not avoid taking Notice 
of this little Miſtake becauſe he repeats it 


over and over again; and endeayours, in his 


awkward Way, to ſqueeze Mirth out of it. 
Gellius indeed, remembring a Paſſage in Hero- 
dotus, where it was affirm'd, that the Pine 
was the only Tree, which would not ſhoot 
out after it was cut down, might ſay, 249d 
parim vere dixerit Herodotus, &c. becauſe he 
did not nicely examine upon what Occaſion 


this was brought in by Herodotus ; or what 
was ſaid in Herodetus, he might in a Quota- 


on ſay well enough, was ſaid by him: But 
to tell us the Story of the Lampſacenes being at 
a Loſs to underſtand the Meſſage of Cræſus, 
and yet to think this Expreſſion firſt broach*d 
by Llerodotus, is ſuch an Inſtance of Oſcita- 


(=) P. 119. tion (a), as I could not eafily imagine, that 


even our Diſlertator could be guilty of. He 
tells us of dreaming Pedants, with their Elbows 
on their Deſes; but ſurely the Man that writ 
this muſt have been faſt aſleep; or elſe his 
Imagination could never have rambled at this 
Rate. It Zerodotus is to be believ'd, m"_ 
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us'd this Expreſſion; if he is not to be be- 
liev'd, why is he brought to prove any Thing? 
Herodotus is ſo far from aſſerting that Cræſias 


was the Author of this proverbial Say ing, that 


from this very Story we may gather, that he 


was not the Author of it: For when he ſent 


a Meſſage to the Lampſacenes, which he ex- 
page ſhould immediately be obey*d, would 

e put it into ſuch a Phraſe as they were not 
likely to apprehend ? It ſtands to Reaſon, 
that he thought the Expreſſion common 
enough; or elſe he would not have us'd it 


When the Dr's Head ran upon old Say- 
ings, how came Nihil eſt dictum quod non dictum 
prius, to eſcape him? This one, well ap- 
ply'd, would have done him more Service 
than all the Greek, Latin, and Engliſh Pro- 
verbs with which he embelliſhes his Diſſer- 
tation ; it would have ſhew'd him, how vain 
it is to pretend to trace the Originals of 
Words and Phraſes; and that even the #ra*s 
of Cities may be fix'd much fooner than 
they. However the Dr. launches ſtill out in- 
to further Diſcoveries of this Kind; he has 


met with a Sentence of Moral*, Aby *pys ox * Diſſer 
which notable Saying, he tells us, had not Pha- P. 33. 


laris modeſtly hinted that others had ſaid it be- 
fore him, wwe might have taken for his ozwn. He 
ſeems here to blame Phhalaris for being modeſt, 
and for hinting that he borrow'd this Ex- 

| preſſion 
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ere from others, when he might as well 


have put it upon us for his own: The Dr, I 
believe will never be blam'd upon either of 


theſe Accounts. But would he really have ta- 
ken this Saying for Phalaris's own, if there 
had been no Hint of his borrowing it? And 


yet when Phalaris ſays, *tis older than him- 


ſelf, will he take it to be younger? He 
reckons up ſeveral Authors that pretend to 
it, Democritus, Simonides, and the Lactdems- 


nians; and decides in Favour of Democritus 
for a very good Reaſon ; becauſe otherwiſe 


it would be of no Uſe to him in the preſent 
Debate. But I am ſo far from yielding it up 
to Democritus, that I ſay Democritus lays no 


Claim to it. Plutarch ſays, Asyos toys oxum xare 


Anwoxeez perhaps he had met with this in 


ſome Paſſage in Democritus's Works: But it 
will not follow from hence, that Democritus 


was the Author of it. Many Proverbial 


Gnome, in all Languages, are to be met 
with in the Dr's Diſſertation z but No-body 
will allow this Way of Arguing from them: 


Either theſe Gnome are Dr. Bentley's own, or 
elſe he is a Sorry Plagiary. Laertius, the other 
Witneſs produc'd for Democritus, is as far 
from making Democritus the Author of this 
Sentence, as Plutarch is. Inhis Lite of De- 
mocritus we find, Türe tc g 10, Ay ye oxi 


e Life of But in another Place he tells us, (a) Solon us' d 


Colon. 


to lay, A o0v EJAev ? E 7000 5 : So that De- 
mocritus, according to Laertius's Account, and 
Dr. Bentley's Realoning, mult ſtill have flch'd 
this Saying. And from the Variety of Opini- 
ons concerning the Original' of it, I have 
more Reaſon to ſuppoſe it older than Phala- 

| ris 
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| ris, than Dr. Bentley has to preſume it later. 


Here are four Authors that have an equal Pre- 
tence to it; and if it be given to any of the 
four, except Democritus, Phalaris might 
have us'd it after them : But I rather think 
that none of them have any Title to it. It is 
not an Obſervation of ſo deep a Reach, but 
that itmight have been hit. upon a hundred 
Times, by Men no wiſer than Dr. Bentley, 
or myſelf, before the Pens of Phalaris or 
Democritus made it famous. 

Dr. Beutley goes on detecting Phalaris's 
Thefts; but for Ornament's ſake, the Phraſe 
is varied. He finds him in the next Para- 
graph, filching @ moral Sentence ; * in the laſt 
at was a Sentence of Moral: Which is the only 
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Change of Style, that I have obſerv'd in Dr. p. 35. 


Bentley's Diſſertation for the better; and 


therefore I ought to give him the Praiſe of 
it. The moral Sentence is this, Omg Ye 


Gras G&FUveTA ey NV n ws PUT Tives 8 TEWNXE: 


Which is ſtollen, he ſays, from an Iambic Verſe 
cited in Ariſtotle's Rhetorick, *ASzvaro 5y1v 
4 Ovacrle Ountos ave But why might not this 
Jambic Verſe be as well ſtollen from Phalar:s ? 
Or why might not both the Poet and the 


Prince be equally beholden to a moral Sen- 


tence more ancient than either of them ? 
Were there no moral Sentences before the 
Days of Phalaris? Or, ſuppoling the Letter- 
writer had this Jambic Verſe in his Eye, how 
does it appear, that this Verſe was not older 
than Phalaris ? Ariſtotle, who cites it without 
aName,leaves us in the dark, as to the Time 
of it. And how will the Dr's conjecturing Facul- 


ty help him out here? Will he pretend by zbe | 


Thread 


140 Dr. Bentley's Diſſertation upon the 
Thread and Colour of its Style to judge to what 
Century it belongs? Ay, but it is @ proverbial 
Gnome, he fays, and therefore PROBABLY 
borrow*d from the Stage; and CONSEQUENT- 
LY muſt be later than Phalaris, let it belong o 

(a) Diſſer. what Poet you pleaſe, tragic or comic (a). Why 
P. 35. more probably borrow'd from the Stage, than 
from Archilochus's Iambitks 2 The Fragments 

of which are full of thoſe wiſe Sayings, 

"which Dr. Bentley calls proverbial Gnome ; 

and which do not, I think, look a whit the 

wiſer, for having that hard Name given 

them. But ſhould I grant him his probably, 

yet his conſequently I can never allow; becauſe 

Iam very well ſatisfied, that there were both 
tragic and comic Poets before the Days of 
Phalaris. I ſhall talk with the Dr. about the 

Age of Tragedy in another Article; here I 
ſhall confider Comedy only. The Chronicon 
Marmoreum informs us, that it was brought 

into Athens by Suſario; or 

ggg: water r Laing of Comedies was by 
hon acting of Comedies was by 

Pp. 4. . een . . i, him frſt erected in Athens: 
Scend Tabulats, The Date is indeed worn out 
1 of the Marble; but it muſt 

be before the Tyranny of Pzſiſtratus, with 
„Which the next Epocha begins: And the Ty- 

(#) iner. ranny of Piſiſtratus Dr. Bentley owns (b) ta 
*. have been ſomething before that of Phalaris. 
Thoſe Learned Men, who have taken Pains 

to illuſtrate this Chronicle, have by the Con- 
currence of other Hiſtories plainly ſhown 

that the Time of S/ario muſt fall between th, 

Goth and 389th Year before Chriſt. Take 

fairly the Middle of this Account; and it falle 

ou 
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out before the Reign of Phalaris. Mr. Selden 
indeed, and ſome others, would have Suſario 
the ſame with Sannyrio, which would bring 
him down to Ariſtophanes's Time; but the ex- 
cellent Biſhop Pearſon, in his Vindiciæ Ig- 
natianæ (a) has prov'd beyond all Controver- (a) P. 2, 
ſy, that Suſario is a diſtinct Poet from Sanny- 10, 11. 
rio, and older by above 140 Years. But Co- 

medy was yet older than Szſario himſelf; for 

it was older than the Word by which it was 

call'd in Saſario's Time, and had the fame 


common Name with Tragedy, long before 


the Diviſion of dramatick Poetry into thoſe 
two diſtinct Branches was form'd ; as I ſhall 
prove from Athenzus, and others, hereafter, 


in my Enquiry into the Origin of Tragedy. 


Suſario was only the Improver of Comedy, as 

I ſhall ſhew Theſpis to have been of Tragedy: 

He poliſh'd it firſt perhaps, and gave it ſome- 

thing of a regular Caſt ; which was Handle e- 31. 

nough for Diomedes Grammaticus (), theScho- 1 - of 

liaſt on Ariſtophanes (c), and Clemens Alemandri- legom. 

nus (d), to attribute the Invention of it to him. ſ Strom. 

But that he was not the Inventor of it, the“ 1 

Marble itſelf does more than intimate; when 

it ſays only of him, that he firſt erected a 

Stage in Athens, to act Comedies upon. In- 

deed the Cities were beholden to the Villages 

tor the Uſe of both Tragedy and Comedy; 

as we learn from Ariſtotle (c): In the Coun- ) Poet. 

try they began, and continu'd ſome Time J. 1. 

rude and unform'd, till the City took them 

out of the Peaſants Hands, and poliſh'd them. 

Allowing then Dr. Bentley all his unreaſona- 

ble Demands : That Phalaris had a Regard to 

the Iambick Verſe cited by Ariſtotle, and 8 
e * That 
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that Verſe belong'd to the Stage? Vet we ſee, 


it might belong to the Stage, and be more an- 


cient than Phalaris. 

Our Critic himſelf ſeems but ill ſatisfied 
with this Proof, (a Thing which rarely hap- 
pens to him !) And therefore caſts about he 
another; and will find this Saying ſome- 


where elſe. I ſee the Charge of Theft be- 


gins to clear up; we ſhall eaſily quaſh an 


Indictment, that is thus laid in two Places. 
Well! But who is this ſecond Author, that 
Phalaris has purloin'd ! Why, Euripides, in 


his Philoctetes. And, ſays Dr. Bentley“, from 


Ariſtophanes the famous Grammarian (who 


after Ariſtotle, Callimachus, and others) writ . 


the Aidzoxaniai, a Work (were it now extant) 


moſt uſeful to ancient Hiſtory) we know, that 


this very Fable Philoctetes was written Olymp. 
87; which is CXX Years after the Tyrant's 
Deſtruction. 
a more knotty Point? or urg*d more knottily ? 
He might as well from the Chronicon Mar- 
moreum, compar'd with Langbain's Faſti have 
undertaken to prove, that Theſpis was betore 
Dryden. Euripides's Words are, 


Norte 02 Ovntov 9 To 2 nu Oo, 
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Now (ſays the Dr.) to him that compares 
theſe with the Words of the Epiſtle, "twill be 


EVIDENT, that the Author had this very 


Paſſage before his Pen: There is #x«v and 
Weornxc; uot only a Sameneſs of Senſe, but even 
of Words,and thoſe not neceſſary tg the Sentence : 
Which could not fall out by Accident, All that 


IS 


Was ever Scholiaſt urg'd to clear 
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is evident, I think is, that there is a Sameneſs 
of Reaſoning runs throughout the Dr's whole 
Diſſertation: Let Phalaris ſhift for himſelf; I 
am reſolv'd not to anſwer this Argument. 
Inſtead on't, I ſhall be bold to make an Ob- 
jection to the Dr, which I deſire him to an- 
{wer ; and that is, whether it were proper 
and prudent in him, to accuſe Phalaris of a 
Thett, by a pair of Quotations pillag*d from 
my poor Notes on this Epiſtle ? And whether 
among his other Proverbial Gnome, he ſhould 


not have conſider'ꝰd that about the old Woman 
in the Quen, | 


HithertoPhalaris has ſtollendiſcreetly, and 
borrow'd Expreſſions proper for him to ule; 
but now, it ſeems, he ſteals without Decency 
or Diſtinction, out of Callimachus, and Pin- 
dar. For we find two Words cloſe together 
in him, that are found as near one another 
in each of thoſe Authors. Phalaris has bre 
daiſuoui, Pindar has daiuu kregog, and Callimachus 
Aregos gi: The Dr. is in a Quandary here 
to determine, which of theſe Phalaris made 
bold with; Pindar he ſhould be inclin'd to gueſs, 
but that he is more inc lin'd to gueſs *tis Cal- 
lIimachus. Indeed Callimachus, Dorizing in 
this Point, is one Letter farther off from him 
than Pindar : But then again in another Place, 
which has nothing to do with this Place, 
Callimachus has two other Words exactly the 
lame. So that between Pindar and Call;ma- 
chus, and Callimachus and Pindar, the Dr is, 
as I obſerv*d, in a great Quandary. To re- 


leve him in this Streight, I take Leave to 


give him my Opinion, that Phalaris might 


rob 


«« 
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rob neither: For I can ſee nothing ſo extraor- 
dinary in theſe Words, but that a much leſs 


Man than Phalaris might have hit upon them. 
The Dr. fancies, he ſees a Quaintneſs 19 4 


poetical in the Expreſſion, a Man, that deal 

Leſs tenderly with him than I, would be apt 

to fancie, he ſaw a Quaintneſs ſomething pe- 
dantical in the Obſervation. Which. of the 
Words, is poetical, reg» or Jaipw ? Lr: 

ns has no other Senſe here f 

+ Phalarir's Words are, than it has wherever *tis us? 


* 


* 


2, ivTogarer wes gor jn any Proſe- Author: For the 
briey eee lee, Dr. may refine upon it, as he 
ache; wow mwrlw zvrανννν mn * s & : Pol tt : 
des Ep. 12. pPleaſes; it ſignifies here nei- 
ther more nor leſs than Ano- 
tber; tho" being oppos'd to evruxesrruv, this 
other Fortune muſt, by Conſtruct ion, be un- 
derſtood to mean d Fortune, Is 9aipw then 
Poetical? *Tis taken here for Wyn; in what 
Author almoſt is it not taken ſo? I could be 
very learned here in my Citations; and, it 1 
follow'd * Examples, twould be a pro- 
r Occaſion, for there's no Need of them: 
will only in the Margin point out to the 
Dr. a Place or two from Dionyſius Halicarnaſ- 
1 ſeus (a), and Aſcbines; and put him in Mind 
po of thoſe Words of Euſtathius, Tov wicw #5: 
Te x Gegen 0 6 nip, *% 1 TV X gf X80 w ab 
To exuTns AES EOS EWVOLAV RY IN TE rj. &c. 
di GA 
T5617 p. 172, — To iauTn; xa X62 HC XaToiveopirn. p. 180. 
—— Te, dJaipeoa, Ti Tx Tir GvpTuraroattucgs Tow “ 
O24Eacbai. In Cteſiph. p. 94. Ed. Ox, 1 


Tully, in his third Philippic, has theſe two 
Expreſſions, Fatum extremum Reipublice, and 
Magna Vis eft, magnum Numen unum & idem 


ſen. 


„ - SSIS 
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fentientis Senatiis. Fatum extremum,and Numen 
here have, in my Judgment, ſomething, more 
of the Air of P octry. in them, than tre S daun 
and accordingly we find the firſt of them once, 
and the laſt often us'd in that Senſe by Vir- 
gil. But I ſuppoſe No- body will be fo wild 
as to infer any Thing from thence to the Diſ- 
advantage of that Philippic. The ſame is to 
be faid for the Words OAz9per £vge in the 4 
122d, Epiſtle, which with great Sagacity he „ 
finds in Gallimachus. The Latin of that Greet, | 
Invenere Tormentum, is in Horace: will hereje& 
at Random any Proſe- writer, in whom I can 
find theſe two Words together ? If he will, 
I'll engage, at a Venture, to find them. But 
till I know his Mind, I deſire to he excuſed 
from the Trouble: For, begging the Dr's Par- 
don, I take Index- hunting after Words and 
Phraſes to be, next Auagramꝭ and Acroſtick, the 
loweſt Diverſion a Man can betake himſelf to. 
As trifling as theſe two Criticiſms are, yet 
Dr. Bentley is ſo fond of them, that to make 
them immortal, he has lately reprinted them, 
with his Fragments of Callimachus. *Tis the on- 
8 ly Part of his Diſſertation, which, notwith- 
tanding his Threatnings, he. has yet thought 
0 fit to put into Latin; and, if I 7 right, 
2 tis the only Part that he ever will. 


0. FINHE laſt Sort of Proof the Dr. has em- 
1. ployꝰd to ſhew the Epiſtles younger than 
Pbalaris, is the Uſe of ſome Terms, or Words of 
Ar, which were invented, he /ays,afterPhalaris's 
Fe Time: He inſtances in theſe three, Thericlean (c) 5 111, 
ad Cs (e), Philoſophy 6 Tragedy (6). OF 


4 2 * 
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In the 7ath Epiſtle, among other Things 


with which Phalaris preſents his Phyſician, 
Mention is made of Tex Couple of the Cups of 
drove 


Thericles, whom our Critic thinks he can p 


to be a Corintbian Potter, that liv'd an CX& 
Years after Phalaris. Before he proves it, 5 
beg Leave to interpoſe a Gueſs, about the 
true Reading of this Paſſage; which, if ac- 


cepted, may ſave both him and us the Trouble 


of his learned Argument. The Text of Pa- 
laris, as it ſtands now, is, Kei Terngiwv Onp nsr 
805 9; what if it ſhould heretofore have 

een Florngiwy 0 HearAtir, &c ? *Fis A very- 


inconſiderable Alteration, and yet it falves all; 
For that there was fuch a Cup, nam'd from 


Hercules, and therefore old enqugh for Phala, 


t 


ris to uſe, Athen æus, and Tully will inform us; 
ke firſt of 8 1 ,atalogue of* Cups, 


% P. 469. mentions the Hęa Hias as à diſtinck Sort, in one 


+ Vide Caſanb, Anim. 5. 
782. | ; 
* Dicitur habere eum per- 
bona Toreumata; in his po- 
cula duo quædam que; Hera- 
flea nominantur. 44, 0. in 


Farr. | | 
the Scene of the 
This ſmall A 


Place (a) and oxuÞo; Hpanxxer- 
ring in another *: And the 
latter reckons up two Hera- 
dean Cups among the 
Wealth of Ferres, which he 
had amaſs'd together out of 
Sicily, the very Place were 
e 
keration, which I take the Li- 


berty to ſuggeſt, might eaſily creep into the 


Old MsSs, that were in Capitals, without an 
Diſtinction of Words: There the original Read - 
ing might have been HOTH INN OH 


NN; and afterwards, by a flight Change of an 
A into an I, it might be corrupted inte what- 
it is now by ſome Trantcriber, whoſe Head was 
full of the Thericlean Cap; and. ho vid when 


the Ileraclean Cup was diſus'd and ä 


5 — | 
CERES mnrtn aus... 


 Andl'thisis rar the only Inftance we have 
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one of -thefe Names being miſtaken for t 
other; the Archon in cke int Oha hole 
Name eee enn | 
JP (a) Aeon, in Diodo- (4) Aęxeſe. "Abwmnoy 
Y) is called @wgan;: And 3 "Oo, Sa- 
fucha Change, ke rhight ee e 8 
happen in Hefe Epi 8548 AS 1505 45 Toy Ec OAvpTre 
En | 85 en'd her tg xcerpt. 6 Diodoro, p. 241. 
thoſe Authors. Nay, Sama. „. 
Aus te) will not F 2 the ee lee, ds i. 
fent deading of Heraclba Po- bi. . gwen legendum 
cula inthe Oration ar aint e fit Tbegtcts. 5 1 
res; but like a true Critic, without any Autho- b 
age er ee the oom of it: and a 
4 | 


zit mufſt be received as an adoubtedAker- " 
on Not Wine on har 5.ogg then, that bj 
Atheneus had ſaid any «> Ge nam' d F 
from Hetcules, tho" but two Pages afterwards # 
he quotes the very Place im him where tis men- 4 
tion'd. A candid Reader then, that conſiders | 
Whatadothere is made about the Gg nia 
in Phifologers, and howrarely the H e 18 
mention'd, will perhaps think this Conjecture 
of mine not improbable, and grant me the Be- 
nefit of it. But Dr. Bentley, I believe, will enter 
his Proteſt : I remember a Saying of his, with 
Relation to a Word in Tully, Which Quintilian 
8 J ela arp he Ares have had him: 
But I, ſays he, would not believe . Ege wm G 
Cicero to ave ſud for el. egg, ar cl en, fed, 
VVV 
and defPairing therefore to get n Mill. in fin. Malal. 5. 0, 
this poor Gueſs of mine to paſs with him, I 
muſt e' en take be Term as find it in Phalaris, 
and ſee how far it affects our preſent Argument. 
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To fix the Age of Thericles, from whomtheſe 
Cups are preſum'd to have their Name, the Dr., 

cites Athenzus; one Witneſs indeed, but as GOOD 
4a Mult ituae, he ſays, in a Matter of this Na- 

* Diflert. ure *; he might as well, I think, have faid as 
7 19. Many: For e Witneſs be as good 
as a Multitude in Caſes of this Nature? in other 
Caſes Jam ſure, it is not: He may attaint Pha- 

laris indeed upon a ſingle Evidence, but he can 

never in the common Courſe of Juſtice convict 


him; and yet the Dr. promis'd us to give him 


P. 19. 4 Fair and Impartial Tryal. I now there are 
ſeveral material Circumſtances that diſparage 

this one Witneſs's Teſtimony; if he liv'd at a 

prone Diſtance from the Time he writes of; if 

e ſpeaks by Report and Hear-ſay only, with- 
out vouching any Authority; if he expreſſes, 
himfelf fo, that we have Room to doubt whe- 


ther we know his Mind; or, ſhould we know 


his Mind, yet if he contradicts himſelf imme- 
diately afterward: I fay, if theſe = ap- 


Yay againſt him, then this oe Witneſs is ſo 


ar from being as good as a Multitude, that 
he is as good as none: And I believe That 
will appear to be the Caſe, after I have ex- 


amin'd him. 


6. 


Had Atbenæus given us an Account of the Au- 


thor of an Invention in his own Time, or a little 
(a) gæpe before him, we could eaſily havecredited him up- 
Athen um on his Word: But when he ſpeaks of an Inven- 
0 4 = * tion of 600Years ſtanding, and pretends nicely 
5" ww. to fix the Date of it, without telling us from what 
rumExcer- Author he drew his Account, we may beallow'd 
„ 2 to ſuſpect his Exactneſs. His Miſtakes, where 
far, nec ad he depends upon his Memory, or even upon his 


Kia ai Common. Place. boot (a), without conſulting the 
adit ,mroltis lacis probatum nobis Jatis ſupirque, Anim. p. 377. 


very 


AS wats wok 82 an 9 * 217020 * % 
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very Authors themſelves, are frequently taken 
Notice of by his learned Editor; and he could 
not miſtake in a Point that leſs deſerv'd to be 
remember' d than this. Had he known, him- 
ſelf, from what Author he drew this Account, 
he would without fail have told us; for he 
treads not a. ſingle Step without an Authori- 
Ph if he can have one : And we may there- 
ore conclude, that he had none; and that the 
only Reaſon, which determined him to fix the 
Ageof Thericles eee Was, 
that he had not ſet down in his Adverſaria, nor 5 
did at preſent call to Mind a Mention of the . 5 
ThericleanCup in any Writer more ancient than 1 
He. For obſervable it is, that among the ſeveral SIR 1 
Quotations in which he abounds on this Head i 
there is none that runs higher than the Age of ; | 
that Poet. One there is, and but one, brought 
from a loſt Play of his, Philonides, where the 
Tbhericlean Cup is mentioned at large; but not a 
Word ſaid, by which we can make any Gueſs at 
the Age of Thericles.Our Critic indeed is of Opi- 
nion, that in all Probability Athenæus had this In- 
dication [about the Age of Thericles] from ſome 
Play of Ariſtophanes now loft, where that Corin- 
thian was mention d as one then alive (a). But in (a) Diſſero 
all Probability, Athenæus had not this Indicati- p. 19. 
on from any ſuch Paſſage; becauſe then, in all 
J Probability, he would have been ſo communi- 
' cative as, to have let his Readers have it too, 
L Had Ariſtophanes nam'd Thericles, as living, in 
any of his Plays, and had this been Athenæus's 
Reaſon for making them cotemporary,is ĩt cre- 
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15 dible, that among ſo many other Paſſages he 
1 produces, relating toThericles, he would have . 
omitted this, that was worth all the reſt, and 


L 3 ſet- 


| 
| 
1 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Dr. Bentley's Diſertation han be 


* 


ſett d that very Point of Chronology. paſtDiſ 
pute, which was then laying down? Eſpeci- 
ally, ſince he had not overloaded us on this 
Head, with Ari/tophanss*s Verſes; having cited 
him but once; whereas Alexis, a Writer ef 
much leſs Character, is produc'd four Times ta 
it, within the Compaſs of twenty Citations 3 
Could he be fo laviſh, where there was na 
Need of it? and ſo ſparing here the very 
Streſs of the Point lay? I have no great pi · 
nion either of Aibenæus's Judgment or Exact- 
neſs, (and when 1 ay fo, Lipeak but the 

N Words of Caſau bon (a) hows 


930 


8 928 made oo 1 _ we YI 
ere i canes  Qiclous and careleſs to ſuch a 
Prey yy rod ry 375, Degree as this: And therefore 
, I conclude, that he brought 
noQuotation of this Kind out of Ariſtaphaues. 

becauſe he had none to bring. Edo; 

Indeed as he quotes no-body for this Ac+ 

count of the Age of Thericles, ſo he ſpeaks of 


it himſelf with Diſtruſt, Dr. Benzley, *tis true, 

in hisTranſlation, has put him into the paſitive 

Style; and made him roundly affirm, that the 

Cup WAs invented by Thericles, a Corintbian 

Potter, in Ariſkophanes's Time: But Athengus. 
expreſſes himſelf with greater Reſerve, His 

* KeluouvaCas & Myra: Words are *, one Thericles 4 
Thy xe rar Ingi- Corinthian Potter L lid 
xAng L Koghi©- vga fade; about the. ime of Ariſto hanes 
* Re Frog the Comedian] 18 8.41D, or 1 
eee. „ #7% REPORT E Dio have madet bis 
Sort of Cup : And FAMAEST d CorinthioFi- 
guloThericle fafos, ſays the Hougſ LatiuTran- 

fator. Which Manner of ſpeaking is the more. 

to be obſerv*d, becauſe it appears from ſeve- 


* 


ral 


Eugies of Phataris; Eau d. 
ral Paſſages in him, before and after this, that 
he himſelf was not ſatisfied of the Truth of 
this Report 


without: the leaſt Intimation which he pre- 
fers. I allow, that theſe Derivations are 
fore d ones, and to be given up: For that 
the Name of the Cup came from the Name 
of a Man, is not to be doubted, I think; at 
leaſt it was not to be doubted, till Dr. Bent- 
ley attempted to prove it. Let us ſtep out of 
our Way ſo far as to hear his extraordinary 
Argument. Does not Common Analogy ſhew, 
ſays he, that as from Hanns comes Hpainauos, 
and as from Topos comes LoDoiaucsz ſo from 
One (not only my but) MUST come 
Op + ? Wonderful! Who would have 
theught that ſuch certain Concluſions could 
be built on the Rules of Analogy? Or that 
there was fo near an Affinity between Logic 
and Grammar ? Let us try it in another In- 
ſtance : as from Ar comes Arno, fo 
from ®axz5 the Philoſopher muſt come dA 
Virens: Here is the ſame Anology z and yet 
the Inference from it is ſtark naught. The 
Dr. then was too raſh in aſſerting, that 
OneixauGy muſt Come from Onęl Ang, : by the 
Rule of Analogy: It does come from it, 
I grant; but des and myſt are very different 
Things. The Exgifp Rhime goes a truer 
and-furer Way to work; REV. 


| As from Gooſe comes Goſlin, 
So from Sir Poſ. comes Sir Poſlin. 


L4 But 


6 For he immediately gives us ſome 
other Account of the Original of the Word *, * P. 47t. 
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But to return to our ſerious and weighty 
Point; Atbenæus, I ſay, propoſes ſome other 
Derivations of Onpix Reeg beſides that from 


One; and tho? Dr. Bentley and I are pretty- 


well agreed, that they are frivolous ones, yet 


it does not appear any Way, that He undet- 


valu'd them; or determin*d which had the 
better Claim to Omi, They, or Thericles ; - 
which is a Sign, I think, that he himſelf was 


not fully fatisfied in the Matter. And ano- 


Fs 


ther ſhrewd Sign it is, that but a few Lines 
before this famous Paſſage, he cites a Frag- 


ment from a Pl 


(a) Kn rere "arabic 
(fays he) @nguxAciw wot TW 
HeaxAicz wess; and dots - 


wot Alexis introduce Hercu- 
les drinking out of 4a Theri- 


clean (up In the: Paſſage 


trom Alexis, as it now 
ſtands in Athenæus, Thericles 
is not mention'd : But 'tis 
plain At henæus thought, from 


ſome Exp reſũons in it, that 


this Cup might be intended; 
or elſe he would not have 
aſk'd a Queſtion about it. 


of the Poet; which 


ted to do, if he had believ'd 
the Invention no older than 


ay of Alexis, where, as wn in- 

treprets it (a), Hercules is 
brought in, drinking out of 
a ThericleanCup And this he 
does without taxing the Ab- 
ſurdity 
he could hardly have omit- 


Ariſtopbanes: For, at this Rate, 


the bringing Hercules, and a 

 Thericlean Cup u 
together, would have been as 
ridiculous, as if one of our 


n theStage 


Dramatic Poets ſhould repreſent William the 


_- Conqueror drinking in Dwight*s Ware. Alexis, 


one would think, could not have committed 
ſuch an Abſurdity, who liv'd but threeſcore 
Years after Ariſtophanes; at leaſt Athengus 
could not have pals'd it by uncenſur' d, if that 
Report about the Age of the Thericlesn Cup 
had ituck with him. 


But 


; PE YC." FA a —_— 4 a. 


But that it did not, we have this further 
Reaſon to believe: That he quotes Jynceus Sa- 

mins, in the 469th Page, for a Paſſage, where- 

in this Cup is repreſented, not as a Corinthian, 

but an Athenian Invention: For that, I think 

is the natural Conſtruction of Lynceus s Words; 
which I ſhall produce, and leave the Reader,, nceus 
to judge of them“. 5 gry =" 
by Athenzus ſaying that the Rhodians did ("HOunriridas arridy- 
 prBgynoaclas ' woes Ta; Aba: Ingraies) work a Sort of Cup 
(eall d err) in Imitation of the Thericlean Cup, made at 
Athens. This Expreſſion of Lynceus was probably in his Epiſtle to 
Diagoras mention'd in another Place of Athenzus (p. 647.) where 
Lynceus does { ix wage iht T. xα,Fꝭρ Thy A iCæigt rat 
vb Toig. w Ty Poop). compare the fineſt Athenian Manufa- 
ctures with thoſe of Rhodes. This implies, I think that the Theri- 
clean Cup was an Athenian Invention; at leaſt, we baue Lynceus 
Samius's Word for it, no contemptible Writer, and of pretty early 
Dat; as bring the Scholar and Acquaintance of Theophraſtus. 7 
know the Words (Ta; Abe Inger, are capable of another 
Senſe ; but it is a fore d and unnatural one. | 


Novy if Lynceus Samius's Teſtimony be re- 

ceiv'd, there's an End of Atbenaus's Report 

about the Corinthian Potter. The Authors of 

that Report, whoever they were, might be as 

well out in the Time, as in the Country of 
Thericles : If he were no Corinthian, but an 
Athenian; he might poſſibly be no Potter nei- 

ther, but an Archon, or ſome” great Man: 

and the Thericlean Cups (as the *Avriyaides and 
Leaevnides mention*d by Plutarch together with 

them *“) might be call'd ſo from him, that“ In Vita 
1d them firſt, and not from him that invented P. Emil. 
them. Which their Size and Worth alſo 

would make us apt to believe: For Atbenæus 

tells us, they were extraordinary large, 
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the Purchaſe only of grent 
till the Rhodians found out a Way of making 
them flight and cheap; and then they grew 


+ Athenz commoner : And therefore, I ſay, one would 


p. 469. be ready to think that ſome great Man who 


not he that invented them. And if the moſt 
learned Mr, Dodwel”s Opinion about the Age 


of Phalaris takes Place, (whom I hear he — 
down to the LXXth Olympiad} we have the 
Mention of an Arcbon preſerv'd in Diodovus,' 

2 who liv*d early enough to give the Name to 
He wa; theſe Cups: For he muſt be, —— this Account 
1 in above thirty Years older chan Pbalarss*. (1) 
mbiad © | TEE 4 bg . eto 9˙ 
2 ft; as before, Page the 147th of theſe Payer, 
But becauſe ſome of the Greek Comicediany, 

and from them the general Stream of later 
Writers mentioning Thericles as a Potter, di. 

rectly oppoſe this Account; and therefore Iwill 

not pretend to build any Thing upon it. = 

deed Ineed it not, in order to diſparage the Au- 

thority of Atbenæus: From what I have produc- 

ed out of him, Ithink, it manifeſtly appèars, that 

no Weight is to be laid upon what he ſays in 

the Point, who talks ſo looſely and wavering- 

ly about it; who e on one ſide, 

and Opinions on t'other ; who takes up a Re- 

he on Hearſay, in one Page, and contradicts it 

by a ſubſtantial Teſtimony from an approved 
Author, in another: And is allover Inconſiſten- 

cy, and Confuſion. A Witneſs that thus talks 
forwards and backwards, in a Breath, ought to 

be ſet aſide by Confent of both Parties; and 


= 


leave 
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| ee the Cauſe to be decided 


by clearer Teſtimanies. 


2 And any hin dene uf the poinpoud 
Character with which Dr. Bentiey introduces 
this ſingle Evidence? One indeed, bur as good 


a a Myltitude 11 
means a Multitude of ſuch fuborn'd Witneſs: 
ſes as he has brought to blaſt the Credit of 
Phalorit; one good honeſt downright Wit 
2 — But ſuch, I think, 


L have-provid Athomeus not to be in the pres 


ſent Debate. However, if after what has 
been offer d the Reader ſhonld ſtilt be in- 
clin'd ta believe this one bear- ſay Witneſs, 


L deſire him to remember, that his Evidence 


lies within a narrow Compaſs, and that he 


altefts but one Epiſtle: So that ſhould that, 
where the T heriglean ow is mention'd, prove 


8 a OS the othe An. Aa di, Coat our 


pr [ hope the the A has carried along 
with him thto all the particular Proofs, that 


they touch anly thoſe particular Epiſtſes from 


whence they are taken, but da not affect the 


whole Body of them; 3 or Part 


of a Book, may be ſpuri et the Book. 
itſelf not be ſp 8 — when it is 
Collection of Pieces, that have no Depen- 
dance upon one another, as Epi/tves, Epigrams, 


Tables; the firſt: Number of which may have 


been,encreas'd. by the Wantonneſs, or Vani- 
ty of Imitators in After · times, and yet the 
Book, be authentick Wee an Ones 


d ALAS | fd 


There 


agree with the Dr. if he 
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There are ſome other important Contto⸗ 
verfies which Dr. Bentley has decaſionally han- 


dled in this Paragraph; as whether Thericles 
tre nn Was a. Tine, or a Pott? 


Di p. 18. This est Point — 25 and ny 9 | 


was ſtar ted, ſolemnly argu d call'd 9 Bees, 48 
1 Fee e relle, Ce and Let 
from chence Dr. B. has taken But theſe things weng net- 
every Word he has ſaid upon ther for, nor againſt our Ar- 
+. ho ge ume tie bs ument, en der at Line 
had ſaid it before him, t ute them wit him, | 
* 1 . 20. = Misfortune of it is, that 
p great Variety of Read. 

ing which the Dr. 5 roduc*d. on a very 
trifling Head, — palin miſchief - in 
in the Opinion o 2 intelligent Reader; 
and make him thought a Man, who, with 
ill Judgment, employs moſt of his Time 
on thoſe Things that deſerve it leaſt. To 
take off thoſe Suſpicions, and to do his Cha- 
racter right, I aſſure the Reader, that he went 
725 further for almoſt all the Learning he diſ- 
lays on this Article than his Dictionaries, and 
(o)Hegeb. what one of thoſe (a) referr*d him to, Caſau- 
— _ 2 3 ener n he * 
- fo much oblig'd to that t Man, I wonder 
| Lare — that common Gratirade a common Senſe 
on it. ſhould not hinder him from falling upon him, 
as he does, at the very Time, he is tranſcribing 
him. Caſaubon, ina Paſſage of Atbenæus relating 
to this Controverſy was willing to read ov- 
dare, inſtead of ex9%7; and gave his Reaſon 
for it, that he found it ſo in the ancient Epito- 
mizerof Athengus:Towhich our Diſſertator, with 
an Air of Superiority, replies, one may. 3 


Epy/tle of hai Exdamin'd: 15x 
TAN was & Fault ONLY in that Copy 2 
aubon 27d: For Euſtathius, WHO. 
APPEARS NEVER to baue iſeen the true 
Athenæus, but only. that Epitome, read it in his 
Book one'wola, &c. Which is ſaid with an 
equal Degree of Truth, Decency, and Rea- 
ſon. For, in the firſt Place, it isacertain that 
Euſtat hius had ſeen, and ebe r u quote 
Atheneus himſelf, tho? he generally goes no fur- 
er than the Epitome of him: And therefore 
Caſaubon ſays only of 8 that he did (a) 
OH E Nuſe theEpitome,with- 8 


out conſulting Athenzus bim 


ſelf; and that he did NOT. 45 — — 


SELDOM, make uſe of the. 48 NON RARO 
Reading, "== was in the Ex- vs mga 2 * —— 
| cerpta, King that in the , » f 
| Tas hich 3 and bet-- porn — 7 — 
.: And Tl tell the Reader p, 3 
done Reaſon among an hun- 

ö dred, why he. ſhould” ſoon- 

er in "this caſe truſt Caſaubon than Dr. i ; 
us, that Ca ſaubon had the Excerpta of Atbenæus 
entire and could compare them therefore with 
1 Atheneus himſelf, and with Zuſtat hius: Where- 
rf 

ſe 


melior ac verior. Animad. 


asDr. Bentley will not pretend I ſuppoſe, ever 
to have ſeen the Excerpta; for 
they are unprinted (3) to this 0) A. but ſunuch of _ 
n Day: And when therefore he as a: Jah pie 4 of Able, 
5 pronounces it to be apparent, hinkif 1 
that Zyftathius W w the 
| trued/thenzus, he talks of 4 Thing that he knows 
WIN 507 of, and can in all Probability knowNo- 
” | thingo but fromCaſaubon; and yet ventures to. 
contradict Vim.” Had I not Reaſon to wake 
the Itch of oppoſing great Names upon very 
fligh t or no — a chief and diſtinguiſh- 
ing Mark of Pedantry ? But 


* 
* 


But what if ' Euſtatbius t 
Epitome af Atben aus and his Copy of the 
Epitome had differ d from Caſauboms 2:doey 
it follow, chat all the reſt did ſo too? This 
is our Critic*s admirable Inference; becauſe 
in Zuſtathius's Copy 'twas ewhiolls,. and not 
rei, therefore ons may be certain it 
was ſo in ui the Copies, but that which Ca. 


ſaubon us d. 1 can eaſily bear his Contempt 


without ſo much as the Shadow 


ment to back him in it. 
The Reader, J hope, will pardon me, if 7 


of me and my Knowledge, When 1 find him 
oppoſing one of the greateſt Men that ever 
the Commonwealth of Learning produetd} 
of an Argu- 


wander a Moment or two from my Subject; 
to give him a like Inftance of the unreaſona- 


ble Freedom Pr. Bentley takes in reprehent- 


ing learned Men, even where there is ne 
Manner of Ground for it. In his Epiſtle to 
Dr. Mill , upon mentioning an 25 
Verſe of Grotius, Priſta dumos dbdit e 
he takes Occaſion to reprove bim, and with 
him, Joſeph Scaliger, and all the Moderns, that 
have written in this Sort ef Verſe, for not 
knowing the true Meaſure of it; which, he 
ſays, will never admit ef a Trocbee, or 4 
Fribrach in the End of it, but when there 1s 


ſome Kind of Stop and Reſt there: And for 


this Reaſon Saueca the Fragerdian, he aſſures 
us, has not employ'd a Trochee in that Place 
above once or huice throughout all his Plays, 
and then only when there was a 22 Glofe 
of the Senſe: And! concludes, that if Scaliger, 
Grotius, and the reſt had liv'd in Athens, or ali 
Rome, and taken this Liberty in their * 
35 A 


they ere beenhife'd off the e 
Infamy for it (a). One 1 chat Pr. 


Bentley, with all his Stock of 
Self · fufficiency could not have 


attow'd himſelf to ufe ſuch 


inſult; towards 


ng cr i a Leere, Fl 
TV eminent —— when opinor 


fectiy fure of his 


= And yet yon Sweet can 


be falſer and fler of Miftake 
than what he has here aſſerted. 
the Greek 
their Ana- 


It is uſual 
ragædiaus to ei 
paſtic Verſes with a Trochee 


or a Tribrach, even where 


there is 0 Pauſe q of. which 
I'willgive him 


ces out of one Play of Æſely- 


lus. (bY; and Seneca is fo, far P*® 


from having done this not 
above ancè or twice, and where 
there was, a full Claſe of the. 
Sale, that. I believe he has 
done it at teaſt forty or 


veral Inſtan- 


| fa) ribrachy of Loco 4. 

i, ; quod vitium come 

myne eſi Grotio cum Fo/.Sca- 
ligers, Nor. Coriſiuno, Aliiſq; 
Omnibus qui Sæculo 
8 ſuperiore vel Tragœ- 


Cræcas Latine verte- - 


runt, vel ipfi ſeripſerunt no- 
vas: quibus ſolenne eſt Ana- 
ſos ſuos paſſim, ubi nulla 
Gaus eſt, nee int erpun- 
cum, Tribrachi, vel Tro- 
cho, vel-Cretico terminare: 
Nz iſti, ſi olim ſtagteReGra- 
e vel Roman ſuas Fabul as 
edidiſſent, Sibilis & x\wypor; 
&Scenarxplof fuiſſent p.26. 
in & Seneca Tiagicus, ut 
ſcias eum de Induſtrià tem- 


* amel tantum atque 
iterum Trochzo Anapæſtos 
clauſit, nec nf fnits ſenten- 
tid : qui ſcilicat Parœmiaco 
. Locus eſſet, niſi is Scriptor, 
neſcio our, verſum lam re- 
pudiafſes Ii... 


Times, where there is either no Cloſe at all; 
or none beyond a Comma. I ſhall give the Dr. 
& many Inſtances out of Seneca *, as I have 


| done 

77 6 2 5 8 pe eO 2 ©Trocibus eee :mpoſits 
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260 Dr. Bentley's Diſſertation upon the 
done out of AÆſcbylus; and then aſk higs 
how he durſt oppoſe Men of Grotius and 8 25 
liger's Character, with ſuch groundleſs Aſſer· 
' Lions, as it was in Every-body's Power to. 
- _ diſprove, that did but caſt their * on * 
neca, and the Greek Tragœdians? . 
But to return to our Buſineſs 1 have | 
now examin'd, I think, all that is material 
in Dr. Bentley's Obj ection about the Thericlean 
Cups, as far as the Authority of the Letters is. 
concern'd in it: His Exception againſt my, 
Way of tranſlating the Word ſhall not be 
forgotten in its pro per Place; when I come. 
to conſider the Faults he has found with Jy: 
Edition and Verſion. | 


This has, I confeſs, been a long CA 

but the next will make us amends; for I 

can hardly perſwade myſelf to ſay any Thing 

to it. He finds fault with the Letters for 
making Phalatis, in his Addreſs to Pythageras, 

call his Doctrine Philoſophy ; and him, in ano- 

8 Det ther Place, Philoſopher * : Why ? becauſe | 
p- 38. Pythagoras himſelf invented theſe Wards *. ö 
Could Phalaris therefore pay him a great a 
Compliment, than by uſing them? Queen 3 | F 
lizabeth firſt coin'd the Word Fæminilis in l 

2 Speech of her's, as I remember, to ohe of 5 

{ 

n 

is 


the Univerſities; could that Body have 
ſhew'd her an handſomer Piece of Reſpect, 
than by uſing that very Word to her after- 
wards as freely, as if it had been of the beſt 
Age of Latin? Pythagoras affected to be q 
call 2 8 and fram'd the Term to fl 
that ve nd and Purpoſe: Would Dr. af 


| Saul have had Phalatis, . he deſig nd 


5 
0 8 * f 


* Epiſtles of Phalaris, Examin'd. 6s 

Kim an r rob him of the Title he 

was, moſt. fond of? He knew better how 

ie leaſe the Man he 3 was to profit by : 5 

ittle Good Nature as he had left, yet 

he had kane Civility, and a great Deal of 
Senſe; and, b y the Help of theſe, eſcap'd | | 
that abſurd M Waage we, which Dr. Bail, | 
I find, had he been adyis J with, would ; 
put bi upon. 4 
Buy ow came the Fame of. ſo ſmall a Bufmeſs 
{xs Pythageras saſſuming this Name] 70 reach | 
halaris's Ear? He may as well aſk, how he 
came tohear his Name was Pythagoras ?Famey” 
that told him the one, muſt tell him the 
other too; after once Pythagoras had ſet = j 
his Pretenſions; and 1 deſire Dr. Bentley ta | 
j 
| 


— 


e that our Letter- writer nam'd 5 ſo 
before: And till he does that, the Epiſtles 
are fafe from any Harm that this Aal Ob. 
jection can do them. | | 
Before I go further, I muſt obſerve to the | 
Reader, an Inſtance of Dr. Bentley's great i 
Goodneſs, which deſerves to be taken Notice 
of: I could ſhew (ſays he) from a whole Crowd | 
| of rs that Potions firſt invented the \ 
rd: But I content myſelf with Two. To | 
content himſelf with two Quotations, when | 
he could produce ſo many; and that upon k 
fo clear and manifeſt a Point, that he need | l 
a not have produc'd any, (in which Caſes he .. 
er is uſually molt liberal of his Learning) is no | 


„ 


- 


2. 5 


- common Favour z and Lou ht therefore (as I 
do) thankfully to own it. It almoſt tempts 
OY me to drop a Queſtion or two that I had to i 


4 4 him here; 5 A8, he! he means by ſaying, 


462 Dr. Bentley's Diſſertation upon the 
that Pythagoras ft nam d Philoſophy '? Whel 


ther, that he firſt nam'd that Si vt 
which before was cal'd Wiſdom? And 


(a) o. N op why rE- Wb 
Nac: Id νανον, ſays Laer- 
tius, wow , tes 3 but 
it follows preſently, Y=rlo 
N ixaniro Dopia : Which 
makes the Expreſſion not fo 
improper in Laertius's Greek, 
«s Dr. Bentley's Engliſh. . 

6 iſ rt. þ. 39. A 


been very merciful in 
forgive in my Turn. 


if he meant fo, he did n 
ſo (4)? And what again h 


* 


would be at, when he tells 


us, that Pythagorar invented 
the Word fir/f? and who it 


was that invented it laſt ? 


Something too I had to ſa 

to him about Nurſes talking 

14050 (b) But he has 
his Paragraph; and 1 


There is ſtill behind one Exception to the 
Credit of the Epiſtles, taken from the Names 
of ſome Tragœdians, there, and no where 

_ elſe to be found; and from the Ape and Date 
of Tragedy itlelf. The Section in which this 
Argument is manag'd is a ſhort one, but ver 

fruitful in Miſtakes, and thoſe of the fi 
Rare; for which Reaſon, and becauſe it is the 
laſt Trouble of the Kind I am likely to give 


the Reader, I 
largely. 


ſhall inſiſt upon it ſomewhat 


Ariſtolochus and Lyſinus, he ſays are Tro 

*P. zo. Tragic Poets that No-body ever heard of * ; and 
in another Place, with great Humour, he calls 

TP. 120. them Two Fairy T. ragedians+ Tho' methinks 
one of them at leaſt ſeems not to be of the 

Race of thoſe little Beings z one would gueſs 
Ariſtolochus, by his Name, to be rather a 


Giant than a Fairy. But let that paſs, — 


Is 


Fc IE. 28: 


w—_, 
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Is he ſure, that neither of theſe Poets can 
be trac'd in old Writers? What does he 


think of the Numerus Ariſto- 


lochius (a) in the nameleſs 
Piece uſually printed with 


Cenſorinus? Does it not come 


from Ariſtoloc bus, a Poet; as 
the Numerus Ariſtophanius in 
the ſame Chapter does from 
Ariſtophanes? But becaule the 
MSS differ in this Paſſage, I 
will not inſiſt upon it. I will 
allow him, for the Preſent, 
that No- body ever heard of 


either of theſe. Tragaedians | | 
but in Phalaris; and I will give him a good 
Reaſon for it: Neither their Works, nor their 
Names were worth preſerving. Pbalaris has 


(a) In the Text, as it lands 
printed now, it is Archebo- 


lion: Upon which Ludovicus 


Carrio has this Note, Verio 
Ariftolochium, Membranæ 4- 


riftodelinm : So that ſome Edi - 


tions ¶ from ſame MSS, I ſup- 
po ſe) have it Ariſtolochium ; 
or if the 
Change without the Authority 
of MSS, was becauſe they 
knew more of this Ariſtolo- 
chus than 1 own 1 do. 


drawn their Characters in ſhort; the one of 


them he calls à very fooliſb 


Fellaw (5), and the other 4 


ſorry Poet, and an impotent Ad- 
ver ſary (c): And the Writings 


of ſuch Men can never. laſt, 


nor even their Names, but by 


the Help of better Writers: And by the Way 


69 Aer Ad 
Ep. 97. 


(e) Kade de rens 


Gανονν, = i. 
8 Ep. 68. 


ditors made this © 


and Mævius 


therefore I would adviſe Dr. Bentley not to 
be too vain upon his Performances. Bavius 
ad a ſcornful Verſe beſtow'd 
upon them by Virgil; and That itſelf would 
have made them ſcandalouſly-well known to 


Poſterity, tho' no one elſe ſhould ever have 


nam' d them. If Sir William Temple ſhould make 
ſuch à ſlighting Mention of Dr. Bentley in 


any of his future Writings, be too will live 


M 2 by 
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+ Diſſert. 
5. 118. 


Dr. Bentley's Diſſertation upon the 
by that Means, and not otherwiſe. Will the 
Dr. expunge out of the Catalogue of Mankind; 


(as his terrible Words are F) all Poets that 
have the ill Luck to be mention*d but once in 


old Authors? I thought, as a Critic, and a 


Philologer, he would have had more Regard 


for an ana} acyopevov. What, at this Rate, will 


become of poor Xenocles and Pythangelus ? 
(Two Tragcadians, juſt of the ſame Size 
with our two fairy ones) whom Ariſtopha- 
nes once mention'd with Contempt, as Phala- 
ris does theſe; and whom (at - leaſt the 
firſt of them) Dr. Bentley will be hard put 


to it to find mention'd by Any-body beſides 


Index. Now I'll un 


him. But not having conſider'd this Piece 


of Hiſtory ſufficiently, 1 will not be poſitive 
in it: There 1s another, in which I have 
ſomewhat better Grounds to go upon; tis 
the Inſtance of Chlonthachonthlus. He was no 
Poet indeed, but pretty near akin to one; a 
Lye-maker by Profeſſion, and a famous Miſre- 
preſenter. Perhaps the Dr. has never heard 
of him to this Day; and-perhaps he*ll know 
as little of him two or three Years hence, as 
he does now: And yet Jaſſure him, he is to be 
met with in a celebrated Greek Author, in 
whom. he lies buried, and unknown to many 
of the great Lights of the Commonwealth of 
Learning, becauſe that good Author has the 
Misfortune to be put out without a good 

* to trace Ariſtolo- 


chus, or Lyſinus, as ſoon as Dr. Bentley ſhall 


Chlonthachonthlus : And when he lights upon 
him, he'll find, that the Author, where he 


zs, is confeſſedly genuine, notwithſtanding he 


men- 


Epiſtles of Phalaris, Examin'd. 


mentions this unheard-of Monſter of a Man, 


whom No-body ever mention'd ſince or be- 
fore him. e 

But Dr. Bentley has a better Objection than 
the Silence of Authors againſt theſe Tragœ- 
dians; he ſays, they could not have a Being 


in Phalaris's Time, becauſe there was then no 


ſuch thing as Tragedy itſelf : Neither the Word 
nor Thing being known, while Phalaris tyran- 
niz d at Agrigentum. But Theis was the 
firſt Inventor of it, who acted his firſt Tragedy 
twelve Years after the Death of Phalaris: And 
both the Name and the Thing were then (and 


165 


not till then) born together. In Oppoſition « Piſter. 
to this, I ſhall endeavour to make out theſe ↄ. go. 


three Things: Firſt, that granting Theſpis 
to have been the Inventor Ss Tragedy, yet 
he found it out early enough for Phalaris 
to have the Uſe of the Word from him : In 
the next Place, that Tragoedy was much 
older than Theſpis; and that he was only 


the Improver, but not the Inventor of it: 


And yet further, that the Word Tragedy was 
more ancient than the Thing, which we now 
underſtand by it. I think theſe three Points 
to be clear beyond Diſpute : If the Reader, 
after I have produc'd my Proots, thinks ſo 
too, he will, I ſuppoſe, have a leſs Opinion 
of Dr. Bentley's Learning and Modeſty than 
even he has already, and be ſomething 
nearer toward thinking theſe Epiſtles ge- 
nuine. 

Let us ſuppoſe for the preſent, that Theſpis 
was the Inventor, (or as Dr. Bentley emphati- 
cally ſpeaks) the firſt Inventor of Tragœdy; 
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166 Dr. Bentley's Diſſertation upon tbe 

tis plain, Phalaris might have the Uſe of the 

Word from him. That Theſpis was cotempo- 

| rary with Solon, Plutarch (a), and DiogenesLaer- 
te) Vit. tius (o) expreſly affirm; telling us yory art1- 
Solon. cularly what paſs'd between SolonandT, edi in 
Relation to the Plays of the latter. And this 
Account of Theſpis's Age our Diſſertator him- 
elf, in his ſoft Epiſtle to 

(c) Negue Theſpis e& qus Dr. Mill (cy allows. Now 
rentur tempeſtate vixit ; nam Solon was Archon Olympiad 


Solonis —_ Fuit. P. 46. XLVI. 3. (d) Phalaris began 


(4) Sefcrates, quoted bY his Reign Ol. LIIL 3, and end- 


Diogenes Laertius in Solon. 


Euſebius, in his Chronieon ed it Ol. LVII. 3. according 


puts it a Year later. to the Account which Dr. 
(e) Diſſert. P. 15. Bentley (e) allows. So that 
between the Beginning of So- 
lon's and the End of Phalaris's Government 

there are full 44 Years: Time enough in 
Conſcience, for the Word Tragedy to come 

from Athens to Agrigent !. And Euſebius's Chro- 

nicon allows near as much Room for it, pla- 

eing the Riſe of Tragedy at the 47th-Olym- 

piad, a little after Solon's Archonſhip. But 

to take our Account at the very lowelt ; let us 
ſuppoſe that Theſpis's firſt Plays were thoſe 

that Solon ſaw, towards the latter End of his 

Life: Solon dy'd at the End of the LIIId, or 

the Beginning of the LIVth Olympiad, accord- 
Vu. ing tothe Account which Plutarch eſpouſes(f); 
Selen.. that is, a Year or two after Phalaris took the 
Tyranny upon him. Take two or three 

Years before Solon's Death, when Theſpis is 
fuppos'd by this low Account firſt to have 
written; and from thence to the End of Pha- 

laris's Reign, there is a Space of about t/ 

| Years, 


{ 
] 
| 
( 
4 
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Years, for Phalaris to hear of Theſpis's Tragœ- 
dies: For it does not 'appear, but that thoſe 


Letters, where the Word Tpayuii occurs, 


might have been written at the very End 
of his. Tyranny. However, let them have 
been written in the Middle, or at the very 


Beginning of it, yet ſtill there will be Time 


enough for Phalaris to learn this new Word 
in. That Pziſſtratus ſei zd the Government of 


Athens ſome Years before Solon's Death, Dr. 
Bentley, I dare ſay, will grant me: That he 
was turn'd out in, or rather before Phalaris's: 


Reign, he will not, J hope, deny me; becauſe 
he has own'd it in Terms, p. 41, of his Diſ- 
ſertation. Allowing then that Solon and The 
pis were cotemporary, there can be no Doubt, 
whether Phalaris might hear of Theſpis's 
G 1 

All that can ſtartle us in the Caſe is the 
Authority of the Arundel Marble, which ſeems 


to fix the acting of Alceſtis, one of Theſpis's 


Plays, about the Goth Olympaid. But that all 
the AÆra's of that Marble are not rightly ad- 
juſted, is certain, for learned Men have prov'd 
it beyond Diſpute: And if there be Miſtakes 
in it, why may not this be one of them? 


when what is ſaid there is contradicted by. 


ſuch an univerſal Concurrence of almoſt all 
the Hiſtory of thoſe Times, which we have 
left? Dr. Bentley, I am ſure, ought not to, 
inſiſt on the Authority of the Marble in this 
Caſe, becauſe he himſelf has quitted it in an 
Inſtance of the like Nature. The Arundelian 
Marble indeed (ſays he) differs from all theſe in 


the Periods of Gelo and Hieroz which would 


I: quite, 


dos 


Dr, Bentley's Diſſertation upon the 


uite confound all this Argumentation fromNotes of 
Time But either that Chronologer is quite out; 
or we can ſafely believe nothing in Hiſtory. Dil- 
ſert. p. 83. The Miſtake of the Marble 
may be in putting Theſp:s's Name inſtead of 
Phrynichus his Scholar: And Alceſtis, the Name 
of the Play, would make one think ſo, which 


Suidas expreſly mentions as one of Phryni- 


chuss; but is no where, that I can find, rec- 
kon'd among Fheſpis's. And ſuch a Miftake 
might eaſily, I ſuppole, ariſe from the Negli- 
gence of the Graver, who, when he had gone 
as far as 4 ο s Otomic 0 Thomrn;, might throw his 
Eye upon a lower Line, where there was an 
Account of Phrynichus's Age; and finding the 


Word Iloinrns there exactly in the fame Si- 


tuation, might think himſelf right, and go 
on with the reſt that follow'd it: Which is a 
Caſe that is known often to have happen'd in 
the Copying of MSS; and may the rather be 
ſuppos' d to have happen'd here, becauſe the 
next Æra in the Marble falls as low as O- 
lympiad 67; before which Time it is not to 
be doubted but the Alceſtis of Phrynicbus (that 
3 who was Theſpis's Scholar) was 

acted. | 
But, without the Help of this Conjecture, 
and without laying aſide the Authority of the 
Marble; what is ſaid there may poſſibly be 
true, and yet Plutarch's and Laertius's Ac- 
counts be true too, and the Epiſtles ge- 
nuine. For ſome of Theſpis*s Plays might be 
acted in Solon's Time, that is, about the 53d 
Olympiad ; and yet his Alcęſtis be ſhown not 
till about the Goth: Which being a Play writ- 
| | | ten 
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ten after great Experience, and when he 
was in his matureſt Judgment, might be the 
beſt of his Works, for ought I, or Dr. Bent- 
ley, can tell, and that by which he carried 
the Prize from his Rivals; and the fitteſt 
therefore to be taken Notice of to Poſterity. 
The Dr. indeed fays, it was his irt; and 
ſays it in ſuch a Manner, as if the Marble 
had faid it before him: But that is only ac- 
cording to his uſual Way of putting Hiſtory 
upon us. All the Inconvenience that ariſes 
from hence, is, that Theſpis muſt then be 
ſuppos'd to have written Plays at the Diſtance 
of at leaſt Seven whole Olympiads: And 
what if he be? There was yet a greater Diſ- 
tance between Ariſtophanes's firſt and his laſt 
Play; even the Interval of Nine entire Olym- 
piads, or 36 Years. And I believe, tis much 
about the ſame Time, ſince Mr. Dryden wrote 
his firſt Play; and the World has lately had a 
very convincing Inſtance, that he is not yet 
diſabled. Should Dr. Bentley pretend 'tis im- 
robable, that if Alceſtis were Theſpis's beſt 
Play, it ſhould not be mention'd by Suidas; 
my Anſwer is, that I think it is as improba- 
ble, that Suidas ſhould not mention it, if it 
were his firſt; and therefore I have told him 
my Opinion before, that it was neither his 
firſt, nor laſt; but Phrynichus's Play erro- 
neouſly apply*d to him by the Marble-Gra- 
ver. 
I have not mention'd Suidas's Teſtimony 
about the Age of Tbbeſpis, becauſe I think it 


of no manner of Conſequence; he being ſo 


often and ſo egregiouſly out in things of this 
Nature, by the Faultineſs of the MSS we now 


have 
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170 Dr. Bentley's Diſſertation wpon the 
| have of him, or the Errors of thoſe Authors 
which he at a Venture tranſcribes. I con- 
feſs, as he ſtands now, he ſeems . uus 
 Theſpis ſomewhat lower than even the Mar- 
ble may be ſuppos'd to do; for he ſays, he 
flouriſh'd z 715 were f Oje, in the 
61ſt Olympiad : But *tis obſervable, that the 
Decades in this Number are not exprels'd by a 
Word, but a Numeral-letter, which is more 
liable to Alteration; and as Z therefore might 
eaſily creep into the Place of a N: The re- 
ſtoring of which would make his Account 
| conſiſtent with better Autho- 
(a) Tragae, ut refs monuit rities (a). However that may 
Meurfius ix Solone graviter be, Dr. Bentley muſt remem- 
errat Sw, qui 2 e ber, that he himſelf has pro- 
Done, fs frikie, Meng, duc d (5) this Account in his 
Comm. in Solon. Letrer after Malala, as con- 
(5) P. 45. ſiſtent with Plutarch's Story, 
which makes Theſpis cotem- 
porary with Selon; and is oblig'd therefore 
to reconcile the one with the other, as much 
as I am: And he muſk remember too, that 
Suidas in the ſame Place tells us, That Th4/- 
pis was the ſixteenth Tragœdian from Epigæ- 
nes Sicyonius; and if he admits this Part of 
his Account, he'll loſe as much by it, as he 
gains by the other.. A 
For whether Theſpis was as ancient as So- 
lon it matters not much, if Tragedy was yet 
more ancient than he: And that it was fo, 
pg there are ſuch plain and pregnant Teſtimo- 
nies as are not to he withſtood, Plato's Words 
on this Occaſion are very remarkable and full. 
Tragedy, ſays he, is of ancient Uſage in this 
Country, nor did it take its Riſe from Thais 
| | an 


Epiſtles of Phalatis, Examii'd: ti 
and Phrynichus, as ſome imagine (it ſeems, 
for Dr. Bentley's Comfort, there were Men 
1 r enough, even in Plato's Time, to 
ink fo) but if you confider the Thing well, you 
will find, that it is extremely © [23% 
ancient (a) : And the Reaſon (2) H & Taye die ir} 
of his introducing this Re- rab bed, de, ds hor), 
flection ſhews, that he thought «#3 Siende. aggajin » 
it almoſt as ancient as Minos. ot n 8 | 
T was aware of this Objection 2 Ken " &c. | 
from the Date of Tragedy, Plato in Minoe. 
when I put out Phalaris; and 
thought therefore that I had 
revented it by a ſhort Note on the 97th 
Epiſtle, where I referr'd the Reader to this 
Paſſage in Plato. Dr. Bentley, who has made 
ſo free an Uſe of many Hints in my Book, 
againſt Phalaris, ſhould not in Juſtice have 
over-look*d this Note, which made ſo ſtrong- 
ly for him: But I find he has the Secret of 
ſeeing nothing in an Author, but what ſerves 
to countenance his own Opinions. 
Plato's Teſtimony needs no Support with 
any Man that juſtly eſteems him; which for 
Fear Dr. Bentley ſhould not, I will praduce 
another Witneſs, whoſe Character and Works, 
I believe, are better known to him: It is Dio- 
genes Laertius; who in his Life of Plato has 
theſe Words, ANTIENTLY (lays he) 
the Chorus did alone ſuſtain the Tragedy ; A F- 
TERW ARDS Theſpis found out One Atter, , 6 
and gave the Chorus time to breath (b): to whom , ;. 
Ty Teayw= 
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Dr. Bentley's Diſſertatian upon the 
Aſcbylus, he tells us, added a Second; and 
Sophocles a Third. So that Tragedy, accor- 
ding to his Opinion too, was more ancient 
than Theſptis ; and he only an Improver of it. 

Laertius's Account falls in exactly with what 
Ariſtotle has ſaid on the ſame Subject, as far 
as Ariſtotle goes; only it is more particular 
and full. Aritotle *, reckoning up the gra- 
dual Advances that had been made towards 
the Perfection of Tragedy, after its firſt 


Eſtabliſhment, tells us, juſt as Laertius does, 


that ÆAſcbylus improv'd it mightily, by bring- 
ing a ſecond Actor on the Stage, and that 
Sophocles perfected. it by the Addition of a 
Third. Theſpis's Invention of a firſt Actor 
is here imply*d alſo, tho? it be not expreſs d: 
and indeed it was not to Ariſtotlès Purpoſe 
to mention it, when he was —— 
Improvements of Tragcedy, as an artifici 

Poem, which had a Fable, and an Action di- 
ſtin& from that of the Chorus; that is in- 
deed, as it came out of the Hands of Theſpis, 
who in this Reſpe& muſt be own*d to have 
been the F — rather than the Improver 
of it. The not conſidering theſe two dif- 
ferent States and Conditions of Tragedy is 
what has bred great Confuſion in the Writ- 
ings of the Criticks, and led Dr. Bentley into 
all his numerous Errors in this Point. If he 
will ſuffer himſelf to be taught by ſo incon- 


ſiderable a Writer as I am, I will endeavour 


to ſet him right, and to give him a clearer 
Account of it. | 


Tra- 
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Tragedy at firſt was 2 an Hymn 
to the Honour of Barcbhus, ſung by a Num- 
ber of Peaſants, after their Vintage was over, 
whilſt the Goat lay bleeding upon the Altar. 
The Company that perform'd this ſacr 

Song, either alternately, or all together, 
as it happen'd, were what in ſueceeding 
Times was calPd the Chorus; in which there- 
fore it muſt be remember*d that the Founda- 
tion of Tragedy was laid. Afterwards the 
Subject of Tragœdy was much alter*d and va- 
ry'd: For the Compoſers of thoſe Songs toge- 
ther with the Praiſes of Bacchus join*d the En- 
comiums of great and famous Perſons, and ſa- 


* 


tyrical Repreofs + alſo of the vitious Men, T 


and Manners of their Times. But ſtill all this 
was-perftorned by the Chorus; and (as Laertins 
- bbſerves) continu'd fo to be till Theſpis's 
Time. He, to pleaſe the Audience, and re- 
lieve the Chorus, brought a ſingle Actor 
upon the Stage; who, at fit Intervals, came 
out from the reſt, and imitated! the Actions 
of ſome illuſtrious Perſon, and retir'd again, 
when the Chorus had taken Breath ; which 
was ſtill the moſt conſiderable: Part of the 
Entertainment. However by this Invention 
a new Turn was given to Tragœdy, the Buſi- 
neſs of the Chorus was leſſen' d, and Part of 
it broughs into the Hands of a ſingle Actor, 
and ſomething like a Plot, or Fable was intro- 
duc'd. AÆAſcbylus improv'd upon this Model, 
and grew ſtill more upon the 
Chorus, by adding a Second * 


Actor, and diverſifying the 2 n 
Fable; and Sophocles at laſt DTS 
compleated the Poem, by the Additon of a 


Thud 
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174 Dr. Bentley's Diſſertation upon the 
Third. And by this Time the Chorus, which 
was at firſt efſential ro Fragady, and did all 
in it, was grown only an acceſſary Orna- 
ment of it; and employ'd to. relieve the 
Actors, in the ſame Manner that the Actors 
were at firſt found out to relieve that. 
Nay, to ſee the Fate of Things, the Chorus, 
which was anciently the Play itſelf, now 
ſerv'd chiefly to repreſent the Spectators, and 
to ſuggeſt ſuch Reflections as they, obſerving 
what palſs'd upon the Stage, might be ſup- 
pos'd to make. . | I 
Tragœdy being now a Thing ſo very diffe- 
rent from what it was before, and Theſpis ha- 

ving made the firſt Step towards this great 
Change, it is no Wonder that he ſhould be 
calPd ſometimes the Author of it; that is, 
.the Author of that Sort of Tragedy, which 
conſiſted in Imitation, and a Fable, ex- 
cluſive to the Neceſſity of a Chorus, and 
which had now, among the Men of Art, who 
ſpake nicely, and reaſon'd ſubtilly about 
Things, almoſt engroſs'd the Name. I ſay, 
excluſive of the Neceſſity of a Chorus: For 
tho*, in Remembrance of the firſt Riſe of 
Tragedy, and in Compliance with the Cere- 
monies of Religion, the Chorus was ſtill re- 
tain'd; yet it came in only by the Bye as it 
were, and the Action, upon which the Play 

turn'd, was entire and perfect without it. 
What was ſaid of Tragedy then in the 
{econd and more confin'd Senſe of the Word, 
Dr. Bentley in his great Wiſdom and Learning 
took as ſaid of it at large; and pronounc'd 
at a Venture that there was no ſuch Thing as 
Tragedy before Theſpis's Time, becauſe there 
was 


. a pom ao. 8 8 


S 


* 
out of the Depth of his Reading, produces on 
this Occaſion, are far from countenancing his 
raſh Aſſertions. At firſt Sight indeed he 
might think they did; but a ſecond Thought 


Epiſtles of Phalaris, Eximin'd, 
was no ſuch Thing as that Sort of Tragedy 


which Theſpis invented; which is as if 1 


ſhould fay, the Nalians firſt found out Opera's, 
a baſtard Sort of Tragcedy, in theſe latter 
Days; and therefore the Halians firſt found 
out Tragedy. There is no Difference in the 
Caſe but this, that what the [talians did was 


a Debaſement of Tragcedy, whereas Theſpis's 


Invention was an Improvement of it: But 
ſtill Tragedy itſelf was equally before the 
Improvement of the One, and the Debaſe- 


ment of the Other. : 


Our Critic was not contented to make bu 


one Miſtake on this Point; he has doubled 


it, * urging alſo a miſtaken Authority for 
*or thoſe Verſes of Horace, which he, 


(and ſuch Thoughts, one of his Greek Proverbs 
ſays, are the beſt) would have inform'd him, 
that Horace had expreſs'd himſelf with the 


utmoſt Caution in this Matter ; and diſtin- 


guiſh'd critically between that Sort of Tra- 
gœdy, which was before Theſpis's Time, and 
that which Theſprs himſelf introduc'd. 


Tonotum Tragice Genus inveniſſe Camena 


Dicitur, & Plauſtris vexiſſe Poemata Theſpis. 


It was Ignotum Genus Tragicæ Camænæ, an un- 
known Rind of Tragic Poetry, which Theſpis 
found out; and that implies, I think, that 
there was another Kind of tragic Poetry in 
Uſe before him. And that this is no = 

u- 
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476 Dr. Bentley's Diſſertation upon the 
Interpretation of the Words, made to ſerve 
a Turn, the Dr. may be ſatisfied, if he plea- 
ſes to conſult the Commentators on the Place: 
They are not in Greek indeed, but they ſpeak 
as good Senſe, as if they were; and ſome of 
the beſt of them give this very Account of i it. 
. — . Bottom we can anſwer for all 
the unwary Expreſſions, that may have dropt 
at any Time from the Pens of old Writers, 
nin Relation to Theſpis; particularly for the 
* In the Paſſage in Plutarch*, where he repreſents 
Life of 7. beſpis,and thoſe of his Time as zexopeves xivelv 
Solon. 1 TpaYuliav. What he means — that am- 
biguous Phraſe, may be diſputed; whether it 
be not, that they firſt gave Life and Motion 


to Tragedy, as they certainly did, by taking 


it in ſome Meaſure out of the Hands of the 

Chorus, and making it an imitative, or dra- 

matic Poem: But whatever he means, I think 

I have prov'd, that he could not mean, con- 

Gſtently with Hiſtory, that there was no ſuch 

thing as Tragœdy of any Kind before the 

Days of Theſpis. I add, that neither could 

he mean this, and be conſiſtent with him- 

ſelf: For he expreſly tells us in another 

+ Is the Place +, that the Acting of Tragcœdies was 

— 4 3 one Part of the funeral Solemnities which 

eleu'. the Athenians perform'd at the Tomb of 
Theſeus. 

The Reader may remember a Reflection 
quoted from Velleius Paterculus towards the 
Beginning of this Diſcourſe, where Homer is 
repreſented. as the Author of Epic Poetry, 
and Archilachas of Tambicks, or the Epode : 
not that they were either of them ſo, ſtrictly 


| ſpeaking ; for Ariſtotle ſeems to ſay, that there 
were 
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were many Epic Poems before Homer, tho? 
they happen'd to be loſt; and that Homer's 
Margites was written, interchangeably in He- 
roic and Jambic Verſe, long before Archilo- Hephaftis 
chus. Paterculus's Meaning was, or ſhould en ſays 
have been, that they each of them brought 05% 
the ſeveral Sorts of Poetry they practis'd, and F 
which before them were rough and unfiniſh*d, 
to ſuch a Degree of Perfection, as that they 
juſtly deſerv'd to be call'd the Fathers of 
them. And in this Senſe it is that we muſt 
underſtand thoſe Authors, who make Theſpis 
the Inventor of Tragœdy; or allow, that they 
ſpake inconſiderately, and againſt the clear 
Truth of Hiſtory. I queſtion not, but ſome 
Hundreds of years hence, Butler will be thought 
the Author of Engliſh Burleſque ; tho' there 
were many little Things written in thatWay, 
before his Hudibras : But he having ſo far 
outſtripp'd thoſe that wrote before him, and 


i carried that Sort of Verſe up to ſuch a Pitch 
of Excellence, will probably be eſteem'd 
F and call'd the Inventor of it; and his Prede- 
. ceſſors not be thought worth mentioning, or 
4 remembring. | 
. By this Time ] hope the Reader is ſatisfied, 
by that two of the three Points, which Dr. Bent- 
7 ley has advanc'd on this Head, are altogether 


miſtaken ; that, allowing Theſp:s to have been 
the Author of Tragedy, yet he might have 
invented it Time enough tor Phalaris to hear 
of it; and that Theis was not the firſt, but 
(to comply with the Dr's Manner of ſpeak- 
J's ing) the ſecond Inventor of it. His third 


My Aſſertion is yet more extravagant, and fur- 
uy ther from all Colour of Truth, than either of 
ere | N — 
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p. 40. 
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the former: It will be eaſy to confute it, if 
we can but underſtand it. 3 
Neither was the Name of Tragedy (lays he“) 
more ancient than the Thing — What does he 
mean? Names T thought were invented to 


ſignify Things; and that the Things them- 


ſelves therefore muſt be before the Names by 
which they are call'd : But he opens himſelf, 
—as ſometimes it happens when an 61d Word is 
borrow*d and apply'd to a new Notion. Right! 
it ſometimes happens that a Werd is older 


than the Thing to which it is apply'd ; but 


Names can never be before the Things they 
belong to. But to forgive him this Want of 
Exactneſs, among a Thouſand ; I agree per- 
fectly with him, that the Word Tragœdy was 
not more ancient than the Thing; they were, 
as he ſays, born together, or at leaſt pretty 
near.one another : But for that very Reaſon [ 
inter, that the Vord Jragœdy was long be- 
fore Theſprs, becauſe I have prov'd that the 
Thing itielf was: And he could not therefore 
favour 7 dann more, than by allow- 
ing that they were born together. However, 
this Twin-birth muſt be underſtood of Tra- 
gœdy in its firſt Infant State, as it took its 
Riſe from the Dstbyrambicks of Bacchus; for 
the Name of Tragœdy was undoubtedly more 
ancient than the Thing, that is now, or has 
generally been for two thouſand Years under- 
frood by it. It cannot reaſonably be que- 
$1014, but that thoſe Bacchic Hymns they ſung 
in Chorus round their Altars (from whence 
the regular Tragœdy came) were call'd by 
this Name; the Etymology of the Words ſhews 
thatit belong'd to them; tor whether it be - 
| | rivꝰ 
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riv?d from 7507 [vindemia] or from Tex yO- 
_ [hircus], join'd with od in which the Gram- 
marians are divided*) either 
Way it very naturally ex- There is a third Ety- 
preſſes ſome of the greatCir- mology of the Word from 
cumſtances of that Solemni- We the Lees of —— 2 
ty: According to its firſt % : But the Realon of it 
Derivation, it points out the falls in "_ that of the firſt, 


Time of it, which was upon | 


Offering of which theſe Odes were ſung. "5 359%" 
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8 But as to this we are in the dark, and 


; have only Probabilities to guide us ; it may 
, with more Aſſurance be ſaid, that under the 
1 Word . both Tragœdy and Comœdy 
e 


* 
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— 


were at firſt comprehended: Which double 

Uſe of the Word continu'd alſo, after theſe 
e two Sorts of Dramatic Poetry were ſuffici- 
[a 


ently diſtinguiſh'd; as we may learn from (a) A9 5 


a 
* 
a 
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, Atheneus (a), from Ariſtophanes, and his Scho- 
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as rev Xewiodas Tas eig And again in his Notes on this Verſe in 
» as LOHKEE,—d&:w85 YOUNG, Kg ,- n int TevywIor] art} T2, e- 
e. „S. 2 xa Ty Kujws ic, & c. p. 476. And in the 12th Book of 

Athenzens, c. 13.thereis a Fragment of Ariffophanes's PHPYT AAHZ 
Ng preſerv'd, whereTexyo0% ſignifies a Comedian, — wgura Hil- Eavougiuy 
CE — A To TgayuSur. The ſame Word Tęvynd la ignifies Tragedy 
by properly ſo called, in this Paſſage of Ariſtophanes, auto; ꝙ h ava- 
8 gn ror T ο,ν (AXAPN. Ad. 2. Sc. 3.) for this is ſpo- 
Je- ken of Euripides. Beſides theſe, there are two other Paſſages in the 
, 4 Prolegomena to Ariflophanes : ru aurny 98 L. e. nupyTies] x) Tov 


vlc po, dic To, & c. Prol. ad Ariſt. Tees Kwpwd' —t5 d Tavthy 
ire Y Teaywd ian, wor Yονν t Twa Gra, ö TuYia Ng 
xepydu Ibid. (c) Hejych. in Voce revywd:a, 

N 2 
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and Comedy was more ancient than The/p7s, 


(a) P.140, as I have prov'd before (a) in theſe Papers; 


141. 


(a) Box g 9 46 lan 6% 
pa Guy WaTee it pains 


it is clear that the Word Tragedy was be- 
fore Theſpis too. I will detain the Reader no 
longer upon ſo plain and known a Point, and 
which I did not think any Man, that had the 
leaſt Skill in theſe Matters, would have put 
me to the Trouble of proving. | 
I have mention'd once or twice the early 
Mixture of Satyr and Ridicule that crept mto 
this ſerious Poem; it certainly did ſo, and 
continued very long in it, even after Comce- 
dy ſet up for a diſtinct Sort; and it is to be 
thought, even to the Days of Theſpis himſelf; 
if not afterwards. His moveableStage, aCart, 
was not probably free from thatScurrility and 
Buffoonery which were ſo uſually utter*d from 
| that Place, that *Fanafcn, 
and () ig en Ayu, be- 
came proverbial Expreſſions 


Demoſth. contra AÆſch. f. 37. for Satyr and Jeering. I de- 


| ſire this may be obſervꝰd, be- 
cauſe it gives us an eaſy and natural Account 
of that Expreſſion in Phalaris [ur tus vd, 
7yeuPew] which Dr. Bentley has made ſuch hi- 
deous Work with: For the Meaning of that 


is no more than this, that they wrote Lampoons, 


or Satyrical Verfes upon him; with which 
the Tragœdies before and about his Time 


(1 have faid) were uſually twiſted. So that 


tho* Phalaris could not be the Argument of Tra- 
dy while he liv' d, (as our Critic learnedly ob- 
jects) yet lie might be the Argument of that 


Sort of Satyr which uſually accompanied Tra- 


gœdy: And the Dr. may perhaps, before he 


dies, have a convincing Proof, that a Man 
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may be the Subject of ſuch Tragœdies, while 
he is living. 1. 5 

And now, upon the Whole, is not Dr. Bent- 
ley a moſt diſcreet Writer? Who has choſen 
out ſuch an Argument to prove Phalaris \ oh 
rious, as his beſt Friends would have pitch'd 
upon to prove him genuine? for reaywdia in 
theDays of Phalaris took into its Signification 
ſomewhat of a Lampoon, or abuſive Copy of 

Verſes, according to the Uſe of it in the Epi- 

ſtles: But it had nothing of that Senſe in the 

Sophiſt's Time, let the Dr. place him as high 

as he can. 

I have nothing more to ſay to the Dr. up- 
on any of his Arguments againſt the Autho- 
rity of Phalaris ; I have conſider'd them all 
with great Fairneſs, I am ſure ; and, I fear, 
with more Exactneſs than they will be 

thought to deſerve. I will not follow his 
Pattern fo far, as to ſhut up theſe Reflections 
by ſaying, that I have had too much Regard to 
him in giving him the Honour and Patience of ſo | 
long an Examination The Regard I had» pigert, 


hs was to myſelf, and to thoſe excellent Perſons, p. 55. 
. who were injur'd on my Account; and, to 

it do Right to them, averſe as I am to Em- 

5, ployments of this Nature, I could think no 

ch Trouble too great, no Taſk too mean. 

\e If I am capable of judging either of Dr, 

at Bentley's Performances, or my own, the Caſe 

. ſtands thus between us: Of the ve general 

p- Arguments he has produc'd, the four firſt are 

at evidently againſt him; neither the Dialect, 


4 nor the Age of the Greek, nor the Way of count- 
he 1g by Talents, nor the Matter and Buſineſs of 
an the Letters, can in the leaſt ſhock a conſidering 
ay N 3 Rea- 
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Reader; the only Point that can poſſibly 
prejudice him, is that of their lying hid for a 
Thouſand Years: And how far I have taken off 
the Force of this Objection the World muſt 
judge. | 
. his particular Proofs, That which re- 
lates to the Tons is ſo involv'd in Obſcurity, 
that I muſt own *tis perfectly clear*d on nei- 
ther Side: That three of them, notwithſtand- 
ing what he has ſaid, may be as old as Pha- 
laris, I think I have made out; and for the 
Fourth, Tauromenium, I have ſhewn that the 
fingle Author he depends upon gives incon- 
ſiſtent Accounts of it: And ſhould either of 
thoſe Accounts be admitted, I have further 
ſhewn, that the Epiſtles no where neceſſarily 
imply, that there was ſuch a Town when they 
were written. 

The Proverbs and Expreſſions found in later 
Authors, are ſuch flight and inſignificant Ob- 
jections, that *tis no Piece of Vanity to ſay, 
I have effectually remov'd them. | 

And as to his Words of Art; the firſt of 
them, about the Thericlean Cups, has indeed a 
Shew of Proof, but no Proof at the Bottom; 
the next, taken from the Term Philoſophy, 
has not ſo much as the Shew of a Proof, and 
the laſt, from Tragedy, is indeed a Proof, and 
i good one; but it makes directly againſt 

im. | 
There are then in his whole Diſſertation 


but three Points, that can be thought to affect 


the Epiſtles even by a careleſs Reader; That 
of their lying hid for a Thou ſand Years, that ot 
Tauromenium, and that of Thericles : Of * 

5 the 
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the two firſt he borrow'd from me (a), with- 
out acknowledging the Debr, or making the (a)--- St uf 
leaſt Improvement of either; the Laſt he was ©* aul 


Man 


probably ſo happy as to light upon in turning Phelari; 
a Dictionary: All that Glitter of Quotations, ire ve»- 
with which he ſhines upon this Article, Was 4 /#4s. 
drawn from honeſt Heſychius,one of the great A ee 


, : acile po- 

Storehouſeg of his Alphabetical Learning, JP T3. 
; ter 3 a 
Firo tam infigni ſcriptæ, & in ſuo genere abſolute, ultra mille an- 
nos ignotæ penitus latere 

Auod fi vera refert Diodorus Siculus Tauromenium, ad cyzus 
ciues bic Aut ſeribit, & conditam fuiſſe, & eo nomine doratgm 
poſl Nax um a Dionyſio Funiore dirutam. adtun, oft de Phaluridiè Ji- 


tuo, & ruit omnis male ſuftentata Conjecturis Autboritas. Pref. 


Phalar. | 


The only thing in his Piece, that is clear- 
ly made out, and may ſeem material, is his 
roof of Ocellus Lucanus's being genuine: 
But *tis ſuch an one, as proves at the fame 
Time that Phalaris too may be genuine, and 
deftroys the Force of all he has ſaid upon 
the Article of the Dialect; and is fo far from 
being zew and his own, (as he has the Mo- 
deſty to pretend) that *tis taken Word for 
Word out of an Author (2) that writ above (5) Vizza- 
fifty Years ago; the Scarcity of whoſe Book, xs. 
and the Probability of not being trac'd, en- 
courag*d him to ſet up for a Diſcoverer. 
This is a ſhort and true Account of Dr. 
Bentley's whole Performance: It he be of O- 
pinion, that I have undervalu'd any of his 
Arguments, 1 am willing, weary, as I am, to 
try them upon another Sul ject; to propoſe 
them in their natural Light and Force, and 
{ce whether he will admit the Concluſion. 
N 4 It 
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Dr, Bentley's Diſſertation upon the 


F Dr. Bentley's Diſſertations ſhould outlive 
|| ſome Centuries, which I am far from 
thinking they will ; and ſhould be read,which 
I am ſtill farther from ſuſpecting: And ſhould 
the Criticks of ſucceeding Ages ſtart an im- 
pertinent Diſpute, whether they: be genuine 
or not; JI am of Opinion as ſtrong and con- 
cluding Arguments may be brought to prove 
them ſpurious and falſly afcrib*d to Dr. Bentley, 
as any the Dr. has us'd to ſhew the Letters 
now in Debate to be a Thouſand Years later 
than Phalariss They may carry the Dr's 
Name in the Front of them, as the Letters do 
that of the Tyrant; but thoſe who examine 
them cloſely, and try them by the Rules of 


Criticiſm, which the Dr. has here eſtabliſh'd, 


will eaſily diſcover the Impoſture, Eor we 
will ſuppoſe, that after thoſe Papers have lain 
hid and neglected for ſome Ages, they may 
unluckily fall into the Hands of a Critic, who 
has Leiſure and ill Nature enoughto trouble 
himſelf and the World with a nice Enquiry, 
whether they are genuine, or not: I think 
he would, or might, in Dr. Bentley's Way 
and Manner, and for the moſt Part in his very 
Words too, argue againſt their being truly 


* The his to whom they are aſcrib'd *. “ The 
tines that * Sophiſt, whoever he was, that wrote theſe 
have Com- © Jopſe Diſſertations in the Name and Cha- 


#:4'5 ON 
the hide 


„ racter of Dr. Bentley, (give me Leave to 


are in Dr. ſay this now which I ſhall prove by and 
Bentley's e by) had not ſo bad an Hand at humouring 
own Lane «© and perſonating, but that ſome may be- 


Sdags. 
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« ljeve it is the Librarian himſelf who talks 
„ ſo big; and may not diſcover the Aſs un- 


« der the Skin of that Lyon (a) in Criticiſm (e] Piſſer. 
and Philology.“ < But I ſhallſexamine _ 


„ Bentley's Title to theſe Diſſertations, and 
< ſhall not go to diſpoſſeſs him by an arbi- 
e trary Sentence in his own dogmatical Way, 
** but proceed with him upon a lawful Evi- 
denee, and a fair impartial Tryal. And I 
am very much miſtaken in the Nature and 
„Force of my Proofs, if ever any Man here- 
« after, that reads them, perſiſt in his Opi- 
nion of making Dr. Bentley the Author of 


& theſe Criticiſms (5). | ls) Ibid. 
Had all other Ways fail'd us of detecting? 3 


6, this Impoſtor, yet his very Speech had be- 


c tray'd him, for it is neither that of a Scho- 


<« lar, nor an Engliſoman; neither Greek 
« Latin, nor Engliſb, but a Medley of all 
ce three: He had forgot that the Scene of 
. theſe Writings was London, where the Eu- 
« gliſ Tongue was generally ſpoken and 
written; as, beſides other Teſtimonies, 
« the very thing ſpeaks itſelf in the Re- 
« mains of London Authors, as the Gazet:ies, 
the Caſes written by London Divines, and 
« others. How comes it to paſs then that 
<« our Dr. writes not in Engliſb, but in a Lan- 
e guage farther remov'd from the true En- 
« gliſb Idiom than the Doric Greek was from 


« the Attic (a)? Why does Dr. Bentley, an (c) mid. 
Engliſhman, write a new Language, which. 49, 41. 


no Engliſhman, before ever wrote, or ſpoke ? 
How comes his Speech neither to be that 
of the Learned, nor that of his Country ? But 
a mix*d parti-colour'd Dialect, form'd ene 

| | oth? 
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p. 41. 


Dr. Bentley's Diſſertation upon the 


both? 5 Pray, how came that Idiom to be 


* the Court-language at St. Fames's * ? 

But ſhould we allow, that in ſome paſt Age 
ſuch a Manner of Speech might have pre- 
vaiPd among Emngliſbmen ; yet there will ftill 
lie another Indictment againſt the Credit 
of theſe Diſſertations, on the Account of 
e the Engliſb of the true Age of Dr. Bentley 
© not being there repreſented z but a more 
& recent Idiom and Style, that by the whole 
Thread and Colour of it betrays itſelf to 


be written in an Age very diſtant from his. 


Every living, Language, like the perſpiring 
« Bodies of living Creatures, is in perpetual 
« Motion and Alteration ; which in Tract of 
Time makes as obſervable a Change in the 
« Air and Features of a Language, as Age 
„ makes in theLines and Mien of a Face. All 
C are ſenſible of this in their own native 
« Tongues,where continualUſe makes every 


«© Man a Critic : So that there is no Eugliſb- 


+ Diſſert. «: 


7. 57. 


« man but thinks himſelf able from the very 
« Turn and Faſhion of the Style to diſtin- 
* guiſh a freſh Compoſitian from another an 
& hundred Years old T. Now when we 
compare theſe Diſſertations with the Writings 
of Archbiſhop Tillotſon, Bp. Sprat, Sir Willi- 
am Temple, and others, we find the Style of 


that Age had a quite different Turn and Fa- 


ſhion from that of our Diſſertator. Should! 
« affirm that I know the Novity of theſe Diſ- 
<< ſertations from the whole Body and Form 
of the Work; none perhaps would be con- 
4 vinc'd by it, but thoſe that, without my 
Indication, could diſcover it by themſelves. 
* I ſhall let that alone then, and point out 

only 
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60 only a few Marks and Moles in them, 
4 which every one that pleaſes may know 


« them by ** In the r4th Page, the moſt * Diſſer. 
timid; for which the Ancients would have ?. 52. 


ſaid, the moſt doubiful, or ſcrupulous In the 
46th, Negoce; for which they would have 
ſaid Dealing, Commerce, or Intercourſe : In the 
47th, repudiated their vernacular Idiom; fot 
which they would have ſaid, laid afide their 
Motber-Tongue :In the 16th Page, a fmall Doſe 
of Sagacity ; fot which they perhaps would 
have ſaid a fmall Share: In the 59th, Manufa- 
Hure, for the forging of a Story; never us'd 
by the Ancients in that Senſe, but always for 
the Work of the Hand, not that of the Brain. 
They that will make the Search, may find 


more of this Sort, as brittle Compliments, (a), (a) P. 22. 


incurable Botches (b), broaching of Expreſſions (e), 


topping off Branches of Evidence (d), a Scene of % P. 20. 
putid Formality (e); Men ſpringing up like Mu- (e) P. 58. 
fbrooms out of rotten Paſſages of Authors (H, and (P. 11 


many others of the ſame Strain: But I ſup- 
% poſe theſe are ſufficient to unmaſk the re- 
cent Sophift under the Perfon of the old 


Librarian (g). (2) P. 53. 


But were it poſſible to produce an Author 
of the ſame Country and Age with Dr. Bent- 
ley, who wrote in the Language of this Diſſer- 
tation, yet ſtill it is abſurd to think that one 
of his Education, Character, and Station 
ſhould be the Author of it. For Dr. Bentley 
is known to have appertain*d to the Family 
of a Right Reverend Prelate, who was the 
Great Ornament of that Age; to have had an 
Univerſity-Education, and to have convers*d 
much in the City, and at Court; and 2 
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theſe Advantages, he could not but be more 
refin'd than the Writer of this Piece of Cri- 
ticiſm ; who by his Manner of exprefling him- 
ſelf ſhews, that he was taken up with quite 
other Thoughts and different Images — 
thoſe that uſe to fill the Heads of ſuch as 
have had a learned and liberal Education. 
For this Sophiſt is a perfect Dorian in his 
Language, in his Thoughts, and in his Breed- 
ing. The familiar Expreſſions, of taking one 

(a) P. 27. zrippiug (a), coming off with @ whole Skin (b), 
(% P. 32. minding his Hits (c), a Friend at a Pinch (d), 
(% P. 36. Coing to Blows (e), ſetting Horſes together (F), 
(e) P. y. and going to Pot (g); with others | borrow'd 
(/) P. 65. from the Sports and Employments of the 
CP. 63. Country, ſhew our Author to have been ac- 
cuſtom'd to another Sort of Exerciſe, than 

that of the Schools. | 
Some Perſons perhaps may gratuitouſly 
c undertake to apologize for Dr. Bentley a- 
* Diſſert. « bout this Matter of the Diale& * : They 
P-43- may plead in his Behalf, that he was born in 
ſome Village remote from Town, and bred 
among the Peaſantry while young ; and for 
that Reaſon might ever after have a Twang 
of the Country Dialect. Now if any one 
knew an expreſs Teſtimony that he was 
* bred in the Country, he can teach me 
more than I at preſent remember. This 
+P: 45. 1 know in 22 + from Anthony Wood, 
and others, that many have come from the 
Employments of the Country to be Doctors 
in the Univerſity; and ſo he may come 
<« in among the reſt. But then muſt his Lan- 
| « guage be ever afterwards Doric, becauſe 
* Tbid, he had once Footing ina Country Navy, : ? 
NC 
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The ſame Author tells us of ſeveral born and 
bred in the Country, who yet in Proceſs of 
Time have learnt to ſpeak a different Dialect 
from that of their Mother-village. ** Why 
then muſt Dr. Bentley's Dialect ſtill needs 
« be Doric? And that ſo tenaciouſly, that 
<< twenty Years living in the Univerſitiesand 
City could not at all alter it in one of that 


« Education Þ ? ** He was part of that Time P. 46. 


a Library-keeper to a learned Dean, and af- 
terwards to his Majeſty ; a Member of one 
Univerſity, and a Sojourner in the other; a 
Chaplain in Ordinary to the King, and a Tu- 
tor in extraordinary to a young Gentleman: 
* and could not that perpetual Negoce and 
“ Converſe with Gentlemen and Scholars 
bring his Mouth by Degrees to ſpeak a lit- 
e tle tiner 2 Would not he that aim'd at the 
„Reputation of a polite Scholar, and for 
that Reaſon had apply'd himſelf in a par- 
« ticular Manner to the Belles Lettres, have 
% quitted his old Country Dialect, for that of 
„Londoner, a Gentleman, and a Scholar? 
And not, by every Word he ſpake, make 
the ridiculous Diſcovery of his being a 


— = = — 
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perfect Stranger“ to all polite Learning, * P. 46. 


and Gentleman-like Converſation ? 

« But let us hear a ſecond Apology that 
% may be made for the Dori/m of Dr. Bent- 
ey: He may perhaps be defended from 
the like Practice of others, who being Lon- 
<« doners born or bred, have repudiated the 
« vernacular Idiom of the City for that of 
the Country, as Sir Roger L' Eftrange in his 
« #ſop's Fables, Sir John Suckling in his Bal- 
lad, and Mr. Dryden in his Harveſt _ 
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190 Dr. Bentley's Diſſertation upon the 
_ ©©.So that tho? Dr. Bentley be ſuppos'd to be u 
<< Native of Londen, or bred liberally, yet 
« here is an Excuſe for his quitting the City 
„Language. For I conceive with Submiſſi- 
< on, that this Argument is built upon fuch 
< Inſtances as are quite aliene from the Cafe 
of our Diſſertator. For Doric might in- 
„ deed be proper for Fables, or Ballads, 
« where Brutes, or Peaſants are brought in 
« ſpeaking; or for Scotch Songs, and the 
« Chorus of a Comedy, on the Account of 
* the Doric Muſic : But it has not Grace and 
& Majeſty enough for the Subject Dr. Bent- 
ey is engag*d in. What Affinity then is 
<« there between Dr. Bentley's Caſe, and that 
« of Writers of Fables, Ballads, and Come- 
dies? What mighty Motives can here be 
for aſſuming a foreign Dialect ? His Pieces 
<< are dated in the midſt of London, directed 
< to the very next Street, addreſs*'d to aSche- 
c lar, about a Controverſy in Criticiſm, de- 
< ſign'd for the View of Men of Literature, 
and not written to expreſs the Humour of 
* the Country, or to entertain Men of low 
Rank and Character. If any will ſtill ex- 
r cuſe the Dr. for Dorizing in theſe Circum- 
« ſtances, *tis hard to deny them the Glory 
<« of being the humbleſt of his Admirers an 
(a) Diſſer. Vaſſals (a)). | 
p. 50. 51. The ſame Apology that is made for the 
Doric-Way of ſpeaking, may perhaps be urg'd 
alſo in Favour of that Mix d Language which 
runs throughout theſe Diſſertations. The 
| _ of Alexander Bendo by the Earl of R- 
- cheſter, the Pedant in Ben Johnſon, and other 
Writers of Comedies, do ſhew, that the _ 
thor 
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thor of thoſe Reflections, tho? he carries this 


Way of ſpeaking farther than any ever before 


him did, is not fingular in the Uſe of it : But 
this Plea alſo will admit of a ready Anſwer; 
that tho* this Manner of ſpeaking may be pro- 
per for Mountebanks and Pedants, whoſe Bu- 
ſineſs it is to appear learned to the ignorant, 
yet that does not juſtify the Uſe of it by one, 
who was reckon'd a Scholar in a Diſcourſe 
addreſs'd only to Scholars. Tis very 
e ſtrange that a Critic, and ſuch a Critic as 
Dr. Bentley, ſhould ſo doat on the Dialect 
6 prong to Pedantry who was ſo eminent- 
* 1y 


ico — the Hater of Pedants (a)? And (a) Diſſer. 


194 


fo well known to be ſo, that even our So- 41. 


phiſt in theſe very Diſſertations repreſents 
him as one whoſe Aim, Profeffion, and Im- 
ployment it was to pull off the Diſguiſe from 
thoſe little Pedants, that have ſtallt ſo long a- 


bout, in the Apparel of Heroes (*). (*) Ibid. 
<« But I love to deal ingenuouſly and will p. 29. 


&* not conceal one Argument, which thoꝰ it 
vill not do the Work, let it go however as 


tar as it can (5), in favour of their Opinion (3) P. 25. 


who may aſcribe thoſe Diſſertations to Dr. 
Bentley. There is ſtill extant a Letter of Dr. 
Bentley's to the Reverend and Learned Dr. Mill 


whichis confeſs'd to be genuine, in which there 


are frequent Scraps of Greek intermix*d with 
Latin; which might give Occaſion to our So- 
phiſt to think that a Cento of different Lan- 
guages was a Characteriſtic of this Author: 
But the Cafe of this Epiſtle is widely different 
from that of theſe Differtations. For the 
Author of the Epiſtle writing to one who 
had a particular Value for the Greet Toney 
| ew 
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ſhew'd an excellent Judgment in paſſing ſuch 
a Compliment on that Language, as to uſe it 
inſtead of Latin, even where Latin would have 
done as well. But beſides, he had Occaſion to 
expreſs himſelf in Terms of Archneſs and 
Waggery, which the Latin Tongue would 
not come up to. For Fobannule was not in Uſe; 
and therefore 'Iwawidio, or Little Facky, was 
the only Word that could ſerve to expreſs 
that in Short, which the Latius cannot ſay 
but by a Periphraſis: Whereas theſe Diſſer- 
tations were deſign'd for the Benefit of Eu- 
gliſb Readers, who had as great an Eſteem 
for their own Tongue, as either for Greek, 
or Latin; and the uncouth Words here in- 
terſpers'd do not add any Beauty to theStyle, 
nor do they convey the Author's Thoughts to 
our Underſtanding with more Diſpatch, or 
Clearneſs than plain Eugliſb would do. 
l doubt not but our Sophiſt had that Letter 
(a) P. 36. of Dr. Bentley, to Dr. Mill before his Pen (a), 
when he counterfeited theſe Diſſertations in 
the Name of that Reverend Doctor. For ' tis 
very obſervable that the Preface of this Let- 
ter to Mr. Wotton is borrow'd from the Pre- 
face of that to Dr. Mill; which begins with 
the Author's remembring a Diſcourſe be- 
tween him and Dr. Mill about 
(5) Or Malelas, or Mala- Malela (6), and a Promiſe 
la, or Malalas: For that that Dr. Bentley had upon that 


weightyControverſy about the 1 
right Spelling this Ward is Occaſion made to his F riend, 
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wot yet fully decided. of which he was to acquit 
himſelf in that Letter : This 

our Sophiſt tranſcribes, changing only the 
Names, and aſcribes it to the ſame Dr. Bent- 

ley. Had that Dr. really wrote theſe Diſſer- 


tations, 


Words; I had this, fweeteſtSir, 


- Epiſtles of Phalaris, Examin'd, 
tations, his Invention was not ſo narrow and 
ſtinted, that he ſhould be forc'd to borrow 
from himſelf; eſpecially having ſo large an 
Acquaintance, as he appears to have, had, 
with Works of the ſame Stamp and Character 
with the Epiſtle he was writing; as Prefaces, 
Prolegomena, Apparatus's, Introductions, &c. 
But it was natural enough for a Sophiſt, in 
his Mocł-Bentley, to filch an Exordium from 


the undiſputed Writings of the true Dr. Bent- 
7 


Oo. | ak, 
The ſame Letter to Dr. Mill, which has 
furniſh'd us already with one Detection of the 


Impoſture, will, if ſtrictly examin*d, make a 
ſecond Confeſſion from theſe 


to ſay of Alcmaeon, and Alc- 
mæonides which 1 preſume no 
Man ever ſaid before me; for 1 
do not like their Ways, who, be- 


ing pitiful Fackdaws,by begging 
here and there a Feather, pretend 


Hæe habui, Mill: Jucun- 


diſſime, quæ de Alcmæone & 


Alcmæon ide, ore, ut opinor, 
alio indicta dicerem: Non 
enim placet eorum ratio, qui, 
cum mere Corniculæ ſint, 
emendicatis hinc inde Plumis 
germanos Pavones ſe polli- 


zo ſet themſebves off for right ge- centur. F. 20. 


nuine Peacocks. Now here 


again am I concern'd for our Sophiſt, that he 


eis taken tripping. . For he values himſelf 


© highly, and expects great Thanks for a Diſco- P. 47+ 


O r about Ocellus Lucanus, which had 


been long before made and publiſh'd by Vix- 
zanius, in his Edition of that Author; and 
whence *tis evident it was tranſcrib*d by our 
Sophiſt into his Diſſertation. Now would 
Dr. Bentiey, who profeſſes himſelf ſuch an E- 
nemy to borrowing, have thus plum'd him- 
ſelf in borrow'd Feathers? © It is a very 


© notable Diſcovery, and we are much 
| O « oblig*d 
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Dr. Bentley's Diſſertation upon the 
ce oblig*d to the Author of it: But then there 
« was either a ſtrange jumping of, good 
« Wits, or the Diſſertator is a ſorry Plagia- 
« ry. What ſhall we fay to this Matter? 
«© Dr. Bentley had the Character of a Man of 


* Probity and Parts, who had neither In- 


(«) P. 33. 


Ne for 


norunt, Pauli me Leopardi 
Scrinia compilare exiſtiment. 


Ep. P- 4+ 


« clination nor Need to filch the Sayings of 
« others (a) . Thoſe muſt be unacquainted 
with his Character, who think we would ſay 
in his own Name what he found ſaid to his 
Hands. 
ſeveralThings very proper to his Purpoſe, leaſt 

perchance (ſays he) thoſe, who 
te qui Me minds are not ſo well acquainted with 
me, ſhould think, Ihad plunder d 
| the Hſcritoire f Paulus Leopar- 
. | * Would he be thee d 
afraid of being thought to tranſcribe Leopar- 
dus? And would he here value himſelf upon 
diſcovering firſt what he plainly copies from 
Vixzanius? Muſt thoſe, who think he could 
borrow, be ſuch as did not know him? And 
can we, when we know him upon his own 
Declaration to be fo averſe from borrow- 
ing, imagine he would borrow that from 
another, for which he folemnly beſpeaks 
Thanks from the learned World? “ This 
bears hard upon the Author of the Diſſer- 
* tations: But how can we help it? He 
« ſhould have minded his Hits better, when 
„ he was minded to act the Doctor. Nies 


But that Letter to Dr. Mill will afford us 
ſtill greater Conviction, that this Diſſertation 


could not be the genuine Work of Dr. Bent- 
ley. For that Letter, in the Page above men- 
tion'd, repreſents Dr. Bentley proving, Tu 


In the Letter to Dr. Mill he omits: 
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he could not eaſily be deceiv'd in knowing | 
Whether a Greek Verſe were aſcrib'd to its 

Proper e 10 in ſuch 0 api 
a bings as theſe, ays ae, I nt Nam in his Rebus verb 4 
eaſily ſuffer myſelf to be impos'd mihi dari hand facil3 patior 3 | 


#p0n;aphp,es you know,hatlonce gui, ut {cis, Fragmenta ome - 


aD efig to pu 7 liſh tbeFr agments nium Paetarum Græcorum e | 
| . cum Emendationibus, ac Nos 
of all the Greek Poets, with E- tis, grande Qpus, edere con- | 


mendetions, aud Notes, a grand ſtitueram: nunc, ut aiunt, 
Work : Bui Nod 4,48 they ſay, 4e. Bien, aan d lala. 
another Sort of Life, another Fp. p. 20. 

Sort of Diet. Now is it pro- 


bable, that one who had collected the Frag- 
ments of all the Greek Poets, amended them, 
and wrote Notes upon them, could miſtake | 
Empedocles for an Epic Poet? But I ſhall not 


carries in it a more direct and expreſs Proof 
that Dr. Bentley could not write theſe Diſſer- 
tations. He had deſign'd once, it ſeems to 
publiſh his grand Work, the Fragments of 
the Greek Poets: but he was now, he tells us, 
engag*d in another Way of Life, and muſt 


inſiſt upon this; ſince the Paſſage produc'd | 
| 
| 
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W- therefore apply himſelf to another Sort of | 
m Studies: For that I take to be the Import of il 
ks the Greek Proverb. Now the Diſſertations i 
Us 


er- they pretend to be written by Richard Bentley 
He Dr. of Divinity, and Chaplain in Ordinary 
en to His Majeſty; they would be. thought to 
| come into the World ſome Time after his Le- 
us Aures were printed in Defence of Religion. 
ion || He was now therefore engag*d in another 
- | Profeflion; and would not, we may be ſure, 
en- || meddle witha Subject ſo foreign to the Buſineſs | 
hat of a Divine, nor handle it in a Manner 1o il} | 
he becom ing that Character. He, who ſcrupl'd | 

| - © 2 ; pub- || 


| 

ö 

in Diſpute bear Date after this Declaration; 
ö 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 
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publibiing thoſe Fragments, which might have 
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een of good Uſe to the Learned, and might 
ſome of them have fallen in with Divinity, 
would much leſs have taken up with ſuch 
thin Diet, and miſpent ſo much of his pre- 
cious Time upon fo fruitleſs Enquiriesas thoſe 
are which are purſu'd in theſe ſeveral Diſſer- 


tations. There is another Thing, beſides a 


pretty Invention, uſeful for a Lyar, and 
& that is a good Memory. We will ſuppoſe 
cc our Author to have once known ſomething 
< of this Declaration of Dr. Bentley; but he 
& had, it ſeems, unhappily forgot it, when 


* Differt. « he aſcrib*d theſe Pieces to him“ . 


p. 


eſt xupuirc; νιναhονz 


17. 


The Sophiſt is not more happy in perſona- 
ting Dr. Beni ly, when thro* the whole Courſe 


of theſe Diſſertations he repreſents him as a 


fierce and angry Writer; and one, who 
when he thinks he has an Advantage over 
another Man, gives him no Quarter. For the 
Writer of the Epiſtle to Dr. Mill, when he 
had juſt Occaſion to be very ſevere on ſome, 
who had taken wrong Meaſures in deducing 
the Etymology of a Greek Word, thus repreſ- 
| ſes his Indignation : But I will 


Sed nolo aliquid incle- 770 fay wy Thing ſeverely of 
menter dicere; non noſtrum them; it is not in my Nature 


170 trample upon the Proſirate. 

Ep: 5. 4. This ſhews him to have 
5 been a Man of Temper, and 
good Nature: But our Sophiſt repreſents 
him as one that has no Mercy upon his Ad- 
verſary, when he thinks he has him in his 
Power. The ſuppos'd Editors of Phalaris tor 
an imagin'd Miſtake in a Point of Criticiſm 
are expos'd as nonſenſical Blunderers, Perions 


who had neither Skill nor Induſtry, neither 
Kng . 


 Epiftles'of Phalaris, Examin'd. 


Knowledge: nor Iugenuity; to be like an 8. 


Aſſes, a Degree below ſorry Criticks, to write di- 


reciy agginſt- Grammar and common Senſe; and 
are ſet out to the World under this low and 
rude Similitude: Here are your Workmen, to 
mend an Author, as bungling, Tinkers. de old Ret 
tles! What a Difference is there between the 
two Letter-writers? Mr. Bentley is calm and 

forgiving, but Dr. Bentley is furious and un- 
relenting: Dr. Mill's Friend ſcorns to inſult 

over the Proſtrate; But Mr. Wottan's Friend 


purſues his Blow: © And don't you yet begin 


to ſuſpect the Credit of the Diſſertations * ? „ Difſert. 
Dr. Bentley was celebrated amongſt the. 2. 

learned Men of his own and other Countries 

for one, who was much vers'd in the learned 


Languages; and, as it appears by his Let- 


ter to Dr. Mill, he was very converſant. in 
Suidas, Heſychius, and other Greek Vocabula- 
ries, Onomaſticons, Etymologicons, Lexicons,Gloſ- 
ſaries, Nomenclators, and Schohia ; ſe that he 


muſt at leaſt have been acquainted with the 


Significations of Greek Words: But it appears 


from what this Sophiſt offers about the Senſe. 


of ſome Greek Words + which he finds in Pha- ¶ From the 
laris, that he was not only a perfect Stran- — to the 


ger to the beſt Claſſic Authors, but that he © 


nary would have afforded him. The Libra- 
rian was ſo well read in one of thele Inſtruc- 
tive Writers, Heſychius, as to aſſure Dr. 
Mill, between Verſe and Proſe, that, when⸗ 
ever a new Edition of that Book came forth, 


be could, if he would, correct five thouſand. 


Faults in it, more or leſs, that had till that Ti y 
3 A 


0 pon 


wanted that Light which any ordinary Dictio- Bool. 


— —ä— — 


BD 
mmm on: 2 7% l 
—— RF 
2 nnd 


— 


2 * * 2 


2 24 


WIT r 
— 


198 Dr. Bentley's Differtation upon the 


defeated the ſagacious ConjeFures, and laborious 
Diligence of other Crificks(F). Now could any 
Thing that actually is in Heſychins, eſcape his 
Knowledge, who had ſuch a deep Infight 
into what 7s of, but ought to be there? 
could he, who had diſcover'd what had eſeapꝰd 
the utmoſt Diligence of others, miſs what 
was obvious to every one that look' d into 
Heſychius ? Would Dr. Bentley have given us 
ſuch a Caſt of his Skill in cenſtruing Gree# 
Words, as to tell us, that dude anciently Spri- 
Fed to purſue, when that which fled fear d and 
ſhunn'd the Purſuer ; and that it never ſignified 
to follow, in any other Senſe; when Heſychrus 
gives us no other Word for die, but Tiny; SM 
deve, which are far from a perſecuting Senſe? 

Dr. Bentley is known to have liw'd in the 
ſame Age, and at the ſame Time, that the 
Edition of Phalaris, with which this Sophiſt 
is ſo angry, came out: It appears, from the 
Editor's Preface, that the Dr. being then Li- 
brary-keeper at St. James's, deny'd a common 
Favour to the Editor, which is complain'd of 
in that Preface : This doubtleſs gave Occafion 
to our Sophiſt to forge theſe Diſſertations in 
the Dr's Name, to ſhow his pretended Reſent- 
ments of that Complaint. Now the Dr. him- 
felf could not be ignorant, that this Edition 
was put forth by Mr. Boyle, whoſe Name it 
ſtill bears. But our Sophiſt, who livdata 
greater Diſtance from thoſe Times, ſuppoſes | 
it the Joint-work of ſeveral ; He talks of our | 


+ 14 Tibi de plano poſſum promittere, Mill, 


Quinque plus minus millia mendorum Me correctu rum eſſe, fili- ; 
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buerit, quæ aliorum iv5-xia» & laborioſam diligentiam haQtends 


late 


6 uferunt, * Ep. p. 39. 
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late Editors, of thoſe great Genius's, with whom 
Learning, that is leaving. the World, has taken up 
her laſt Rgidence; of theſe Annota tors, of our 


ingenious Tranfiators (a): Whereas theſe Edi- e gere 
tors, Genius i, Annotators, Tranſlators, could not? 


but be known to one that then liv'd, and 
were known to Dr. Bentley (as appears by a 


Ms Letter of his to Mr. Boyle, now in Being) 
to be one and the ſame Perſon. It is true, 


that in the Preface to the Edition there are 
theſe Expreſſions, Quantum ſcimus, and Naſtro 
Labore; and in the Dedication, T #4 ope adjutus. 
which might lead our Sophiſt into a Miſtake, 
that this Edition was the Work of more than 
one; and that the Perſon, to whom it is de- 
dicated, had aſſiſted in it: As if it were un- 
uſual for the plural Number to be put for the 
1 r; or as if a Perſon in that Station 
could no otherwiſe aſſiſt a young Gentleman 
of his College in the Edition of a Book, than 
by collating Manufcripts, tranſlating the 
Text, and writing Comments. ; 
Dr. Bentley is known to have enjoy'd the 
Advantage of a Publick Lecture, inſtituted by 
the Honourable Mr. Rebert Boyle, and by Rea- 
{on of that Poſt muſt be ſuppos'd to have had a 
due Reſpect for his Name and Family; ſo that it 
cannot rationally be preſum'd, he would treat 
a Gentleman, who had the Honour to be near- 
ly related to that noble Perſon, with ſo much 
Contempt and Indignity, as is plainly ex- 
preſs'd in ſeveral Parts of that Diſſertation. 
Dr. Bentley did alſo flouriſh during the Life 


of Sir William Temple, whilſt that eminent Per- 


ſon was in great Reputation forthe ſignal and 
extraordinary Services he had done. for 
O04 tie 
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the Proteſtant Intereſt, to the Engliſb Nation, 
and to the King who then reigh'd:; as alto 
for his learned Writings, which were then 
in very great Eſteem amongſt all thoſe who 
had a true Reliſn for ſound Senſe, and noble 
Thoughts, expreſs'd with all the Beauty and 


Force of proper and ſignificant Language. 


Now, tho' the Dr. might, without any Offence, 
differ in his Sentiments from that worthy 


Gentleman; yet it is not credible that a Scho- 


lar, a Courtier, and a Divine would ſo far 
break in upon all the Rules of Modeſty, De- 


cency, and Civility, as to inſult over a Per- 


ſon of Sir Villiam's Character and Merit, as 
an ignorant and illiterate Pretender to Lear- 
ning; who could neither diſcover the true Time, 
nor the true Value of his Authors; and whoſt 
Choice of Phalaris aud ZE1op, as then extant, 


For two great inimitable Originals, was aPiece of 


Criticiſm of a peculiar Complexion, and muft pro- 
ceed from a Singularity of Palate and Fudgment. 

It muſt needs be a great Wonder to thoſe 
* who think theſe Diſſertations genuine, how 
* or where they have been conceaPd ; and 
<« inwhat ſecret Shop, or unknown Corner of 
the World they have lain hid, ſo that no 
© one has ever taken Notice of them for fo 
* many Ages. Had theſe Diſſertations been 
&« ſeen and read, ſomebody ſure would have 
quoted ſomewhat out of them; . 
« ſince ſo many have had Oceaſion to do fo 


(a) Diſſert. (a) ?* For all thoſe who have written con- 


5. 6 


1 


cerning Sophiſms, and ill Conſequences in ar- 


| fing might have furniſh'd themſelves from 


ence with all Kinds of looſe: and incoherent 
thinking, And thoſe that have * 
8 | 5 their 


Epiſtles of Phalaris, Examin'd. ox: 
their Cenſures upon the Incongraities of Lan- 
guage and Innovations in Speech, might from 
every Page of this Author have fetch'd pro- 
per Inſtances of the groſſeſt Improprieties. 
So that, by their Silence and Præter miſſion, 
they do as good as declare expreſly, that 
they never ſaw our Diſſertation (a). (a) Diſſer. 
But that which ought to weigh moſt with ?- 64 
thoſe who have any Honour for Dr. Bentley, 
toward clearing him from any Suſpicion of 
having written theſe Pieces, is this Conſide- 
ration; that that learned Doctor was choſen 
out by the then Fathers of the Church, as a 
fit Perſon to vindicate the Truth of Religion 
againſt Atheiſts, Deiſts, and all other Oppo- 
ſers of Divine Revelation: Whereas this So- 
phiſt is found to make uſe of ſuch Argu- 
ments () to diſprove the Epiſtles of Phala- (5) ide 5. 
ris, as are of equal Weight to provetheWrit- 121/ of” 
ings of Moſes and the New Teſtament to be“ Beat 
of much later Date, than” they can be, con- 
ſiſtently with the Pretences of the Jewiſh and 
Chriſtian Religion. So little Regard had 
e this bold Writer to fit his Diſcourſes to 
« the Character of that reverend and learn- 
«ed Perſon; and I have had too much Re- 
« gard to him, in giving him the Honour 
% and Patience of ſo long an Examination __ 
Tranny Fu 


202 Dr. Bentley's Diſſertation upon the 
| 2 1 8 R 0 1 
Olnce ! have given myſelf che Trouble to er⸗ 


amine all the tedious Proofs Dr. Bentley has 
heap'd together againſt the Epiſtles, which I was 
net in the r to u Otis am 
oblig'd to ſay ſomething to his Criticiſms u 
on the Edition that relate entirely to W 
hall conſider them with the ſame Indif+ 
icrence that I did his Arguments: Far as 
I never profeſs'd myſelf a Patron of Phalaris, 
ſo neither was it ever in my Thoughts to ſet 
up tor Exactneſs in that dry Sort of Learning. 
Ienter'd upon the Work meerly as an Exer- 
ciſe of my Pen; I ſaw that Life and Smart · 
neſs, which 1 ſtill reliſh in theſe Epiſtles, 
uite loſt in the looſe Periphraſes, and plain 
| Country Latin (as the Dr. calls it) of the for- 
mer Interpreters. This put me upon trying, 
whether I could expreſs the Style, as well as 
the Senſe, of the Original in another Lan- 
guage ; and repreſent it with ſuch Advan- 
tage, that they, who are not Maſters of 
Greek, might ſee ſome faint Reſemblance 
of the Author's Spirit- and Genius, in 4 
Tranſlation : In which, whether I have been 
ſucceſsful, and to what Degree, muſt be left 
to the different Humours, and Opinions of 
Readers. I abhor Vanity, and the more, 
ſince I have read Dr. Bentley's Book, where 
I ſee it makes ſounbecoming a Figure: Yet 
this I will be bold to ſay; that even in thoſe 
Tranſlations of the Greek Authors, which 
are eſteem'd the beſt, would a * 
* | Wr 


Aw mm wc AA tc. 


1 


is 


Enis e Phalatis, Exumin'd. | 
Knowledge in Criticiſm exerciſe all the =_ 
and Skill he has that Way to find out Miſtakes, 
he might be able to muſter up ſuch a plentiful 
Number of them, as would keep my poor Ver- 
ſion and Notes in Countenance. I queſtion- 
not but there are Errors andOverſights enough” 


did it; and, te confeſs the Truth, after F 
had got a little Way into it, and made my 
firſt Eſſays, went thro” the reſt of it without 
any great Guſt : And tis no wonder therefore 
if I ſhould not be awake ſometimes ina Work 
that I was not very fond of. However, as many, 


and as eaſy to be found as my Faults are, Dr. 


Bentley has yet had the ill Luck to miſs them; 
and to except againſt ſuch Paſſages as can, I 
think, to any unprejudic'd Man, be fairly 
accounted for. The Town, I owty, is weak 
and defenceleſs enough in Conſcience; hut 
he has had the Judgment to attack it on that 
Side, where perhaps it hes leaſt expos' d. 
Upon-/courme- the fir Epiſtle (as he cleantily 


expreſſes himlelf) he finds theſe Werd there, 


buxine Evo idle; ira , d d α e lo 
&c. weedige, Which in my Lain, tuns, 
F Anime aulem Morbum Medica ſanat Mors, 

quiden nulli gravem, 8&c. expe#a.} He is 
Rieste to — thus, For 28 of the 
Soul the only Phyſiciau is Death': Do you there- 
fore expert a moſt painful one} and fays, my 
Tranſlation of averax0i-alo by [mull gravem 


produces a flat and far-fetch'd Senſe f. I muſt Diſſert. 
own, I do not yet ſee why it is more flat to 90 


fay, a Villain ſhall die an anlamemed Death, 
than that he ſhall die a painful one: And I as 
little apprehend, why he calls this a far fetch d 


Senſe; 


Dr. Bentley's Diſſertation upon the 
Senſe; I ſuppoſe he cannot mean, by a furt 
fetch'd Senſe, aSenſe that the Word averaxb1c. 
is not commonly us'd in; becauſe. I never. 
could meet with it us'd in any other Senſe, 
till now he has thought fit to tranſlate it m 

painful. All the Criticks before him render it 
by non gravis, non invidioſus, or by ſome Word 
equivalent to theſe; and Hermogenes thought 
this a proper Senſe of the Word, when he in- 
titul'd a Chapter Tee: 7s d, invre wow: 
which I would adviſe the Dr. to read, not on- 
ly to get a better Acquaintance with the Word 
in Queſtion, but to learn too the Modeſty and, 
Diſcretion not to commend himſelf ſo often, 
with ſo very ill a Grace. I am ſure he wants 
to be taught this; and ſince he has juſt now 
taught me what I knew nothing of before, I 
could do no lets than make him this grateful 
Neur. _ FEEL 
Hie goes on to inſtruct me. The Greek, ſays. 
he, is in the ſuperlative Degree; let them put 
it then, nulli graviſſimam, and twill few: them 
the Error of their Verſion F; that is, let me. 
tranſlate it for them, and 'PIl undertake ta 
make neither Grammar, \nor Senſe of it. But 
it he will give me Leave to tranſlate it my- 
ſelf, ſince it muſt be in the Superlative De- 
gree, inſtead of nulli gravem, I would put 
minime invidioſam ; and then I do not yet fee 
any Error in theVerſion : And I am the more 
inclin'd to think there's none, becauſe theDr. 
ſlides off, and takes Refuge in his ſtrong and 
fecret Hold, the MSS. The MS, he ſays, 
reads it ov d imayliatro; and they (as he calls 
me) might have embrac'd this Reading, when 
they ſaw it there, What MS is this? None M 
the 


co 
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the Bodley-MSS read it ſo; nor the Arundel, 
à Collation of which the learned Dean of York 
ſent me, after my Edition was finiſh'd. Sure 
the Dr. cannot mean the King's MS ; he knows 
I never ſaw that myſelf; and I hope I am 
not anſwerable for my Collator's Eyes. And. 
ſince No- body can ſee it but Dr. Bentley, I 
have no great Reaſon to depend upon his 
Ingenuity. However, if this be the Read - 
ing of the King's MS, tis frivolous and fit 
to be neglected: For to me the common 
Reading ſeems to have rather a quicker Senſe, 
and (having ſhewn Dr. Bentley to be no great 
Maſter in Propriety of Speech) I may venture 
to ſay, as much Propriety. Perhaps the Dr. 
might have thought ſo too, but that he has a 
peculiar Fondneſs for the Parapleromatic Par- 
licle av, which he takes to be @ rare and quaint 


— 


uſage (a): And having met with it here there- (4) Di 


fore, is reſolv*d not to part with it. To di-. 70. 
miniſh his Fondneſs for it, I promiſe to fur- 
niſn him, upon Demand, with 30 or 40 In- 
ſtances from Homer, and the Greek Teſtament 
(to go no further), where the Particle av is 
us'd as Parapleromatically every whit as it 
would be here, ſhould his Reading prevail. 
But, to wave entering into a Controverſy 
with him about Particles; let us ſee, whe- 
ther he be not as exquiſite a Judge in Latin, 
as he is inGreek. He charges me withBarbariſin, 
Nonſenſe, and new Diſcoveries in Language, for 
tranſlating adiαν̃ uu £4 2:x0uTiwv, Scelera non iu- 
vita: For he is very poſitive, that Invitus, al- 
ways means the Agent, is akvays ſpoken of the 
Perſon, never of the Thing, Fc. But I hope 

Propertius, who liv'd in the pureſt Age of La- 

tn 


tin, may be preſum'd to underſtand his own 


Tongue as well as Dr. Bentley: He (EI. x6. 


L. 1.) expoſtulating with anunkind Miſtreſs, 
ſays, that tho' ſhe was cruel and unrelenting, 
yet if ſhe did but hear his Complaint, a4 


Mane inf fits eee Cine 
Surge & invitis ſpiritus in Lachrymss../ 
„ Visor e oth ane 


Is Irvitis here joyn'd with che Penſam or the 
Thing 2 If Propertius had ſaid, as he does in 


other Places, that Tears would flow: ab Anvi- 
tis Oculis ;, tho' an Eye be improperly caltlfd 
a Perſon, yet inthatCaſe I might allow it to be 
taken Per ſonally: Or, had he attributed any 


Aclion to Tears; as if he had ſaid, invite ſin 


gent Lacryme ; Lacnymæ might be conſiderid 
as an Agent: But, as it ſtands here, Iuvitæ Lacmy- 
mæ mult be render'd voluntary Tears; and, to 
explain it otherwile, is, I think, contrary to 
good Senſe and good Language too. Were 
Dr. Bentley as well acquainted with the Latin 
of the great Men in Auguſtus s Age, as with 
that of the Pedants in this ; he would have 
another Taſte, and anqther Style. To know 
the Grammar of a Tongue, and to have a juſt 
Senſe of the Proprieties and Elegancies of it, 
are two different things; as different almoſt 
as conſtruing Zuclids Words, and being 


Maſter of his Demonſtrations. Any body, 


that will take the Pains may be critically, 
exact in the Signification and Syntax of 
Words; but to enter into the Spirit and 
Beauty of good writing, is an Happineſs, that 
none have, but thoſe who are born with it; 


nor all of them neither: For a lang Conver- 
tation 


ſation with bad Books may deſtroy a good 
natural Taſte. I don't fay this is Dr. Bent- 
| tey's Caſe; for I am not a Judge, whether 

To come a little nearer to his Ages of La- 
tin, I will give him a Couple of Inſtances of 
the fame Kind out of Sratius: One of them 
from the gth Thebazs : Where young Dryas, 
after he was mortally wounded, ſends this 
Meſſage to his Mother 


—- Merui, Genetrix, pænas; invita capeſſens 
Arma Puer rapui, nec Te retinente guievi. V, 891. 


Irwita is here apply*d not to the Perſon his 
Mother, but to the Thing Arms taken up a- 
gainſt her Will. In the 7th Thebais the Gre- 
cians are encourag'd by Jupiter to make a 
furious Aſſault upon Thebes; and Bacchus in 
his Speech to Jupiter on this Occaſion ſays, 


Eſte olim invitum jaculatus nubibus ignem 
Credimus : eniterim atra refers incendia terris, 
Nec Styge juratus, nec Pellicis Arte rogatus? 

, | | | | | l J. 1 58 0 


Jupiter, by his Vow to Semele, was oblig'd, 
againſt his own Inclination, to grant what 
ſhe aſk*d: And therefore the Deſtruction he 
brought upon her was voluntary: I think 
Invitum can bear no other Senſe here, andTI 
therefore leave theſe Paſſages with Dr. Bent- 
key to conſider at his Leiſure; let him try his 
Skill upon them, next Time the angry Fit of 
Criticiſm returns. | | 
I ſee. chere is no Way of pleaſing an in- 
| | cens'd 
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* Differ. it from this veryPlace : And as 
P: 75. 


Dy. Bentley's Diſſertation upon tbe 


cens'd Diſſertator; J have juſt clear'd myſelf 


from the Imputation of uſing a Word in 4 
Aifferent Senſe from other Writers; and now 
he accuſes me for uſing a Word in the ſame 
Senſe with all the Authors that ever writ. 
I tranflate meorgiress Hortaris, which I inter- 
pret by Provocas, as Budæus does; who in his 
Earned Commentary, has theſeWords, wporger 
Tolle, provocant, cient, & uſus eft ſatis frequens.: 
And I tranſlate it ſo, becauſe I-could find no 
other Signification of it in any Greek Writer ; 
and Dr. Bentley himſelf owns -as much, that 
it 1s no otherwiſe us*d by any of the Antients. 
Now I, never deſigning to make a Noile 
with the Corrections and Improvements of 
old Vocabularies, was contented to ule 
Words in the ſameSenſe that Every-body had 
us'd them before me; and for this Error of 
mine, my Indictment runs, that I am an 7/te- 
rale Fatherer of an abſurd, ridiculous,and incot- 
gruous Senſe upon my Author. My Plea is, that 

it ſeems to me no more abſurd, or. ridiculous, 
thatPhalaris ſhould ſay to one of his Enemies, 
voi provoke me to be cruel, than that he ſhould 
fay (as Dr. Bentley would have him) you up- 


Braid ine with Cruelty. And, Ibelieve, his Cavil 


againſt theSyntax of & ol Weorpemticy is no bet- 
ter grounded than that againſt the Senſe. He 
won't indeed find weorgirw in his Grammar 
with a Dative Caſe, but he may Pleefe to enlarge 

or his £5 4, 


or i' 2, we have no Occaſion for either of 
them: In the Days of Sophocles, rad ſd ce mergers, 
was no more abſurd and incongruous, than, 
Quæ me hortaris, was in Tully's. But Dr. Benut- 
dey thinks he has ſhewn already, that ages 

A, 


-Epr/iles of E 


hifies to reproach ; where has he ſhewn it? * Diſſert 
he has no where ſaid any Thing of it, but in “ 7! 


the gad Page; and there he only ſays, that 


org, o accuſe, is an Innovation in Language, 
for which the Autients us d węopiętu: So that po- 


litively to aver, and aſſume the Thing in que- 


ſtion, is in his Language to ſhew, and prove 


it. Let us ſce now whether his ſecond 


Thoughts furniſh him with any better Proof 


of WEOTpETER ſignifying tO accuſe. One would 
expect that he ſhould produce the Authority 
of ſome Greek Author, that uſes weoreemew in 
this Senſe :. But he has given this Argument 


quite another by 5 proves, that tis 


us'd ſo here, becau/e. it is never us ff by, any 
antieut Author before the Sophiſt ; he might 


+ Ibid. 


have added too, nor by any modern Author? 73. 


ſince. This is a ſurpriſing Way of argu- 
ing, but I find it familiar to Dr. Benzley ; he 
has another, juſt of this Strain, in the 115th 
Page: He ſays there, one may know Sabirius 
Pollo to be a Roman. How ſo? Does he find 
any ſuch Family among the Romans ? No, 
that's too obvious a Way of .arguing for a 
Man of his Parts: He knows him to be a 
Roman, becauſe he does not find ſuch a Fa- 
mily as the Sabirii, or ſuch a Sirname as Pollo : 
And he improves this Acquaintance with 


Sabirius fo far, that within three Pages he 


calls him his Friend Sabirius Pollo. Such are 
the new Ways of Reaſoning made uſe of by 
this incomprehenſible Author: He has fur- 
niſh*d us with ſeveral ; and, to ſhew that he 
is not fyet exhauſted, he brings this Argu- 
ment to prove that weorgirew ſignifies to re- 
proach : weoÞtour, and vitio verbere ſignify to 
reproach, therefore węoręfweir does fo too: And 
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Dr. Bentley's Diſſertation upon the 


in the ſame Paragraph, he after the ſame Man- 


ner makes it out, that d:ariw is to perſevere; 
is not dirt exattly the ſame with pertendo ? 


(meaning, I ſuppole, that dia is per, and reha, 
tendo) and is not pertendo to perſevere ? I al- 


ways thought, that Uſe was the only Rule and 
Meaſure of the Signification of Words; but 


Dr. Bentley, a great Adventurer in new Ways 


* Epiftola 
in fine 
Malale, 
P. 39. 


+ Diſlert. 


5.74. 


chat all Words may be us d &en as we pleaſe, 


of thinking, will determine it by Dint of Ar- 
gument. Would he allow others to argue 
as he does, from one compound Word to a- 
nother, and from one Language to another, 
we might enlarge our Didtionaries without 


End; and ſoon produce not only (what he 


weg to *) five thouſand, but five Mil- 
ions of Emendations and Additions to Heſy- 
chius; tho* not ſuch as are worthy to keep 
Company with the admirable Biſhop Pearſon's 
Obſervations on that Author: And there- 
fore ſhould they hereafter come together (as 
tis ſaid they will); and ſhould the Biſhop's 
Name not happen to be ſet to his Part (as 
*tis poſſible it may not); it will be difficult 


Matter to diſtinguiſh between them. Accord- 


f g to the Dr's Rule (not to go far from the 
0 


Words he plays with) becauſe diapiο’,,w fig- 
nifies to differ, therefore by a lite Metaphor, 
and Analogy, we may uſe Jiarpirew, to exprſs 
the ſame Notion : And thus again I can prove, 
that præverto is to exhort ; for is not præverto 


exactly the ſame as wporęl ruf and is not waorgers. 


to exhort? Or that din is to perſevere; 


for is not &:i5-nurexattly the ſame with per/iſto? 


and is not perſiſto, to perſevere? So that for 
ought I can ſee, it muſt be allow'd, either 


or 
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or elſe that woręt r mult ſignify, as it has 


done for above two thouſand Years, Hortari; 
that is, not always to exbort, (a Word he 


makes ſuch wretched Methods: Unleſs when 


Virgil ſays, Fam Vitnlos bortare ;,, and Ovid; 
Hortatirg ; Canes, they mean; that Dogs and 
Bullocks are to be made tractable by good 
Advice and Exhorration. | | 
If our Critic is uhalterably determin*d; 
that the Senſe of this Paſſage muſt be [he 
Crimes which you upbraid me with] why ſhould 
he not chuſe rather to read weorgirets than 
Teorerweis ? For tho' I no more know an In- 
ſtance of webremru than of @ewremrw being us*'d 
for oveidigus yet the Formation of the Word 
will more eaſily and naturally allow of 
this Uſe : d i meoreereis may well enough 
ſignify, quæ mihi Vitio vertis; but weorgeres; 
in that Senſe; is, I think; a very improper 
and unnatural Innovation in Language. 
One would wonder, that Dr. Bentley ſhould 
be ſo eager in imputing this Miſtake to my 
Tranſlation; which he is ſo little capable of 
making out, but he had a double End init : 
My Explication of the Word offended him 
ſo much the more, becauſe it ſpoil'd an Argu- 
ment that he urges, to prove the Epiſtles 
er ſhall draw it up in ſhort; but in its 
ull Force and Strength; and leave it to the 
Conſideration of the Reader. IIęerętro was 
never us d for oveidizw in any antient Author 
before the Epiſtles, nor by any modern Author ſince 


the Epiſtles ;, nor in the Epiſtles themſelves : 


Therefore the Epiſtles are ſpurious. This 
weighty Point is hut up with a Piece of Hi- 
| 4 ſtory 
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(a) Diſſer. 
Pe 73. 


(b) Vide 
Præf. p. z. 


Dr. Bentley's Diſſertation upon the 
ſtory, that is worſe founded than his Criticiſm 5: 
and proceeds from ſomething which was al- 
ways thought'a greater Blemiſh to a Divine, 
than Want of Judgment. He ſays, the Edi. 
tion aſcril'd to Cujacius, and another of Aldus; 
tho" the two principal of all, and both of them 
in the public Library at Oxon ; had yet the odd 
Fortune to lie all tha while conceal d from our 
late Editors that liv'd there (a). Il am at a 
Loſs how to deal with a Man of this extraor- 
dinary Confidence, that can ſo boldly affert 
what *tis impoſſible he ſhould know. What 
ſhall T ſay to one, who will face me down, 
that I never ſaw, what I know myſelf to have 
often ſeen and us'd ? Nay, and will prove 
this to me out of my own Preface ? The Place 
he quotes is this, Codices impreſſos quatuor 
pre manibus habui qui eodem plane Textu utun- 
tur; apud quos Verfiones ſunt duæ, altera a Na- 
ogeorgo, altera in Uſum Schol. Soc. Jet. edi- 
ta (O). Two of the four Books J here particu- 
larly mention*d ; how does he know but thoſe 
he mentions are the 0*er two I mean? as in- 


_ deed they are. I had no Occafion to name 


them, becauſe I found little Difference in 
them from thoſe which J had in my on Stu- 
dy: The Verſion aſcrib'd to Cajacius, is ex- 
actly the ſame with that, put out for the 
Schools of the Jeſuirs, which I have expreſly 
ſaid I made Uſe of. A Man of any Can- 
dour and Fairneſs, or indeed of any com- 


mon Modeſty, would not have preſum'd up- 


on ſo ſlight Grounds, ſo poſitively to affert, 
that I had overlook*d what lay ſo plainly in my 
Way: But I am the leſs ſurpriz*d to hear this 
from Dr. Bentley, who would fain perſwade me 
that I never law my own Edition. In 
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In the Body of this Diſſertation, there are 
two other Miſtakes, which the Dr. has found 

in my Verſion : I took no Notice of them 
where they lay; but, to avoid Confuſion, 
reſerv'd them for this Place. The firft is, 
my rendering worneiwy Ongiaciuvy, Poculorim 
vitreorum, as Suidas, Eiymologicon Magnum, 

and Favorinus had done before me. Thete 

are eminent Names in that Sort of Learning, 
which Dr. Bentley ſeems beſt acquainted with, 

and moſt to value himſelf upon ; and there- 
fore, one would think, ſhould be able to ex- 
cuſe me with him: But his Maxim is, to va- 
lue nothing any further than it is to his Pur- 

ſe. When Suidas is brought in for preſerv- 


ing ſome few Fragments of Babrius*, thanhe * Diſſert. 
is a Manthat converſes with J/riters of Size and p. 140. 
Quality: But when he is produc'd for that, 
_ which will leave us not the leaſt Footſtep of our 
Corinthian Potter (a), and whereby the Argu- (a) Ibid. 
ment about Thericles would vaniſh into nothing] 27. 
(5) ; then he is a trifling Scribler, his Lexicon (% Ibid. 
conſiſts of Excerpta from Scholiaſts and Gloſſa- 

ries (c). If once he begins toquarrel thus with (e) Ibid. 
his good Friends, the Lexicographers, I can 
expect no Mercy from him : But I would 
aſk him, why he ſays, that in the particular 
Paſſage before us, neither the Uſe of Language, nor 
good Senſe will allow Oni wornęlæ to be 
tranſlated Glaſſes ? When Phalaris is ſaid to 
| ſend Cups of Gold and Silver, and beſides + ten 
Couple OnexAtiuy WoTNGKON, to me it ſeems agree- F Amirady 
able to good Senſe, that theſe Cups which are ** Ci S 
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T4 Sil- 


here diſtinguith'd from Cups of Gold and 
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Silver, ſhould not be, as Dr. Bentley conceives, 
Silver at leaſt, if not of a more precious Metal; 
unleſs there be ſome other Metal, beſides 
Gold, more precious than Silver. He may 
be as merry upon theſe Glaſſes as he pleaſes, 
and call them odd and ſtingy Preſents, Reap 
and brittle Compliments; Tam not anſwerable 
for Phalaris's Generoſity. Beſides, T freely 
own myſelf ignorant how cheap Glaſſes were 
in Sicily two thouſand Years ago; for ought 
I know, they might be great Rarities, and 
fit to bear the reſi of his Preſents Company ; 
eſpecially being of ſo vaſt a Size, as they ap- 


pear to have been, and ſent in ſo much great- 


er Number than the other Preſents were ; 


For the Epiſtle tells us, there were but two 


Cups of Silver, and four of Gold; and ten 
Couple of thoſe of Thericles. From whence 
one would be apt to conclude, that they were 
of a baſer, and not of a moreprecious Metal than 


Silver and Gold, as the Dr. imagines. I can 


bear all his Raillery upon Phalaris here for a 
ſtingy Preſent ; But — — is he offended with 
me too for a Preſent J never deſign'd him? 
He ſays I have preſented him with an E- 
mendation of Poculorum Vitreorum, whereas 


the former Interpreters honeſtly tranſlated it, 


Thericlean Cups. But I muſt put the Dr. in 
Mind to quote thoſe honeſt Tranſlators honeſt- 
ly : He knows one of the two tranſlates it 
Poculorum Vitreorum, as I do; I mean Cuja- 
cius (or who ever elſe be the Author of that 
Verſion aſcrib'd to him) whom the Dr. is 
pleas'd to fay, I never faw. 5 
With the ſame Sincerity he tells me, that, 
whereas I have render'd w den, in morem 
8 ; 2 8 ; arun- 
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Arundinis (a); the Tranſlation in the former (a) — 4 
Editions was, inſtar pinus (5). Here again 4 b) Difler. 
have follow'd the Verſion, which he af 

me to conſult in my next Edition (c), the 5. 75. 


Verſion of Cujacius, which has it, in morem 
Arundinis : And this I did, becauſe I thought 
it would be a greater Piece of Juſtice to my 
Author, to make the Paſſage in him clear 


and intelligible, than to tranſlate a Greek 


Proverb literally, which would have been 
no Proverb in Latin. Dr. Bentley would pro- 
bably have interpreted it literally, on purpoſe 
to have had an Occaſion of explaining it; I 
could have done ſo too, and have cramm'd a 
Page of Eraſmus into my Notes, as he has 
here into-his Diſſertation : But I am glad I 
tranſlated it as I did ; for *tis Pity the Dr. 


ng: have wanted an Opp ortunity of ſhew- 


g how exceſſivel witty 2 could be upon 
ha, Proverb. Exręi tw oures mTirvO- gen, ſays 
Phalaris, I will Jaw 3-5 them like a Pine-Tree ; 
and this Tree (according to the Dr's Natural 
ary. ) 2 by lopping. He takes this 

Hint to tell me, that I have lopp'd off a 


Branch of his Evidence *, that I have executed *P, 29. 


this Proverb uponitſelf, and extirpated the Pine- 30. 
Tree, out of my new Verſion ; that I have root- 
ed up the Pine-Tree, and tranſplanted Reeds * 
thither : Which he confeſſes is above his ſmall 
Underſtanding in Gardening *, What a Deluge 
of Wit is here All theſe fine Things are ſaid 
within the Compaſs of half a Page : Who 
can reſiſt a Writer, that thus takes Care, 
— his Fancy ſhall ſtill keep Pace with his 
fro yu and that the one ſhall not in- 
you more than the other entertains 
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| You ? However, after he has refreſh*d him- 
ſelf a little, he muſt give me leave to tell him, 
that his Underſtanding in Gardening is indeed ve- 
ry ſmall (as.ſmall as his Knowledge in Natural 
Hiſtory) it he thinks that it has any Thing to 
do either with Reeds, or Pines; which, I take 
it, grow as rarely in Gardens, as Miſbrooms a- 
riſe out of rotten Paſſages in Authors. Dr, Bent- 
ley muſt indeed be allow*d to underſtand ſome 
Part of Gardening very well; particularb 
tranſplanting and weeding, The firſt of the 
he has prov'd his Skill in by thoſe few Noti- 
ons that are worth any Thing in his Piece; 
for they are tranſplanted from other Mens Pre- 
faces, the Nurſeries of all his critical Learn- 
ing: His Skill in the ſecond is made out by 
all the reſt of his Appendix; which is nothing 
elſe but a Collection of ill Meeds, pulPd up 
out of good Writers. There is, I remem- 
ber, a Paſſage in Athenzus, where this happy 
Talent of weeding Authors is very well ex- 
preſs'd: I ſhall give it the learned Reader, 
together with three or four Lines that intro- 
duce it; becauſe it is altogether, one 
of the ſhorteſt and livelieſt Accounts 1 
have met with of a Man poſſeſs'd with 
the Spirit of Criticiſm Odd aaa ov code, 
lays Cynulcus to Ulpian, & N die odinobe 
£6TEV, dN. Soęics junobnvay 716 85 A9045 x 

(The B- . E ach ai TOTE! M edo GraiU weg! rad ra 

3 rern νHiÜçʒaG, 5 tel enrν een; 


us, at the 

very Entrance, tells us, this U/p;an was ſuch an inſufferablePedant, 
that he would neither eat nor drink any Thing till he had aſk'd the 
QueRion x:irai, & xi#ra?, And ſatisfied himſelf in what Greek Author 
the Word, by which it was call'd, was to be found ; from whence, 
he ſa ys, he got the Name of Kur : Which, I defire Dr. Ben- 
ley, may be added to Chlonthachonthlus, as a like Inſtance of the 
Name of a Man but once mention'd in old Authors, 
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NA av Exuodas, % & ren Quan. 
ot) Mar Han, Arg kan rw S d voi. 
© 17. A Character, which will it the 
Ulp:ans of our Time, as well as thoſe of 


Atbenæus's; or” org Race of them is not yet 
extinguiſh'd. | 


I have follow” d our Differtator thro? a long 
Scene of Impertinence; and am come at lait 


to that Part, where he places his greateſt 
Strength; that is indeed, the moſt trivial 
Part of all, the MSS. I told the Reader in 


my Preface, that I only made uſe of ſuch dif- 
ferent Readings in the MSS, as conduc*d to 
the better Underſtanding the Text; for I al- 
ways thought it a ridiculous Piece of Pedan- 
try to load a Book with various Lections to 
no Purpoſe: But this I find Pr. Ben!ley calls 
Skill in uſing Mois. He and I differ in our 


Notions about theſe Matters; and I hope we 


always ſhall. 
In the 64th Epiſtle, the printed Copies 


read, *yw d witioTecov n Or yr dl ub cures. 
1 ſaw the MSS here had a various Reading 
J 0% for Jon, which I paſsꝰd over with that 


Contempt 1 it deſerv*d, and gueſs'd it ſhould be 


urig reg; a Reading, that, with a very ſmall 
Alteration, made my Author ſpeak Senſe: 
Let us ſee, what Dr. Bentley, and his MSS 


7 make of | It. Phalaris ſays, vv vy 898 Tos avalrac- 


relrols JOE 7 95 cookie ego Aon Pevyw Tovlas 
* 
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Oi ois BiBaicy E £v pov” Which! would render thus, 


1 am not ſo much as ſeen by my neareſt Relations, 
| an 
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and I now the more carefully avoid Mankind, 
becauſe I have found no Faith nor Truſt, not 
only among other Perſons, but even among my 
Friends tbemſelves. Dr. Bentley ſays, we muſt 


take 7 9% here for a certain Correction. But 


fince the Tyrant is giving a Reaſon for his 
preſent recluſe Way of Living in Oppoſition 
to his former Freedom and Openneis, me- 
thinks on can't well be ſpar'd here. Beſides 

I avoid all Mankind leſs than I ought to do] 
ſeems to me a very N Expreſſion; eſ- 
pecially aſter a Man has ſaid, that he avoid - 
ed all Mankind to ſuch a Degree as not to be 
ſeen by bis neareſt Relations, would he add im- 


mediately, that he avoided Company leſs 


than he ought to do? What would Dr. Bent- 
ley have him do more? or how can a Man be 
more retir*d than by ſeeing No-body ? I de- 
fire the Dr. to have ſame Regard to Senſe, 
well as to MSS. 

This zudrfv rr returns again in the 68th 4 
ſtle,iwaulov tvdciorepor eveioxw dn ono rernt Wade: 
vTegtreiv* Now here too, he ſays, Every one of 
the MSS have it & dh. As for the King's MS, 
No-body knows what it has, or has not; and 
thisEpiltle is wanting in one of the BogdlzyMSS: 


So that all theſe MSS, that I have overlook'd, 


yew at laſt to be but one; in which per- 
ps I might not obſerve this various Read- 
ing. But if I had obſerv'd it, Ithink I ſhould 
ſcarce have made Uſe of it; for if we put n 9% 
in the Room of Jon, ivd rο muſt be an Ad- 
verb, and referr'd to urngereiv : And the Rules 
of good Language will hardly allow, that 
the Adverb ſhould be join'd in Place to 

one 
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pne Verb, and in Senſe to another, at ſuch a 
Diſtance : Not to inſiſt on the Ambiguity that 
ariſes from its Neighbourhood to tnaurov, to 
which it ſeems to be naturally join'd as an 
Adjective; and *tis with ſome Difficulty, that 
we bring ourſelves to underſtand it otherwiſe, 


even after the Correction of % into 4 9 is 
allow'd to prevail. Had the Author inten- 


ded ivdziortpor for an Adverb, he would pro- 
bably have put it after #vgioxw, and not before 
it. I am fo us'd to Dr. Bentley's Language, 
that I can eaſily bear his telling me here, that 
I make meer Nonſenſe of the Context: Whether 
I do or no, mult be left to thoſe who will 
take the Trouble of conſidering it. Indeed 
ſuch a fair and ingenuous Franſlator as Dr. 


Bentley, that renders i; wage vd mares; airzpuenOy, 
Iban I want Money to give, may make Non- 


ſenſe of any Thing. 

There is yet one Inſtance more of Unſkil- 
fulneſs, that he charges upon me, 9:arcivuv 5 
olg tow, I tranſlate, perpendens ſuamConditionem, 
confidering the Circumſtances he is in, as Nao- 
georgus had tranſlated it before me; the Dr. 
renders it, perſiſtens in Propoſito, proceeding iu 
his preſent Ways, according to Cujacius: Nei- 


ther of us produce any Inſtance of our Uſe of 


the Word %ariww, nor pretend to do it; we 
are meerly upon the Gueſs, what it muſt ſig- 
nify, by its Relation to the Sentence : And 
which of us gueſſes beſt, is to be determin'd 
by our Readers. Had I been never ſo much 
out, he might have taken a more courtly way 
of letting me know it, than by ſaying, that 
ucon carries one thing, and his Aſs another; 
that is, the Writer of the Greet Epiſtle 
means 
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means differently from the Aſs his Editor: 


This is ſuch a Compliment as there is but one 
proper Way of returning; Gentlemen do 
not uſe to reſent ſuch Language with their 
Pens only. But I forgive him ; tis a Mode 
of Speech familiar to him, I find, and which 
he beſtows on every one he has to deal with. 


In the 11th Page, the Sophiſt is an Aſs under 


the Skin of a Lion: In the 59th, Phalaris him- 


ſelf is a meer Aſinus ad Lyram. Since he is ſo 


fond of Afinine Proverbs, I will throw him in 


one out of Ariſtophanes, to compleat his Col- 
lection. It is, O &ywv puorngie; Upon which 


Eraſmus has this remarkable Gloſs; Aſinus 
portans Myſteria, in eos dicebatur qui præter Dig- 
nitatem in Munere quopiam verſantur; velut fi- 

is ignarus literarum Bibliothece preficeretyr : 


In Engliſh thus, The Proverb of an Aſs carry- 


ing Myſteries, was applied to thoſe who were 
preferr'd to ſome Place they did not deſerve, as 
when a Dunce was made a Library-keeper. And 
if that Library-keeper ſhould ſo far miſtake 
his Office, as to think he was put there not to 
ſhew Books to Gentlemen that came to ſee 
them, but to keep the Door ſhut, he would 
be ſtill more unfit for the Place. I have had 
worſe Treatment than this from Dr. Bentley : 


For he has not only deny*'d my Collator the 


Uſe of the King's MS, but dealt with me all 


along, as if I had ſeen it, and us'd it myſelf; 


once before, in the Caſe of bud reο , and 
here again in Relation to div Having no 


Authorities to countenance my Verſion of a- 
 Twww by expendens J laid hold of a different 


Reading in the King's MS, ſent me by my 
Collator, where he aſſur'd me it was di _ 
| | 7. 
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Dr. Bentley puts on his Critical Spectacles, and 


finds, that tho' it be ιι’ Two now, it was ori- 
ginally di] and that the? has been erasd 
by a modern Hand, as appears by a void Space: 
And upon this he triumphs over my Skill in 


peruſing the MS, when he knows it was fifty 


Miles off from me, all the Time of the Edi- 
tion. What void Spaces now appear in that 
MS, how many Eraſings there are, or by 
what Hand, it matters not much to- diſpute, 
or enquire. - I own I overlook*d the falſe ac- 
centing of theſe Words, which he charges 
me with: But to ſet down my Tranſlation of 
did Twwov, 0b ea, and at the ſame Time to ſay, 


I make.it an Interrogative, is according to Dr. 


Bentley's Way of repreſenting Things: He 
ſhould either have been leſs 
ſevere with me (a) on the 


more Care to prevent his etiam a * 


own; ſome of which, ſince 
be condeſcends to theſe Trifles, I ſhall ſo far 


comply with him, as to give the Reader ar an 


Account of, 
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The Reader will think the Controverſy runs 


low, when we begin thus to diſpute about 
Accents and Encliticks; and indeed I think 
ſo too : But how can I help it? My Excuſe 
muſt be, that I was oblig'd to engage the 
Dr. in what Way he lik'd beſt, and had not 
the Choice of my own Weapons. 
And now are not theſe, which I have gone 
thro', mighty Blemiſhes to my Edition? and 
fit to be inſiſted on by the Dr. in order to 
humble me and my Teachers? He takes Care 
to tell me, that he can produce more Inſtan- 
ces of this Kind; I Xs 1 not but he may: 
But if he can find out no more conſiderable 
Miſtakes than theſe, I think he may leave 
off criticizing upon this Subject. fi 

For my Part I am not much concern'd; 
what the Men of Letters think of my Skill 
in Languages or Manuſcripts : But it concerns 


Dr. Bentley to conſider, what the Men of Sin- 
cerity will think of his falſe and diſingenu- 


ous Dealing; what the Men of Modeſty and 
Humility will think of his lofty inſulting 
Language; what the Men of good Nature 
and Candor will think of his fierce and vin- 
dictive Temper; how the Men of Taſte and 
Breeding will reliſh his ſcurrilous LANgUIge, 
his frigid Jeſts, his low and clowniſh Ex- 
preſſions; how the Men of Reaſon and Judg- 
ment will approve his weak and inconclu- 
five Ways of Arguing: It is a mighty Im- 
Putation upon him, to have any of theſe bad 
Qualities, or to want any of theſe good 
ones: But it is no great Blot upon me, if 

ſhould appear not to be exactly well ſkill'd 


I was 
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1 was fatisfied from ſome Books lately writ- 


ten, what a wide Difference there is between 


a Man of cloſe Arguing, and rambling Lear- 


ning; and how unnatural a Step it is for an 


Amanuenſis to ſtart up a Profeſſor of Divini- 
- This indeed made me not expect much 
ro 


m Dr. Bentley in the reaſoning Way: But 


when he came to Matters of pure Criticiſm, 
I thought one, who had bent all his Thoughts 
and Reading that Way, one who has now the 
fole Uſe and Power of the King's Library; 
and had for many Years attended upon one of 
the greateſt. Scholars in Europe; one that ſet 
out with all theſe Advantages, I thought, 
might eaſily have confounded a young Wri- 
ter, that never aim'd at being a Critic in the 
Greek Tongue, or made the Niceties of it 
his peculiar Study and Buſineſs. But, to con- 
ſult the ſeveral Editions, to collate the Ma- 
nuſcripts, to turn over Dictionaries, nay, and 


to make them; and all this ado, only to find 


a falſe Accent, and an Eſcape in peruſing a 
Manuſcript (which I have ſhewn to be the 
utmoſt of the Dr's Atchievement on this Ar- 
ticle) ſeems to me to ſavour too much of the 
Character of thoſe Men, who, as he himſelf 
makes the Obſervation, without conſidering; 
whom it hits, love to make a Noiſe about 
Trifles; or (not to wrong him of his own 
more elevated Expreſſions) to make a Tide and 


4 Flood in a Baſon of Water. * 
Nothing has done Learning more Diſſervice 


among the ſenſible Part of Mankind, than 
that indiſcreet Value, which Men of Letters 
oftentimes put upon the moſt trifling Parts 
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of Scholarſhip, of which Theophraſtus has gi- 
ven us a Character, as it relates to humane 
Life and Affairs. Tis this that has brought 
ſo ill a Report upon Critics and Criticiſin, 
and ſunk extreamly the Value of that ſort of 
Knowledge, which has been of ſuch excel- 
lent Uſe to the World, when wiſely em 
ploy'd. 2 | fre 4 

A. good Critic, is a Name that deſerves Ho- 
nour ; for it carries in it Probity, Learning, 
Reliſh, good Nature, and good Senſe, with 
a great many other very deſirable. Qualities: 
but, as the Word is now generally employ'd, 
to ſignify a captious, vain, opinionative, half- 
learn'd, ill- natur'd Cenſurer of other Mens 
Labours, I muſt confeſs, I think nothing can 
be more deſpicable. Let us ſtop a while, 
e' er we take our Leave of this Argument, 
to conſider their ſeveral Characters. | 

A good Critic diſtinguiſhes himſelf always 
by the Choice of his Subject; it is ſome Point 
ot Importance, and worth determining : An 
ill one is ever buſied in Things of no manner 
of Uſe nor Conſequence; and yet is as full of 
himſelf, and his Performances, as if the Com- 
monwealth could not ſubſiſt without him. 

A good Critic is modeſt and decent in his 
Cenſures, candid and impartial ; he treads 
warily, uſes his Judgment much, but diſtruſts 
it more: Speaks with Reſpect of thoſe he dif- 
ters from ; never takes a Pleaſure in inſulting 
over their Miſtakes, or leſſening their Repu- - 
tation. 1ſaac Caſaubon, Ger. 22 and Gro- 5 
tius were all Men of this Caſt; and ſo was I k. 
Menage too, till Baillet, toward the latter 
End of his Life, provok'd him. The 2 5 

| | racer 
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racter which our Excellent Pearſon * gives of * In bis 
him, is very remarkable, and fit to be conſi- Later 40 
der'd by Dr. Bentley before he appears again — 
in the Way of Criticiſm. Quanta Animi Modera- Diogenes 
tio | quantus Candor ! veram Criticam cum nul- Laertius. 


lius fame Diſpendio exercere : nullius Exiſtima- 
tionem lædere, nullius Erroribus inſultare, nuſ- 
quam ex Muſtaceo Laureolam quærere; per quos 
profeceris aperte praſiteri; a Viris doctiſſimis non 
niſi ſalvo eorum Honore, aperte diſſentire : Ut 
exclamare cogar, O Fecur vere Criticum fine 
Splene! In which allo he drew his own, as 
well as Menage's Character. | | 
Salmaſius and Scaliger had nothing of this 
in them, they were all Gall, and Pride, and 
Pedantry ; which made the vaſt Learning 
they were Maſters of fit fo ill upon them, that 
the World hated and deſpis'd them, at the 
fame Time that it was profiting by them: 
Mr. Wotton tells us, There are 2 now alive 
whoſe Fame will one Day equal that of the Scali- 
ger's (or, as it is in his laſt Edition, the 


Salmafius's) and Grotius's of other Nations . 4 R-fee. 
If he had put Salmaſius into Grotius's, and not he Fc. 


into Scaliger's Room, I would fo far have 


and Mod. 


Learning, 


agreed with him, that there are fome'now p. 383. 


alive, who will inherit their Fame, as to 
one great Part of their Character ; for they 
have all their ill Qualities in Perfection — 
with but a flight Mixture of any of their 
good ones. For my Part, were Dr. Bentley 
as great a Scholar, as tome ſay he is, or even 
as he thinks himtelf to be, yet I had rather 
not know the Greek Alphabet, than have his 
Knowledge, and his Manners together: Foras 
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much as I value Learning, I value good Senſe, 
and common Civility more. 

A good Critic is rich in his own Store; 
he has a ſure Fund of good Judgment and 
true Knowledge, which 
on all Occaſions, without needing to rifle his 
Neighbours: But an ill Critic, who ſets up 
the Trade without a Stock to manage it, 
muſt be perpetually _w the Plunder: The 
great Employment of his Sagacity is, to find 
out Hints in odd Corners of Books, where, 
*tis probable, No-body elſe will look for 
them; the chief Exerciſe of his judging Ta- 
lent lies in diſtinguiſhing what borrow*d No- 
tions he may molt ſafely put off for his own, 
and with the leaſt Danger of being diſcover'd. 

A Man of a ſound and well weigh'd Judg- 
ment is afraid always of ſtanding by himſelf 
in a new Opinion; but a Smatterer in Criti- 
ciſm is bold, and forward ; loves to maintain 
Paradoxes, and to defy the World. *Tis 
enough to make him think a Thing true or 
falſe, that every-body elſe has thought the 
contrary ; for he has no way of diſtinguiſh- 
ing himſelf, but by being ſingular. 

A Critic really ſuch, always proportions 
his Pains to the Difficulty of the Matter he 1s 
engag' d in, and dwells upon things more or 
leis, as they want more or leſs to be dwelt 
on: But a Pretender is conſtantly improper 
and impertinent in his Learning ; where the 
Knot of a Diſpute is, there you find him 
very reſerv*d and ſilent ; but he lets looſe all 
his Criticiſms upon you in plain Points, that 
No- body is in Danger of miſcu — 

| , 
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tl.” ea Ne as * 


Evifes of Phalaris, Examin'd, 


So have I ſeen the loft Clouds pour 

Into the Seas an uſeleſs Shower ; 

Whilſt the vex' d Sailors curs'd the Rain, 
Hor which poor Shepherds pray'd in vain. 


To compleat the Character of a Critic, it 


is requiſite, that he ſhould write well in that 


Way he pretends to cenſure; and be a good 
Pattern, in order to be thought a good Judge. 
The antient Criticks were generally ſo, as 
Ariſtotle, and Longinus, Tully, and Quintilian: 


But /ome now alive have ventur'd to criticize 


upon the Performances of very fine Pens, 
while they themſelves had the worſt in the 
World ; and have ſet up for Judges of good 
Writing by a Taſte form'd upon the Opi- 
nions, and in a Stile drawn from the Expreſ- 
ſions of Modern Prefaces and Comments. 

Twere endleſs to reckon up all the Parti- 
culars that diſtinguiſh their Characters; in- 
ſtead of it, take a Reflection or two which 
Monſieur $f. Evremont *, (a fine Writer, and 
a good Judge) has made on this Subject: 


227 


* Oeuvres 
melees, 
Troiheme 


Tome, 


I have ſeen (ſays he) of late Years, great. 28. 


Critics in Abundance, but few good Fudges. 
That learned Tribe is my Averfion, who are per- 


petually buſy in reſtoring corrupted Paſſages, that 


when reftor*d are at laſt worth nothing. They ſet 
the higheſt Price on ſuch Knowledge, as one would 
chuſe to be without ; and know leaſt of thoſe Things 


which moſt deſerve to be known. Having no fine 


Mayef thinking and ſpeaking themſelves, they can 


never enter into the Delicacy of another Man's 
Thought or „ hey would ſucceed very 
2 


well 
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well in explaining and commenting upon a Gram- 
marian, for his Mind is thrown into much the 
ſame Mould with theirs, and his Studies have 
lain the ſame Way : But when they come to one of 
the ſenſible and well-bred Writers of Antiquity, 
they neither reliſh, nor underſtand him. His Senſe, 
and Way of Thinking, muſt needs be lock*d up to 

hem; lis ſo very different from their own. In 
II. Rory, they know nothing of Men, or Affairs, 
they turn all lo Chronology; and ſo they be but 


able to tell you, what Year ſuch an one was Con- 
ſul, they care not whether they are aoquainted 
with his Character, or the great Events that 
happen'd in his Time. Cicero with them goes 
only for a Maker of Orations, Cæſar for a IM ri- 
ter of Commentaries ; the Conſul, and the Ge- 
neral, are loſt to them. TheGenius that animates 
their admirable Writings is not felt; the remarka- 
ble and inſtructive Paſſages there are not obſerv'd. 


I beg the Dr's Pardon for leading him into 
ſuch Writers as Bruyere, and St. Evremont, 
who think well, and ſpeak juſtly, and quote 
little; I know, upon all rhele Accounts, they 


arc not for his Taſte : To oblige him therefore, 


I will throw in a little Latin here from the 
Preface of a Modern Critic and I hope it will 
go down with him the better for the Sake of 
the Place where I find it. Hic Criticum, lays 
my Author, nonPedogegico Faſtu tumentum, aut 
Farraginequidem jejune Erudilion;s enuſtum for- 
mare aggreſſus ſum, ſed nou minits Judicis quam 
Memoria ſud uteutcnt; & qui probe calleat, quam 
fauca fentus ink etcrum Monuments intelligamus 
reg; iuodeſtè de aliis judicet, & ab omnibus di- 
fcere fit paratus. I us um cnte ou mii intelli- 
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gere quid Veteres velint; & fibi diligenter cavere 


ne opinetur ſe ſcire quod neſciat . Which Le Cler. | 


good Meaſures had Dr.. Bentley, in his criti- — 5 = 
re, . 


cal Studies and Attempts, vouchſaf*d to ob- 
ſerve, he had ſav'd himſelf and me the 
Trouble of this public Diſpute about Phala- 
775: He had not raſhly enter'd the Liſts upon 
an Argument which he is by no Means a Ma- 
ſter of; nor begun an indiſcreet Controverſy, 
without conſidering where it might end. 

He threatens meand the World with ſome 


further Remarks of this Kind in Latin: I am 


not, I confeſs, very apprehenſive of that; be- 
cauſe, if he had intended to write in that 
Tongue, it had been proper to have done it 
at rſt: For in that Tongue the Reflection, 
that has given him all this Uneaſineſs, was 
written; and in that Tongue therefore one 
would think it ſhould have been anſwer*d, and 
this whole Controverſy manag'd. But what- 
ever he may do, I cannot promiſe him that 
no other Language will be employ'd againſt 
him; nor that the Enquiries of ſome, whom 
he has affronted, will not be extended a lit- 
tle farther than theſe Diſſertations. 

] was indeed in Hopes, when I firſt put Pen 
to Paper, that the Diſpute would have lain 
purely between us two, and have been deci- 
ded by an Appeal to the learned Men of our 
own Nation: But I find the Matter 1s not 
likely to reſt here; Dr. Bentley's Boaſts of his 
Correſpondence abroad, and of the Compli- 
ments that from thence have been paid him, 
have made it neceſſary to ſet him and his Per- 


formances in as tru? a Light towards Foreign- 


ers, as they do, or will appear in here at k Home: 
3 qv 
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particularly to let Monſieur Spanbeim, and 
Monſieur Grevius know, how miſtaken 


they have been in placing their Civilities up- 


on one that does not delerve them : and can 
never be valu'd, but where he is not known, 

Tf therefore I have not made Uſe of all the 
Advantages againſt Dr. Bentley, which he has 
given me, nor diſplay'd him fully in all his 
Colours; thoſe Defects, I hope will ſoon be 


ſupply'd by a better Hand, that intends to 


do Right to the Subject, and to the Dr's Cha- 
racter, in a Tongue that will laſt longer, and 
go further: For, ſince Dr. Bentley has appeal d 
to Foreign Univerſities, to Foreign Univerſities 
he muſt go. | 


GG e.g 


— — 
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UPON THE 
Fables of Æ S OP, 
EXAMIN'D. 


Had laid together ſome ſhort Remarks 
upon the reſt of the Dr's Appendix, 
which were intended to accompany 
theſe: But I ſhall be oblig'd to leave 
England before I can put them into Or- 

der. However, I cannot part with the Dr. 
till I have given him my Thoughts of his 
Performance on Æſop; and examin'd. whe- 
ther he has any better Grounds for oppoſing 
his Judgment to Sir William Temple's, in the 
Caſe of the Fables, than in that of the Epiſtles. 
cannot ſtay long enough on the Subject to 
do Right to it; but what I ſhall be able to 
ſay, will, I hope, ſufficiently prove, that the 
Reaſonings and Diſcoveries in this latter Part 
of his Work are perfectly of a Piece with 
thoſe we have already had to do with ; and, 
let him diſpute againſt Phalaris, or AÆſop, or 
224 What 
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what elſe he pleaſes, that Dr. Bentley will be 

Dr. Bentley ſtill. 3 1 
He ſets out well, J am glad, ſays he, to 
find a good Part of the Work done ready to my 
Hand. For Monſieur Bachet, Sieur de Miziriac, 
* Dirt. has writ the Life of Flop in French*. Which 
p. 35. Life the Reader now ſuppoſes that Dr. Bentley 
has read, and found to agree exactly with his 
own Sentiments; but to his Surprize 'twill ap- 
ear, that the Dr. has neither read it, nor ſeen 
it: For in the next Line he confeſſes that he 
could never meet with it. So that he finds his 
Work done to his Hands in a Book that he 
has not yet found : Books loſt and Books 
not yet come to his View, are as inſtructive 
to him as any Books in his Study. There is 
no dealing with ſuch a profound Scholar as 
this, who is as well read in what he has not 
ſeen, as in what he has. But perhaps here, 
as in other Caſes, he has his Accounts at ſe- 
cond Hand: Not fo neither, he is purely up- 
on the Conjecture ; and can gueſs from he 
great Learning of the Author known to him by his. 
other Works, that he has in a Manner exhauſted 
the Subjef?, That is, by his Mathematical 
Notes upon Diophantus he can gueſs what he 
ſays upon Aſop's Fables. But, methinks, *tis 
a little nicely gueſs'd, that Meziriac has in a 
Manner exhauſted the Subject : Why ſhould not 
a Man, that had written ſo well upon Diopban- 
jus, have quite exhauſted it? I begin now to 
gueſs Something too; and may be able to make 
out my Guels, e're I am a Month older: I 
am going into a Country, where Meziriac is, 
| ſuppole, to be had; and, when J have ſeen 
him, perhaps I ſhall find, that Dr. f 
cen 
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ſeen him too —----- tho? he has forgotten it. 


For he pretends to preſent us here only with 
ſuch Things as have eſcaped the Obſervation of 
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others, and I now know him fo well, that! 


ſuſpect him of Courſe whenever he ſets up for 
Dilcoveries. The Buſineſs of Ocellus has given 
us one remarkable Inſtance of this Kind; and 
this ſmall Piece we are upon will preſently, 
even without the Help of Mezirzac, afford us 
another. . 

The firſt of his e looſe Things which he 
fancies have eſcap*d the Obſervation of others, 
is, that lis very uncertain if (he would ſay 
whether) Eſop himſelf left any Fables behind 


him in Writing, This Hint has I believe eſ— 


cap*dthe Obſervation of others: For they that 


have obſerv*d any Thing about it, have ob- 


ſerv'd the Contrary. The Phraſe of Antiqui- 
ty is the ſame, when they mention any 
Thing of Aſop's, as it would have been, 


had they thought -F/op really to have wrote 


it; the Antients quote him juſt as they doother 


Authors: When Plate, Ariſtotle, Ariſtophanes, 
Plutarch, Galen, Themiſtius Gellius cite any 


Thing from him, tis ws On, ws :Qaoxe, ws EAEVE, 


ala Tov "Aiowrov, ola rov Aiowne nher, inquit, 
&c. And how would they have expreſs'd them- 
ſelves otherwiſe, if Æſop's Writings had con- 
feſſedly lain before them? Dr. Bentley ſure 
will not be ſo captious as to ſay, that theſe 
Forms of Speech are not expreſs enough; 
among all Authors that quote from others, 
ws On and dg yeaaþrv, are equivalent and us'd 
indifferently. Biſhop Pearſon has largely 


prov'd this in his Vindiciæ [gnating *, a- „ par. 1. 
gainſt Dai/ſz who laid Hold of this Cavil, p. 83. 


to diſparage the Epiſtles of Ignatius: 


And 
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And I the rather refer the Dr. to that income 

parable Work, becauſe he confeſſes with ſome 
Sbame, that he had either never read it, or ut- 

* Diſfert. erh forgot it *. A good Account of his Ac- 
P. 113 quaintance with one of the firſt Books in the 
World, in the Way of his. Profeſſion! They 

that read Books at this Rate, will be ſure to 

write Books that will be ſo read. But not to 

— forget our Buſineſs — The Word tYparlev 


itſelf is apply'd 


(a) Agira warrur ovyſpa- 
as Te; fue Teoyops, 


b) Eyed rd & AHD 
409 eule iv . Rog 
e. warxncor 0 rie Oaos Tov 
* Aiowwor Amoxgipala yryga- 
Oivas . 


e) Suidas explains aro- 
RHD by Nu, in that ve- 
ry Place. 


to ÆAſop, as an Author, by 
Suidas, Aphthonius (a), and 
others: What Suidas ſays, 
deſerves a Reflection; his 
Words are (5), ſop wrote 
two Books of what befell him 
at Delphos; but others are 
rather of Opinion that he wrote 
nothing but Fables (c). So that 
tho* ſome doubted, whether 
he. wrote 'any Account of 
what happen'd to him at 
Delphos, yet according to 


Suidas, No-body doubted but that he wrote 
Fables. Euſtatbius calls him expreſly not A- 
Tos only, but wleyeaÞE@>; expounding the 
+ Ad ini- one by the other F. The Words too of the 
_ Ilia- 01d Scholiaſt on Ariſtophanesare ſo full, I think, 


IS A. 


(4) Sch. in 
Plu.1124. 


as not eaſily to be eluded; a Alcunr, ſays he, 
wv Tois paulors T& cure Arya (d). That few ſay in 
Terms, he was a Writer, is becauſe No-body 
had any Suſpicions to the contrary : And 


when the Doubt was not ſtarted, nor thought 
of, there was no need to guard againſt it, I 


have produc'd ſome Antients 


at ſay, he 


did write ; Dr. Bentley does not pretend to 
In- 
ſtead 


inſtance in any that ſay, he did not : 


: ms. „ d iv. Co. Ar: Mn, LO, no. Se: 
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ſtead of that, his beſt Arguments for this 
new Point are theſe that follow. 


The old Man in Ariſtophanes (ſays he e) . P. 136. 


learn d bis Fables inConverſation,tuoaluiLuuroriu. 
In which of his Dictionaries does Luhn 
ſignify Converſation ? Or is it neceſſary that 
what was learnt at a Feaſt muſt be learnt in 
Converſation ? Might it not be a Part of their 
Feſtival Entertainments, to have ſome agree- 
able Book read to them? And might nor 
A ſop ſometimes be that Book ? If this be 
the Caſe, then the old Man might learn his 
Fables at a Feaſt, and yet learn them out of 
a Beok too. But ſuppoſe he did not, allow- 
ing that he learnt them in Converſation. ; 
what follows from hence? That becauſe the 
Fables of Æſop were in Eve: y-bodies Mouth, 
and told at their Meals, by Way of Enter- 
tainment, therefore there was no written Col- 
lection of them, they were preſery'd all by 
Memory. If this be Criticiſing, I am ſure, 
Criticiſing has nothing to do with Reaſoning. 
By the ſame Way of Deduction will I prove, 
that we have not a written Creed now, nor e- 
ver had one: For havenot all People from the 
Riſe of Chriſtianity down to this Time 
learnt it, without the Help ofa Book ? And 
is it not plain therefore that the Creed is 
pam by Memory only, and has never 
een committed to Writing ? 
The Dr. produces a ſecond Paſſage. in Ari- 


ſtopbhanes, where one Man reproaches another's 


Ignorance, thus d Aurwro werarmas;, you have 
not read ſo much as Mop ; tor ſo he himſelf 
tranſlates it: From whence, he ſays, one might 
conclude, that Æſop wrote bis own Fables. : It 

nn | they 
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they were his own Fables, one might prett 

ſafely conclude that he wrote them; for tho. 
Writings are the moſt properly a Man's own, 
which he writes. But Dr. Bentley, it ſeems, 
concludes from this very Paſſage, (I cannot 
imagine how) that Æſop did not write them. 
Till he tells us, by what wonderful Means he 
got to this Concluſion, I can ſay nothing to 
it. But as for his occaſional and weighty De- 
bate, whether or no dd "Airwrov aerarna; be 

»Diſſer. a Proverbial Saying ſpokenof Iliterates*; Ican 
P. 136. ſee no Manner of Reaſon why 1t was brought 
in here, but meerly for the Pleaſure of con- 
tradicting Eraſmus, and Scaliger: Proverb, 
or no Proverb, I think, it equally proves, 
that there were Fables at that Time, which 
went under the Name of Aſop; and what 
Advantage can be made of this, muſt be a- 
gainſt Dr. Bentley. 
The cloſing Argument that winds theſe 
Proofs up into a Demonſtration, is a Paſſage in 
Plato's Phedo, where So- 
+ "Ov mgoxrigus rim, 5 crates ſays T: Among the 
nap paves Tec Awe, Fables of Flop 1 bad at 


. vemenber'd *, 1 
DiTLYy mv. f ; 0 


* Or, new to be his. put thoſe into V erſe, that firſt 
occurr'd to me: From whence , 
the Dr. ſhrewdly oblerves, that Socrates does : 
not ſay, that he made Uſe of a Book of Fables: : 
And from his not ſaying ſo would have us be- i 

heve that there was no ſuch Thing as a Book ot 
E ſop's Fables in Socrates's Time. Socrates was q 
now in Priſon, and in Obedience to a divine 1 
Admonition thought himſelf oblig*d to do E 
ſomething in Poetry ; He pitch'd upon A, „ 


putting into Verſe ſuch of his Fables as oc- 
curr'd to him; and, if we may gueſs by what 
WC 
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we have left of his Doing, ſuch Fables occurr'd 


to him as were neareſt his own Caſe. Now 


what Need was there of having Recourſe to 
a written AÆſop, for that which he and every 
body remember'd ? Or what Wonder was it, 
that he had not the Book by him in Priſon ? 
why, we are not ſure that, at the particular 
Point of Time when he did theſe Fables in Pri- 
fon, he had ſo much as Pen and Ink allow*d him. 

This is what might be ſaid, ſuppoſing ini 
am to ſignify, remember'd as Dr. Bentley tran- 
ates it: But, with his Leave, I think the Mar- 
ginal Senſe I have given of the Word is the 


truer, and that the Paſſage ought to be thus 


render'd; Among the Fables of Hſop I had at 
Hand, and knew to be his, &c. for otherwiſe, 
there will be three“ Expreſſions in this ſhort * aeox6- 
Sentence, that ſignify much the ſame Thing, 95 #x» 
over and over again: A Fault in writing, . . 
which Dr. Bentley might eaſily fall into, but a; . 
Plato hardly could. And if this be the true xo. 
Tranſlation of the Words, they plainly, I 
think, imply, that Socrates did make uſe of a 
Book of Fables; whereas our Critic produces 
them to ſhew he did not. | 
Of the three Paſſages then, which he has 
brought to prove #/op no Author, two of 
them +, if they prove any Thing, prove di: 
rectly the Contrary ; And the other * proves f O 4+ 
nothing, but that Dr. Bentley has read Some- e. 
body, that has read Ariſtophanes. de rex 
This is the irreſiſtible Evidence, with which es «x, 
Dr. Bentley has taken upon him to confront ©: , 
the Opinion of two Thouſand Tears; ſuch ,, cw 
Evidence, as one would not admit againſt Sin- oy, 


. ” = — * * 
mias Rhodius to rob him of his Honour of his 


Egg. 


1 1 2. Life recorded in Xenophon and Plato, by the 
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Egg, or his Hatchet. Is it fit, that Men ſhould 
make Uſe of their little Skill in Letters, their 
Conjectures, their Fancies, their Dreams, to 
attack the Reputation of our firſt Maſters in 
good Writing ? Is it grateful, with ſuch 
groundleſs Sutpicions as theſe to fall upon the 
Father of Moral Fable, whoſe happy Way of 
conveying Knowledge has been ever ſpoken 
of with ſo much Reſpect, and been of ſuch 
ftanding Uſe to Mankind? Has Dr. Bentley 
{worn to be at Defiance, with every Man that 
writes maſterly in his Way? Sir William Tem- 
ple, I believe, could not be better pleas'd 
than in being affronted in ſo very good Com- 
pany. Let me tell our Critic, what I have 
heard from wiſe Men, that Confidence and Pa- 
radoxes are not the true Way to a laſting Repu- 
tation, that the firſt Point of Modeſty and 
Senſe is, never to contradict the whole World 
needleſly; and the next to that, to be ſure ne- 
ver to do it, but upon very good Grounds. 
The Dr. often gives me an Occaſion to put 
him in Mind of this Truth; and more than 
once in the very Paſſage we are upon: Where 


he has laid hold of a careleſs Expreſſion in 


Laertius (a Writer of his own Form) to op- 

pole Plato's Account of Socrates, or rather So- 

crates's Account of himſelf. Laertius, he ſays, 

\ ſeems to hint that Socrates did but one Fable: 

And this ſeeming Shadow of an Hint, even 

from Laertius, is to bear down the expreſs 

geen tze Authority of Plato, who ſays he did ſeve- 
Paſſage ral *. The very Spirit of Athenzus is got into 
before him, who Þ undertook to diſprove ſome of 
rem, the moſt remarkable Particulars of Socrates's 


c. 15. very 


171 a m 


r A. 
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very ſame negative Way of arguing, that 

Dr. Bentley makes Uſe of againſt Phalaris and 

Aſop; the Silence and Pretermiſſion of Au- 
thors (a): Nay, and expreſſes himſelf in the (a) Diller. 
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| fame mannerly Way too, calling Plato, the 5 - 64. 


beſt-bred Man in the World, Dog, and Lyar, 
covertly indeed, whereas Dr. Bentley has be- 


ſtow'd much the ſame Ti- 
tles (4) on thoſe he diſputes 
againſt, bluntly and openly. 
But the impartial Caſaubon 
takes the Part of thoſe great 
Men, againſt his Author; re- 

roves his Rudeneſs, and con- 
futes his Reaſonings; and 
ſhews him to be, as confident 
Clowns generally are, all over 
miſtaken (c). The Men of 
Letters, I hope, will excuſe 
this Freedom; no Man 1s 
readierthanIam to value A. 


() Leucon carries one 
thing, and his Ais another. 
2. 

— ſomething uſeful to a Lyar 
befides a pretty Invention. 

p. 17. 


(e) Dr. Bentley has wentu- 
red to make uſe of theſe very 
exploded Arguments of A- 
thenæus, to diſcredit Socra- 
tes's Epiſtles; and uſbers them 
in with this Glorious Cha- 
racter, Among other Errors 
in Chrouology for which 4- 


 theueus chaſtiſes Plato. Diſſ. 


thenæus for what he ought to ?: 93: 
be valu'd, the Fragments and 
Remains of Antiquity which he has preſerv'd: 
but, to ſee him inſolently trampling on great 
Names, is what I cannot bear without Indig- 
nation. | N 

I need no Tranſition from hence to Dr. Bent- 
ley ; who, taking it now for granted, that Æſop 
did not write his own Fables, will tell us, Who 
wrote them for him. Demetrius Phalereus he 
thinks to have been the firſt that committed them 
4% Writing *: And if others ſhould think that * P. 138. 
he was not the firſt, they would have ſome- 
what better Ground for their Thought than 


he has; for, without inſiſting on the Paſſage 
| | in 


240 


Dr. Bentley's Diſſertation upon the 
in Plato, they have Ariſtophanes, and his 
Scholiaſt (either of whoſe Words may be ta- 
ken in this Caſe, I hope, a little fooner than 


Dr. Bentley's) to countenance their Opinion. 


Ariſtophanes, in the Paſſage mention*d by 
Dr. Bentley, plainly intimates, that there was 


a Book of #/op's Fables in his Time; and bis 


Time was before Demetrius's. Ou *Aiowroy 
werd TN, is, ne Æſopum quidem legiſti : Thus, 
the Scholiaſt interprets it; werarmas avri re 
&viywos; thus the Uſe of the Word we5narmas in 

other Authors || proves it 


ought to be tranſlated ; and, 


Plato in bis Phzdrus, which is more than all, Dr. 


has emplay'd it Juft in this 
manner, c junv Taye T- 
cia aUTW MENUATHXOS a- 
Bu; P. 273-8. e. Tiſiam ip- 
ſum accurate triviſti, perlegi- 
ſti. Serranus has miſtaken the 
Senſe of it, and tran/lated it, 
Gravuer peſſum dediſti. 


Bentley himſelf has thus ren- 


der'd it, You have not read 

much as Hſop. How could 
A ſop be read at a Time, 
when he ſuppoſes that there 
was no Collection of Æſop's 
Fables committed toMriting? 


It happens indeed now and 
then, that Books are written without being 
read (Some of Dr. Bentley's Works will be a 
Proot of this) but it can never happen, I 
preſume, that any Book ſhould .be read, 
without being written. There is another Paſ- 
ſage in Ariſtophanes's Eigivn, where, ſpeaking 
of the Eagle, he has theſe Words, | 


— 17 5 
"Ev Too Aiowne A e:nuechn 
Moire Twerewwn £45 Oed; * Pe. 


The Fable he referrs to, is that of the Eagle 
and the Beetle, which is in the preſent Col- 
lection ; and, I think, he maniteftly quotes a 
Collection of Fables extant in his Time; I'm 

| | ſure, 
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ſure, had he intended to quote ſuch a Collec- 


tion, he could not have us'd Words that 


would more plainly have expreſs'd his Mean- 
ing. To return to my Point therefore, if 
there was a coritten Flop in Ariſtophanes's 
Time, then Demetrius Phalereus could not be 
the firſt who committed Eſop's Fables towriting.. 
All the Mention we have of this Perfor- 
mance of Demetrius is in Laertius, who ſays 
it was calPd Altrei, and 'Airwreiuv Ao Cu- 
yoyas ; by which it ſeems to Dr. Bentley, that 
they were in Proſe ;, and if it ſhould ſcem to 
Any-body elſe, that they were in Verſe, they 


have juſt as much Reaſon for their Fancy, as 


he has: Unleſs by his divining Faculty, he can 
from the Titles being in Proſe, ſmell out that 
the York was ſo. Some, heſays, may imagine, 
that they are the ſame that are now extant : 


Some]! Who? Not Meziriac I hope, becauſe 


he has not ſeen him. But, whoever theſe 
Some be, Dr. Bentley, is againſt them. ITI 
(lays he) they were the ſame that are extant] 
for then they would be well writ, with ſome Ge- 
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nius and Spirit (a). How are we to take him? 4 Diſſert. 
Would Demetrius's Fables have been better 2. 138. 


than they were, if they had been ſtill extant? 
Or would the Fables that are extant, and by 
ſome aſcrib'd to Demetrius, be better than 
they are, if Demetrius had wrote them ? Had 
Dr. Bentley wiſh*d that Demetrius's Fables were 
{till extant, it had been a kind Wiſh'; be- 
cauſe Demetrius is thought a better Writer 
than he that compos'd theſe Fables : But to 
with Demetrius's the ſame that are now extant, 
is to with his Fables no better written, nor 


with more Genius or Spirit, than thoſe we have. 
Whom 
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Whom have we now after Demetrius? 

Why, Some-body, that wrote the Moba, and 

might, for ought Any-body knows, be be- 

fore him. For Suidas, the only Man the Dr. 

finds that mentions theſe Mubuz, giving no 
Intimation of the Author's Age, weare ut- 

terly at a Loſs were to fix him; unleſs Dr. 

Bentley can help us out here, and by looking 

into his Mouth tell us of what Age his Greek 
is. Probably he was of no one Age; the Mobo. 

or Mobi in Verſe, like our preſent Collec- 

tion in Proſe, were, tis natural to think, made 
up from ſeveral Authors that wrote in ſeve- 

ral Times; amongſt which Babrius himſelf 

(the next Author he mentions) might have 
. but a Share, tho' a very large 

1 155 Bins dna, fays one (5): For we find him 
2 lr 1 often quoted together with, 
pobixe, Suidas in Kogiap- and as it Were under the 
S Bag. i, 17; ww. common Title of Mobo or 
bs. Suna in xa Mob (c); and, by the bye, 
BaBgiar, tile is wb nat to Scazons only, but 
aufs;. Sudas in Bag, ö „ 
84 En is Muncie Juidas Hexameters too (); which, 
in Nero” it it were a Miſtake of Sui- 
8 5 | das, might probably ariſe 
from his finding him mix'd with the other 
Writers of the Mu : But I am very un- 
willing to think it a Miſtake, becauſe the 
Verſes are fine ones, and worthy of Ba- 


brivs, Whether this Gueſs of mine be right i 

or no, tis ſomewhar better founded b 

than the Dr's, who judges theſe ub j 

| 15 

Q 
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to have been written all in Elegiac Verſe, Be- 


cauſe he finds under this Title two Pentame- 
ters quoted; and beſides, in three different 
Places, three Hexameters, which might have 
no Pentameters after them; and (to ſtrength- 
en his Inference yet farther) another Inſtance 
of two Hexameters together. This the 
Reader will find to be a true State of the Caſe, 
if he will take the Trouble of conſulting the 
Paragraph, where this new Thought is in as 
new a Manner ſurprizingly well handled. 

I bad like here to have overlook*d one con- 
ſiderable Branch of the Dr's Diſcovery, where 


he informs us, that thefe Fragments of the 


Mobi belong to the Æſopic Fables, which, he 
lays, has not yet been obſerv'd, that he knows _ 
of (a). I believe No-body ever read thef * : 
Fragments but obſerv'd it; however they © my 
kept their Obſervation to themſelves, becaute 
they knew No- body could read them without 
obſerving it. For to what elfe could Frag- 
ments of Fables, written after the Manner of 
AÆſop, belong, but to the Aſopic Fables? 
Which Title is known to comprehend nor 
only the Fables ſuppos'd to have been writ- 
ten by Aſop himſelt; but all others, fram'd 
after his Model. | | : 

The Reader remembers, that after Deme- 
trius came Some-body, who might as well, for 
any Thing we Know ol his Time, have come 
before him. Now after this Some-body comes 
one Babrius *, who has the Ad vantage indeed Diſſer. 
of our laſt Author in having a Name, and no P. * 
otherwiſe : For his Time is equally a Secret 
to us. Avienus, tis true, by the Order he has 
plac'd him in, ſeems to think he was before 

e Plas 
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Phedrus ; but how little, or how long before, 
No- body can determine. So that this Babri- 
4s, that liv'd we dont know when, comes af- 
ter an Author, we don't know who, and e- 
qually living we don't know when. _ | 

The Chronology of Babrius being thus 
ſettl'd, the Dr. proceeds to his Character; 
and ſays, he was a Writer of Size and Quality: 
I agree with him in his Meaning, tho? his 
Wording of it be a little particular. Babrius 
was indeed, as far as we can gueſs by the - 
ſmall Remains we have of him, a very valu- 
able Author, and deſerv'd to have liv*d as 
well as Phzdrus himſelſ: He has not been loſt 
ſo long as Phedruswas ; may he be recover'd 
as entire! His Draughts are all natural, 
his Expreſſion lively, and his Turn of 
Verſe numerous and proper. But the Dr. 
has by no Means done Right to his Character 
in the Inſtances he has given us to judge him 
by; which are cited imperfectly both, and 


the laſt of them extreamly to his Diſadvan- 
tage. The firſt, about the ic Lion, which 


the Dr. has thus quoted, 


* dic 719 Vo 
Kor 8, wx & nh Hi 


he may pleaſe thus to ſupply, 
Gute tow on1AvyyOÞ ) o1% rig VT 
- Kapvwy #Be3anr" &C. | | 
To the next, Seit 5 ot xlr behoge Ouaud G 


lol ne, he may add theſe two beautiful Verſes, 
| | Ko,- 


* 


* 


(*) Suidas, in ant „ where xorwaw is, I ſuppoſe, a Corruptios 
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| Kounpivs Atovr©»>, pins xing 4 

Adeape (T) H 6 ds Al thupobn* 

Oęit ac d x⏑,]ꝗjjn & c. Suid. in Optereyar 
and this (to his eternal Scandal be it el 
is a 2 Proof that he has not read over all 
Suidas. Nay, I have Reaſon to ſuſpect, that 
he is got no further than Kama; which I ob- 
ſerve here to be the utmoſt Line of his Cita- 
tions. I would not have the Reader ſlight 
this Diſcovery of mine; for*tis as conſiderable 
as any of Dr. Bentley's, that are purely his own: 
To oblige our Critic, who is ſo fond of 
new Hints, I will ſuggeſt one to him, that 
he may, if he pleaſes, improve at his Leiſure. 
In the Scholia on Thucydides (p. 266. there 
is a Paſſage quoted, t# Tow rs Aivwrs jails ; 
and the Words of it are, + 


2 ZINGP ZANov z Yeeuoa)iAuy 
Tętxeris, A ZANev i Xoaxou Two, 


Mt 


Now here's a new Author for Dr. Bentley, 
one that writ Fables alternately in Scazons 
and Iambicks; or here's a Proof at leaſt that 
Babrius (whoſe Verſes theſe ſeem to be) did 
not write all his Fables in Scazons unmix'd: 
which may alſo be further confirm'd from this ® In . 
Paſſage inSuzdas*,quoted by him out of Babrius, Main * 

vx Ghee idogav sv, anna Jaime TEAAGKIENO 

Ties ; for it runs naturally into theſe Verſes, 


| —— 8x tdogav du gro. 


Ew, &AX& ga iu oue TOAGjhVG 40 iutg. | 
| R 3 TS - 
(+) The rid Meaſure of the Verſe requires that it ſhould be 


A:Tapes. But the Painting is more lively, according t6 the pre /ent 
umbers, | 
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I ſuggeſt this Thought to the Dr. to enrich 
his Diſſertation with, when he puts it into 
Latin. After he has done ſo, Some-body per- 
haps may ſhew him, that *tis founded on a 
miſtaken Reading of thoſe two Paſſages; but 
till then, I ſhall leave them as I found them, 
Alfter theſe light Skirmiſhes, Dr. Bentley 
comes at laſt to his main Point; pretty early 
I thank him: For he is, not yet got quite half 
Way in his Remarks (that ſhould be) upon 
Eſop. He now draws all his Forces againſt 
the preſent Sett; and his Arguments, I find, 
(makingAllowance for a few Stragglers, which 
J ſhall fetch into their Ranks) march in this 
Order. Firſt he attempts to prove that 
Parcel of the preſent Sett which Nevelet put 
(0) ds out, to be younger than #/ep(a); in the next 
(1 $- Place, that it is even recenter than Babrius (C): 
And laſtly, that the other Parcel. of them, 
which he aſcribes to Planudes, is yet younger 
0 f VIII. than Neveler's (c). 
5 Upon the firſt Article he performs ve 
notably; he is to detect the whole CXXXV 
to be ſpurious: Now would I willingly com- 
pound for the dd XXX VI (it our Critic will 
give me leave to call an even Number 10); 
but how many do you think he has diſprov'd ? 
No leſs than one, and here endeth this Argu- 
ment. | 
Not being able to proceed any farther here, 
he draws back, and talls once again upon his 
firſt Preliminary, that #/op wrote no Fables, 
which, having now waded deep in the Con- 
troverſy, he clearly perceives, becauſe the 
( XClIIId is told by Ariſtotle, differently from 
what it is in Aſep, and in Lucian 1 
; | rom 
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from what it is in Ariſtotle. Now here's a 
long Chain of deſperate Conſequences; for 
if Dr. Bentley has prov'd any Thing, he has 
prov'd ten times more than he is aware of. 
If #/ep did not write this Fable, becauſe Ari- 
tolle gives different Circumſtances of it; then 
neither did Ariſtotle write it, becauſe Lucian's 
Account of it is as different from his, as his 
is from Æſop's. Nay, according to Dr. Bent- 
ley, neither has Lucian told this Fable, tho' we 
find it in his Works; becauſe it is otherwiſe 
told in our preſent Sett, which the Dr. ſup- 
pang written by a Man more modern than 
he. All that can be gather'd from the little 
Varieties in the ſame. Fable, is, that they who 
had Occaſion to tell it, went no further than 
their Memory for it, where the Main of the 
Fable, and as much as was for their Purpoſe, 
lay. And as for the nice Circumſtances of 
it, they either miſtook them by Accident, or 
thought they could vary them for the bet- 
A | 
This Digreſſion has kindly ſupply'd the 
Room of his firſt Attempt; in the next, he 
endeavours at Something that is really to his 
Purpoſe; and if his Proof were full, and 
were his own, I, for my part, ſhould thank 
him for the Diſcovery : But as it is neither, I 
ſhall take the Liberty to ſhew both that and 
him in their proper Colours, and to do Juſtice 
to the Dead whom he has pillag'd. | 
| His Pretence, and his, Words are, that the 
Author of the Parcel which was publiſh*d byNeve- 
| letus did nothing elſe but epitomize Babrius, and 
N put him into Proſe (a). Granting he did not, 
| whom are we to thank for this Thought ? 
R 4 ä 


* 


(a) Diſſer. 
. 143 


248 Dr. Bentley” s Diſfrtatian upon the 


Dr. Bentley ſays, himſelf ; for he diſcover 4 
(% Ibid. it (a). But there's an honeſt Editor of the 
7. 14 Dr's Acquaintance, a Man of a fair Character, 
and who has not yet been convicted of wy 
Trick, that puts in for the Diſcovery: Let 
hear what he fays, and what the Dr. can an- 
ſwer to it. | 
Nevelet. A Diſcovery at this Time of Day ! 
why, I found it out fourſcore Years ago, and 
publiſh'd it to all the World i in my Edition of 
Aſop. f 
. Bentley. What care I for your Edition? r 
1 found it out myſelf. 
Nev. Not care for my Edition! You 
conſtantly refer to it, and make Uſe on't, 
(5) P. 141, and quote my Preface: (5): Does not all your 
Diſpute turn upon Nevelet's Parcel? How 
can you pretend Ignorance ? * L 
Bent. I pretend to publiſh ſuch Things on 
as have eſcap'd the Obſervation of others ; 
have done ſo, and I'll ſtand to it. 
Nev. Stand to what you will, *tis my 
Obſervation, and Il unmaſ# you. Have not 
I ſaid, after quoting a Scazon out of the Proſe- 
F ables, Redolent bæc ut plurima alia harum Fa- 
bularumVerſus Iambicos: atq; utinam exſtarent bi 
Verſus, unde hæc deſumpta ſunt , Babrium ipſum, 
quantum. video, Inte I haberemus ciljus jam 
( Not. in Umbram tantim Epitomen habemus (c). 


Fab. 157. What have you ſaid more than this comes to? 
Bent. Ves, Idon't call them, as you do, barely 
Jambicꝶs, Icall themCholiambicks, and Scazons: 
beſides, You ſpeak doubtfully, redolent hc, ut 
plurima alia, Verſus Tambicos: But ] ſpeak poſi- 
tively ; my Expreſſions are, 7. bere are moſt vi- 


Able 


moſt remarkable Hint of mine, Cujus jam E- 


them ſeveral Paſſages, that were not of a Piece 


I preſently ſuſpected that the Writer had taken 
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ible Footſteps, This is a manifeſt turning out of 
Choliambicks ; who does not diſcover here a Sca- 

201 ? + EE 

Nev. You have indeed a peculiar Way of 
Speaking; but what elſe bans you added 

to my Diſcovery, beſides Confidence? You 
endeavour what you can to diſguiſe what 
you'take from me ; but after all, there ap- 
pears upon you here and there not only 2 
Sameneſs of Senſe, but a Sameneſs of Words too, 
which could not fall out by Accident * And this, Diſſert. 
is your own Way of tracing a Plagiary, the 7. 37- 


PITOMEN habemus, don't you tranſlate it li- 
terally, and ſay, that the Author of that Par- 
cel did nothing but EPXOMISE Babrius ? 
Bent. I don't go upon Hints; I have de- 
monſtrated, it is my Thought, by ſhewing 
the very Manner in which I found it out. 1 
diſcover d it by this Means; I obſerv'd in 


with the reſt, but had a Turn and Compoſition 

plainly Poetical, as in the CLXIIId. Fable, 

which begins thus Ov r, ui oxlhora Xwhos 

tc This I ſaw was a Choliambic Verſe (a). (a) Diſſer. 
Nev. I know where you ſaw it ; it was inp. 143- 

my Notes upon this Fable, where I have 

theſe Word S, Oe? WATTS THOACTH, &c. Ver- 

ſus Iambicus Scazon 
Bent. But I improve upon this and ſay 


this out of Babrius. 

Nev. That is the very Tranſlation of my 
Words, that follow, Quales Babrias ſcriꝑpſit, 
nec fatis {cio num Babriæ igſius. Now, ſuppoſe 

| you 


%. 
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You had obſerv'd ſeveral Footſteps of Scazons 
in the Fables, is it credible that you ſhould' 
take your firſt Hint from that very Fable I 

6) Fab. did, which comes fo late in the Book (5); 

CLXIIT when the ſame Hint might as well have been 

taken from ſeveral Fables before it ? Come, 
come, Dr, this. bears hard upon you; the 
Footſteps of Babrius are not near ſo plain in 
the Fables, as the Footſteps of my — 
in your Remarks. 1 

Bent. I tread in no Man's Footſteps; tis 
well known, I have declar'd loudly againſt 
Filching ; do you think d turn Filcher myſelf? 
Foreign Profeſſors know me better.. 
Nev. Vizzanius, and I, know you better 
than, they do; and the World in a little time 
thall know you as well as we do. You 
. 1 35 might ſafely injure the Dead; 
but the Living ſhall do us right upon you, 
{trip you of all your borrow'd Plumes, and 
return them to their ſeveral Owners: You ng 
read your Fate out of theſe Veries of Virgil. 


is Bentleius ovat Spoliis, gaudetq; potitus. 
Neſcia Mens hominum Fati, Sortiſq ; futuræ; 
El ſervare modum rebus ſublata ſerundis 
11] tempus erit, magno cum optaverit emptum 
No Neveletum, & cum Spolia iſta,diemg; 
Oaerit —— | 


The Caſe between Nevelet and Dr. Bentley 
is fairly repreſented in this Dialogue; and if 
Any-body till thinks that the Dr. ſtruck out 
this Hint purely by his own Sagacity, Im 
ſure, I ſhall take no further Pains to convince 
him; but go on to examine, how far the 
Diſcovery reaches. Dr. 
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Dr. Bentley has inſtanc'd in fix ſeveral Fa- 
bles, in which he finds the Traces of Babrius's 
Scazons. In the wo firſt he has pretty good 
Colour for what he ſays ; becauſe Suidas has 

reſerv'd three Scazons of Babrius, the 

ords of which are moſt of them to be found 
in theſe two Fables, and very near in the 
ſame Order. In the four next he does not 

o upon ſo good Grounds ; but indulges his 

ancy, without having the Authority of Sui- 
das to back him it. He finds out ſome Words 
that will run into Scazans, or Pieces of Sca- 
zons; and, without any more ado, concludes 
from thence, that theſe were deſign'd for 
Scazons, and thoſe Scazons were Rabrius's. 
That the two firſt of the four have ſomething 
of a poetical Turn I agreewith them ; parti- 
cularly the Concluſion of the Second, me- 
thinks, is Noble, and not unbecoming Ba- 


Prius. 

| ====»= Habe Au xve, cia 

Tov &5tgw To Yi r kN, 
The reſt are ſo flat, and ſo un- muſical, that 
I can ſcarce ever think them deſign'd for Ver- 


les; or if they were, yet I have too great. 
a Regard for Babrius, to think them his. O- 


thers beſide Babrius might happen to turn a 
Fable the ſame Way; Dr. Bently ought ta 
know, that Callimachus did ſo. As for one of 
them, the CLXVth, Dr. Bentley very unluck- 
ily pitches upon it, to prove it tranſpos'd 
from Babrius. It begins in the Proſe, Arne 
p«eromoAos Oo ü,! Exe, WY faty Hi VEGLVIS, 1 
d: Gan meoBuric, Which the Dr. ſuppoles to 
have been in Babrius, thus, 

Arne jeeromo?.105 q tewwivas tixevy 

"Nv n u u veavicy N Tero furs A 
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A good judge of theſe Things eafily perceives, 
that the firſt of theſe Verſes has nothing har⸗ 
monious in the Numbers, or poetical in the 
Expreſſion of it; and would conchude there- 
fore that this Fable was not taken from Ba- 
brius*s Scazons, tho* he had no other Evi- 
dence of it, But it happens, that two Ver- 
ſes, truly Babrius's, and relating to this Fa- 
ble, are preſerv'd in Suidas, which utterly 
overthrow Dr. Bentley's Criticiſm ; for the 

Wording of them does not in the leaſt fall in 
with that of the Proſe. The Verſes are, 


(a) Suid. F (a) Tov vv re dd go M u⁰ axpuais 
A 


— lar If the Proſe Fable had trac'd Babrius ſo near- 

Reading. Iy in the Beginning, it would have carried 
ſome Reſemblance to him throughout; and 
therefore in one of his fix Dr. Bentley is evi- 
dently miſtaken ;. and muſt gueſs again, be- 
fore he can make uphis Number. 
In the mean Time I defire the Reader to 
take Notice, that there are in Suidas Frag- 
ments of Babrius belonging to above twenty 
ſeveral Fables; and out of : all theſe Dr. Bent- 
ley has been able to produce but two that 
have the leaſt Argument with our Profe Sett : 
The reſt are widely different in their Expreſ- 
ſion as appears by comparing them with the 
particular Fables to which they belong; which 
in moſt Caſes may be done with Certainty. 
Nay, we have one entire Fable of Babrius, about 
the Swallow and Nightingale, and another large 
Fragment of nine Lines, about the Priefts of 
Cybele; and the Fables that anſwer to theſe 
in the Proſe are now extant , and are 1 far 
2 93 | 8 rom 


Fables of. Milop,- HOMER 7 


from reſembling Babriuss Verſes, that chez 1 
have ſcarce a Word the ane With then 

With what Face therefore could Dr. Bentley 
pronounce. it evidently apparent, that the Au. 


thor of theſe Proſe Fables did nothing elſe but 


epitomize Babrius * ? It would be full as good * P. 143. 


a Conſequence, ſhould one ſay , becauſe we 
find, that two or three Fragments of Ennins, 
are "with ſome little Difference plainly inſert- 
ed into Virgil's Eneid; therefore tis evident, 
that Virgil did nothing elſe but tranſcribe 
Ennius. 

After Dr. Bentley's Way of Arguing, I 
could eaſily prove, that all Nævelet's Parcel is 


tranſpros'd, or (as he, would call it) zraduc dF} + P. 147. 


not from old Babrius's Scazons, but the Mo- 
dern Gabrias's Iambicks. That they are 
** more recent than Gabrias, I diſcover'd by 
& this Means, I obſerv*d in them ſome Pat- 
cc ſages that had a Poetical Turn, as in the 
" 173d Fable, 
OuTws K&Xws TOSOL THE zue rag. 

« This I ſaw was an Iambick Verſe; and 
(having firſt ſeen it obſerv'd in Neveler's 
« Note upon this Fable) I preſently ſuſpect- 
« ed that it was taken from Gabrias, and was 
« ſoon confirm'd in my Judgment: For up- 
& on conſulting his Verſion of the Fable, I 
& found this Verſe there. Whence it evident- 
« ly appears, that the Author of this Parcel 
<< did nothing elſe but enlarge upon this ſor- 
&« ry Poet, and put him into Proſe.” I could 
go on producing other Inſtances of the kind 
which would make out the Point about Ga- 
brias much more clearly and plainly than 
Dr. Bentley has made out his about Babrius, 
but I have a gregterRegard for my own, _ 

* Or 
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for my Reader's Time, than to throw it a- 
way upon ſuch Trifles. 

1 is ſo far from being a Mark of Acute - 
neſs to point out a few Scazons or Iambicks 
in the Compaſs of a Book, that, on the con- 
trary, tis hard to find a Page of Greek Proſe 
any where without them. Ariſtotle has long 
ago obſer'rd for the Greek, and Tully for the 
Latin, that thoſe Languages run naturally in- 
to this Sort of Metre ; and that ?tis difficult 
even in common Diſcourſe to avoid it (a). 
Nay, to. ſhow how little can 


(a) Maura mairw Tay 


: 
1 
i 


—  — 


PET ew» 1 r Obiy/oras 
Aiyorrs;* Ariſt. Rhet. 1. 3. 
c. 8. 

And again — ware yae 
AeXxTiX0, Twy fhiTEwY To H- 
Bez irs” nf 08 vv, 
Whiiras ya La εεε Myope) 
i Ty x0 OanrxtTy Th Te 
. Poet, L. 1.C. z. 

Senarios & Hipponacteos 
(i. e. lambicks and Scazons) 
effugere vix poſſumus ; mag- 
nam enim partem ex Iambis 
noſtra conſtat Oratio. 

ic. Orator. 


be made of ſuch Conjectures 
as theſe; I dare undertake to 
find in theſe Fables any Sort 


of Verſe that Dr. Bentley ſhall 


pen upon; and many more 
erſes of ſome Sorts, than 
the Dr. has produc'd Sca- 
zons. I will give him an 


Inſtance or twoof this kind, 


to ſhow how very fanciful 
it is poſſible for a Man to 
be in theſe Matters, with 
how very ſmall Grounds. 


The Fable of the Fh, in the Greek Proſe 
runs thus, Muiz EATETSTY £45 xuręa pe-, 
ed uTomviyeo las turn, tÞn v % tv, 
c EY2YE wy Bp: ry TETWHAL N A KA 
& mo, 802 Ae n Now it is the eaſieſt 
Thing in the World to refolve theſe Words 
into Hemi-iambs, or Anacreonticks, with ſome 
flight Allowances in the Meaſure. 
Mut ELATTEF OUT & re 


 — a — — 


ae eds 


* a 
Tronriyteb' tcrAcuy 


- - . - - 


EN 
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Ey ER Gee, 
Terwxa, 0 Mufeat 
Oaueiv 80 A Hol 


And this Conjecture, I might ſay, is fo much 
the more probable; becauſe not only theNum- 
bers, but even the Humor and Matter of the 


Fable is Anacreontical. 
Again, in the Fable of he Nightingale and . 


the Hawk, we have theſe Trochaicks, 


N . Ae n el eln, 
Ei TgoÞ1v i x50" drei, &c. 


l theCanchalonuf the Fable of the Frogs, 
we have theſe Words, 


— & 8 
ode Engartn, mos avapnccutla ; 
Who does not ſee that this Fable was written 

in long and ſhort Verſes ? 

That of the Lover and his Two Miſtreſſes is 
told twice in the Preſent Collection; in the 
Parcel printed before Neveler thus, Aug cas 
late N new - de boxer kraſpas, lic 6 Years 
hv oz £ fTigo vices" rr h pas rg fed 
vf role, we veel Troy HEN 1 1 oz v0 
rag TONES, kg c QUuTOY Oaranger EmTono av 
ode” anavrue Now the greateſt Part of 


this will run W into long and ſhort 
Verſe, | 


Arie — Oy) 5 U fralgas, 
TW Ve! leiau 4¹⁰ Yad, Tv rigen & view” 
Tour 9˙ 5 {atv reads laid re [4] r 
['Ex rep e, ubs 0 1 * 1 vec rg rebuag 
— — UTGY PRAAAKEE?, d OÞ GT AT WY. 


Bux 


23 


2 56 


+ Diſſer. 
p. 146. 


Dr. Bentley's Difſertation upm the 
But nowithitanding theſe near Reſemblan- 
ces of ſeveral Sorts of Verſe, that are to be 
met with in our Proſe Fables, I am far from 
thinking that the Fables in which they are 
found were written firſt in Anacreontic, Tro- 
chaic, or Elegiac Meaſure, and from thence 
made Proſe; and ſhould any one pretend to 
prove it from hence, they would engage I 
think in a ridiculous Attempt. The Compoſ- 
ers of theſe Fables might accidentally ſo range. 
their Words as to fall into theſe Meaſures, 
the beſt and the worſt Writers often do ſo, 
without being aware of it: In Sir William 
Templ:'s and Dr. Bentley's Enghſh, how many 
blank Verſes are there, which they themſelves 
never thought of, or intended? And there 
fore nothing, I ſay, can be built upon ſuch 
vain and empty Conjectures. 

However, ſo well fatisfied is the Dr. with 
his Performances of this Kind, that he tri- 
umphantly concludes, thus have I prov'd one 
Half of the Fables that carry the Name of 
AÆſop, tobe a 2 Years more recent than 
he +. His Proof, without any Manner of 
Miſrepreſentation, or Ridicule, ſtands thus. 

« If out of an 136 Fables, wo by leaving 
ce out ſome, and putting in other Words, 
<« and changing the Order of them, look like 
« two Fragments of Babrius preſerv'd inòui- 
« das, then*tis evident that theſe were tranſ- 
c pros'd from Babrius : And it in four mor? 
there are ſome Reſemblances of Scazons, of 
* which no Footſteps appear any where elſe, 
« then theſe alſo were tranſpros'd from Sca- 
% 7Zons; and thoſe Scazons mult be Babrius's: 


« And if the Paſſages IEG ix F — — 
5 «© O * 


* 


Nu” 


? 
? 
, 
e 
2 
, , 
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% borrow'd from Babrius, then the whole 
« Parcel of an 136 (among which theſe fix 
e chance to be found) are certainly later 


c than Babrius: And if they are later than 


„ Babrius (whoſe Age we certainly know no 
% more of than that he liv*d before Avienus) 
then they are certainly above a thouſand 
„ Years more recent than Æſop.“ | 

Having by this ſubtle Chain of Conſequen- 
ces drawn down the Date of half the Fables 
a thouſand Years below #/op, he goes on 


with the ſame Clearneſs and Strength of Rea- 


ſon to prove the other half more modern 
than they. That they are not from Mſop's own 
land, we may know, he ſays, from the LXXth, 
of the Serpent and the Crabfiſh, which is taken 
from a Scholion, or Catch, much older than .- 
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ſop (a). That this Scholion is older than Æſop, (a] Diſſert. 


he has, I believe, no manner of Authority to 2. 140. 
lay; Athenzus, who cites it, intimates nothing 


of the Age of it; and if it were older than 
Aſop, might not #/op take Occaſion from it 
to raiſe a Fable of his own ? So that the Dr's 
Proof has theſe two ſmall Defects, that the 
Bottom on which he goes is a precarious Aſ- 
ſertion, and the Inference he draws from 
thence wild and unreaſonable. ; 

After this, he OREN againſt a new Beaſt, 
and a new Bird, to be met with in our preſent 
Sett, which were utterly unknown to all the 
antient Naturaliſts. As to his Beaft, Gdveuge, 
'tis, I own, a new Sort of Monſter; and ſo 
new, as not to be met with in the elder MSS 
of #/cp, nor even in ſeveral of the modern 


ones, Yofſius's MS, and two in the Bodley- : 


8 Library 
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Library, inſtead of Ravevpr Weg! rob vxeg, read, 
Peshid vi fveourrs : This Bewps 71, tis likely, 
might be 6» at firſt, (which may be obſerv'd 
throughout the Fables to be the Prey the Lion 
generally feeds upon +) and from the Confu- 
Gage lion of thoſe two Words, Sv and tu, our 
Epithet of new fort of Beaſt might eaſily ariſe. 
BeptyS-. BepayS- ii; x He Ixro Muv, Suidas in PePuyO-, 


Perhaps too the Original of the Word 

Pera25 may be trac'd from the ſame Heedleſ- 

neſs of a Tranſcriber. It might formerly 

have been "Ouraais the ſame with *Opraas 

„olg. (as corany > is with oprazx©> *) and the B, 

Me, „I Which ſtood there for the Number of the Fa- 

* ble, being Join'd to the firſt Word Ovraig, 
724% , Might create this new Species of a Bird. 


vEGOO9), 

04 9 2 xl gat, Heſych. in Ogranxor for which 
Nicander uſes Ouranyou' If x,]; ga. in Heſychius may be inter- 
preted As Penfiles, Birds bung up in Cages, the Wording and Mat- 
ter of the Fable will fall in very naturally with this Gueſs about Ou- 
ra; for it begins thus, 'Bivrans ans Tw0- dug ig 


But whether or no this be the Way in 
which theſe Words crept into the Text, is 
not worth inſiſting upon ; it ſeems plain to 
me that they ſprung from ſome Corruption 
of it, ſince they are not to be met with, that I 
can find, in any other Author, antient or 
modern, or in any other Fable of #/op, but 
theſe two only. And if a modern Corrupti- 
on of any Place in a Book prove the Book 
itſelf modern, there is no Book but may be 

prov'd ſo. 
Upon the ſame falſe Ground his next Ob- 
jection about the Hebraiſm is built: Inſtead 
| | 0¹ 


1 5 0 x —_— =_ 
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of own & Th xacdiz, V. A ſius's MSS reads, 15% 
To H diehoyigero, Dr. Bentley, who pretends to 
ſuch a Sagacity in the Way of Critic, and talks 
as if he had conſulted all the MSS of Aſop 
upon this Occaſion, ſhould, methinks, have 
obſerv'd theſe various Readings, and have 
had the Skill to make Uſe of them. _ 

There are yet two Fables more in this Sett, 
which the Dr. will prove not to be #/op's, 
one, becauſe he finds it Word for Ward al- 
molt in Apthonius (he means Aphthonus): And 
it may be Apthonius tound it word for word 
before in Æſop; and then we are as we were. 
The other, he ſays, is a Paraphraſe on the 
CCLXXXIVth in Neveletus's Parcel : And 
why may not that in Nævelet be as well an 
Abridgement of this? Re 
_ Having laid down theſe undeniable Premi- 
ſes, he ſolidly concludes thus; This Collection 
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THEREFORE is mare recent than that other f. + Diller. 
Never was the poor Particle therefore ſo mi-. 147- 


ſerably abus'd ; he has mention*d but fx Fa- 
bles out of an hundred and fifty, and has 
given us no tolerable Proof that any one of 
thoſe ſix are Modern; and yet in the Strength 
of what he has done ventures to pronounce 
the whole Sett to be fo. Either Dr. Bentley 
muſt be a very thoughtleſs Writer, or he muſt 
hope to meet with very thoughtleſs Readers: 
And fuch I am lure they muſt be, it theſe 
Ways of Arguing paſs upon them. 

What has our Critic then been doing all this 
while? He pretends to prove, that the whole 
three hundred Fables are at leaſt a thouſand 
Years younger than Æſop; he has attempted 


this Proof particularly but upon /welve of 
8 2 them ; 
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them; and that in a very weak and inconclu- 
five Manner. However, ſhould I give him up 
theſe Zwelve, and add two hundred more to 
the Account, and allow all theſe to have been 
later than Aſop; yet ſtill there are enough left 


to ſupport their Pretences, who make A ſop 
an Author, and take ſome of theſe Fables to 


be Originals of his compoſing. No-body 
imagin'd that all, or halt the Fables, that 
have gone under the Name of ÆAſop, are his; 
or that any of them almoſt are in the very 
ſame Words and Syllables that they were in, 
when they came out of his Hands. They 
have doubtleſs undergone ſome more, ſome 
leſs Alterations: But if underall theſc Changes 
ſtill the ſame little Story in its chief Circum- 
ſtances, and the ſame Simplicity in telling it; 
the ſame humorous Turn of Thought, and in 
good meaſure the ſame Words too have been 
Preſerv'd; there is enough of Aſop left, 
whereby we may make a true Judgment of 
his Spirit and Genius, and Manner of Per- 
formance. When Dr. Bentley ſhall clearly 
have made out, either that none of theſe Fa. 
bles came from Aſop himſelf; or, if they did, 
yet that in the very Form and Caſt of them, 
as well as the Expreſſion, they have been 
tince to totally alter'd, that they deſerve not 
to be call'd the ſame; it will then be Time 
enough to own, that we are unable to judge 
of #/op's Merit by any Thing in the preſent 
Collection: But till { is done, we may 
ſafely enjoy our Opinions, and they that have 
zdmir'd #/op, may venture to go on, and ad- 
mire him ſtill. | 


All 
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All that Dr. Bentley has hitherto offer'd 


upon the Subject of Æſop is ſo flight and in- 


. 


conſiderable, that one would naturally ima- 
cine it to be his own, and believe him when 
he ſays, that he in nrended to give us Nothing 


but what had efcap 


d the Obſervation of others*:* Diſfert. 


And yetꝰ tis certain that Nothing almoſt which? 135: 
he has ſaid could eſcape the Obfervation of 


any Man that look'd into Nevelet; 


in whoſe 


Preface and ſhort Notes, the very lame Re- 
marks are made, without any Thing of the. 
Oſtentation and ill Reaſoning that here ac- 
companies them. The Reader will know 
whether I have injur'd Dr. Benz{ey in this Ini- 
putation, after he has given himſelf the 
Trouble of viewing the following Accounts, 


.O 


wherein I have compar*d Nævelet's old Ob- 
ſervations with Dr. Bentley's new ones. 


Sect. I. Dr. Bentley ob- 
ſerves, that one in Ariſto- 
pbanèes tells another, that 


he is unlearn'd and unac- 


quainted with Aſep, vd 
"Aiowrov E AH 

Sect. II. Socrates ay d 
to put the Aſopic Fables 
mto Verſe. 

Sect. V. Afterwards came 
one Babrius, that gave a 
new Turn to the Fables into 
Choliambic Verſe. Suid. in 

Ibid. There's one Gabrias 
Vet extant that has comprix d 

each 


fivus includeret. Id. 


Unde eſt Ariſtophanicum 


Convitium, dd Acro wer 


/ 
TOUT NOS 


Nev. Pref. p. 2. 


Socrates /Eſopi Fabulas 
dignas judicavit quas Ver- 
ibid. 

De Gabria itider eft ut 
moneam, ſcriꝑſit lite lambico 
metro eas generis quod eh 
TOY cru uf Suidas 
notat. Pref. p. 4. 

Nuria Babriæ fit clam ei 
Tetraſticha gue dulgù cant 


S 3 "BS 
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each Fable gn four ſorry Iam- 
bicks; but our Babrius was 
an Author, of another Size. 
Ibid. There's a noble Fa- 
ble of his yet preſerv'd at the 
Ed of Gabrias, of the Swal- 
low and the Nightingale. 


Ibid. Suidas brings many 
Quotations out of bim; as 
ibis, &C. 


Sect. VI. Here Dr. Bent- 
fey has the Ingenuity to 
own his Acquaintance with 
Neveletus, where he takes 
little or nothing out of 
him. : 


* 
* 
o 


Sect. VII. That they ad 


recenter than even Babrius 1 
&ifcover'd by this Means; I 
objerv*d iutbem ſeveral Paſ- 
fapges, that were not of a Piece 
with the reſt, but had a Turn 
andCompeoſition plainly poeti- 
calzas iu the CCLXUd Ta- 
ble, which begins thus, OO 
r T M Ag G. UN WAGE cus : 
This I ſaw was a Choliambic 
Verſe, and I preſently ſuſpecl- 
ed that theWriter had taken 
7 from Babrias : Whence it 
ET'i- 
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adſcribuntur, que __ 
ro ſuis agnoſcere puaeret. 
PLE hs Id. ibid. 
At in rergacixois illis ne 
unicus quidamScazonpreter- 
quam in ultima Fabuld wii 
x£2iJo1@> Xs xvdovGy; que ſo- 
le reſtat naufragii tabula. 
| Id. ibid. 
Ex dluribus Babriæ Frag- 
mentis que extant apud Sui- 
dam, mounulla congeram, 
&c. and then he gives us 
14 Verſes of Babrius, col- 
Icted from Suidas. 


Nev. Not. ad Fab. 


CCLXXIII. OO ar, 


o g u. Verſus 
Tambicus Scazon, quales Ba- 
brias ſcrip/it, nec ſatis ſcio 
num Babriz ipfrus. And a- 
gain, Fab. CEXXV. Assen 
T2Y1905 2 VEo!Y 005 nde, &c. 
Redolent hæc, ut plurima alia 
harum fabularum loca, U ei. ſus 
lambicos: atq; utinam exta- 
rent hi Verſus, under hæc de- 


ſumpta unt; Babriam 7p/um, 


quantum video, integrum ba- 
beremUus, 
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evidently appears that the beremus, cujus jam Uinbraim 
Author of that Parcel did tantum S EPITOMEN 
nothing elſe but EPITO- babemus. 
MIZE Babrius and put 
him into Proſe, | 

| Ibid. There's a noble Egregie vero rem tolam deſs 
Fragment of Babrius belong- cribitBabrias: quod Fragmen- 
ing to the CCXL.'Vth Fable tumdebemus Natali Comiti; 
about the Prieſts of Cybele, nullibi quippe quod ſciam ex- 
given us by Natalis Comes, tat preterguam in igſius My- 
Ta, zYrac, SIC. thologid, Ta, ayverat:, 
&c. Not. in Fab. CCXLV. 


I muſt ſtop a little here to commend the 
Dr. for being ſo true to his Author always, as 
even to copy his Miſtakes. Nevelet did not 
know of any Writer before Natalis Comes, 
where this Fragment was to be met with ; and 
therefore our Diſſertator, that goes no further 
than Nevelet, could know no more than he 
did. However, he ought to have known 
lomewhat more; becauſe he pretends to + Differt. 
have read what Tze/zes ſays of Babrius. Had p. 140. 
he done as he pretends, he would have found 
Babrius mention'd in T zetzes together with 
this very Fragment; and that in ſuch a man- 
ner, that *twas impoſſible to ſee the one, and 
yet overlook the other. For thus 7 zeizes, in 
one of the two Places where he ſpeaks of Ba- | 
brius, enters upon the Mention ot him“, par. 4g. 


8 a" # 
” AvsTov 9 Ba Sie de rive X, Av U Dun. 
D'aAnois ey volaiss &c. | 


Sect. VIII. There is no Ex MSS illis quos hadui, 
MS, above 300 Years old, me unicuſquidem? i/gataiga0 


264 


which has the Fables accord- habuit ſopi Fabulas, quas 
ing to that Copy — coming à Planude (t Aſopi Vita 


abroad firſt with Mſop's 
Life, writ by Planudes, they 
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eſt) ſcriptas exiſtimo. | 
Nev. Pref. 


are juſtly believ'd to be 


owing to the ſame Writer. 
Ibid. The LXXVth about 
the Mthiopian, is taken al- 


Inter Aſopicas Fabulas 
legitur quoq; hec paucis im- 


malt Mord for Word out of mutatis ſub Tituls Aida. 


the VIth of Aphthonius. 


+ Diſſer-. 
P- 33. 


Nev. Not. in Fab. VI. 
Aphthon. 


Thus far I have had Leiſure to trace the Dr. 
in Nevbelet; and 1 need trace him no farther 
for. theſe Hints, which appear to be taken 
from thence are the only ones that he pretends 
to build any Thing upon. Whatever he has 
added of his own it he has added any Thing) 
has been already ſhewn to be either a Miſtake, 
or nothing to his Purpole. And now let me 
put a grave Queſtion to him; with what Mo- 
deſty, or Conlcience, he could tell his Reader, 
at the Entrance of this Diſſertation, that he 
intended to offer ſuch Things oafy, as had %, 
cap*d the Obſervation of others when *tis ma- 
nifeſt, as far as we have hitherto gone in his 
Remarks (that is in three Quarters of them) 
he has done nothing but plunder'd Neveler. 

is true, as he wittily oblerves g, good Wits 
jump ſometimes: However I ſhould think it 
a pretty nice Matter for the beit Wits in the 
World: * jump ſo often together, ſo very 
evenly 

W 45 lie has put together in the next Para- 
graph, concerning the Lc and Manners of 


Ajop, 
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A ſop, with a great Shew of Reading, was al- 
ready collected to his Hand out of Euſtatbius, 
Plutarch, Agathias, Philoftratus, Pliny, He- 
rodotus, Suidas and Strabo ; and the Paſſages 
trom thence printed at large inthe End of 
Camerarius's Fables. Dr. Bentley preſents theſe 
to us with the fame Pomp and Pleaſure, as 
it he had been the firſt Producer of them ; 
and makes no Addition to their Number, 
but by one poor Quotation out of the Scho- 
liaſt on Ariſtophanes, and another known Pai- 
ſage of Phedrus. | 

When he was mentioning (a) Mezzriac, /a)Difler, 
Vavaſor, and Bayle, as Men that had gone. 135. 
before him on this Subject, it would have 
been honourably done of him, not to have 
forgotten thoſe, whom he was ſo much more 
beholden to, Nevelet, and Camerarius. But I 
find he's aſham'd of his neareſt Acquaintances 
and, after ſuch Inſtances of his Ingenuity, 1 
believe his neareſt Acquaintances will be a- 
ſham'd of him. 

Our Critic having ſpent his ſmall Artillery 
here and there upon a Fable, without much 
Succeſs, grows peeviſh, and is reſolv'd to be 
reveng'd on the poor Monk that collected 
them, Planudes; who, as much a Monk as 
he was, never, I believe, gave any Man ſuch 
coarſe Language from his Cell, as he now re- 
ceives from Court. He is call'd here an 1de- 
ot of a Monk, that has given us a Book [rhe 
Lite of #/op] which perhaps cannot. be match'd 
in any Language for Ignorance aud Nonſenſe (O). (6) Ibid. 
As for Planudes himſelf, I muſtconfels,I have . 147- 
not the deepeſt Veneration tor his gs 

but 


if 
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but neither can I think ſo deſpicably of him 
as the lofty Dr. Bentley does, becauſe I find 
him well ſpoken of by Men of good Know- 
ledge and Judgment, and even by his Adver- 


(a) The learned Cardinal 


Beſſario, in a Treatiſe he 


wrote againſt Planudes long 
after his Death, has this A- 
poſtrophe to him, Ou y ay 
tyw od, dnguv Ahe ToPw- 
TATE xar h BTW TWATUY if N- 
kn TIA av, ETW & 0:%- 


B. GnNα - i Queoofia », 
4 \ 


Gcwgin, % A Tarrwy f 
pabnuaru wuoarS tv- 
dn ar & in dran, 
&c. Ouſc. Aurea, p. 622. 
Arcudius, the Collector of 
theſe Pieces, and who differs 
as much in his Sentiments 
from Planudes, as Beſſario 
does, has in bis Preface, this 
honourable Character of 


him: Planudem, Monachuw 


Græcum, celeberrimum Philo- 
ſopbum, & Theologum, & in 
utrãgue Linguã dei ſatiſimum. 
And the Epichet Lepdrars. 
which Beſſaris beſtows upon 
him, is given him alſo in the 
Titles of his Manuſcript 
Pieces, Ts Eu0wrars usd2%; 
Mat T8 II. &, — which 
fhews, that tho' Planudes 
was a Moxk, yet the wcholars 
of thole I 1mes were far from 
thinking him an Jaeot. 


ſaries themſelves (a). Nay, 
Dr. Bentley, I think, gives an 
Account of him, not at all to 
his Diſadvantage, where he 
ſays, that That Sett of Fa- 
bles he put out was of His own 
drawing up; amongſt which, 
there are ſeveral ſo well turn*d 
ſo exactly copied from Na- 
ture, and built on ſuch a 
true Knowledge of human 
Life and Affairs, that tis 
plain he was neither an Ideot, 
nor a Monk, that compos'd 
them. This is an Honour 
therefore miſplac*'donPlanu- 
des, and which he deſerves as 
little as he does that ſcurri- 
lous Language, which the Dr. 
(ever happy in Inconſiſten- 
cies) has in that very Page 
beſtow'd upon him. Nevelet 
and Vavaſor were a little 
too haſty in their Concluſions 
on this Matter, and ſpake 
too largely, when from 
ſome Fables that reliſh'd 
of Planudes's Style and 
Way, they inferr'd that 
All were of his Compo- 


ſing. Dr. Bentley has taken up the ſame In- 
ference from an Argument of as little Weight: 


The 
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The Reaſon (and the only Reaſon he gives) 
for his believing them drawnup by Planudes, 
is, that there is uo MS any where above 300 
Years old, that has the Fables according to that 
Copy. No MS! any where ! 
Very extenſive Words; it is 3 
pretty difficult to anſwer for I Spe non licet Viris doc- 


: c is MSS adire, ſeu ob Diſtan- 
all the Libraries of Europe: . eee, 150 e 


For, as a late Critic ob- fectorum Bibliethecis Invidi- 
ſerves , learned Men areof- am, ten ob alia Impedimen- 
ten debarred the Uſe of MSS, a i „ e nihil attigic. 
either by their Diſtance from © © "20> IEP 

them, or by the envious Tem- 


Example, when they expect to have thoſe 
kind of Favours gratuitoufly done them. Bur 
ſuppoſing he had an exact Account of all 
the European MSS, yet how does he know, 
but that there may be one at Fez ? the molt 
inacceſſible Library in the World, next to 
that at St. 7ames's. | 
This was an Aſſertion fit to be laid down 
by Dr. Bentley, becauſe impoſſible to be prov'd, 
and, I believe, not difficult to he diſprov'd: 
For, as much out of the Way of thote things 
as live, I have caſually heard of a MS, older 
than Planudes, that has the Fables according to 
his Copy: Yoffius's MS I mean, which tho? I 
have not ſeen myſelf, yet better Judges than 
I am, who have ſeen it, aſſure me, that it is 
about 300 Years old, and that Yoffius himielt 
always eſteem'd it fo. It is now at Leyden, I 
think; and might have been nearer, but for 
Some- body's Management. I need look out 
for no more Inſtances againſt a Negative, one 
| is 
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isas good as a Thouſand. If all the MSS, 
that have the Fables according to Planudes's 
Copy were evidently younger than he. Yet 
we could not from thence certainly collect, 
that he was the Author of thoſe Fables: 
Whereas if one of the MSS happens to be 
older than he, we may be pretty ſure he was 
not. Ts 

As for Planudes's Life of AÆſop, I cannot in- 
deed think it a Book wot to be match'd. in any 
Language fer Ignorance and Nonſenſe *, becauſe 
in ſome Languages I think it may: However, 
I have no great Opinion of it. There are in 
it feveral idle trifling Stories, told in ſuch a 
tabulous Way, that one would think Planudes 
meant to ſuit the Life to the Book which fol- 
lows; and writ out of his own Invention for 
want of Authorities. And yet neither dare 
I reject every Circumſtance of his Account as 
fictitious, that I do not find confirm'd by el- 
der Authors: He might make Uſe of Books 
that never came down to us; a great deal of 
good Hiſtory periſh'd in the lacking of Con- 
ſtantinople : Or he might from the ſame Books 
which we have now in our Hands, take ſome 
Hints, which we have not yet obſerv'd in them; 
and which it would be very raſh and immo- 
deſt in us to pronounce not to be there, till 
we have read over all the Greek Authors care- 
fully, and fired them throughly. And this is 


Particularly fit to be ſaid to Dr. Bentley, wha, 
tor Want of fucha prudentDiſtrutt of his own _ 


Knowledge, has been guilty of a groſs Mi- 


ſtake. The Circumſtance in Planudes's Ac- 
count, which he pitches upon to expoſe, 1s 
that of #/op's Ugline/s. He had met with a 

large 
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large Colle&tion of Teſtimonies concerning | 

Aſop in Camerarius's Fables; in none of which 

there was any Hint of his Deformity : And he 

concluded therefore, that there muſt, and 

could be none any where elſe; and that this 

was certainly a Fiction of Planudes. And 

now how does he inſult the poor ignorant 

Monk * on this Occaſion? how unmercifully (*) Piſſer. 

does he uſe him? Heaſks him, what Revelation! 19. 

he had about Rſop'Deformity? For he muſt needs 

learn it, he ſays, by Dream and Viſion, and not 

by ordinary Methods of Knowledge. He liv'd a- 

bout two thouſand Years after Eſop; and in 

ALL that Traf? of TIME there's not ONE 

SINGLE Author, that has given the LE AST 

HINT that Flop was ugly F. Iſaac Caſanbon, + Ibid. 

or Gerhard Vaſſius, who had either of them read 

ten times as much as Dr. Bentley, would not 

have talk'd at this Rate; becauſe neither of 

them, as learned as they were, had read all 

that was written, or remember*d all they had 

read. But Dr. Bentley, in the Strength of Ca- 

merarius's Collections, is poſitive that not 

ONE SINGLE Author before Planudes's time, 

has given the LEAST HINT of #/op*sUgli- 

neſs. If he would not be angry, I would ven- 

ture, out of my {mall Stock of Reading to 

ſupply him with one, and him an Author of 

great Note, Euſtathius; who inthe Beginning of 

his Comment on the Odyſſees (p. 17.) derives the 

Word ”Aiownr©-> from 4 40%, iow, To AG pw, and 

ol. , ſays he, Alcrog Pg. I contend 

not for the Goodneſs of the Etymology, let 

it ſhift for itſelf : But it is evidently built 

on a Suppolition that Æſop was ugly; and 
implies, 
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and implies, that that Opinion was common 
in Euftathius's Time, that is, about hundred 
Years before Planudes was born. Doubtleſs 
that learned Parecboliſt (to ſpeak in Dr. Bent- 
ley's Phraſe) could have produc'd Authorities 
enough for thisOpinion,tho? they are ſince loſt: 
However he himſelf is a ſufficient Authority 
to us in the Point, ſince he is not, as far as I 
can find, expreſly contradicted in it by any 
one antient Writer; at leaſt, he muſt be al- 
low*'d to ſcreen Planudes from the Imputation 
of having invented this Particular to the Diſ- 
honour of Æſop: Which he was ſo far from do- 
ing, that we have reaſon to think he might have 
this very Paſſage of Euſtathius in his Eye, where 
he tells us, that "Aiowrf> and 'Ailiob are 

the ſame (a), and that Æſop 

(+) neige, wha, ib, took his Name from his Ug- 

& Ts Woudig I⁊ u, 1 avrw lineſs. The Ground-work of 
5 | e 3 this Story then Planudes had 
1 butimate: the fame Derivation either from Luſt athius or 
K of * Aww» with Euſtathius, from ſome elder Account, 
that is, as to the Words them- Which both Euſtathius and he 
ſelves, from whence it comes equally tranſcrib'd; and up- h 


tho" he takes alu in the Senſe ; 3 
ef 1] 10, and not of Splendeo; on this Gr ound-wor k p it 18 
evhich be thinks the eaßer Probable he enlarg'd, in his 


Etymology, as needing yo An- fanciful Way; and being 
uphraſis ro 2ufify it. ſatisfied that Æſop was ugly 
in the main, was reſolv'd 
to make him as ugly as he could poſſibly, and 
to dreſs up a Monſter in all imaginable Kinds 

of Deformity. 
Whether there is any Author, beſides Eu- 
ſtatbius, extant, who has made expreſs Men- 
tion of #/op*sUglineſs, I am not now at Lei- 


fure to enquire : Sure I am, there are in other 
Wri- 


G 0 . 


Fables of Æſop, Examir'd. 
Writers remote Hints and Intimations of 
this Matter, ſuch as may fairly be ſuppos'd 


ro imply it. When, in Plutarch's Feaſt, one 


of the Gueſts thus rallies ſop, xz rivn H, 
„ novov re, he ſeems to reflect upon his 
Ill-hape and Unweildineſs. Lucian, in his 
Vera Hiſtoria ſays, they us'd #ſop in the For- 


tunate Iſlands for a FeAwrowocs a Buffoon, or 


Fefter, one that made them 
Sport (a); meaning I ſuppoſe 
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R | uh (4) Nagy Ar- 5 
that he did it as well by his Ove rare 0 Gon x; Ted - 


Perſon and Outſide, as by his rorag Ng. p. 397. 


ingenious and divertive Fa- 

bles; and indeed rather by the firſt than the 
latter, for his Fables of themſelves, tho? 
they entertain and pleaſe us extremely, yet do 
they not give us that ſort of Pleaſure which 
cauſes Laughter. Dion Chryſoſtome therefore, 
in the Paſſage produc'd by Dr. Bentley ſeems 


to diſtinguiſh between the To yeaoov of A ſop, 


and his ue Hveixovlo c uro, ſays he, do im; 
TW VEAG4W 0 Tos pubos, implying, I think, that 
the one was not exactly the ſame with the 
other. Tis true, Every- body knows, that 
the Æſopic Fables were after Æſop's Time fre- 
quently call'd yexoiz by the Greek Writers, 
and from thence Ridicula by Avienus : But tis 
not unlikely that the Original of this Uſe of 
the Word was from ſomething ridiculous in 
the Geſture, Look, and mimical Wit of Æſop 
that accompanied them, when he firſt rold 
them; rather than from the Structure of the Fa- 
ble itſelf, which does not ſeem contriv*d to ope- 
rate that way. I am willing to think there- 
fore that the Name uſually given to theſe — a- 

| es 
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bles, Tecra, and the Office of Feawrowu; aſcrib'd 
to Mop, carry in them ſome {mall Hint of - 
ſep's Uglineſs: for nothing is ſo divertive, or 
raiſes Laughter ſo much as Deformity, eſpe- 
cially when Wit goes along with it. We may 
obſerve therefore, that when Homer has a 
Mind to excite this light Paſſion in his ſe- 
rious Poem, he does it by the Means of an. 
ugly Man (*), and an ugly God (T) ; Ther- 
fites and Vulcan are, as I remember, the only 
two TeAurorao In the whole Iliad 3 the one On 
Earth, and the other in Heaven. 

*Tis dangerous converſing long with Dr. 


Bentley; for I find I have ſlip'd here, e'er 


1 was aware, into his Manner of arguing : 
However, in this I will ſtill differ from him, 
that I offer theſe Things as ſlight Gueſſes on- 
ly, without laying any manner of Streſs up- 
on them. I need them not, in order to ſhew the 
Dr. his Error; and this 1s not a Place to do 


_ Juſtice to the Argument: Euſtathius's ſingle. 
_ Teſtimony, without other Help, is ſufficient 


to bring Confuſion on our aſſuming Critic, 
who challeng*d me and all the World, to pro- 
duce one ſiugle Author before Planudes, that 


| had given the leaſt Hint that #/op was ugly. 


Vavaſor, who ſtarted this thought to him 
{for this too is one of the Things that have 
eſcap'd the Obſervation of Qibers (mentions it 

with 


— 


(*) AN G, Tr of Howto yeholu Agyiiorriy 


"Ep peeve" NS- BY an g 5 ID Ayer. II. B. 215. 


Upon which Euſtathius, + Oteoirn; Tara ync wn, ꝙ wvrole yiAwTth 
KKANS hc) Or 


(+) Age. F 4g 5e N PEXE 2570 0: 030 


'Nz %% Hpalgey is d ToT1uaTrae II. a. 599. 
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with Diſtruſt, and as a Suſpicion only; Eſop, 
(ſays he) was the Picture of herk . 
Homer's Therſites; . unleſs 5 Hehe, oris habita, 
Here too Planudes has imp, a & reliqua facie, niſi & hie 
pon us (p. 25). Had our quoque imponit Flanudes. 
ritic, when he took the Hint a 24a] 
itſelf from Vavaſor, taken alfo his wary Way 
of propoſing it, he might have fav'd himſelf 
the Shame of being confuted : But it was a 
proper Occaſion for Dr. Bentley to be perem- 
ptory, when even a Feſait was modeſt. | 
The Method he has taken of improving/a- 
vaſor's Suſpicion into a Demonſtration, is, by 
running over Camerariuss Teſtimonies, and 
ſhewing, that in none of them there is any 
account of ſap's Deformity, and that moſt 
of them are (as he thinks) inconſiſtent with it. 
The Learning here is not his Own, hut the 
Logic moſt certainly is; for L dare ſay, never 
any Man fo reaſon'd before him. I will give 
the Reader ſome Account of it, after I have 
deſir'd him to remember, that the Point in 
Debate between Dr. Bentley and the World, is, 
not whether #/op was Ugly to that Degree 
Planndes has merrily repreſented him to be 
(No- body was ever filly enough to imagine ity 
nor did Planudes himſelf dream of being thus 
far credited): But the Diſpute is, in general, 
whether Æſop were ugly, or not? Our Cri- 
tic denies that he was, in Vertue of his Old 
Argument, the Silence and Præterniiſſion of Au- 
hors; and the Sum of whatever he has ſaid on 
this occaſion, comes to thus much. It does 
not appear from antient Authors, that he 
was a Lump ef Deformity, and a Scare-crtw 
'* therefore it is certain, he was. not any ways 
\ _- | „ de- 
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cc deform'd ; and therefore it is 9 


(a)P. 157. et he was very handſome (a)“. His Particu- 


wr 


kara follow „ re 
In Plutarch's Convivium, No-body, he ſays, 
drolls on Fſop's ugly Face, which could hardly 


% P. 149. Have eſcap'd if be had fuch an ill one (O. I own 


No- body there drolls on the Mein of his Face 
(to uſe a Bentleyi/m); but the Mein of his Bo- 
dy, and his natural Unwieldineſs, I have 


 ſhewn to be touch'd on, and their mentioning 


any one Inſtance of. his Uglineſs, is as ſure a 
Sign of his being ugly, as if they had reck- 
oned up all. ſep been ſo very hand- 


()P. 157. ſome as Dr. Bentley tells us he was (c), the 


Tuvn fgadvs xy npiover rM Of Chilo had been 
a Piece of Raillery very ill apply c. 
But Phileftratus has given us in two Books 
« a Deſcription of a Gallery of Pictures, one 
« of which is ſep, with a Chorus of Ani- 
mals about him. There he is repreſented 
« ſmiling, and looking towards the Ground in 
t a Poſture of Thought, but not a Word of 
de his Deformity ; which, were it true, muſt 
e needs have been touch*d on in an Account 


(IP. 149, © of a Picture (d). The Dr. impoſes upon 


150. 


us; the Picture he mentions is not deſign'd to 
repreſent Æſop, but the Fables; and by their 


* sb., Name it is call'd *. In it indeed /#/op has a 


Place; and he is ſo far deſcrib'd there as Phi- 
leſtratus had need of him, to expreſs the Sub- 
ject of his Piece; to have gone farther would 
have been an Impertinence, utterly inconſiſtent 
with Phileſtratus's Character, who is a ſhort 
Writer, and exactly proper in his Circum- 
ſtances, His Words are, Kop ſeems there, 7 
2 s N 


* Epiſtles of Phalaris, Exumin l. 276 
rf be were actually framing a Fable; His ſmiling 
Face, and bis Eyes fix d w.$ the Earth, AE | 
much: The Painter knew very well that Fables are .; 3 Bü 
the Wort only ef eaſy Mind. Would the ,.) rus 
Dr. have had a Particular of ſop's Deformi- h 
ties inſerted here? To what Purpoſe? When #2%" 28 
in the very Mention of his Name they were 74 


ſufficiently underſtood; and would have been 5, t 


of no manner of Uſe towards imprinting an 503.0: 
Image of that thoughtful Poſture of Æſop rare de 
the Artiſt chiefly defign'd to expreſs. 27 = : 
a Y - lr . Won. 
— 6 Cuygap@r, ors ai rw H Sferrlddbe anupiing F245 ox"; Nelas. 
Phileſtratus's Intention was, to deſcribe a 
Gallery of Pleaſure, hung round with fine 
and delightful Paintings: In his Account of 
one of theſe, he had Occaſion to mention 
ſep, and with good Judgment omitted thoſe 
Particulars in his Deſcription of him which 
were neither taking to the Eye, nor at all in- 
ſtructive, with Relation to his Deſign in intro- 
ducing him. Dr. Bentley, I find, would have 
been improper enough to have deſcrib'd him 
Cap-a-peonthis Occaſion; but Philoſtratus, tho 
a Sophiſt, knew better. There is a like 
Piece of Addreſs obſervable in his firſt Pi- 
crure, where Vulcan's Engagement with Sca- 
mander, and his Victory over him is repreſen- 
ed out of Homer; and which, I ſuppoſe, he 
plac'd in the Front of his Book, for the Ho- 
nour of Lemnos, his native Iſland: And for 
the Honour of That too, and to make his 
Draught perfectly pleaſing, he gives us a Vul- 
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can as handſome, for ought appears to the 
contrary, as any Figure in his Gallery. In- 
deed he ingeniouſly excuſes the God's not ap- 
pearing to be lame, by ſaying, that the ra- 
pid Motion, with which he ſeems to came 
from Heaven to the Combat with Scamander, 
mult be ſuppos'd to cover that Defect: But 
he intimates nothing of his other Deformi- 
ties; tho* Vulcan was, according to the Poet's 
Q +) Account of him, as ugly every way as 
ep was, according to Planudes, 
his, I hope, ſufficiently accounts for Phi- 
Nſtratus's Omiſſion; and as for the Statue ere- 
cted to Æſop, at Athens, and made by the 
fam'd Hand of Ly/ippus, it will be no Argu- 
ment of his Handſomeneſs, till the Dr. can 
rove, that this was an Honour done to 
Randieme Men only; which it will be no 
eaſy Matter to do, ae there is "an 105 
ueſtionable Inſtance of a Statue, made 
chis very Lyſppus, and erected by e l of 
the Athenians, to the Memory of a Man, full 
as ugly as we need allow Æſap to have been: 
I will give it the Dr. immediately, Cer 1] 
part with this Argument. 
The Greeks, he ſays, have ſeveral Proverbs a- 
bout def, orm'd P erſons, as Ozpo irezov Bape, cid 
2 150, Ong Ko N &c. but none upon Æſop (a). All 
that follows from hence, is, that Z/op was not 
ugly to a Proverb; which I willingly grant 
him, and am ready to leave Planudess Account 
: | 45 


8 = | TY 


(4)'s H, 2 an axpoBiro TIEAQP AITHTON „tee, 
Rudavir, vie dd xn wore a gala, &C, 


II. . p. 41% 
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AS far as this comes to: But he might be ugly 
enough for all that; ſeveral have been fo, that 
were never made Sayings of: I know ſome, at 
this Day, who write as'vglily as ever Æſop 
look d; but their Stile is not yet got into a 
Proverb, tho* perhaps hereafter it may; and 
therefore this Inſtance I will not inſiſt on. 

Again, Aop, he tells us, was Cræſus's Am- 
baſſador to Delphi (a): He means, that hs was (a) Ibid. 
{ent of an Errand by him * thither; for ſuch * #oyx- 
mighty Monarchs as Crefus did not uſe to 
make other Mens Slaves, their Ambaſſadors. ,,,; — 
But let his Title be as glorious as the Dr. tarch, i= 
pleaſes, his Perſon might nevertheleſs be con- Conviv. 
temptible; unleſs the Dr. can prove, that the V5 3 ws = 
Delpbians were as nice of Temper as the 3. ger "ae 

= Turks, and would ay no regard ro the pub- to be quot- 
lick Miniſter of a Prince, unleſs he were tall 74, /eriou/- 
and comely. Whatever ſep's Perſon, or ng 
his Character were, they ſhew'd, I am ſure, * 
no great Veneration for either, when. they 
tumbPd him down their Precipice. | 
After all, the Dr's Reaſoning upon this 
Circumſtance mult be allow'd to be juſt; if 
Aſop were ſhort and ugly, it is plain, as he 
pleafantly obſerves, that he could never make 
a proper Ambaſſador. 3 
There is another Objection drawn from 
Aſop's being a polite Courtier, and a Man of 
Addreſs: What if he were? Many, I Arent 
have been ſo, who were no Beauties Ves, but he 
was ſo, to that Degree, as to rebule Solon for his 
gruff and clowniſh Behaviour with Crœſus, and 
tell him, that he muſt converſe-with Princes, Na 
10152, N we Ang, Gi her LR — % P. 181. 
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The Thing he ſaid was handſome, I grant; 
but. muſt He needs be handſome that ſaid it? 
] thought ugly People had ſometimes been 
as witty, and as wiſe as their Neighbours. 
But ſince he has mention*'d this Aphoriſm of 
laps, and profeſſes to approve it, I muſt 

l him, 'twere well if he'd follow it too, 
when the Itch of contradicting great Men is 
upon him ; and reſolve to oppole his Betters, 
8 ws 1915-a, & ws ur; either not at all, of 

ere q | 
Dr. Bentley has yet one Reflection behind in 
Behalf of Æſop; he has reſerv'd it for the ve- 
ry laſt Place in his Book; and we know him 
to be ſuch a Maſter in good Writing, that we 
may from thence be ſure *tis a fine one. Rho- 
dopis, Eſop's fellow-flave, was, it ſeems, the 
greateſt Beauty of her Age: If therefore(fays he) 
wwe may gueſs bim by his Companion and Contuber- 
nalis, we muſt needs believe him a comely Per- 

(a)P. 152. ſon (a). This puts me in mind of his Argu- 

( Vide ment about Alæſa (5), which he proves to be 

7 * + upon ſuch a Coaſt of Sicily, becauſe it hap- 
pens to be mentioned with ſome Towns that 

are certainly upon that Coaſt; and which I 
have prov'd for that very Reaſon not to be 
there, becauſe it is mention'd elſewhere, with 
ſome other Towns, that are certainly not up- 
on that Coaſt. F Rhodopis were extremely 
handſome, ¶ſop, ber fellow-flave, muſt be ſo too! 
which is as if I ſhould ſay, it was impoſſible 
that little Jeffrey ſhould be ſuch a Dwarf as he 
is repreſented to be, becauſe the tail Porter 
and he were fellow-Servants. Muſt ſop's 

; Maſter needs buy his Slaves as we do Coach- 
h Dres GY WE horſes 
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horſes in Pairs? And be as careful exactly to 
match them? Perhaps Xanthus, or Iadmon, or 
whoever he was, (for Authors differ) might 
be a little wantonly inclin'd ; and having pur- 
chas*d Rhodopis for his own Uſe, might ear, 
leſt his Wife mould return the Injury he did 
her; and ſo took AÆſop into his Houſe, whom 
he knew would be no Temptation to her: Or 
perhaps he pitch'd upon an Ugly He-ſlave, 
that he might be ſure to kee * fair Shie- 
ſlave to himſelf; and made Ut of AÆſop as a 
kind of Kuzhr- a, to inſpect his be 10. 
Aſter all, what if I ſhould turn the Tables, 
and ſay that Herodotus and Pliny's mentolihg 
this little Particular, is a Confirmation of the 
—_— Opinion about #ſop's Deformity ? 
If He were as remarkably ugly as She was 
handſome, | the Obſervation indeed was pret- 
ty, and not unworthy of thoſe Authors; but 
otherwiſe, *tis flat enough to have been made 
by Dr. Bentley. 

One would think the Dr. in Jeſt, when he 
puts ſuch Things as theſe u / us for Argu- 
ments; whereas he p propoſes es them ſeriouſly 
and in good earneſt, and fancies he has done 
Wond ers in the Strength of them. To convince 
kim, if it be poſſible, of the Weakneſs and 
Abſurdity of his Proofs, I will (as I did once 
before ) try them upon another Subject; and * Is the 
ſee how far they will be allow'd to hold. 22 8 

Whatever Æſop was, Sacrates, we are . 2 
was exceſſively ugly: Thus he is in ſhort de- Phalaris. 


ſerib'd by Xenopbon, (a) and St. Ferome (b) : gu al 


Flat-nos'd, Coggle-ey d. Wide. mouth d, * 0 4, 5- 5. 
lip'd, Pot belly, Banky- leg d (e 9. . Jovin./ 1. 
P. II. „e All theſe Particulars but the Laft are taken Foe Xenophon. 
3 4 Not- 
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Natwithſtanding this, in that way of Rati- 
ocination Dr. Bentley has made uſe of, I will 
A. him to have beep 2 very, lovely and 
eautiful Perſon, . hr do it. by every one 
of the Arguments he has ade except the 
firſt, taken from Philoftratus's Gallery; in 
which Socrates, the famous Perſecutor 7 
phifts, we may be ſure, could have no Place; 
But I ſhall make amends for the want of this 
Proof, by a new one of my own, every Whit as: 
much to my Purpoſe as this is to Dr. Bentley s. 
Thus then aur Man of Criticiſm, eee 
us to ſpeak and argue . The Atbenigns ſet 
® Diog. 4 up a noble Statue ® to the Honour and Men 
— 1g *© mory of Socrates: Had he been ſp 9 as 
Tertul. in © ſome would make him, it had ham Finder 
Apol. © to his Memory to let that. alone: 
+ Avoimme « famous Ly/ppus was the Say 
— 2 2 1 aoeh Ty e ons 
r.ibi. © Ploy'd to dreſs, up a Lump o ormity 
1 88 5 Ys he Greek: have ſeveral Proverbs about 
<& Perſons deformꝰ d. Otori GAH fache 
44 * Kopudbds, &c; Ovr 74g e 
« been in the firſt Rank of them: Eſpecially 
„ when his Statute Had ſtood there to put 
e eyery-· body in mind of it. 
«© He was ſo far a Favourite an bela, Ring 
of Macedonia, that be courted him to come, 
Ari. © and Jive with him“: But would ſuch a Mon: 
Nhet. J. 2. * ſter have been a Cam mpanion for Fe 
« He. is known to are, en one of the beſt: 
Speakers, and a Man of the greateſt Addreſs 
and Inſinuation of any in his time; he ao 
« the chief Perſons of Albeus continually about 
him, and was ever inſtructing them in Dur. 
"+ 06-20% of Iumanity and Courteſy, and a oy 
66 er 


» 4 
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< ner of ſociable: Virtues: Could ſuch a Cha- 
«rafter, ſuch a Station, or ſuch Diſcourſes 
* befit Socrates if he was truly that Scares 
ts crow he is repreſented to have been? 
He ſung, he play d the Muſic (2), (a) Cic. in 
he danc'd (5), he wrote Verſes (c): He was Catone. 
every Way an Accompliſh'd: Perſon; and his ( Xen. in 
Converſation therefore was coveted by choſe Plat. in 
that were ſo themſelves. He made one oft- Conviv. 
en at the Meetings of the Beaux Eſprits, and 
fate up drinking and laughing with them 
tl Morning (d): Is it credible, that a Man-(9) Ibid. 
of ſuch Deformity could be fo acceptable, | 
ſopolite; and ſo pleaſant? | __ - 
But of all things, that which ought moſt ta 
il with us to pronounce him not ugly, 
is, that he was the greateſt Lover of beauti- 
ful Perſons, and the moſt belov'd by them of 
any of his Age: Alcibiades, Critias, Agatho, 
Phedrus, and the reſt of his Acquaintances, 
were all remarkably handſome: ** So, thatif 
« we may gueſs him by his Companions and 
& Contubernales, we mult needs believe him 
« to be a comely Perſon.” 
His Thoughts, his Diſcourſes were all of 
Love; every thing he ſaid and did tended to 
inſpire People with it; his Philoſophy. was 
nothing but the Doctrine of Love: And can 
we think he would have dwelt upon this Paſ- 
ſion ſo much, and inculcated it ſo often, it 
ke himſelf had been ſo very unlovely and diſ- 
r TN I s: 
Plato, and Xenephon,havewroteSet-Apologies 
for him, wherein they defend him, among o- 
ther things, from the Imputation of corrupt-. 
ing the Youth of Athens by unlawful Love: 
| had 
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have mifS'd it. 
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had he been ſo deform'd, as he is ſaid to be, 
how could they better have clear d him of 
it, than by urging the Improbability of his 
attempting ſuch Impurities, in which he was 
ſo unlikely to prevail? But having ſaid no- 
thing of this kind in his Behalf, it muft be 


preſum'd that they had nothing of this kind 


wWay.yc £25405 $44 ECL CUM ERP 
Ariſtophanes, who has expos'd and ridicul'd 
him upon twenty other Accounts, has not a 
Word, as I remember, of his Deformity 5 


tho this was the moſt natural Subject for him 


to exerciſe his comical Wit upon, and fo ob- 
vious, that, one would thin 4 he could not 


I appeal now to any indifferent Judge, 
1 have not prov*d Socrates handſome 
by as good Arguments at leaſt as our Critic 
has advanc'd to prove #/op ſo? Indeed, they 
are moſt of them the very ſame; only urg*d- 
further, and with more Strength (if I do not 
deceive myſelf) in the Caſe of Socrates, 
than our Diſſertator has been able to — 
them in relation to Aſop. And yet after 

J have ſaid, I freely own, that the Teſtimony 
of any antient Writer concerning Socratess 
Uglineſs, tho? it ſtood alone, and we had no 
other to back it, would weigh more with me 


than all theſe Negative Authorities, So weak 


an Argument is the Silenre and Pr atermiſſionof 
never. ſo many Authors in a Point where any 
ſingle Writer of Note has plainly declar'd 
himſelf, and his Account has. been generally 
receiv d and credited by ſucceeding Ages. 


. 
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But I offend in dwelling ſo long on theſe 
Trifles, Which deſerve rather to be laugh'd 
at, than confuted : I will trouble the Reader 
no further on this Argument than till I have 
ſuggeſted one Obſervation to him about Dr. 
Bentley's odd Conduct in relation to Aſop. 
He is extreamly concern'd to have #/op 
thought handſome, at the Time that he is 
endeavouring all he can to prove him no Au- 
thor. He hopes by his Civilities to his Perſon 
to attone for the Injuries he does him in his 
Writings: Which is juſt ſuch a Compliment to 
Aſop's Memory, as it would be to Sir Wil- 
lum Davenant's, ſtiould a Man, in Defiance 
of common Fame pretend to make out, that 
he had always a good Noſe on his Face; but 
however, he did not write Gondibert. - 
Our Critic's two Attempts are fo very in- 
conſiſtent, that tis hard to imagine why a 


Man ſhould venture upon both of them at 


once: But Dr. Bentley had a good Reaſon for 
it, they were both Paradores; and he cares 
not what, or whom he writes for, or againſt, 
ſo he can but advance ſomething which No- 
ever ventur'd to maintain e him; 

and which he is ſure always to manage at ſuch 


a Rate, as that No- body will ever take it up 


I have done with what I intended to offer 
on either of theſe Diſſertations; and, upon a 
RNeview of what I have faid; am aſham'd to 
ſee to what a Bulk this trifling Diſpute has 
ſwoln. However, as large as I have been 
upon it, I aſſure the Reader, that unlefs I had 
ſpar'd Dr. Bentley very often, I muſt have been 
much larger; for his Abſurdities are not yet 


near 
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near exhauſted: » But I am not likely to be 
the laſt whoſe Pen will be employ'd on this 
Subject; and tis fit therefore that ſome Mat- 
me. N 14 ' . N FOH III i 544k 
an (2113343 Milk 
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In that Diſſertation where I am chiefly eon. 


cern'd, Dr. Bentley takes his Leave of the Ar! 
gument, with ſome particular Civilities to 
me. He heartily wiſhes he could do amy Service 
o that young Gentleman of great Hapes who 


NAME ISSET TOTHE'EDITIO 


* Diflert. 
| p. 68. ; 


But he can do him na greater at preſent, than to 
remove ſome Blemiſhes from the Book that is 
ASCRIB'D to him; which he deferes may be ta- 
ken aright, to be no Diſparagement to himſelf 
but a Reproof only to his Teachers*, I would 
not willingly be behind-hand with the Dr. in 
any Inſtance of Courteſy; and therefore, in 
return, will, e' er we part, beſtow ſome Cha- 
ritable Advice upon him: The rather, 'be- 
cauſe I have Reaſon to believe, that-he hay 
3 Advice from any other Quarters 
If he had, he would certainly never have 
written on this Subject, in the Manner he has 
done : For I have not ſo ill Thoughts of any 
one Man I know in the World, as to ima- 


gine, that he would have advis'd Dr. Beri- 


ley to do as he has done, had his Opinion been 
aſk'd in it. Young as Iam therefore, 4 wilt - 
take the Freedom to do that kind Office to 
him, which his Friends, I find, either do 
not care, or are not allow d to perform. 
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And the firſt Piece of Advice that I will 
venture to give the Dr. is, that he would 
his on Talent; and reſolve for the 
future not to venture upon any Way of Writs 
ing that Nature never deſign'd him for. Wit; 
and Ridicule, are either the moſt diverting, 
or the moſt inſipid Things in the World. I 
bave the Opinion of good Judges, that he 
has. no true Taſte of r theſe, and 
performs very untowardly in them. He | 
would do wiſely therefore to forbear them; 
and ſo he would, methinks, though he 
| ſhould have ſome little Knack at them: For 
* Grimace, and Banter, and Quibbles,evenwhen 
luckily hit of, are not very ſuitable to the 
Character of a Man in Holy Orders. And to 
e him my Opinion what he is fit for, I 
ale, (if he reſolves always to be doing 
out of his Profeſſion) that the col- 
lecting Greet Fragments, or Praverùs, would 
be a proper Employment for him. He has 
ſucceeded. well in one of theſe, and would 
doubtleſs be as happy in the other: For his 
Genius ſeems to lie very ſtrongly that Way; | 
as one — — by the Mulerude of Pro- | 
verbs in all Eugliſn, Latin, and | 
Greek, | but. chiefly i in the 10 of which he 
has empty'd himſelf into theſe Diſſertations. 
And I am the rather apt to think, that ſuch 
Works as theſe might thrive in his Hands, 
becauſe the well executing them depends 
chiefly on two Qualities, Which he muſt be 
allowed to poſſeſs; Application, and a Wil- 
4  Ungaeſs to be employ'd 1 in ſuch Sorts of Stu- 


dies 


. 2 | 
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another.. 
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dies, as only load the Memory,' without im- 
proving the Und ing dr 997087 
It is another Piece of Advice I ſhould chufe 
to give the Dr, that he would, againſt he 
writes next, make uſe of that Relation he has 
to a Court! ſo far as to get a little good Lan · 
Fate and good Manners; without which, 

he waded through all the Greek Scholin, 
and turn'd over every Lexicon extant, he 
would never write any Thing that will either 


Pleaſe or laſt. When he is making Reflections 


on Style, it is very proper, I think, that he 
ſhould be well ſkild, not only in the Tongue 

he writes of, but in that too which he writes 
in; elſe, he will only make Sport for his Rea - 
der, if while he is correcting a Fault in one 
Language, he himſelf makes ten new ones in 
- And till he underſtands his on Tongue a 
little better than he does, he would do well 
to 1 any New Words in it; 
which is the Work of great Maſters, and a 
Privilege allow d only to Writers of the firſt 
Rate, who know the Compaſs of a Language, 
and ſee through all its ſeveral Beauties and 
Blemiſhes. Sir William Temple may ſay, Suffici- 
ency, and the World will ſpeak after him: 
Indeed we are convinc'd from ſome Things 


that have come out of late, that there is ſuch 


2 mixture of Vanity, Indecency, and Igno- 
rance, in ſome Men's Writings, as no one 
Word in our Tongue would perfectly an- 
ſwer; and there was need of a new one 


therefore to expreſs it, But if Dr. Bentley 


ſhould 


.- Epiſtles of Phalaris, Exaniin'd. 
ſhould take the ſame Liberty, he would be 


ſure to be oppos'd in it; his Commentitious, - 


and Putid, and Vernacular, and Nægoce, will 
be hiſs' d off the Stage, as ſoon as they come 
on: For the ſine Speakers will never endure 
that a Man ſhould take upon him to coin 
new Words, who does not how to uſe 
the old ona nt ths e ts 
Another Thing I mightily recommend to 

him, is, that when he next pretends to fix 
the Age of Greet Words, and Phraſes, he 
would vouchſafe, among his other Greek 
Books, to read the Bible: Leaſt he ſhould 
happen to pronounce ſome Modes of Speech 
to be of late Date, which are familiarly to be 
met with in thoſe ſacred Pages. For — 
ſhould his Knowledge in Greet Learning 
prove never ſo great, yet it would not re- 
dound to his Honour as a Divine, to appear 


well read in all Sorts of Books, but thoſe it 


beſt becomes him to be acquainted with, the 
Old and New Teſtament. 

Jam of Opinion too, that it would not be 
amiſs, if for this Twelvemonth next to come, 
he read over Dr. Hody's Jom once every 
Morning : It is a good one, and thoſe who 
pretend to underſtand ſecret Hiſtory tell us, 
it was made upon a very proper Occaſion. I 
will inſert it here, both for Dr. Bentley's Bene- 


fit, and Dr. Hody's Honour; who, it muſt 


be own' d, has acted up to it always, as a 
right good - natur d Man, and an excellent 
Scholar. S 


A 


K 
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I is my Priyer to Heaven, ' 

That my Name may never appear in the 7 of Writes, 
Or that I may always write as becomes a Perſon” 


— 


Of ingenuous and liberal — — we 8 
And a Lover of found and uſefu mags ol 0 

A Searcher after Truth unh, 1 "ai ” 
Without any Bitterneſs of Ste: "ay 


Good- natur d, Civil, and Candid ; f 
So far from being diſpor'd to any T. bing that is infect, 
As not to be provok'd to it; 


In foot @ Depiſr of Triftes wap 109 x 


Next to this ſhort Vow of Dr. Hody's, I 
know no ſmall Piece that will deſerve his Re- 
flections better, than Lucian s Lexiphanes (a). 
If he would read it often, take the good Ad- 
vice that Lucian gives there, of Sacrificing to 
the ere and to * (%; and 3 

Ome 


_———— 4 W _— 
— —— » 


+} Faxit Numen, 
Ut vel zterno Ego fer tio inter non ſcribentes deliteſcam, 
Vel ſemper, ut; Virum, . {ngenuum, liberalis ac generoje 
Educationis ver ægue F bie * decet, 


Veritatis Unicr [nilagaror, 
Abſque omni Styli acerbitate, 
Mitis, Urbanus, Candidus, 
Ad id quod indecens eſt adeò non pronus, ut nec movendus: 
Nugarum denique Contemptor. | | 
In fine Præmon. ad Malalam 
Ca) Lexiphanes is tbe Name of a Famous Pedant, fond of hard 
Words and Aﬀſeted Expreſſions. Lucian, in a Dialogae of his, 
f a Vomit t him, 212 brings them all op, one after another. 
is Diſeaſe is excellently avell deſcrib'd by Lucian in theſe Words : 
ox xo ol r Obfyyilas 3 15 ng c, vv PgoFouidvreas K nor, 
20 XNiwv ro f $aniyea 3  Nargi@un Toy las, * rar r 
M ouilibets, e olige in” abr. ws On 7% A a, & 
Ti * x Thxalirnxds rijmuopa Tis p Tagaxi7.o Luc, in Lex- 
iph. 
(5) Manga 3 fois ra Xarn i Eads, Id. ibid, 
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aware of. Hotel moet; iis 
Eſpecially. he ſhould take cate, WIPE 

angry Fit is upon him, not to vent it upo 
great Bodies of learned Men. A ſingle Wri- 
ter may be trampled upon now and then, and 
receive Correction from his Hand without 
endeavouring to return it: But among Num- 
bers, there will always-bedound. ſome, who 
have Ability, and Inclination, and Leiſurò 
enough to do themſelves and their Friends 
Right upon the Injurer; tho? he were a Chart» 
pion of ten Timesas much Strength and Prows 
eſs, as Dr. Bentley thinks himſelf to be. Be- 
ſides, ſingle Adverſaries die and drop off; 
but Societies are immortal: Their Reſentments 
are ſometimes deliver'd down from Hand to 
Handzand when once they have begun with a 
U Manz 


— — 
* — —— 
— 
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Man, there is no knowing when! W. | 
leave him. W 
- '®T'were well too, if he e think it 2 
Point of Prudence to obſerve ſome Meaſures 
of Decency towards the Dead as well as the 
Living; and not give himſelf that inſuffera- 
ble Liberty of attacking their Reputation, 
and their Works, in hopes that No-body will 
be generous enough to ſtand up in their Be- 


Half, and ſpeak for thoſe, who cannot ſpeak 


for themſelves. He has defy'd Phalaris and 
usꝰd him very courſely; under the Aſſurance, 
as he tells us, that he is out of his Reach * : 
Many of Phalatir's Enemies thought the fame 
Thing: And repented of their vain Confi- | 
dence afterwards in his Bull. Dr. Bentley is 
perhaps by this Time, or will ſuddenly be 
fatisfied, that he alſo has preſum'd a little 
too much upon his Diſtance : But *twill be too 
late | to e when he begins to bellow. 


* * — . 
- o F7 


Since 
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Ince the third Impreſſion of theſe Papers 
5 was begun, there has fallen into my Hands 

4 View of the Controverſy between Dr. Bentley 
and me, in order to the manifeſting the Incerti- 
tude of Heathen Chronology. The Author has 
been very diligent and impartial in examin- 
ing the Authorities on both Sides; and has 
drawn from each of us proper Inſtances to 
make good his Opinion. I agree with him in 
his main Concluſion; and, as lam ready to 
make uſe of the Light he has given me, to 
correct any Miſtakes of mine he has obſerv'd, 
ſo J ſhall take the Liberty to ſet him right, 
where I think he has miſtaken me. 


Where I ſay, We are ſure Zaleucus Was 4 4 View, p. 
Pythagorean. I mean no greater Certainty 45. 


_ may be warranted. from the Authorities 
2 and I think the poſitive Aſſertions 
2 Authors that expreſly ſay Pythagoras 

Zaleucus were Cotemporaries, more Cer- 
rinks prove that they were ſo, than the Diſ- 
agreement of Writers about the Age of Za- 
leucus argues that they were not ſo. The one's 
a direct Proof of what I advance, the ether 
is ſo remote and indirect, that *tis only a Con- 
jecture of the Contrary. 


By the andoubted Authority of Pauſanias i in V. 5. 53. 


the Place alledged, I don't mean, as the Au- 
thor of the View ſeems to underſtand me, 
that *tis certainly to be rely'd upon againft 
Herodotus and J. hucyaides ; But only that his 
Teſtimony is exprels and fyll as to the Time of 
Zancle's changing its Name; whereas there is 


dubious and merely to be gueſt at from other 


Circumſtances in Hiſtory. As for thoſe emi- 
nent Ghronotogers who, 1 lay, fall i in with this 
V3 Account 


* 


” 
| 
L 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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Hetanne of Pavſefiias: They do all agree with 
him in placing this Change as high as I con- 
tend for: though they don't all punctually a- 
gee to fix it in the ſame Olympiad. They all 
—— Pau ſanias (and pretend no other Au- 
) box the eicher do not read him, or 
by 6 t underſtand him alike. Particularly 
Meurſius (as well as Lydiat) profeſſes to fol- 
low him; tho* he corrects what in one Place 
he thinks a falſe Reading to make him agree 
with himſelf. They all put the Change of the 
Name early enough to juſtify the Letters 
ainſt Dr. Bentley's Exceptions; which was 
the Uſe 1 wry to make od that Paſſage in 

2 Fasane | 

V. e. 91 In the 140th Page of my Books where I 
fay, Thoſe learned Men who bave taken Pains tg 
illuſtrate the Chronicon Marmoreum, have, 
the Concurrente of their Hiſtories, plainly ſhewn 
the Time of Suſario muſt fall between the 610th 
and 589th Year befare Chriſt. I have not ex- 
press myſelf ſo accurately, but that myRea- 
der might eaſily miſ-underſtand me: But my 
Meaning is only this, That bey wwho have illu- 
Arated the Marble, have plainly ſhown that the 
Epoc ba, to which Suſario is — refer d, muſt 
fall beteveen the Years 610 and 589 before the 
Tame of the firſt preaching of the Goſpel. 

V.z. 04. Ina marginal Note, p. 166. I quote Euſe- 
bius for putting Salon's Arconſhip a Year la- 
ter than Soficrates does; but, as this Gentle- 
man obſerves, I ſhould have ſaid a Year ſooner. 

. He is pleas'd to tell me, I don't declare what 

V. . 70. Er ound] bave for the Aſſurance, with which I 

ſay, that the Alceſtis of Phrynichus was acted 
before Olymp. 67. Perhaps I expreſs d myſelf 
| oO 


Fables of Eiſop; Examin'd. 
too ſtrongly on that Occaſion: But ſince I 
had prov'd Theſpis Cotemporary with Solon, 


who was Archon, Olymp. 46; I think Imight 


reaſonably preſume that,notwithſtanding Sui- 
das's Date, Phrynichus writ no Play ſo late as 
Olymp. 67. i. e. above 80 Years after his 
Maſter T beſpis flouriſh' d. 1855 | 
After a Paſſage in Plato that I produce for 
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the Antiquity of Tragcedy, I ſay, the Reaſon of V- P. 7+ 


Plato's introducing it fhews, he thought Trag 
almoſt as antient as Minos. But this Author 
upon conſulting Plato, finds that the Reaſon of 
his introducing it ſhews no ſuch Thing; however, 
I am ſtill of Opinion it does. For Minas aſks 
Socrates, how Men came to have ſuch an Opi- 
nion of his Severity? Socrates tells him, the 
Tragcdians fix d that Character upon him, 
for Tragedy ſays he, is extremely antient in 


Athens, &c. Now this Obſervation. upon the 


Antiquity of Tragedy is not very pertinent 


methinks, unleſs he would intimate, that it 


came in quickly after Minos his Time. At 


leaſt he muſt mean thus much, I think ; that 
Fragedy is as antient as the Opinion that 
had long prevail'd in the World concerning 
Minos his Rigour, i. e. probably before the 
Age of Homer, who places him among the 
internal Judges. 


He ſays I miſtake in attempting to prove V. p. 72. 


Tragedy antient, by its being reckon'd among 
the funeralS8olemnities perform” d by the Athenians, 
at the Tomb of Theſcus. I own I do; and the 


Authority of Scaliger I believe made me leſs - 
careful than I ought to have been: He in his 


Book about Poetry has theſe Words, Tragædiam 
ee Rem antiquam conſtat ex Hiſtoria ; ad The- 
ſei 
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ei namque ſepulchrum certaſſi Tragicos legimus. 
He gubers no- body for what Ax LV and 
perhaps I was too haſty in not fully conſider- 
ing the whole Paſſage of Plutarch in the Life 
of Cimon, relating to this Matter. | 
If I ſhould allow myſelf miſtaken in all thoſe 
Inſtances, wherein this Author thinks me ſo; 
yet they do not in the leaſt affect the main 


Argument I contend about. For whatever 


uſe may be made of them to prove Chrono- 
logy uncertain, and me, among others, miſ- 
lead in the Accounts of Time I follow; yet 
they do not leſſen the Force of any Objections 
I have made to Dr. Bentley*s reaſonings againſt 
the Letters being genuine : Which are chiefly 
built upon ſuch Grounds, as this Author has 
prov*d, are not to be rely'd upon. And if 
Dr. Bentley himſelf ſhould, by the help of Chro- 
nological Tables, and confronting one Author 
with another, being new Authorities to balance 
mine in ſuch Particulars upon which the Streſs 
of the Cauſe does not depend ; he may ſhow 
perhaps, by the Method, that I am ſome- 

times in, the Wrong: But he will never drove, 

that he's in the Right. And, at that rate, this 
Controverſy, which of itſelf is idle enough, 
will grow ſo dry and fruitleſs, that no-body I 
believe will expect it ſhould be continu'd : At 
leaſt, I dare ſay, no-body will deſire it ſhould 
be continu*d in that heavy Bentleian Way. It 
any Reader therefore can bear the carrying on 
this Diſpute any further, I fancy he will be 
glad to have as many Trifles as poſſible cut 
off, and rather to have a View of the Dr's 
Picture in Miniature, than that it ſhould be 
again drawn out at full Length. 
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